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3rd KTTC Reunion and the

Graduation

On 13rd May 2011, the Karen Teacher Training
College(KTTC) held the 3rd KTTC reunion. 113
old and new students were attended. Zaw Pai a
student who completed the two-year course at the
College in 2009 said, "The reunion has given us
the opportunity to come back and share both our
weak and strong field experiences, as well as
hearing other teachers’ experiences.

Naw Ler Htoo, a Karen Teacher Working Group
(KTWG) chair person explained that the purpose
of organizing the reunion is to listen to the teachers
as they report back on both the positive and
negative experiences after their first two years in
the field and to hear about how they want to
improve. Naw Ler Htoo commented on the
reunion, "Up until now we have held a KTTC
reunion every year so that teachers can come
from all 7 districts in Kawthoolei. However, we will
hold the next reunion in three years time. She
added , "By organizing reunion, we want the
education workers to share their problems and
then we will help them to find possible alternative
solutions to the problem."

On 16 May 2011, KTTC held the school closing
and opening ceremonies and graduation. There
were two different groups honored with certificates:
the first group were those students who had
completed the two-year teacher training course at
KTTC, while the second group were awarded a
KED certificate on completion of their first two years
successful field teaching. Naw Paw Lar Hay, a
student who graduated from the two-year course
at KTTC this year said, "l have learnt many things
during the two years | have spent at KTTC. | will
now serve my community in any way they wish
that uses my teaching skills."

KED Complete Annual Meeting
On May 17 at 9:00 in the morning, the Karen
Education Department held the opening ceremony
of the twelfth annual meeting. The meeting took
place over two days in theEi Tu Hta refugee camp
for IDPs (Internally Displaced People). During
the opening ceremony, community leaders gave
words of encouragement about the benefits of the
education and its importance for the community, to
the education representatives from the different
areas. Thara Wai Htoo who is the representative
from Taw Oo district said, "As | heard these words
of encouragement, | felt motivated to go forward
and do my work for the people, work hard and
keep my heart pure for our people. Last year, |
attended the KED annual meeting, and | didn't
know anything about the development of education
in other districts, but this time | hope | can learn
and compare what is improving with what is still
not improving in the different areas."

A member of KWO (Karen Women Organization)
at Ei Tu Hta who has chosen to remain anonymous
said, "This is the first time that KED came to our
camp to have their meeting. For me, I'm very
pleased to get to know more people from the
different districts and townships. So, it's good for

us to be able to share our experiences of the
different situations from each of our districts. We
are so glad because even though we are in an
IDP area, the leaders have come to cooperate
with us and support our school and our community.”
Representatives from the following districts attended
the KED annual meeting: Do Th'htu, Taw Oo, Kler
Lwee Htu, Mergui Tavoy, Mu Traw, Dooplaya,
and Pa an. Also in attendance were some of the
MTT (Mobile Teacher Trainers), some ATT (Area
Teacher Trainers), and members of KED. All of
the representative brought with them and shared
their annual reports about the situation in their

SVT has been Completed in 5

Districts Throughout Karen State
During March and April in 2011 the summer
vocational teacher training took place in 5 districts
throughout Karen State. The teacher trainers
arrived with certificates for the trainees attending
the training. (Mobile teacher trainer) MTT section
leader Saw Mu Htee said, "giving the certificates
recognizes the teachers who came to the training
and shows how much training and on what topics
they studied from teacher guide and teaching
methods." "We are hoping that after they have
finished all of the training for teaching methods,
even we couldn't go to their area they will be the
brighter for their community and provide the skills
to others.” He added.

In summer vocational training the MTT group
monitored the KSEAG (Karen State Education
Assistant Group) which distributed the school
materials, observed the parents and the teachers
and newsletter, which is distributed to schools and
communities. "For the observing the teachers are
two steps, the first step is observing the teacher
when they are attending the training and the
second step is observing them when they are
teaching in the class in the rainy season when the
school is open. It's means that we can get the
results for how much they learned the skills while
they are attending the training and useful for them
and how well they can able to use them. if
necessary we provide advice and help for them."
Mu Hhtee added. This year because of the situation
we had to stop the summer vocational training in
two districts which are Meguy-tavoy and Taungoo
districts but coming next years it will be available.
The anonymous teacher who attends the training
at Dooplaya district from Burmese government
school said," I'm very pleased that | am in this
training. Even though we are teachers in the
Burmese government school we didn't get these
kinds of training exactly. We use the teaching
methods which are from the Burmese government
production books. Also for the Karen Language
and political vision that | had learned from the
training are all new for me."

In 5 districts the number of the teacher who came
to training from Do Th'thu district are 109 teachers,
1 training site, Mutraw district are 173 teachers, 3
training sites, Kler Lwee Htu district are 100
teachers, 3 training sites, Pa An district are112
teachers, 1 training site and Dooplaya district are
53 teachers, 1 training site.
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Refugee Children’s Culture

Festival

On April 7th, the SVA (Shanti Volunteer Association)
organized the RCCF (Refugee Children’s Culture
Festival) in Umphiem Karen Refugee Camp.
During the event, more than 200 children
participated including children from Htam Him and
Dong Yang who were selected by their sections.
The one day event included games and a puppet
show and in the evening, a cultural show.

Ko Ko Maung, a Muslim who brought his child to
the event said, "I'm very happy to see my child
was selected for this event. The children don't see
these kinds of games when they are in the refugee
camp." He added, "Our children are getting to know
and respect each other's cultures. On behalf of my
child, I'm proud to represent ourselves as one of
the ethnic groups.”

Twelve different ethnic groups including the Karen,
Burmese, Arakan, Shan, Mon, Chin, Muslim,
Hindu, Gawraka, Pa-O, Kachin and Kayah
participated in the event. This was the third time
the RCCF has been organized. The event will
also take place in Nu Poe, Mae La and Mae La
Oon/Mae Ra Moe camps during April and May
this year.

ZOA and KRCEE Will Both Take
the Responsibility for Refugee

School Buildings

On February 15" and 16" 2011 ZOA and KRCEE
(Karen Refugee Committee Education Entity) held
a meeting to discuss taking responsibility for the
repairing the school buildings in all Karen refugee
camps during the school holiday on March.

The Regional Coordinator for the two northern
Karen refugee camps, Thara Ta k'lu Moo, said, "If
we look back, the ZOA contract was already
completed in 2010 but they haven't left yet. The
reason is that they have to train the KRCEE as
soon as possible so they can take up the work that
ZOA had been doing. Also because the work that
KRCEE will do should be exactly the same as ZOA
had done, they have the responsibility to train them
to be able to work by themselves after ZOA stops
their work." In all the previous years in each of the
Karen refugee camps ZOA had taken responsibility
and fulfilled the needs for the school buildings,
school materials and teacher subsidies. Also, they
provided the teacher training in the holiday training
to prepare the new teachers because many
experienced teachers had resettled. In addition,
ZOA delivered many kinds of vocational training
for refugees’ life development.”

Thara Ta K'Lu Moo added, "The KRCEE need to
know and understand every single thing that ZOA
had been doing first, so that it will be easier for the
KRCEE to work and understand the ways that ZOA
had done it before taking the responsibility from
them. The KRCEE will take the responsibility for
Karen refugee education, and ADRA (Adventist
Development and Relief Agency) will take over the
VT (Vocational Training).

During ZOA's ten years working in education in
the Karen refugee camps along Thai-Burma
border many things have improved and developed

for the students and Karen refugees such as,
education systems, life professional training and
many kinds of vocational training.

After 3 Years a Time for Reflection:

KTWG Congress and Election

On January 26th -28th 2011, all the members of
the KTWG (Karen Teacher Working Group) came
together for a meeting to reflect on the work that
has been done over the last three years. They
considered both the weak and the strong points
from the past. They then looked to the future and
worked on developing a better plan for the next
three years. In addition, they completed the
elections for the KTWG Central committee for 2011-
2014.

The KTWG Congress took place in Karen State at
the KTWG's Office headquarter. All sections under
the KTWG including KSEAG (Karen State
Education Assistant Group), Media and Advocacy,
MTT (Mobile Teacher Trainer), KTTC (Karen
Teacher Training College) and Office
Administration joined the meeting. In line with being
a formal organization, KTWG holds a three yearly
congress when it also holds the elections for the
Central committee. All members of KTWG can vote
in the elections for the Central Committee. The
current KTWG advisor said, " "At the Congress,
our members reflected on our successes and
weaknesses over the past years. It is important
for the group to recognize our incredible
achievements. Itis also important not to become
complacent in our work but to always look to
develop our activities and ourselves."

