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Schools Displaced in SPDC
offensive

Because of an SPDC troop offensive,
over three thousand Karen villagers
have become internally displaced and
fled to Ei Htu Hta camp.

This new camp is located on the Thai-
Burma border near Ho Kay village,
Mutraw district, Karen state. This is the
newest camp for internally displaced
people, which is very different from
some of the older camps around the
Thai border. There is no electricity for
televisions or CD players and no
motorcycles or cars.

According to uncle Lah Doh, a Karen
villager who fled to the Thai-Burma
border, because of SPDC troop activity,
there was a big problem for Karen
people, and also students. Children can
not continue their study so it is affecting
their education.

Ei Htu Hta student Naw Gay, (14) said
“when we come to this new camp, the
situation is better than how we live in
our village. Now we can get food, health
care and free education.”

“| could only study up to grade 2 and
had to stop my study because of family
problems. Now | can continue my study,
| feel so happy”.

Children are determined to get an
education. They hope to study in this
new camp till they graduate in grade
ten. Parents are encouraging their
children to study while they have the
opportunity. Even though they have left
their homeland and fled to the border,
they have hope for their children to get
a better education than before because
they feel safer and do not have to worry
for their safety.

Access to education has been one of
the casualties of the SPDC offensive
against Karen State. The offensive
began in February 2006, and many

*
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Karen teachers, student and villagers
have died. Moreover, the numbers of
internally displaced people has
increased in Karen state. Some have
fled to the Thai-Burma border, while
some are still hiding in the jungle.

Internet Access to Refugee Camps

Refugees in Htam Him and Ba Don Yan
Camps requested to have internet
access and study Computer Microsoft
Ware in the camps. They would like
Microsoft and some other companies to
come and provide them with learning
materials and jobs.

On May 31%, Microsoft and other
companies, such as Nike (Sport
equipment), Manpower Inc (producing
batteries), Merck, Pricewaterhouse
Coopers and UNHCR went to the
camps.

Tharamu Maycher, Htam Him camp
leader, said that they would like to have
internet after studying computer, in
order to communicate and search the
news.

Jonathan Murray, the Microsoft EMEA
key executive, visited Ban Don Yan
camp to see refugees learning
computer. He was shocked when he
knew that refugees were not allowed to
use internet.

Jonathan said: “I would like to request
to the Thai Government to allow people
in camp to use the internet in order to
educate them more.” He also had a
plan to meet the Government and talk
about this issue with them.

Thara Htoo Ha, Ban Don Yan camp
leader, said that they requested to study
computer as a subject in school from
grade 5- 10 and they would also like to
get jobs to earn a living because they
aren't allowed to go out of the camp.
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UNHCR responded to improve the plan
for people in camps who don't go to a
third country and for young people to
get the best education and develop their
sport skills.

UNHCR Head of External Relations,
Nick Van Praag, added that UNHCR
Council of Business leaders suggested
having a marketing system in camp in
order to help refugees to find jobs and
support themselves.

Refugee Students Perform for
World Refugee Day

On June 20th, 10 refugee students from
Mae Ra Ma Luang and Ma La Oon
refugee camps made the 4 hour drive
into the town of Mae Sariang to join
World Refugee Day activities at a local
high school, sponsored by UNHCR. In
the morning, refugee agencies put up
displays and held workshops with Thai
students. In the afternoon, the refugee
students performed songs and a film
was shown, depicting schooling inside
Karen State. This was seen by 100 Thai
students. The purpose of the day was
to foster understanding amongst the
Thai community concerning the plight
of refugees. When asked what they
could do to help refugees, one Thai
student said, “We must pray for them”,
while another suggested, “We can write
letters to them”.

Later in the afternoon, the refugee
students visited the KTWG office for ice
cream before visiting a few sites in Mae
Sariang. Their busy and exciting day
finished with dinner at a restaurant with
KTWG staff and a few foreign friends.
The students were delighted with their
day - for many it was their first visit to a
town. However, by 9 pm they were
exhausted, and returned to the Karen
Refugee Committee for a well earned
rest.

*
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NFE (Non-Formal Education)
school opened in Don Yan Camp
(from Hsa Lwei, Don Yan Camp)

NFE School was opened on June 22™
2007. Teachers, students, school
committees and camp leaders came to
the opening ceremony at ZOA office.
Representatives from UNHCR and Kaw
Saw Naw (Thai teaching) teachers also
attended the ceremony.

The school was organized by ZOA, with
support from UNHCR. Jennifer, NFE
head master in Don Yan, said “There
are (8) NFE schools in all seven refugee
camps along the Thai Burma border,
most of which have opened in the last
three months”.

“The school was established so people
here will have a chance to further their
studies. People in the camp don’t have
a chance to study at formal schools for
many reasons and this is a good
opportunity for them to continue
studying and learn Basic English. This
is useful for those going to resettle in
third countries” said the head master.
She added that the school isn't focusing
so much on English Grammar and
writing skills, but mainly on speaking
and listening.

“It'll be better if we can speak both Thai
and English while we stay in Thailand”
said Adrian, a representative from
UNHCR. Htoo Han, camp leader, added
“Schools are great, especially since we
can offer free education. We would like
to thank all leaders who are trying to
establish schools and are willing to help
refugees”.

NFE recruited 60 students this year and
the course will last for three months.
The course includes practical lessons,
and showings of English movies to
improve students’ listening skills. Basic
computer skills will also be taught. All
the students are glad to be studying at
NFE School, and we thank all of the
people who are struggling to help us.
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Education System in China

In China, the education is divided into three
categories: basic education, higher
education, and adult education. The
Compulsory Education Law stipulates
that each child have nine years of formal
education.

Basic Education

Basic education in China includes pre-
school education, primary education and
regular secondary education. Preschool, or
kindergarten, can last up to three years,
with children entering as early as age three,
until age six, when they typically enter
elementary school. The academic year is
divided into two semesters.

Secondary education is divided into
academic secondary education and
specialized/vocationalltechnical secondary
education. Academic secondary education
is delivered by academic lower and upper
middle schools.

Lower middle school graduates wishing to
continue their education take a locally
administered entrance exam, on the basis
of which they will have the option either of
continuing in an academic upper middle
school or of entering a vocational secondary
school. Vocational schools offer programs
ranging from two to four years and train
medium-level skilled workers, farmers, and
managerial and technical personnel.
Technical schools typically offer four-year
programs to train intermediate technical
personnel. “Schools for Skilled Workers”
typically train junior middle school
graduates for positions requiring production
and operation skills. The length of training
is typically three years.

Higher Education

Higher education at the undergraduate level
includes two and three year junior
colleges(sometimes called short-cycle
colleges), four-year colleges, and
universities offering programs in both
academic and vocational subjects. Many
colleges and universities also offer graduate
programs leading to a master’s or Ph.D.
degree.

*

Chinese higher education at the
undergraduate level is divided into three-
year and four-year programs. The former is
offered not only at short-cycle colleges, but
frequently also at four-year colleges and
universities. The latter is offered at four-
year colleges and universities but do not
always lead to the bachelor's degree.

Myriad higher education opportunities also
fall under the general category of adult
education.

Adult Education

The adult education category overlaps all
three of the above categories. Adult primary
education includes Workers’ Primary
Schools, Peasants’ Primary Schools, and
literacy classes. Adult secondary education
includes radio/TV specialized secondary
schools, specialized secondary school for
cadres, specialized secondary schools for
staff and workers, specialized secondary
schools for peasants, in-service teacher
training schools and correspondence
specialized secondary schools. Adult higher
education includes Radio/TV universities,
cadre institutes, workers' colleges, peasant
colleges, correspondence colleges and
educational colleges. Most of the above
offer both two and three-year short-
cycle curricula; only a few also offer regular
undergraduate curricula.

China pledges elimination of rural
compulsory education charges in two
years

In what was called “a milestone event” in
China’s educational history, Chinese
Premier Wen Jiabao on Sunday pledged
that the government would eliminate all
charges on rural students receiving a nine-
year compulsory education before the end
of 2007.

The new policy, apparently resulting from
the central leadership’s latest call for
building a “new socialist countryside,” will
benefit some 160 million school-age
children in the vast rural region, who
account for nearly 80 percent of the
country’s primary and junior middle school
students.




- NN T 1]

SEp&eosfeppasporfosancopap

International Education News

@@m1moibco1ooﬁm1gdi§coﬁogl
& Jo0- ] 2 oS oom uﬂ(%)(ﬂ.n
39050315%@&)0)1@?@8[3_31055%5@
83§§c81.m53963§1m@5005m1ic:m:
ogﬁcégooqlzd%ﬁmm%ﬁ@mqéz’a
25(00)ca005358:01a85cperon
m18w§mﬁwiﬁm§0i§ogmgﬁm§
@oaqiﬁc&.g:mﬁoiﬁooﬁdiﬁog(\m
q@ﬁ(’ﬁe’sf]3978585@98509185§moﬁ
(72]1351@%0@500%9%(7%0:850)@1@500%
mdﬂ?}o%l@gl@gﬁm1oogl:5§§ﬁm
@fxs’a 85@:08{5 cadroon é] Ao d

‘%;50%1.

(}1(7{5:7)5(71539(Ph”030pher)
8465(Confucius) (551-479
B.C)C\)Dof)ooﬁogﬁg]o&b@%lcs@
@ﬁqlmn'ac?ﬁzgﬁ@gw:oo?@@gm
wﬁom@oaqf)mﬁelm1mql:rgﬁcﬁl
‘%f):f:@%ﬁogf)%ﬁb@ﬁooﬁ@'agmqugz
melggo@or_ﬁbcum’ﬂ éé:@?%ﬁ
(Jooo)m%m%d)ﬁﬁc&.@gbcg:@%ﬁ
08§§5@$ﬁm®ﬁm<f)$§bmcﬂ15m1
@m@ﬁgﬁgpg:cﬁc\%(ﬁg@m
Q,ooo,gzmmiﬁogbx;cbobsﬁmﬁ
P2Pe0225¢5pgpcd.