He added, "My main hope and message form the
Congress was that KTWG members look to
communicate and cooperate in all aspects of their
activities - to not simply look at their specific role
but how this role connects with other areas of our
work."

On January 27 2011, the KTWG members elected
the following individuals to take responsibility for
the next three years on the KTWG Central
committee: Chair Person Naw Ler Htoo, Office
Administration Naw Ruth, KSEAG Saw Ko Lo Htoo,
Media and advocacy Saw Eh doh Wah, MTT
Saw Mu Htee and KTTC Saw Tha Taw.

Teachers and Students Forced to

Carry Rice

Marchis a school holiday in Burma after final exam
to let teachers and students take break but teachers
and students in Kwee T'ma track have to sit exam
one month ahead as usual due to SPDC have
forced villagers carrying food supply. Th'ramu
Th'lay Say who are teaching at Waw Mu Villlage
said, "SPDC gave us food quota to carry for them
before we sit final exam as usual year and want
the villager to complete it. Therefore, we have to
finished one month a head and carrying food for
them."

Forcing villagers including Teachers and students
to carry food is order by Regiments 94, 95 and 96
commanders. The destination for the food has 3
step to carry. The first step is from Waw Mu to Mae
Toe Hta, the second step is from Mae Toe Hta to
Kay Kaw and the third step is Kay Kaw to Mae
Way military post.




ZpEqrestoppospaposessopp
International Education News

oﬁgémc\f%eeczgaﬁﬁwﬁo?fzgcoﬂ 34
m%cgeugle@ﬁﬂ.

o%%m%o@écﬂs@g%cﬁﬁogg
(Y%Smf)ogéoﬂ@%f)g:ooﬁowob:o):eouﬁogﬁcom’a
ugﬁbooﬁxﬁ)d%lcmqlo%:mémgﬁg:dﬁ%:ooﬁoa%
cmecdiginddoiogdmdmbards Eoom
S mmdoiodoboricdiaaguasboneda3He:
oena8d B onigadS o885 webioniadad:
0?103:m1068(733839<9@mqu18m1@@%|598:b
cmoé(‘f%ﬁgoo@r%@gpiﬁc&u mf)o%éoﬂooﬁow
obz@:gf)ogf)@ao@or@sb@aogz“oéd%mo’)r%
0P Bdoi P IH ;S A ed A ed
oa:acaoégo‘%ﬁ@@meaﬁ@cﬁ,%ﬁc@loqwé&‘f%ﬁ@oo
®§moo§8:ﬁﬁmc@bmﬁo&f}og@%f)%ﬁc&,”
¢ddqaL. oolapimelopiontensoanicn §181008
§D00Hg5a0:8 005 eBDB:dw@ ) ooyd
0050350933005(31085003085‘%56156@§8§@:®Q:
a%ﬁo;)ﬁb@5@191&%ﬁém106<3530009§@900%ﬁ§§
c\%loammo%ﬁoooéf)oogﬁé:oof)%f)qwqcﬁl@cm@
:c%f)a&b@mo)ﬁ\%gr% o s:af%ﬁ('ﬁmx%r%b
(200,000) oomc@ﬁwﬁooﬁ@ogﬁoglb(pm]m
Qo5 050058581085 8:005aR1aad85d
gzaef)mc\?gcm@:acbogf)mwz,t(ﬁlgﬁg{loo@ﬁg:cbl
§5Breqmdopdmodwadiadbisddsmaqqu
Qa1 8580065 cor osloradH oo B85 8:¢h
(Yﬁlbmggooﬁészgf)@l@gﬁwdﬁlxao?loowﬁzaog
& ooﬁ@a:ﬁf)ma@m@ﬁ@%f)(gﬂb?g@(gﬂqﬂ@mo?g
ﬁf)aé:@ooof)oogxﬁﬁooﬁbéﬁgr%oé:ooﬁd;tf;oor%
(YR?)OQC%:U)SQIOS?)OO%OSE)U)?)ﬁE)(\%M DdeHm
55D qungdE:giondoriondadophopdsonion
B5088596185658:88 8005000588105
N3t qEbe:dGodtmmbmadigmeie
B8 e0da03rc8458l  caeqapSéHon
0dwqed b BE Wl 08doodeSoy:ensg:
B5a80RIdBorvd et madg08onnd §5
St o pd ;b b moisdcdiodcdioddiend
2020003 2156100652033 apSg Sl
é@:ﬂmailogﬁbmﬁogéoﬂogﬁafaooﬁ(rﬁﬁoor%(‘r,ﬁ)
200 OPE RSN H Sl dedioniwed
@ﬁbomog)ﬁoggmma@%f)(}lf}ogﬁg:%f)ogr%oowﬁ o)
ogﬁoglb(}looogcﬁg.}ooogcbﬁo?lm1ob@1 sopw
0PI marde0gSommboonmdgdadi.
¢ 0105 glan cad5pslorslon wo: orlernpiad o
dog5ontercdcan(bilingual non-formal education)
b D mdopcnodiondho§bcdiosicdiad:
) comapdgdeadi8onedemqqdSebdao
2:qu85gloogran 0oy darhonedesionyadHoy
& 20l815285 8205 50l 00071 9108 02085 30D
P 8nogmh. oolapiadbEiSancogamaniercd
012262535 85 001 Y1001 WHE 22 6103 20 5 oo

ogﬁc\%, 91000139005(81085003085005 o, (’ﬁgr%

adiagbg ot muS8sodioghe3d gsedb e
oRE Y oed MDD B slcdianogSon
wﬁmﬁsor% ooﬁogﬁoo@ﬁ@él&%nﬁﬁooﬁgﬁn%@eﬁ
M B53HBScmapdgSarbonedadigiod:
05 MDogrEuddded, ¢a8:50mBS e8NS
0212902105005 83152816552 QL0 § 5
RMABI8Hd:96522 035551 0NMAHH
émo.g%@ooﬁ(qf)oof)(qﬁog@ooﬁo%%(@looakél
a8 D e 305 0358:6 8w 0s8z00 xS
§582p0006d 81035 (¢weiogdaaadmonion
o3p. 0356150He18) e Bi:onadmndonads:
MBHMABdsHg 9658maHeoyd, coodh
§§@®3<§8m®§eu\%bgzo?:ongogbdﬁgém
W55 8t 585858506 adiogidadS
:«;oa:g:&z@ﬁé&é:ooﬁ@%ﬁei@aog(%orm:b@ﬁ%f)e:
$5A8L ¥5a1a 50065 E3e1ed0Hd 5502085
12202950 0H 2ol 5B cnqrodaicvd @
Qe 050950103:8:001635 995835 g B0ty oo
3, 0l0sqIPIR3EEH M558 qLoncd
§hs 0olagda8b a8 &sglaodiaophonod gb
S qlc@ﬁm&@oo@r%%f)oiﬁaﬁﬁoozbwgr%e:cm
161220031005 &:edophoredosieronsleh
?5.%ﬁelbmma%m@ﬁogb@r%cﬁﬁﬁc@u ooﬁ:)iﬁ
08?3C\%ﬁmglooﬁcc%ﬁoon§@9@ﬁc§oaq§91$§mﬁ,
qRidodierq oy, 35358585, qu
g:a35085 0012 0pe Bi8:c8imm&rod oo g Hored
a?,f)c&o ('ﬁgﬁoé:ooﬁogo?:ogmg:ooﬁogf)ooﬁg:Sggl
o35S mapHeiogdadd gidosioporimndslagodl
modBianoindgaddddimdisinmain
BH0adcBb e Simeimmaggdcd. odlogd
812035 (¢ eiogdeaadonomionod, ogdeh
0561 g mndoniopdaslho8bcdi magiqu
53D 8medmap w0z on1085 oM
C\%wb:ooeﬂ%f)c&o cmooﬁo")f)o%lo%&@aagmmﬁoo
oﬁ39({1396ogﬁmwﬁ@%ﬁogf)bgzmﬁ@:gﬁo?:ww
el$§eloﬂbx’ab:>g§oo®§@’a$ﬁm®ﬁ@’aooﬁo">§&ob
& 5003:005@903:9109(\318@9005095@1§ﬁoﬁc\)1
ooﬁonw%qlocacfn@@ooﬁogf)@Waﬁ@dﬁl@no&)f}o@
%&1@05@8%%5&%% ooﬁéf)&ob&cc%f)boo&cm
ameedmapdgdogadieoniadiodicoem oy
:«;bogf)oo@r%@ﬁogﬁqugﬁoowr%cmogw}:og@:g:
cc;bogf)oowf;@ﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬁmﬁ(@:c@le@ﬁb@ﬁ&mo
§ﬁ@ogr%c& U)ﬁaoﬁbcm@bogf)oo@f}@%f}ogﬁgz
ooﬁo%ooﬁbmm’ﬁcc%ﬁ(ﬁooﬁ(blg(ﬁ@(ﬁldﬁif>0§ﬁ@
OQ?)OO@?)3’510)38102)86@908@9509?)@90@50)&5
Br61d b ghcdi. Eontdodioy ofdediend
85208: x5S 15D Bledophoreddad
35 B85 o 8203 &: 20 §1 o0 of w0 3505 @gp
(alphabets) &:0¢ic00i0:008 20295090065
@0 I:gdd. L:ndo3EwlodSardodedaad
107103507108 5 55819122 585 D NS

C\ﬂ)%ISC\Q)h mwooﬁeﬁcuﬁ@:%r%cc’ag{lo’ﬁ@@w Q2O

mée%o:e@cégmgmg?— c&é,_ﬁao

6

ogﬁ8:&5@5bbzél%f)m@ﬁbzﬁmu}loqﬁcﬁlgogr%
205m20550 DM Ee003000 281> SN
»HBEwl@0850¢ioned 05085085555
0dEmmDoipSasldid mgiondadag:, 518
@m@ﬁaef}z’é:@mﬁg:qubc\)]oém(‘/%ﬁmcgoé:ooﬁ
€2 03: qLapz 031 00s 0 con o 5 050 85002, 955
ob:§§§:(‘f?ﬁobﬁoo@ﬁ:%:mcxg%@(gl@moo@ﬁ‘%f)
S ¥ \Jooy%ﬁx’ao%ﬁc@cﬁ%ooogﬁmwwﬁooﬁo?:
8:(73:@:;élcm“ooﬁoS:ooﬁml”@:Swéﬁbqwcicfm%
©01gdBLasSmdamnodgldoiacdoysd
o358 o b S mS oo a0t 0305085 Brod
c@l@b:@%lbq:oo:gd’)ﬁeﬁ:crgﬁqﬁ, mr%o%éocﬂ@
gﬁlg:mﬁelcgwd%ll@(q3’510’)@3@%0%8(7%0)70)(\)1
55205 dmMSBE wle0Bigedcd.
03195 52 835dm 085088 0pH cosaeiqcos
§:(75|5€1: (Ratanakiri)%:&ﬁgiﬁ(ﬁﬁeﬁ:
(Mondulkiri)o3ig 58 op5 e qeduad80318858
$§§:ooﬁasoow:02%écmgcc’3§b 200,000 2:¢d
bqwcacﬁu%ogﬁoo@r%c\)ma%:@%r%ogﬁb@f)mc\ﬁ
§5®@8d8iwmlwlcnndighdondeoqedddi
$1BDmanB:a81gHd0dmarhgda8iodiogd
»S Do B5osioysoi§daamnapden
©3358161(§(gld s 0318 0 S e qrogSoned
¢Bsontproniodoiencdofhdmapdeoiogd
oof)(rﬁ)ogb@élm@ﬁooﬁobda[smm’agﬁ%r%c&o

P 3Nd3010p35de SDYHa B cnaB3inndHd
éoﬂ(fﬁogﬁmcf)w%:oomm:%:mﬁogoé:pﬁg%gﬁb
8505350005335 d ot icdiad 8500
&:095 BradB500: 08 22 BT e85 20 gl ool
c0gb e e cddé 0 oodeioneind
:onlmarzalaBbsdighadu.
O:S%::rﬂ:ém%aﬁ?:oﬁaﬁgogcoﬁmc\fgﬁgweﬁseg%
mpBEwloSoud b oS @ §meicm
2080 Joog$§§:<‘8:bco1“ooﬁ<‘f,‘t§oof>(q§ogm1
9108:01&:@985”(\)1005euﬁlogﬁc\\)logchmooog
c@:og@:oo@f)@o%wo%%o%:eﬂa({@?mo%lb &n
5035w eleedmagdeiinnde 81803195
13335 ot on8Horedoiogd S mS oo
210508 5edeigoniondhod Hadieimmernadd
b@ﬁ@Gﬁl@ﬂ@’agﬁ@%ﬁbg:ooﬁﬁf)ooﬁoﬁlc&oﬁﬁ
c@wb:%r%c&n §®§Ql()1 o’)f)oo:gzoéﬁﬁgooogﬁ
ooy eiodiogdomdogdopcaiqodion
é:@gﬁooeﬂ@’m%f) oor%goor%oé:bqunf)o%éoﬂm
C\PSC&&C\)TGQS%56@%@1%85(‘0(\%(72]10}@5%&(\%%
oNogdmdodopcaquadinsca8ie§Hai8Ss:
&:m0oied e gd e Ea8:c85ea0:8: a5 310
@oe35858 b gpdieigindionionsl
Q182009505935 0500:08 D Qa5 80318 ez o0
8:%ﬁm§ézmﬁqﬁmﬁqﬁogm®§@$§6ﬁ@:ﬂm
0316561053 H80058:856585en000d £5
S ooﬁoooiogzgf)%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ@él@ﬁquﬁogéuﬂ



C\)]ccaxgﬁémﬁm%ﬁgzmc\ﬁ:ﬁf}mm’azgﬁ&m@ﬁ
85madaplonedeomdengdad.

gmcf%co%uégmwﬁw'@%ggo&m%aﬁﬁnﬁcﬁg
:;g:o:%ﬂ.gzogﬁo;zymaﬁnmésecogsgﬁcom
MHBEwl2085502100350005 5561880
aLad5d 358580l e3S o coruon oo
6D oyl §5E8:8:sleqoslqrophoned adionoy
0%:0858585gclcmoiBsm s &inerenco
o%:mﬁm1@bag§ooo§@ac8§@%§c\%ﬁa&§:ﬁgﬂeﬁ
cu]@abogﬁoo@ﬁ@%f)a&b@agﬂloo@ﬁg%f)c\%lo oo
de3050059103:8:001 @ l@H sl conn b g h
8295006531885 v :onlarzaoniodHoyad
8¢ 8205520295 520210358 S5m0 zonican
©on0218:38100658 o @ dapd & Sz oot
350055 81a8c85e000:8: qramzasdHadzcan
eigtlgﬁgtlmwf)@aog%f)c\%lo 655506:0050}{5005
(rﬁf)og@ﬁbmﬁ@gﬁoooagcrgzélé:m1mﬁcblogr%
&108?)@985@5(\%10 mﬁ@b@ﬁmo{ﬁo&%@ﬁqu
omfaooﬁz%f;ooncmqoob@’aooﬁcﬁwgl%cblogﬁxfagﬁ
Zrnarquadiopd ol §Sont b coaqronoigié e ¢
olosgiR P ogsoboniad Soonaaa ugdom, ool
@%r%anﬁ)335%33(73:$1é:mﬁ£§oo@§%§c€10 o
oibC\%ﬁm&@oﬁﬁ@éﬂgﬁoésooﬁ(qﬁooﬁdﬁﬁogo
Red qediomn&i8oned siofidoyemed onleiions
oqa:aa:bboé(r%ﬁ:%ooogﬁooﬁoﬁf)ooﬁﬁﬁ)ag@oo%ﬁ
ogb.%f)c&n @@ﬁm]o%ﬁm@ﬁ@ooﬁoéﬁmg.%ﬁ »m
555, oiadiontcn8iofH S dico wcdhiad
8520003010005 5829 S 006D e 0yl e31gId00N
WI18D 8B e S osl glosl v: 85 ool conond
o 25 Uz o oo €S et S gLomiadt
§d 8L ol l85818100slcon 8o apdoniogh
858818 H MBS 58500005281
g%f)c{%r%b@ﬁcowqwég(rg 8(7%:01&::%:(7)39095@1
§101085518:085000D @0l b Aol n 85 &:
mxgﬁ@ﬁ(r%:gzooﬁooélélcmmabw%:&@08§
05@029H200185065 85 cd. 0F5dmarSe
ooﬁo}tﬁooﬁ(qﬁog@aooﬁo%%r@%ﬁ @ﬁbooﬁ@el:%f)
Mo o3l C\m“mﬁdﬁﬁooﬁo'ﬁﬁogo%:m 817D
mﬁd%éoﬂ@a(fp‘%ﬁc&n ooﬁo%f)c@@a(rﬁl@a(ﬁ_loo
®|S0095@’]381me(%08§6$€$%me%%§7)5
np 281 gd0mmde:addadiacmoiophpld ag
ooﬁccaooogﬁpjiﬁc&o aeﬁmﬁﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ@a&bo&p
Bl oFHaamapdghoodmadmapdghon
050D 0:0858d o EH Ml odHEdim
Drercd:ndoedwmaidagpoloocdmigdcd.
1031 0 on05 52 0312001 a8 oot doni oS
com&sgindorioghmndmgdoreBiquas 80313
10503180095 e a8 HRsoniRsoniodemonion
o8 mahemoydeion wwmimeicdion
81@90%5@?)6@591@&\%10 6535063005090)500?)
oowﬁqgaqﬁ085068(79)5800(953963@93)7:%:@9@5