0285 021 g2 835 B5onT 035 :0H
oRH2oqdimdehica aRS 0D
0nd5u5 005085 za5 Bcaon
mpodieten:odlopd b oboyon
0Sm»SoiE:gimndmad g
B8B83 cd g5 001 22 d 3B D
ogﬁooﬁ Q126103 0H 031 0358
Badoicmoigdmdmbarmq
a1001800H 3 81glonl ogHuzBrov:
odigicaonizdsdhigioniopdSan
mﬁel@%lo?logr%ogf)oo:ooogboolsgz

mﬁewnmoﬁm@%ﬁbmﬁ@ﬁmwooﬁic:

*

osqebieZeoniBiestcShosel

Rural Chinese students

o210oL,0210095520995,8:qLonoiost
Q1B @b E: o (Y%lblcg%ooﬁ ol

o%moﬁ@gﬁbmcgiﬁc&.

3266055 5500q:08193:90529500]
Q%lmﬁwmwegé:bxﬁoé(r%ﬁogﬁm
:)oﬁq:@%ﬁogﬁmﬁeu\%mu{lq:g:ooﬁ
oomggbcm%co@%ﬁ@go?ﬁ(ﬁlomqw%l
Qﬁgso’%l@ﬁw:(ﬁgbmﬁ@gﬁc&.w
@S(@mﬁd@@gb%ﬁmﬁm@&m%ﬁmﬁ
@éggf]ooﬁoom’ﬂ ogﬁooﬁgooﬁo;)c\m
B ed.AiadsHotcnd8S B35 m
8100(95,%:@6:001(tu Ition)emd8:
mﬁa@z:ooﬁcﬁ@’am&gm(\ﬁmoegm1
oibmwooﬁelonmogzgél,omooﬁel
2 ogﬁgmuf)ooﬁoir%ogﬁ@g?ﬁg:
(tu ition)zgcﬁmwb(ﬁ&%ogﬁégﬁ
61@9(\%5&&5(81.

(}1&),309?)@1@1(37)5&):910001000?\)
(sociologist)c5glo8SoaSaad
J0095pporqiqrogdddenfons
p_ﬂ@'aooﬁnb‘%gzgﬁob(gdoo)mq(@
(5008 c\)f)) O MDD DD Qﬂ@)

(Y]e]e) (OOO% (\)ﬁ) Q122 (ODU)S (Yiﬁ U)?\)

(7153?@?8%(\)1(7%1(?5%:0%1@15033@%

Q
5001.

mﬁoowmﬁgooﬁo}mqmm1m1(§3§1®
B5 oot i3 5285 mmodfioodram >
88%@)3?30330850?8833&(\)1050)1
@SEI(‘QSO?I%ﬁ@@?%?)C\%I.(}IO%I(?ﬁO;O)
35:0%191§oa:<9°8m308§(7§mu009
%ﬁ@agp%ﬁ@a (ratio)@ﬁbJ.c;g%,
m@ﬁmm@%oﬂ@gggﬁ
%5(81.§%5393%2(}1(D:G%5@$56%

C%:Qo@:)%

m1ooﬁc8§co185§m3§:m1?&§gooﬁ
ﬁﬁmm01m8m18§§5é291$565m1

mﬁc@ﬁ@gmooogﬁziﬁ C\Q)'L.

m1@o5808<ﬂ139<,ﬁ1%5030%88§qﬁ
b(%)észﬁmﬁr}lw‘i@ogb@élm
:)oﬁmﬁ aghad o ?ﬁ §Sooﬁ Soom
01,613388@0850?1 29 c\mmﬁ@ﬁ
202000 C\@)ﬁg:@??ﬁogﬁooﬁ Sondan
%ﬁmn’am(ba(i&ﬂiﬁc&.

“om@b:u:)f)elmoéggﬁqﬁmmﬁgmw
@9(?5@9(0800@5@985%:@%3@1@11@8

maé:m@ﬁ(o%ﬁgl)muf)gmng@%ﬁ

*



| NN T T ]

o Q Q * Q
m:fcow?@:)wﬁmm@(lfl 390%

%55(@0‘5:@50%:6%5(81,

“qmma@%ﬁomwgﬁg‘ﬁnb@g(ﬁlm
wﬁmw:?gﬁasc&éc\)@ﬁcﬁ%mﬁm
85351%&\%1”%59@1%1 ( Wang
XiWU),q%:@%ﬁogﬁooﬁogﬁmﬁog
copss8on(HUinNing

County) COTU)(R:(Y%S(?S;%SOO(DUI
oomoS:b%ﬁc&.@bé:@ﬁo%:b“ooﬁm
bﬁl@goégﬁbxﬁmm:og&?ﬂoo
5?13’318:9?@]%5,918858(73301m1§5
§8mﬁc€ﬁmmmm8:$m§6§8§o&:

oogponpogporgpedi.”

9@10{1®1@9@ﬁ@50‘3:r§5§®nm1085
P EA@520:038506:9103:0 o
@oulo?%q@fbé:msﬂ%lgmw%%ﬁg
Sﬁmﬁogﬁifbm@ﬁoboqwﬁgmsogﬁ
(ﬁwﬁ,mm:é:mﬁogwggs(ﬁmqﬁ
m1@1m(pﬁ§:%ﬁao§mﬁewno?ur%
8,0)103(\)1@90%59{18:%56Joo§:
2,000 (w3l(§) (J9-oB0 & wd) %

7)1§®R%§ C\%ln

Qé:@ﬁo%:bmw@w%@ogbaélmgﬁ
(Qm@:@%ﬁogﬁiﬁo?lmw&ooﬁoooﬁ
m@m@]@laﬁ(ﬁ),mtﬁoa@gmgﬁ
0850005 cd1o0H com erg B85
05 00:00129:08 85885 B w01
0500582075 201B5 03 0q5cnd
850’)(9?323}33@9(\5%5&%1,

03038 5 0’111?3 b($) 3:)1?) Srgi oBd
camupdeten cnofgogaddS
0188503 on1ogd BB onwH e 818:
@5 BigtoB:comupderond8Hal

ooqﬁoo(sﬁmori:@cbiﬁc&,

*

[T 111 |

“Over the next two years, we will completely
eliminate tuition and miscellaneous fees for
all rural students receiving compulsory
education,” said Wen while delivering a
cabinet work report to the just-opened
annual parliament session here.