o%:ooﬁ:f:oglsbzabogﬁcmmogo%(ogﬁewon%:ooﬁ

7 Karen Teacher Newsletter - June, 2011

Bilingual Education in
Cambodia
Background

The Cambodian Constitution guarantees the right of all
people in Cambodia to gain an education and the nation
is committed to equitable development assistance for all
sectors in all parts of the country. The Cambodian
Constitution guarantees education as a basic humanright,
as stated in article 58: “The

state shall provide free primary and secondary education
to all citizens in public schools. Citizens shall receive
education for at least 9 years”. However, in reality,
education and development in the ethnic minority areas
lag far behind the rest of the country. In recent years the
highland peoples (numbering about 100,000) have
become increasingly marginalized as they face the influx
of Khmer migrants from the lowlands and also the rapid
transition to a market economy. The gap is widening as
ethnic minority people fail to gain access to education
and development initiatives. The linguistic barrier is the
foremost challenge to accessing development and
education as few people—especially women and
children—from the ethnic minority communities speak
the national language Khmer. The Cambodian
government has made an effort over the years to establish
schools in the highlands. The medium of instruction in
these schools, however, is Khmer, and therefore, cannot
be accessed by most minority people who are thus
failing to gain a good education in the government system.
This has resulted in successive generations growing up
illiterate and unable to speak the national language. Prior
to the bilingual non-formal education pilot project described
in this paper, nearly all ethnic minority females and over
80% of the males were illiterate and most children had
never attended school. Vocational training opportunities
that provide skills in teacher training, community
development, primary health care and agriculture
extension are offered by the government but these are
inaccessible to most minority speakers because basic
Khmer literacy skills are required to attend the courses.
The bilingual education pilot project uses a model of
instruction that begins in the vernacular and progresses
to Khmer so that students learn to read and write both
languages. The curriculum is functional and relates to
everyday life. Itis based on the needs identified by the
communities, including health and hygiene, land planning
and community forestry, agriculture and marketing. Local
people are active in all stages and levels of the initiatives
and a major emphasisis placed on building local human
resources as teacher trainers, programme monitors,
curriculum writers, illustrators and local teachers. The
basic literacy and numeracy skills gained in both
languages are foundational for further skills training and
for promoting socio-economic development in their
communities. Use of the vernacular recognizes and
affirms the ethnic minority people’s cultural identity. For
the first time in their history, they can have a written
record of their own traditions and can preserve their
indigenous knowledge for future generations. One of the
traditions, common to many Mon Khmer cultures, is that
the indigenous people were once literate and that their
language was written on buffalo skin but that during a
time of hardship the skin was lost and the written form of
the language was lost with it. Through this project, five
minority languages now have alphabets using the Khmer

script, and the Cambodian government has recently
approved all five alphabets. Hopefully, the result of these
efforts will be that the indigenous people will once again
be literate.

The Cambodian government recognizes the following
official categories for ethnic groups in the country:
indigenous minorities, also known as highlanders or
Khmer-Loeu; Cham or Khmer-Islam and foreign
residents, or immigrants which include Chinese,
Vietnamese, Thali, etc. (Dareth, 2002). This paper will
focus on the first group, the indigenous minorities. It will
describe the bilingual NFE programmes piloted in
Ratanakiri Province of northeastern Cambodia, and the
relevance of the bilingual education strategy for other
ethnic minority populations in the country. The two
highland provinces of Ratanakiri and Mondulkiri have a
population of approximately 100,000 indigenous peoples
who make up the majority of the population in the two
provinces. There are also pockets of indigenous minority
peoples scattered throughout the country, for whom the
pilot project in northeast Cambodia may be relevant.
Current bilingual efforts are concentrated in five languages
in northeastern Cambodia, with additional linguistic
research in several other languages which have
populations scattered throughout the country.
Bridging the education gap for minority
peoples

The Cambodian government has committed itself to
“Education for All" (EFA) by the year 2015 and
government efforts have improved literacy rates for
Khmer-speaking Cambodians in the lowland provinces
through both formal and non-formal education
programmes. However, the indigenous peoples livingin
the Cambodian highlands have feltlittle impact from the
nationwide EFA initiatives. Anumber of EFAassessments
have identified similar trends in many countries of the
world; that is, they have noted the difficulty that special
populations (such as ethnic minorities and women) have
in accessing general EFA programmes . There is awide
gap in literacy skills between the ethnic minorities of the
Cambodian Highlands and those who speak Khmer as
their first language.

National Goals for basic education and
human resource development

Cambodian government goals call for human resource
development among local people in order to help them
serve in all sectors in their home villages and provinces.
This includes an emphasis on ethnic minorities, with
special strategies to meet their specific needs and
challenges, many of which differ from those of
the lowland Khmer populations. Basic education
is foundational to all types of development. It helps to
build the human resources necessary for community
development and to address poverty alleviation and other
emerging issues such as sustainable natural resource
management, health, and livelihood issues. Using local
languages—which the people understand—for basic
education brings ethnic minorities closer to engaging in
the national society and facilitates nation-building and
decentralization. In addition, the ethnic, cultural, and
linguistic diversity of the minority peoples, which the
government views as a valuable part of the national
heritage, is maintained. Animportant foundation for nation-
building is for all citizens to be engaged in development,
to readily access and understand messages from the
government, and to have the tools to communicate their
own needs and goals. The bilingual education strategy
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is important for meeting Cambodia’s national EFA goals.
Pedagogically, we know that for effective education to
take place, we must start with the known and move to
the unknown. Khmer is a foreign language for the ethnic
minorities. Therefore they need to start with their own
language in order to access Khmer. In keeping with their
rights to receive an education, all citizens of the country
have the right to read and write the national language as
well as their local language. These basic skills make
them stronger citizens and facilitate their engagementin
civil society. In summary, bilingual education helps
highlanders engage more fully in development and nation-
building and helps them to make development plans
appropriate to their communities in order to ensure a
positive future. Persons belonging to ethnic and linguistic
minorities have the right to use their own language. The
policies must reflect these rights by assuring that the
value of educational efforts by the ethnic groups
themselves be recognised and that these efforts be
integrated in to the larger framework of development of a
Cambodian national education system that is appropriate
for a multicultural society. Educational policy should
stress the importance of tolerance for ethnic diversity as
an important part of national reconciliation.
International conventions

The United Nations Declaration on Minority Rights
(adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution
47/135 of 18 December 1992) affirms that ethnic minorities
“have the right to enjoy their own

culture...and to use their own language, in private and in
public, freely and without interference or any form of
discrimination.” Cambodia is signatory to a number of
international human rights conventions including the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHCR), the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and the
Convention on the Discrimination Against Women, as
well as the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
states that children have a right to education as well as to
use their own language.

Bilingual education endorsement

For ethnic minority people in Cambodia, the language of
instruction is the most significant barrier to accessing
any type of education or training. This is because most
ethnic minority people have very limited, if any,
knowledge of Khmer, the official language of instruction.
In order to address the

EFA goals, key government officials have endorsed
bilingual education. Prime Minister Hun Sen, in a speech
in 2006 noted the need for local languages in instruction
inthe highland provinces, the need to review and develop
specific and viable strategies to address the unique access
constraints in ethnic minority areas, such as the
development of bilingual curricula and programs where
Khmer is used as a core language, the provision of
scholarships and the training of ethnic minority teachers.
He also emphasized the role of education for nation
building: In short, the Royal Government of Cambodia
considers education as an important pillar of the poverty
reduction strategy. Specifically, the equitable access to
basic education for children and adults is an effective
means to insert power, freedom and democracy to people
and help them to become educated and skillful for earning
their living as well as contribute to the defending, building,
and developing of the nation.