“This is an important milestone in the history
of the development of education in China,”
said the premier. The 2,927 lawmakers
attending the session, many from the
countryside, warmly applauded the
premier's announcement.

The policy’s successful implementation,
which the premier said requires an increase
of 218.2 billion yuan (27.27 billion U.S.
dollars) in the central government budget
expenditure over the next five years, will
basically lift China out of the rank of less
than 30 countries worldwide which fail to
provide their kids with completely free
compulsory education.

Education of the huge population in the
countryside, which is now home to some
900 million people, has remained a hard
nut to crack for Chinese leaders since
ancient times.

Ancient philosopher Confucius (551-479
B.C.), now widely regarded as China’s first
professional teacher, initiated a model that
was followed for more than 2,000 years.
He opened a private school in his
hometown, the small Kingdom of Lu, and
enrolled some 3,000 students, charging
each a symbolic “tuition fee” of “10 strips of
jerked meat.”

Since modern education was introduced to
China about one century ago, government-
funded, completely-free compulsory
education for every citizen has become a
long-pursued yet unattainable goal for
Chinese educators, who were frequently
upset by a lack of funding and government
support due to wars, conflicts and other
social, economic problems.

In 1986, China promulgated the law on
compulsory education, which stipulates that
the state should provide a nine-year
compulsory education “free of tuition fees”
for all primary and junior middle school
students. However, the law has failed to
guarantee the funding of compulsory
education, thus forcing many schools,
particularly those in the impoverished rural

*
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regions, to either continue to collect the
tuition fees or charge various
“miscellaneous fees” on their students in
the name of “voluntary donations,” “fund-
raising for school construction” or “after-
school tutoring fees.”

Recent surveys conducted by sociologists
in several rural areas show that currently
the Chinese farmers, whose annual per
capita net income stood at a mere 3,200
yuan (400 dollars) in 2005, have to pay
about 800 yuan (100 dollars) a year for a
child's education in the elementary and
secondary stage.

Excessive charges by the schools have
become a major reason behind the
increasing rural dropouts in recent years.
The dropout ratio for rural primary and junior
middle schools in 2004 was 2.45 percent
and 3.91 percent respectively, while the
figure in the less developed central and
western regions was much higher. Premier
Wen said in his report that the new policy
would be first implemented in the western
regions this year and then extended to the
central and eastern regions next year.

“We will also continue to provide free
textbooks to students from poor families
and living allowances to poor students
residing on campus,” the premier added.

“People at my hometown will be overjoyed
to learn this news,” said Wang Xiwu, a
lawmaker from Huining County in northwest
China’s Gansu Province. “It means that
from now on, all rural children in the western
regions can afford basic education.”

Wang, deputy headmaster of a local middle
school, said that in recent years rural
schools in Huining were not only losing
students, but also teachers, most of whom
only got a meager monthly pay between
200 and 1,300 yuan (25 to 160 dollars).

“The new policy will sure bring more
children back into schools, so | think it's also
necessary for the government to speed up
the upgrading of rural school facilities and
raise rural teachers’ salaries,” said Wang.

Funding the repair and renovation of rural
school buildings and guaranteeing the
payment of rural school teachers’ salaries
are also among the measures Premier Wen
promised to take in the coming years
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Karen Education Assistance Program

During the 2006/2007 academic year,
there were 2,691 teachers in 922
schools inside Kawthoolei. Of these
teachers, 244 receive support from
private donors outside of KTWG's
KEAP. The amount of support to these
teachers per year varies, but most
receive the equivalent to the standard
rate of support provided to teachers in
the refugee camps, currently at
approximately 500 Baht per teacher.

Through the increase in donations to
the KEAP this academic year, our aim
was to provide financial support, by way
of teacher subsidies to all the other
2,447 teachers in Karen State schools
that would not otherwise have received
financial assistance.

The aim was to provide each teacher
with 1,500 Baht, or Equivalent in
Burmese Kyat, in support. Although we
did not have sufficient funds to provide
each teacher with the ‘standard rate’,
the amount of support we provided has
greatly assisted the teachers in meeting
some of their most basic living
requirements. It has also eased some
of the burden on communities
throughout all of Karen State who
themselves are impoverished. The first
payment of 1000 baht was in July, while
the second payment of 300 baht was
in December. This made 1300 baht in
total to each teacher.

The amount of funds provided to each
district was based on the number of
teachers in their schools. It was
necessary that school statistics from the
districts were up-to-date and accurate.
The first stage of the distribution
process involved meeting individually
with each group of district
representatives who would be
responsible for distributing payments to
all their teachers. Each district prepared
a detailed plan of the distribution. The
teachers already receiving support
were excluded from the subsidy
payment.

*

Procedure for the distribution included
documents and records at each site to
prove each teacher had received their
subsidy and to account for funds
needed. If a teacher could not collect
their subsidy, they had to send a letter
saying why they couldn’t be there, and
send someone else to collect the
subsidy for them. KTWG's Mobile
Teacher Trainers were required to be
at each of the sites during distribution
to monitor the process. Teachers at
each site were photographed as part of
the distribution process. These photos
may be used in future to make a
“Teacher Identity Card” which would
also assist in monitoring the program.
1894 teachers received the subsidy
payment, although many problems
were encountered during the
distribution in July. In Pa-An, the amount
of teachers in Ta Nay Cha was
unknown, while in Mutraw, Kler Lwee
Htoo and Taungoo, distribution was
restricted due to SPDC activities, and
in Dooplaya and Mergui-Tavoy flooding
meant many teachers missed out on
their first payment. Teachers, who
couldn't receive their first payment,
received 1,300 baht in their second
payment in December.

2447 Teachers were able to receive
their subsidy payment in December,
although movements were restricted in
Kler Lwee Htoo, Mutraw and Taungoo
districts, again due to SPDC activities.
Along with providing financial
assistance to every teacher in Karen
State schools, our aim through the
KEAP is to assist all the communities
equally by providing their children with
an adequate amount of materials to
meet their school needs.

Students studying in refugee camp
schools in Thailand are usually supplied
with a sufficient quantity of materials
from foreign NGOs to last them the
entire school year. This usually amounts
to around a dozen notebooks and about

11
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a dozen pens/pencils. The amount of
support provided by foreign NGOs to
schools inside Karen State is minimal
due to restrictions on cross border work
placed on NGOs for political reasons.

The need for support to schools inside
Karen State is as great, if not more so,
as itis in the refugee camps.

The vast majority of people are
subsistence farmers living a hand to
mouth existence who struggle to
provide even the most basic living
needs for themselves and their
dependants. Educational materials are
expensive and hard to find.

For the distribution of school materials,
books, pens and pencils were
purchased in Thailand, then transported
over the border. During this distribution,
approximately 64,000 students will
each be provided with 3 notebooks, a
pen and 2 pencils to assist them
through the new academic year.

Security concerns due to SPDC military
activities in some areas necessitated
in three separate systems for the
distribution being developed, Student
materials have been provided directly
to the majority of schools.

For Doo Tha Htoo district, Taungoo
district and parts of Kler Lwee Htoo
district, funds were provided to the
district representatives who would
purchase materials locally and be
responsible for their distribution to the
schooals.

In parts of Lu Thaw Township, Mutraw
district, funds were provided directly to
66 schools to purchase the materials
themselves locally. In this area, it was
not practical for the district
representatives to purchase the
materials in bulk

The mode of transportation of the
materials to the schools varied from
district to district. Most of the districts
arranged to use villagers from the
communities, although some schools
deep inside will have taken up to ten

*
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days of walking. As part of our efforts
to involve the communities as much as
possible in managing their schools,
villagers were provided with some basic
food support during their travels rather
than a direct payment. District leaders
indicated that the community members
were satisfied and completely in
agreement with this arrangement.
We expect that funds provided directly
to Taungoo District and Lu Thaw
Township in Mutraw District to purchase
student materials locally may not be
sufficient to purchase the required
quantities.

As part of our ongoing monitoring
process, approximately 500 teachers
that attended the recent Summer
Vacation Training courses held in 6
districts were asked to complete a form
giving details of the teacher subsidy
payments they received during the
2006/2007 academic year. A video
cameraman was sent to Pa-An district
to film the distribution of student
materials support. The footage will be
made into a short documentary that will
be provided to all our donors. At the time
of writing this report, the video is in the
process of being edited by a video
specialist on the staff of KTWG.

Overall, the distribution of subsidies
and learning materials by KEAP was
successful, although distributing
materials in the wet season meant that
many people were unable to receive
assistance. SPDC activities also
restricted operations. KEAP will
continue to distribute materials to
schools in Karen state in the future.
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Traditional Medicine Workshop

Story written by a participant

On April 2007, KESAN and KRW
(Karen River Watch) ran a workshop
in traditional medicine. 13 people
came from Mae Du Hta, Pawkader,
Koekay, and Hter Kya Der villages
to attend the workshop.

In many villages, modern medicine
is not always available. By training
locals in traditional medicine, they
can use available resources to treat
themselves, rather than waiting for
medical treatment, which may not
come.

The training involved reading recipes
from books, creating medicines from
local resources and using them in a
practical situation. More than 20
medicines were taught, which can be
used to treat common conditions
such as fever, menstrual pain,
tuberculosis (TB), asthma and food
poisoning.

After the workshop, the students had
to evaluate how well the medicines
worked and when they could be
used. The students were also taught
basic first aid and how to assist in
childbirth.
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Tribe leader, Pu Maung Wah, said
“we were very happy when we saw
our people learning traditional
medicines. In our times (during army
service), there was not enough
English medicine for us, so we
needed to use our traditional
medicines. We used it just as our
ancestors had taught us.”