National EFA plan

The second goal of the National EFA planiis to “ensure
that by the year 2015, all children, especially young

girls, children in difficult circumstances and children from
ethnic minorities, have access to, and complete, good
quality, free, primary education.” The EFA Secretariat of
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS),
has stated, “The preparation and development of bilingual
classes for minority ethnic groups is strategically important
to ensure that by the year 2015, all children will receive
good quality education” (Nach, 2002).

THE NON-FORMAL EDUCATION BILINGUAL
PILOT

The MoEYs has supported the piloting of a new strategy
to meet the needs of the ethnic minorities—a trial bilingual
education programme using the vernacular as medium
of instruction, together with the national language. The
bilingual approach has emerged as an effective strategy
to meet the national EFA goals.

Setting

The northeast highlands of Cambodia have been isolated
from development for generations. Ratanakiri Province
is home to a number of indigenous groups, including the
Brao, Krung, Tampuan and Jarai. The Cambodian
government has made a commitment to providing
equitable development assistance in all sectors for all
peoplesin all parts of the country. Thus, programmes
specific to the needs of ethnic minorities need to be
developed to reach national development and education
objectives. Bilingual pilot projects have been conducted
in Ratanakiri since 1997 and now cover a total of four
languages: Tampuan, Brao, Krung and Kavet. Bilingual
NFE pilots have recently begun in neighbouring Mondulkiri
province in Bunong, the major language group of the
province. As of 2003, bilingual education initiatives were
being piloted in a total of three northeastern provinces.
The initial bilingual NFE pilot was initiated in late 1997.
The linguistic research in reducing the languages to writing
and producing instructional materials, has laid the
foundation for the development of the pilot primary
education projects launched in 2002. In 2003, the
Ratanakiri Provincial Information Service began preparing
aproject for disseminating information to the communities
inthe vernacular languages, starting with the oral language
in cassette form. Various development organizations
are producing informational posters and extension
materials in local languages to facilitate health and
community development training at the community level.
In addition to bilingual education trial projects, MOEYS is
supporting linguistic research in two additional languages,
Kuy (2002), and Western Cham (2003).

Bilingual NFE Pilot, Ratanakiri

The pilot Bilingual NFE Project in Ratanakiri province
was initiated in three stages: linguistic research and
material development at the local level, trial of bilingual
pilots, and official government approval following the initial
pilot. Following the successful beginning of the original
pilot and with official approval, use of the vernacular is
currently being expanded for use in other non-government
and government development and education efforts.
Research and Base Line Survey

The initial baseline house-to-house survey, conducted
by ICC, covered all residents in each of six villages in
the targetareas. Itfound that few people could understand
the national language, Khmer. This was especially the
case forwomen and children. The reading and speaking
skills of respondents were classified in three categories:
fluent, alittle, and none (‘not at all’).

Contines on Page 21
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Mobile Teacher Training can be
accessible in all the ethnic minority

areas

Burma’s Educational Crisis

Burma is in the midst of an educational tragedy.
The educational sector has suffered tremendously
under years of military rule. The major obstacles
to the civilian children inside Burma, is the lack of
opportunities and the quality of education. The
SPDC spends only US$1 per person per year on
health and education combined (John Hopkins
School of Health, 2006).

Ethnic minorities fare especially badly in education.
Indigenous languages, culture and literature are
prohibited in schools, making some ethnic minorities
from Burma illiterate in their own language and
detached to their history. Most ethnic groups face
discrimination by SPDC officials, limiting student’s
chances of attaining any level of education.
Three important changes the military regime made
to the curricula after independence from the British
were: the cultural aspect of the social sciences was
deleted which eroded the traditional respect for
education and high regard for an able and
competent person; Burmese was made the medium
of instruction at all levels; and the higher education
system was broken into small components, in order
to keep order and discipline in each campus.
Therefore thousands of students come out of the
system each year, barely educated with poor critical
thinking skills and unable to speak English, the
medium necessary in order to communicate with
the international community. English provides a
means to further their cause, while also allowing
access to information and educational opportunities
not available in their own languages.

Sources; http://www.mae-sot.org/minmahaw/
pages/BurmaEducation.php

1) The Burmese government perspective on
the education of the ethnic minority groups.
The ethnic groups who live in Burma have their
own traditions, culture, mother language, values
and desire for self determination; however, all these
groups are currently under Burmese government
control, so it's extremely difficult for them to develop
their own relevant education systems, national
identity and exercise self determination in the areas
where they live.

Sai Insorn, a Shan development worker who is
willing to help the Shan people develop, explained
that education is vital in order to develop local
indigenous communities. But in Shan state the
Burmese government have taken control of our
areas and imposed their own programs. It is
important to realize that the education systems
developing in each ethnic minority area differ from
state to state. The Burmese government provides
some primary schools in the states they control that
teach children to read and write using the Burmese
education system curriculum. These schools do
not include ethnic languages, traditions or culture,
which are then lost. We don't have the chance to
learn to read and write our ethnic languages in
school and although some individuals do try to
learn on their own, it is a struggle.

Karen Teacher Newsletter - June, 2011

Pa-Oh ethnic Pyo Pyo who gained two years
experience teaching in the Pa-Oh area said that
there are lots of children and adults who went to
primary school and some finished the Burmese
government primary school where they learned
to read Burmese but they had no opportunity to
learn their own language in school. Therefore, in
their summer holidays, they have attempted to learn
their own ethnic language in the Monastic schools,
which are organized by monks and community
leaders. These religious leaders fulfill a vital role
that the government is not providing.

2) The precedent of the ethnic Karen
Education system and Mobile Teacher
Trainers and the organization of teacher
training

Sai Steve, a Shan development worker who will
be taking responsibility for teacher training in Shan
State and starting to think about Mobile Teacher
Trainers in Shan state said: In Shan State the
normal education level is mostly up to 4th standard
primary level, and only 40% of Shan people attend
primary school. The shortage of schools, too few
qualified teachers and insufficient money are the
main reasons why most Shan people are not able
to go to school and study even at a primary level.
As this point, | have now visited the place where
the Karen people live and | have learned so many
things from them. We have the same foundation
and we are facing the same problems with the
Burmese government dictatorship; however, the
Karen people are managing to live and develop
their education system and so the question arises
as to whether the Shan people can do it as well? It
is a serious question for all the Shan people.
Therefore, to be able to have Mobile Teacher
Trainers in our areas, and adequate school
buildings to be available for students we have set
up specific planning to organize the MTT in our
own areas. | believe we are not too late to make
adequate education plans. Hopefully, we will be
able to start managing the MTT in Shan State.
Ta'Ang person Mai Puijar said, in 1995 the Ta'ang
nation rebellion group made a ceasefire agreement
with the Burmese government but in 2005 all the
groups were surrounded restricting the ability of
the Shan people to help themselves. Moreover,
much of the land is under government control so
some villages have no school buildings and hence
many children and adults are not interested in
education at all. That's why there are 80% people
who are unable to read and write in Ta'ang areas.
Some Ta'ang people have finished high school or
university in Burma but they are not coming back
and working for the Ta'ang people. In the Ta'ang
area we have to pay high tax levels because of
living under Burmese government rule. We also
face the challenges of drug and alcohol use and a
lack of transportation. However, despite the
challenges and difficulties we are developing an
education system in the Ta'ang area similar to that
of the Karen People including provision of MTT.
We will start gradually and increase steadily in the
years to come.

Continues on Page 28
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Learning and Transferring of
knowledge about Rotational
Farming and natural resource
management

Learning and transfer in daily life

Every stage of the process of carrying out rotational
farming and the management of natural resources; soil,
water, forest, and wildlife, begins from the celebration of
the New Year and continues until the rice harvest is
completed. The transfer of knowledge within this process
may seem to be ‘hidden’, as those who are the recipients
of the knowledge, the younger generation, are often
unaware that anything is happening. Yet very good results
are obtained because the method has been attuned and
refined continually, little by little, over a very long time. It
is most appropriate for the natural learning process of
humans, putting it among the best of all educational
methods, as it allows knowledge to seep slowly, but
deeply, into the mind.