KRW leader, Gyaw Ni Lay, said: “The
graduates of this course will go on
to work in both Koe Kay and Htoe
Kya Der village.” KORD secretary
Thara Htoo Kli said “It's good to have
this kind of training. It will help revive
the traditional knowledge used by
our ancestors.”

After the training, a list of traditional
medicines was created called “Kae
Nawh Bweh Baw Hta Lu", (menu for
people living a traditional life.)

This will allow us to use traditional
medicines in field work to heal
injuries and diseases where modern
medicine is unavailable.

05 0’)095@’] o?lqlogzcﬁu%:czooﬁ
050l sloneeBiedaydonudin
Q%ngab:%:sgﬁogﬁmﬁmcg 8
:Dﬁooggzh)@amooﬁcng ccélcx%ﬁ
(pﬁcx%ﬁm&gloqﬁc&g oo$1elc8
wﬁ(plgﬁoﬁ&?@mﬁogmﬂwﬁcm

@bogﬁmelq‘%mﬁé:bgiﬁc&,

15




- NN T 1]

16

coao:écés@:\:?"iﬁ
Interview

*

9%

Lama

[T T 711 ||

éf%éa:ﬁbﬁﬁﬁéxacxb5%7&%5:3:%5cvﬁfg:;gcx:§§525:53cﬁ%LErLenacfgsﬂéo

Qodtmanm e:mdoogodis
5010 858581(6) o (o) (0) o0
05ma5p0l:0581e¢50055 8w
diquonmang e1o003:0p1 0018200
é(ﬁ)o&qﬁmm(ﬁ:mﬁmqﬁiﬁc@h&
§550818220801055cB1z000:00100
cbm?:a%ﬁo?:o?]@gz(ﬁﬁoow;f)m:pﬁ
oot (T%ﬁ@bmcﬁz(oiﬁsﬁ)cmm
awlBHdmoimyd;mbophor
85%&81.:?@96?303:@30301@933:@9
b:cﬁe%ﬁ:ec:mﬁégﬁco1?ﬁm$1m®
B5quopb S opdazoomEadion
Mdoydaae onas53818 58t
gc‘ﬁ@b@ﬁqmmcm@acﬁogﬁb@gﬁ
(f)og&mﬁﬁwﬁbém&d}@ogm
&1@10]@0(3«%%5@8?)6(\)1@00%5
ogoooor%ﬁiﬁc&. é@bcbloglcgeﬁﬁ
@:ogﬁogﬁwﬁbgagﬁ(i)&(m(&mn
gcpﬁ):ec:o?ugﬁ(@)cﬂ@ogﬁémgcgﬁ
égziﬁmﬁcﬁggﬁoé(gﬁogf)@@gﬁ
cow:cgbmmﬁmogﬁo?mﬁel%:elmﬁ
858 201 ®Hgd mDdiqrew
@w:%ﬁgﬁcy?l(o@)$§:%:aqi@88§
é(ﬁﬁ@biﬁmwﬁmmﬁmmﬁ(&m
@ogsabwﬁo%ogﬁ(‘/g)gcﬁ:%:@:ogﬁ
sHcdiaonico($09d(cS))g 5Bt
ougodrosardaslmladSmbesis
032202058030 B et ¢33
m(%ogﬁmﬁo'ﬂ[:mﬁ(?@mélélmwl
0203580005381 58

(2) 6oo:oilcbw§91cow§mﬁel
C\%C\m(reﬁzbmd’):mﬁegﬁw:@@;(il
P00
—@8506:0030?1‘%5910#563(@?)

’] Q ﬁ Q Q Q
o) (:?’LC\)K)O’)GIC\)CD OIOLQOLZ2 0O

weacddSocial Studiesc.ooo:
ogﬁelcgmﬁcow:ogm@((:astle)g

Sa3coyd(Sheffield)gicduay

ol c")lmiﬁcnﬁmﬁoepm@ﬁcou}w?
glotarm S 8ad oph
o0z o o0 1091 22 81 Lol ponien
SdshgincSicnwsiodiciongd
AraoicnodS 35 sl,e005
d)omcm,ma@wlaqi(NewDeal)mﬁ

C\%ﬁ(\ﬂ(}ldﬂ)ﬁmﬁ 085(80)10’)0?00%

[“”V“ . | ‘

aw Christina

el@agﬁiﬁc&,ooobwﬁqdjo@(ﬁg
@285,8:@6@:0’%:%:%10?0)%8161
ScameronondBzoomadiencd
:Dﬁooﬁ:cg?ﬁ,wﬁeoﬁmﬁugmﬁ o
Sondd:danweimercdo
.3220295mooHuoosiatengdad.
(Jodt comael(f'ﬁel%l@lcm sodlan
C\%@ﬁmﬁe‘%lcbﬁ?
-£oniplamuoddoncn:5003:00085
250718005038 :cdag(New

Deal)cmmo?ooﬁelooaﬂ S

()6 oo:qu)cpmw:%ﬁx;gco dpw
33m50§91m§(79>w§b.