Learning by observing and doing with the
parents

A village leader, is one person who underwent
transfer of knowledge only through the experiences
of daily life. This is because he was brought up
before there was any transfer of knowledge in a
formal school system, as there is today. The day
after the rituals were over, parents and the other
adults would go to look for a place to clear a field.
They told kids this intentionally so that kids would
know they were going to see an example of
something that they do. Parents have an intention
for kids to learn and a ‘learning target’, but parents
simply say ‘go with father’, ‘go to learn’, ‘go to see
how the people go together to look for a place to
clear a field'. Kids go with them without much
awareness of what is happening. All they know is
that they are going to look for a place to clear a
field. When parents and kids arrive at the place,
parents get a stick and push it into the ground, and
kids stand by and watch what parents do. Before
parents do the divining ritual, parents dig some
earth out from under a tree, then parents drive out
the spirit-owner, which goes elsewhere. Then they
pray, ‘l will make a field here, | will make a garden
here. If the spirit of the land and spirit of the water
are here, my eyes look but cannot see the spirits.
| ask the spirits to go away and leave this place.’
Kids watch everything parents do, and when kids
watch, kids remember. Afterwards, when kids are
old enough to work, kids' parents will make
opportunities for them to do something, but at first
kids make mistakes, especially with the prayers,
which are difficult for kids to remember. First, father
says the prayer for kids, then kids do it themselves.
After many years kids are able to say the prayer
by themselves, even if the details of the content
are not all the same; the prayer may be shorter or
longer, but kids get most of the important things,
and they remember that by that time kids were
about 20 years old.

Non-verbal ‘learning by doing’ with others
Belief is very often involved when putting the body of
knowledge into practice to perform rituals. These acts
must be performed with respect, care and calm, and if
not the ritual will not be sacred or effective, and the aim
of the ritual will not be accomplished. For that reason,
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when carrying out the ritual, teaching with words or
explaining by describing is believed to be ‘taboo’. The
mother and father and the adults who are present as the
people carrying out the transfer of knowledge are not
permitted teach through words. At the same time, it is
also forbidden for the children who are receiving the
transfer of knowledge to ask questions. This method
increases the dimension of sacredness by giving the
recipients of the transfer a sense of reverence, leading
them to have an awareness that the body of knowledge
should be transferred meticulously and in the correct
manner.

Transfer of knowledge through ritual practice
In the process of carrying out rotational farming, each
stage and each season is accompanied by rituals, starting
from the celebration of the New Year with the tying of
white thread on the wrist, calling back the spirits, and the
ritual of pouring the first of the rice wine. When selecting
aplace to clear afield, the ritual of divining the place to
clear the field is carried out. When clearing the field the
ritual of beginning to clear the field and the ritual of calling
back the spirits of the work leader of the family is
performed. When the field is burnt, the ritual of calling the
wind and the ritual of marking the field is carried out.
When they ‘strike’ the field and sowed the rice, they
carry out the ritual of striking the field. When they weed
the field, they perform the ritual of cutting the neck of the
weeds. At the beginning of August, they have the ritual of
feeding the field, and about a week before harvesting the
rice, they have the custom of eating roasted unripe rice,
telling folktales and eating the firstrice. In the season of
harvesting the rice, the ritual of calling back the spirits of
the work leader performed. When they thresh the rice,
the ritual of tying the wrist and calling back the spirits is
carried out when starting to thresh the rice, and the ritual
of whittling down the rice seeds is carried out. When the
threshing is completed and before carrying the rice back
to the house, a ritual to drive evil spirits from the granary,
aritual to call the bird of the rice spirit back to heaven,
and the ritual of feeding the rice to make it last longer are
performed. After all the rice has been carried back to the
house, itis the end of the field season, and they perform
the ritual of calling back all the spirits into the field and the
ritual of the bottom of the threshing yard. The transfer of
knowledge through the various rituals is one that achieves
good interest, attention and retention from the recipients of
the transfer, children and youth, who often like to participate
inrituals such as these as there is a lot of festive food and
celebration, especially meat, which they do not get to eat
very often. While participating in festivals they practise
the prayers and actions and little by little become more
proficient, which in the end results in a deep transfer of
the knowledge contained in the various rituals.
Transfer of knowledge through acting as
work leader of the family

Transfer of knowledge through taking the part of the work
leader of the family is carried out by setting up a person
of the younger generation for transfer of various kinds of
knowledge concerned with the process of carrying out
rotational farming. The work leader is chosen for her/his
important characteristics for transfer, and should be a
person of working age and can be either a daughter ora
sonwho isin good physical and mental health, who has
sufficient potential for receiving and learning the various
kinds of knowledge, and who will be able to pass on that

Continues on Page 19
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Interview with Th'ra Saw Mu Lah
Th'ra Saw Mu Lah was born on July 19", 1973 in Klet
Tuvillage, Won Ray township, Dooplaya district. Th'ra
Saw Mu Lah grew up and went to school in his village
until he reached the 8" standard. Because the school in
his village only went up until the 8" standard, he left and
went to town to continue his education. Unfortunately,
during the middle of his 9th standard year he contracted
an eye disease which made it unable for him to continue
his studies. Because of this, he left school in the middle
of the year and returned to his village. At the time Th'ra
Saw Mu Lah returned home, there was a desperate
need for teachers in his village and so, despite his eye
disease, he became a teacher to support his community.
That was in 1996, and Th'ra Saw Mu Lah has been
working as a teacher in his village since then.

Phru Pwgo met with Th'ra Saw Mu Lah during the time
he attended the Summer Vacation Training (SVT) at K'ser
Poe village. Phru Pwgo interviewed him about his 15
years of teaching experience in the K'ser Kler community;
his former students who have returned to work together
with him in the community; the local education situation;
and his perspective on Summer Vacation Training.

Q- Please tell me briefly about the current education
situation in your K'ser Kler community?

A- Comparing the previous situation of education with
what is happening now, things have improved. If we
consider the children who did not attend school in the
past; some were too lazy to go to school, some wanted
to go to school but their parents couldn't support them;
and also some parents who couldn't read and write,
were not able to be involved directly in supporting and
encouraging their children through the education program.
But now, these kinds of issues are improving. The
education system is developing and growing with the
community and now most of the children have been to
town to continue their learning and further their education.
Also many more children now know what education is
about.

Q- What kinds of extra responsibilities did you take on
as a teacher in your community?

A- There is a proverb which goes, "The energy comes
from the village." The meaning is that the village energy
must come from the villagers first. That's why | have
been teaching since 1996. When | began teaching in the
village, there were nobody to take responsibility for
planning and developing education in our community.
So, I took on the responsibilities of being school head
master, forming the school committee, constructing the
school building and being the head villager. At first no
body was working with me, but over time, people began
to join with me and provide their help to support education
in the community. But things are still not perfect.

Q- How much support did you get when you started
teaching?

A-When | started teaching, for the first three years | got
nothing. It was very difficult for the villagers and the
parents to support me. Even for themselves, they were
struggling full time just to survive. They were very busy
and they couldn't find time to participate in their children's
education. For example, sometimes | had rice to eat, but
for them there was no rice to eat. So, | feel that it was
very difficult for them to support me. However, | didn't
feel sad even though | got nothing.

I'm satisfied with volunteering myself and working for
the community and | enjoy it too. I'd been working step
by step as a teacher, then the first time that | received a
salary, it was 700 Burmese Kyat for the whole year.
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And then another year, | received 1000 Kyat. In my
teaching, | work for the education, not for the money, but
a little money is helpful in supporting my basic needs
and supporting the students too. The situation has
improved step by step and now we have teacher support
and school materials provided by KSEAG (Karen State
Education Assistance Group). Before that, teachers and
students had to rely on themselves to meet basic needs.
Q- Nowadays, how does the community support its
teachers?

A- Nowadays, parents, the school committee and the
students all participate in education. We have used the
same traditions of community support that our elders
showed to us to support education. We work together;
provide help to our neighbour and share the work between
us. There is no help from others besides the KSEAG
support.

Q- What changes can you see in the relationship between
the community and the school over yourl5 years of
teaching?

A- As | have mentioned before things have improved a
lot already if we compare them with what we had in the
past. Now, | can see many of the students and their
parents are able to concentrate and give respect to their
leaders, or the teachers who lead them and they also
understand more about the value of the education. In this
process, they have also become more actively involved
in participating in education. But, things are still not perfect
yet.

Q- Whatis the relationship between your local community
school and the SPDC (State Peace and Development
Council) government school?

A- We don't really have much of a relation-ship between
the schools. The big thing is that in the beginning of the
school year, the SPDC distributes student notebooks
and school materials and they force us to buy them. So,
that is the extent of our relationship. For our students’
further education, if our students finish the primary or
secondary school here, we need to get the SPDC
government school certificates for them to continue their
education, so this is the reason we buy from them. In
any case, they order us to buy from them.

Q- Why don't you develop your community school,
year by year, to provide higher levels of education?
A- We do want to do this but it has been difficult in the
current situation in which some communities are very
far from the school and it is very difficult for us in terms
of networking, transportation and the villagers and the
parents also have no energy to support them. Even
year by year all of us still need to struggle a lot to
develop this.

Q- Inyour village do you invite the SPDC government
teachers to come and teach?

A-Not atall. The villagers have made their own decision
about this. Instead of inviting the SPDC government
teachers to improve our community, we've decided that
it will be much better if we make improvements for
ourselves.

Q- You say you will do this by yourselves, but do you
have teachers that are as qualified as the SPDC
government teachers?

A- Yes, we have two graduates with degrees. These
two used to be my students when they were at the
primary level and now they have finished their studies
and have come back to work with me, so I'm really
happy and satisfied with my work.

Q- What is happening about further education for your
community?

Continue on page 19
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Continued from Page 13

knowledge to the younger generation. Also, s/he should
be a person who can improve the livelihood of the family
as measured by the productivity of the rotational farming
field, both in terms of rice and various other food crops.
The work leader plays a very important role in the work
inthe rotational farming field; before beginning each stage
of the work, s/he is the one who must begin the work
first, from starting the work of clearing of the field right on
to the starting of the harvest work. Each family gives
very greatimportance to the person who is the work
leader, because sihe will be the person who will determine
the well-being and survival of the family, and at the same
time is the person who holds and protects the body of
knowledge, and will pass it on to the next generation.
The work leader can rotate or change each year between
the members of the family, and can go in order of the
eldest to the younger children, or in a mixed order
according to whichever person excels in doing the work
for producing the crops in sufficiency for the consumption
of the family. In order to create a transfer of knowledge
that has increased meaning and importance, the person
who is the subject of the transfer must pass through
rituals which create in her or him an awareness of her/
himself both as a person and as a sacred object, and
make the process of transfer a sacred process. Because
of that, before beginning to clear the field, which is the first
stage in the rotational farming process, each family will
carry out the ritual of tying white thread on the wrist and
calling back the spirits of the work leader.
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Teacher Education

Learning Different Activities

Introduction

In the last two newsletters, we already provide a
variety of different ways of students learning about
some listening skills and writing skills. As we know,
everyone learn by different ways of writing, listening
and doing it. Now we would like to provide some
speaking skills for teachers to get some teaching
methods. We hope that it will be useful for them and
their students. This time we will focus only speaking
skill to improve students' speaking or learning. The
speaking activities are provided below.

SPEAKINGACTIVITIES

This section has activities to improve students'
speaking skills. Speaking, like writing, is a
productive skill. In this section, we look at meaning-
focused speaking activities, which require students
to practice spoken language with real life-like
outcomes.

No skill is taught in isolation. Except for repeating
or reading aloud, speaking also involves (someone)
listening and many activities involve students taking
turns speaking and listening- a conversation.
Similarly, writing tasks usually have someone
reading.

9. Speaking Activities- from Controlled
to Free

The earlier activities are more controlled, practicing
only the target language and ideas, with only one
correct outcome. The later activities are more free,
with many possible successful outcomes.

9.1 Whispers

a. Put studentsin groups of 6-10. Each group stands
in a line. Show the first member of each group the
sentence.

b. The first group member whispers the sentence
into the ear of the second group member.

c. The second group member whispers the
message into the ear of the third group member.

Purpose: students communicate messages clearly
Practicalities: students work in groups
Preparation: prepare sentences for groups to
communicate.

The message gets passed through the whole
group.

d. Whenthe last group member hears the message,
they write it on the board. Is it the same as the
original message?

So that students don't get bored, and they get
more practice, you can have several sentences
going through the group at the same time.

9.2 Interview and tell

a.As aclass, brainstorm a list of questions
students can ask each other. This works best,
if you stick to one topic.

b. In pairs, students ask and answer the questions.

Purpose: students ask for, give rephrase
information

Practicalities: students work as a class and in
pairs.

c. Students explain their partner's answers to the
class (orto a group)

9.3 Spoken Summary

Students quickly read a text on a topic they have
Been studying, then give a brief summary.

Purpose: students summarize a text without written
preparation.

Practicalities: This is best done with higher level
students.

Preparation: prepare a text for students to
summarize sentences

students can summarize the same texts
students can summarize different but
related texts.
texts can be in English, or students' first
language.
With a large class, have students do this in group

9.4 Keep Talking

a. Give each group a picture.

b. Inturn, students say a
sentence describing the picture.

Purpose: students improve their spoken fluency
Practicalities: students work in groups of 3-8
Preparation: prepare one picture per group,
related to a topic or structure students have been
studying

c. One by one, students say more
sentences about the picture until
nobody can think of any more.

d. Groups swap pictures, and do the activity again.
953-2-1
a. Students prepare a 3 minute talk on a topic

they have been studying. Give them a few
minutes to make notes- they shouldn't write
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it down word for word.

b. Students work in pairs. Partner Atalk for

three minutes while partner B listens. Then
Partner B talks while Partner Alistens.

c. Students change partners. This time they each
give their talk for two minutes.

d. Students change Partners again, and each give
their talk for one minute.

Purpose: students gradually summarize their talks
Practicalities: students need to work in pairs, and
change partners. This can get noisy

You can change the length of time to suit the level
of the class. With low level students, have them
talk for 90 sceonds- 60 seconds- 30 seconds or
less. With more advanced students, have them
talk for 4,3, and 2 minutes.

9.6 Speech with Mistakes

a. Students prepare a short speech (a
few sentences for beginners, a minute
or more for higher level students).
They should include some incorrect
statement. This works best with a topic

Purpose: students prepare and deliver a speech,
and practice active listening
Practicalities: students need to hear speaker.

students are currently studying.

b. The class listens. After the speech is over, the
class lists the mistakes.

For large classes, do this in groups of 5-8.
9.7 Presentations

a. Individually or in pairs or groups, students
prepare a presentation. They decide what they

Purpose: students prepare and deliver a formal
presentation

Practicalities: The class needs to be able to watch
and listen to each presentation. This may take quite
alongtime.

are going to present: what they will talk about, and
how they will say it.

b. They decide what supporting resources they
will use in their presentation:

- posters, pictures, or photographs -
charts and diagrams

- objects that are relevant to their talk

c. If necessary, students prepare notes to assist
them in delivering their presentations. They should



not write out their entire presentations word for
word.

d. Students deliver their presentations to the class.

This works best if you give students a strict time
limit for their presentation — neither too short nor
too long. Also, if you do it in groups, make sure
every student speaks.

You might like to get the class to make notes of the
key points of each student's presentation.

9.8 Describe and Match the Picture

a. Prepare some pictures related to the
topic you are teaching. Give a picture to
each student.

Purpose: students improve their spoken fluency
Practicalities: students work in groups of 3-8
Preparation: prepare one picture per group,
related to a topic or structure students have been
studying

b.  Students prepare oral — not written —
descriptions of their pictures.

c.  Collectthe pictures mix them up and give
one to each student.

d. Inturn, students describe their pictures.
The student with the picture identifies it.

9.9 Chain Story

a. Give the students the first sentence of a story,
e.g. There was an old man who lived alone.

Purpose: students take turn to tell a part of story.
Practicalities: class discussion

b. The first student gives the next sentence in the
story, e.g. His family had all left him, but he had
about twenty cats.

c. The second student continues the story. Students
take turns saying a sentence of the story. With a
large class, do this in group

9.10 Impromptu Speeches

a. Prepare alist of topics. You might like to
get each student to write a topic on a
piece of paper and put it into a box or
bag. Have a student select a piece of
paper from the bag.

b.  Allow the student a minute to think of
ideas.
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Purpose: students make a short speech on an
unprepared topic.

Practicalities: This is a good activities to have
two or three students do at the start of every lesson
Preparation: prepare a list of topics for students
to select from.

c.  The student talks for a minute on that
topic.
Higher level students can talk for two minutes.

Continued from page 15

A- If we look at our community, most of the students,
parents and education workers have themselves
only finished schooling at the primary or secondary
levels. That's why we need to improve this. For
example, if we don't set up higher levels of education
in our community, students have to leave the
community and go to the cities for further education
and they need support from their parents to do
this. But, currently, for those who don't have support
from their parents, we take the responsibility for
supporting their further education.

Q- The students who've left the community after
finishing their studies...have you see that they are
coming back?

A- During my 15 years of teaching | have seen
just a few of them coming back. The large number
of them are lost. Even when they come back, it's
often only just to visit their family and relatives. As |
have heard, most of them have gotten jobs after
finishing their schooling. Also, some of them are
now working for the SPDC government.