—oomogﬁ@? o?)wéﬁcowo%ﬁccagm
éﬁ@ﬁ@%ﬁm@gﬁwﬁ.&oﬁﬁé »m
gLqupdbqosierddogcaguea
mabcow(fgﬁ:cbmcésm@?)@gﬁc&
00 elcgcc»aﬂ,:an)qgﬁooﬁ 03 6:
»SqreomsioietononsScdl.sh
lep) obmgooeliﬁxﬁo?cxﬂ Sootaq
oorag(New DealJommososiarcd.

(9)mﬁ@b@51®m§8§1&\\3§.

—mﬁewﬂoo(pﬁcm(fgﬁ@bmcﬁ:@(il
@oo")ogﬁoo@ﬁiﬁ,obogﬁ@sgm
omﬁai(@ﬁbémﬁcblgcﬁsgﬁoozgﬁ,gz
@mﬁ:@mﬁwﬁa@@gﬁmgﬁc&,@mﬁ
C\\)lg(%@o?lmomﬁcm(u K) @ﬁ@%ﬁe:
@@:ogﬁoémﬁelmqﬁmm1ﬁ§91al
ma@mﬁoomagbc&,@agﬁoé:,@oa
M3 eslowcdcdosoicamencd
mﬁ,%ﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁqﬁa‘gmwmagc&
,:)')ﬁaoﬁoqmﬁegﬁoo:cbogﬁ &z
ma%ooelmﬁmogcgmélwﬁ.w@ﬁ
01858zl ooH RS woierond
B 8,00 8: 01035 B 20 V.35
B:onico, 8ol cobmme s

»p.

(3)8(@5@@@15@:@1®n§1m10?]m
Q_9 ']
»osopel.

9 Q009 Q0O
—0eid8u:388:werona3dqu
RpoRposieaneia3Bosdoppo

Q (o3 Q
2 BLsdpdetena S cnmercd
9 (219~ 9 o
02180:501031 8561018 6:5010003

:S Q Q Gﬁ Q
302D BLONCOIONITI DT N1 COL.

*



| NN T T ]

(6)c%5 595 20t a1 § 61 5 1 B
cbﬁ—o%ﬁoo&(ﬁﬁa@(bmﬁawmm@
005085(5)@19’](738%@1

~dzhen iz oo%ﬁooogﬁoozgoaeﬂ
:)')5@00508?)5@5(53991,3361?)
26500051 a35 e S0z coz4l
035 »H B 20 § o0 ogonh.00h
&ooilogfmsmzcowmﬁcblg(%mg
Bl 00059282009 H oINS
Emmooewﬁmuﬁﬁ(f)ﬁcbﬁ@s’]g:
mﬁ@b§§:®88§oﬁt@8®lm1
(Social Study)s5c.

-dTNW oof)elooﬁ cmo«ﬁofgﬁo@o%ﬁ
og,@ﬁo?qm%ﬁqwg:mmagpmwﬁ
C\e)hoomﬁel@ﬁmo%ﬁ?poﬁel@ogw
elcgmﬁooogcnﬁuwﬁaoﬁoo?ﬁcoﬁ
o1 0ol B2 0 09 9315 ( Jooy)sdr oo
oonal (pla(ﬁgcp&ﬁogﬁmﬁelag
:xgoa:oaﬁelcg,:r)ﬁo@mﬁmaq
(administration)&:oposterc8o:

soono3onslalcd

(2)grooseicasasicoicamcnercd
021 031 001 22500 795 0005 22 81 .5
D5&:dodleqdd.

—913):@5@1@23558:@1&%03&010%5
20199H 00 99D © 81,00 D5 &2 15
0D 0D COIBIT IO
DT DGIHOBNHd0:0I00
©pe0309poIp 0P, 100pRold
oéd%ﬁcm@cpombm:@ﬁ@gméﬁ
Q0SB :0Hd288Hcdiodich

ab:r%f)c&.

*

[T 111 |

Volume 7 issue 2 August 2007

Impact of Resettlement on Christina’s Education:
6 months along in the U.K.

In Phru Pwgo issue (6) volume (3) we
interviewed Christina, who used to work
with KTWG. She decided to go to the United
Kingdom (England) to further her study. She
had a dream to be better educated and to
benefit her people. She graduated with high
marks in the refugee camp and speaks
English well. When she arrived, she got a
chance to study at College. After studying
for six months, She had to find a job and
start working because every one over (18)
years old in England has to support
themselves. She had to stop studying and
began working. Phru Pwgo will find out
more information about why she had to stop
studying. Hopefully this will help our
readers.

Tell me about your experiences studying
in England?

When we first arrived, we were
encouraged to study. That's why | did
Social studies at Castle College in
Sheffield city. Unfortunately, six months
later | received a letter from the Job
centre where | claim my benefits. In the
letter, they told me that | had to go to
New Deal, where they train people to find
a job. | talked to my student managers
and they called the job centre to help me
to continue studying, but the job centre
said if | continued studying, they would
stop my benefit.

Please describe the government's policy
on refugees?

| don’t know exactly if it is the
Governments new policy or not. When we
were in Camp we had one week of
training for those refugees who were
going to England. In the training the
trainer said we would get help for one
year, but | received help for only 6
months before | was sent to New Deal.
Most single people who came here have
had to stop studying and find a job.

How does it affect you?