Q- How does the community arrange support for
further education for students who are not able to
be supported by their parents?

A- Inthis case, we ask the students carefully if they
are still willing to study and if so, we take the
responsibility. Firstly, we negotiate with the township
education coordinator then find a suitable place for
them to study and the ways and means to send
them there and support them.

Q- Inyour experience, what are the most important
things that are needed to support and develop
education in your community?

A- The most important things we need, in my
experience, are unity, to help each other, more
community participation and cooperation, and to
build understanding between villagers that all
villagers need to participate for development to
progress.

Q- What are the biggest challenges in your
community?

A- The biggest challenges are: when not all
villagers participate in community work;
misunderstanding each other; and when villagers
don't help each other and then just go to the city for
their own self benefit.

Q- So, what do you think about this Summer
Vacation Training?

A- | think it's great. | mean the teachers already
have their own skills, but these are not enough for
them. I know that they have to still learn more and
more. Not just me, but -some other teachers too,

before we got training we just did things by
ourselves as we thought was right.

Q- How many time have you attended the Summer
Vacation Training?

A- | have been two times. But the training each
time has been on different topics.

Q- What about for the future?

A- Sure, | have decided that if the SVT is still running
in the future, even if I'm very busy, | will try my best
to be available to attend.

Q- How can you use the training that you've gotten
during SVT?

A-Firstly, | can use this training in my own classroom
teaching. And secondly, | can share my training
with teachers in my community who were not able
to get this training themselves.

Q- What has been your experience of the SVT
training?

A- | have seen the villagers cooperate well
together. | have seen the leaders cheer for us and
support us gladly. | have learned training methods,
political skills and other things that | can use in the
future.

Q- What messages would you like to share to with
students who studying in the refugee camps, in
Karen State, or abroad?

A- | want to give encouragement to the students
who live in refugee camps, overseas and in Karen
State. | want all of you to try really hard in your
studies, do your best, try your best to know
yourselves as you are Karen. Know where you
were born, and your land and one day try to give
back to your people...to help the people who need
help.

Q- Is there anything else that you want to tell Phru
Pwgo?

A- Karen teachers are dedicating themselves to
the next generation of children, they develop the
nation by education; they drop the seeds and
develop the roots of education. I'm saying please
do not forget them wherever you live. | hope
everyone in our Karen communities such as
villagers, leaders, students, and people who live
overseas don't forget what teachers have done
for them. Also, please give attention and respect to
the teachers who dedicate themselves to
community work. Even when these teachers have
nothing and are struggling to survive in their homes
and families, they still teach the children and support
them to be able to get their basic needs. So this is
the kind of teacher everybody needs. To all
teachers, | want to say, we give up ourselves for
our communities and we should realize and
understand that people know we bring humanity
and love to our people. In this life, our lives as
teachers might be materially poor, but our real lives
are not poor. Actually, our real lives are full of
kindness and gentleness, soft and rich. | want to
send a message of hope and best wishes to all our
teachers, local community leaders, CBOs
(Community Base Organizations) and NGOs
(Nongovernmenatl Organizations), all the students
who are trying to get their education and prepare
to work for their communities, and all parents who
support their children to attend school. Best wishes
to all of you, that you will enjoy living life, and have
luck and safety for the rest of your lives.
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Continued from Page 9

Five scripts, or alphabets, were officially approved in
2003 for four languages in Ratanakiri Province (Kavet,
Krung, Brao, and Tampuan), and one language in
neighboring Mondulkiri Province (Bunong). Following
linguistic research (Crowley, 2000; Keller, 2001) and
field-testing of the scripts through the pilot bilingual NFE
programmes in Ratanakiri Province, a national committee
was established by the MOEYS in September 2002 to
review and finalise the vernacular alphabets. In 2003 the
Committee approved five vernacular alphabets, all of
which are written using Khmer symbols.
CONCLUSION

The Cambodian government supports expansion of
bilingual education to meet the EFA goals for
indigenous minority peoples, both children and adults.
Bilingual education pilots in Cambodia have
demonstrated that using the vernaculars along with the
national language facilitates access to education and
development, which in turn has the potential to meet
poverty reduction goals, strengthen human

resources at the local level, and facilitate nation building.
In particular, the bilingual approachis an effective strategy
necessary to achieve National EFA goals for the ethnic
minority peoples in northeastern Cambodia. http:/
www.sil.org/asia/ldc/parallel_papersthe_chey_chap.pdf
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Continued from From Page 11

Nafen, a Lahu, said: most of the Lahu people are
ordinary people. Fifty percent of the Lahu people
are national workers, but the rest of the people are
all ordinary and living innocently. In our area
mostly the education system has been under the
control of the Burmese government, which is why
the majority of the Lahu people are not able to
attend school. So the education level of the Lahu
people is very poor. There are some schools in
our area but most of the Lahu people are not able
to study because the education comes from the
Burmese government so we have to pay school
fees. Only a few Lahu people can afford primary
education. The Lahu people cannot learn their own
language in school, however as many are Christian
they can learn their language in Sunday School
and in summer vacation classes. Conversion
brings the benefit of education. Education in our
area is expensive. If you have money you can
afford an education. For this significant reason our
leaders have sent us to train in order to learn
these kinds of teacher training skills after which we

will be able to work and promote the education
system in our community as teacher trainers.

3) The First Training of Trainers (ToT) is how
available for ethnic minority teacher
trainers.

The purpose of this training is to facilitate the
development of an education system in each
minority ethnic area. The possibility of networking
with the other ethnic groups encourages
development as they share their experiences with
each other. The Karen Teacher Working Group
(KTWG), World Education (WE) and the
Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples network
(IKAP) held a Training of Trainer (ToT) workshop
for 10 different ethnic groups from across Eastern
Burma as well as in refugee camps and migrant
areas in Thailand from April 18th to May 13™,
2011. This training was aimed at enabling each
group to develop Mobile Teacher Trainers for
their areas. The ethnic groups who joined the
training were Pa-oh, Arakhan, Shan, Ta'ang,
Lahu, Kayan, Kayah, Kayaw, Karenni, Mon and
Karen. The training began with a two-day
introduction and cross-cultural communication
focus to highlight the need for all participants to
respect, tolerate and appreciate their cultural
differences.

Conclusion

The largest ethnic groups living in Burma are the
Kachin, Karenni, Karen, Chin, Mon, Arakhan,
and Shan. There are many smaller ethnic groups
that live in Burma as well. It is very important that
these groups have control over their own lives,
traditions and culture. Although there are many
challenges and significant problems facing the
ethnic groups there are also many valuable
aspects of life in the ethnic areas, which should
be preserved. Therefore, the most basic need
for all the different ethnic groups is the
development of education as well as sharing
information and networking with each other.
Hopefully, the Mobile Teacher Trainers will be
accessible in all the ethnic minority areas.
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The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
newsletter, wants to share certain experience, ideas and
information that we hope is useful for the development
of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
opinions and news to help us achieve this goal.

Please write below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
games, poems, experiences and anything else you
believe would be useful to share in this newsletter.
Make sure you include your name, date and place
that you live when you write to us. Please use a plain
piece of paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
send your puzzle game, please put the answer.

We are looking forward to hearing from you!

KTWG P.O Box39 Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110 Thailand.

méngo:e@cégmgmgﬁ— c&é,_ﬁﬂo

28



i

&ﬁéﬁ, 538, 8101&:006Do06l03:R 0056 oo")::)ra[:ooﬁgrg)@:mm?aqogﬁo?mﬁo?:ogﬁmo§§§1. 02pE:g10B:cmapanagiesl 8530509
oolap8agooleslealédianeronopbdionl, F:cad8HdMB0m3:010pdMdMHNsSI0BI i 8daIHeBsHdl. oalgaasaish
20228503610
. mécéc%:mﬁcqﬁoofmﬁmgm@ﬁ Jo 0358591001095335 09500085
. INBH B 0§D Ge 03006 DONTRPIDDMRPIP0FID
op18col8&:on1 1001500815 G. 03ooqHoricp:aogd
- RS cqidgoosd 9. 0210060520815

-

&

Sy -2 ATW
\ b




e e *I!:':"f{-'f
- oe,zo@mbécéaoqﬁm%mﬁmSﬁa‘awoﬁooqo? £Sq1031331c\31

. méﬁﬁs@g?@m@@% ooﬁomﬁﬁo& e ) =, | i
""‘Pﬂf&P@U’ﬁmn Newsletter'is produced by '
| l.tlww l

: Teacher Workmg Group. ' \
Lﬁ\\ A