When you apply for a job in England,
firstly they ask if you have any experience

*

or qualifications. If you have no
experience in the UK then you can apply
for a low- paid job, like a cleaner. When |
first arrived, | decided that | was going to
study and get a qualification first, but
when this happened, | couldn’t do
anything about it. If | denied them, then
all my benefit would stop and | wouldn't
be able to pay for my Council benefit,
housing benefit, rent or bills.

Did the representative of the college help
you in any way?

If I was a part time student | was able to
get help from the student advisory or
student manager. They help students
who study part time and also have jobs to
support themselves.

Did the certificate you got on the Thai-
Burma border help you when you applied
for school?

None of them are recognized here. When
| applied for the course at college, the
tutors never asked about the certificates |
gained in Thailand. It depends on the
experience you have. As for me, | told
them about my experience working in
Thailand, which is why | was accepted to
do Social Studies.

At the moment | work in a care home,
where | look after residents who can’t
care for themselves. My work is full time
and | am not able to study, but hopefully
in September 2007, | will go back to
college to do an apprenticeship in
Administration and find a part time job.

What do you want to say to the young
Karen people who are hoping to have a
chance to study in a third country?

For those who want to study in a third
country, | just want to advise them to
choose a country which will provide
young refugees with an Education. Also it
helps to know the country’s policy for
refugees before you go.
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Child Centered Learning

Every teacher is different. No two students
are the same. Therefore there are many
different ways of practicing child-centred
learning. Something that works in one
classroom will be impractical or irrelevant
in another classroom. There is no perfect
way (because everyone is different.)
Points to be aware of are:

- What we are teaching, and why

-How each child is developing

-Loosening the apron strings- Trusting the
child with responsibility for their own work.
Child Centred learning is more about
attitude and awareness, rather than what
activities you are doing with students. This
attitude is the foundation of everything that
is done in the classroom. Each child learns
differently, therefore it is important for
teachers to use different teaching
methods to cover a variety of learning
styles in order to communicate with all
students in the class.

Recommendations

- Let students choose the order in which
they want to work

- Allow students to choose the way they
want to work.

- Give students control over their own work.
- Teach students how to monitor their own
progress.

- Allow students to plan their own work.

- Students can organise a classroom. (give
trust)

- Let students contribute in the organisation
of the classroom.

Interaction and the primary need
Competency

The way a teacher communicates with their
students, both verbal and non-verbal, is
crucial to the atmosphere in the classroom.
If the teacher is attentive to the way the
children are working and gives
encouragement to improve their work, they
give the children confidence. The first time
a teacher meets a student it is a personal
meeting. The teacher judges the child using
personal values. The teacher sees the child
and will perhaps associate them with
relatives through name, appearance, etc.

This also works the other way around.
Before a child meets their teacher, they

*

have preconceived ideas about what the
teacher will be like. So education has at first
an emotional connotation. The
professional and didactical connotation will
come later; the teacher and student will see
each other in their role and function. But
the key part is the initial personal meeting,
which will influence the rest of the
relationship.

The most important part of this personal
meaning is mutual respect and trust. The
teacher has to take the role of leader in this
relationship. Children have to learn how to
respect and give trust, and the teacher is a
role model in this. This means not pre-
judging and labelling students. Every child
does things in their own way. Even when
the child is not conforming to the average
standards in class, the teacher has to guide
them to their individual needs. A trap is to
see this child as an exception and to
consequently label the child as a problem-
child.

children differ in character, talent and
intelligence. One child is a better reader
than another, other children may have
problems with sitting quietly and listening
to the teacher. The challenge is to give all
children the attention and support they need
and see them as fully-fledged partners of
the pedagogic climate.

Only by having high expectations can
we give them perspective.

Recommendations

These recommendations are meant to
increase the competency of the students
and for furthering the development of this
primary need.

- Praise the student in class. Advise of any
mistakes only to the child.

- Praise active learning.

- Allow room for different styles and paces
of learning.

- Give each student special attention: (new
shoes, new haircut, ponytails, etc.)

- Appreciate ideas of children and use their
ideas in the classroom.

- Pose questions which challenge the
children to reflect.

- Show the children that you like to hear
their point of view.
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A letter to inside teachers

To all inside teachers,

We were very disappointed when we read one letter sent to us by
a teacher inside. We feel the same way you feel. We can't do
anything in particular for this situation, but we must tell you to
keep strong, always believe in yourself and where there is no hope,
there will be someone who will rebuild our hopes. We will think
about our ancestors’ words, and we will accept that their words
are coming true now. There will be daylight after deep darkness.
We are with you and we support you. You are always in our minds
and we are thinking of you. We are working for you and we live
our life for you. KNU firmly keeps its policy and stands for us.
What we need is to stay firm in our beliefs and do our best. We
appreciate all of your works very much.

We will always remember you and we'll write more letters to you
later.

With many thanks,

KTWG
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The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
newsletter, wants to share certain skills, ideas and
information that we hope is useful for the development
of our Karen education system. We need your
feedback, opinions and news to help us achieve this
goal.

Please send us letters, stories, lesson plans, games,
poems, experiences and anything else you believe
would be useful to share in this newsletter. Make sure
you include your name, date and the place that you
live when you write to us! We look forward to hearing
from you!

0. 0101853 eiadmaBimoiondbedeic
Is the international topic useful for you?
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How does Child-Centered learning work in your classroom?

Is there any news you want to read that you haven't seen yet in PHRU PWGO?
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