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INTRODUCTION

KTWG has three main activities in Karen State (Kawthoolei):

I. Mobile Teacher Training 

II. Kawthoolei Education Fund distribution and monitoring

III. Karen Teacher Training College

Supplementary activities include the collection and dissemination of educational data and news through a number of different means such as our Karen Teacher Newsletter, video, database development and mapping.  This report refers to information collected throughout Karen State by our mobile teacher training team (MTT) during their last cycle, September 30 to December 31.

DOOPLAYA DISTRICT

1. General Situation

Dooplaya district is predominantly flatland.  It is home to Pwo Karen, Sgaw Karen, Shan, Mon and Burmese.  The common languages used are Pwo Karen, Burmese and Sgaw Karen.  However, the majority of people are illiterate in both Sgaw and Pwo.    In a survey MTT performed, we found that out 946 adults interviewed, 601 people (64%) were literate in at least one language.  Literacy in Burmese is most common.

SPDC military bases are set up in every township of this district.  Their presence can be felt in every village.  SPDC soldiers attempt to block villagers access to the outside world, including our mobile teacher trainers. In Wa Raw township during these months, SPDC troops are attack the villagers and take all the villagers’ belonging. However, Our mobile teacher trainers are expected to meet directly with local teachers, observe their classroom practices, provide feedback, give training while also monitoring the distribution and use of Kawthoolei Education Funds.  To reach their goals, MTT seek the support and cooperation of community leaders, teachers and villagers whom provide great assistance to our MTT.  Community leaders organize travel and security.  Villagers help by collecting information about SPDC whereabouts, welcoming MTT into their homes, and making many provisions for MTT security and comfort.  Teachers provide their time and patience.  Everyone supports each other.

2. School Situation

The majority of schools are primary level and supported by the community themselves.  The absence of middle and high schools limit students’ access to higher levels of education.  Those families who are wealthy enough can send their children to schools in towns, schools which are controlled by Burma’s military, the SPDC.  There you are forced to pay school fees, textbooks, food, shelter, clothes and other costs.  In a survey performed during this period, we found that only 68% of school aged children in Dooplaya attended school.

Dooplaya teachers stated that there was an absolute lack of textbooks, especially Karen language textbooks, in this district.  Many schools were operating without any textbooks or set curriculum at all.  

KLER LWEE HTOO DISTRICT

All the people of Kler Lwee Htoo are Sgaw Karen.  They live in relatively small villages in this mountainous region.  SPDC troops are set up throughout the district although most Karen villagers live in areas outside of fulltime SPDC presence.

After ceasefire agreement was broken, SPDC more active in those areas and attack the villagers who live under KNU (Karen National Union) control area. In Hgraw Kee, Doo Pa Lai, Saw Thei Kee and Yan Aung villages, SPDC have burn all the villages including rice in the farms and houses.the villagers are hiding in the forest.
School situation 

The school is all supported by community themselves. There are almost primary schools except one middle school, there is no high school. There are lack of teachers, support and recourses such as text book, building, and teaching materials.

The enoroment, poverty, and sickness effected school children and education lower the level of people. 

Yan Aung middle school have to run until now. Parents and teachers are set up their new classroom in the forest. SPDC troops are still close to these place (Just 1 hour by walk).
Kaw Mu Der middle school is open again even they can not find the new teacher. 
Mutraw District

 The district set up close to border line of Thai and Burma. The area is set up mostly at high mountains and it is in KNU control area, but mostly every village tract the SPDC troop post are set up. The area in some place that KNU couldn’t control is the place that closes to the town.
School situation

There are over 200 schools in this district, but primary schools are the main in the area. There are 3 high schools .The schools are set up and supported by villagers. The main support for teacher is rice salt. The building and teaching material. This is the heaving load for them just for their children to get education(can read and write) only. But the school is set up in support teacher to live for their children to go to school, pen, pencil, notebook and school fee need to pay so another problem to support children to go to school is main issue, Parents try hard to service their families in fighting area is hard work already. Beside this, villages that close to SPDC military post place, they have to work for them like, carry foods, cutting bamboo for their business and other. If the villager couldn’t go and work for them, they have to pay the tax 2000 kyat each day. The villagers have to go and work for them everyday. 

Mutraw  district did not except the money because education coordinator said that  they will reorganize the school system. They couldn’t control the schools because of the fund .But they said they will stop it in a short time.

Villagers have to clean the car road every day from this dry season without any reason. In Mae Kyee Ta village track, SPDC military ask villager to give them leaves and bamboos for their shelter in the whole track. The villagers have no choice to say. 

Paan District

In Paan district there are often fighting between KNU, SPDC and DKBA. In this district the community has to live differently. The villagers have hard time to service themselves. SPDC and DKBA set up their place inn the village. As usual villager have to work for them like build shelter for them, cutting bamboo, carry food , conduct road and cleaning their yard , all of these the villager have to do for them. So the time for villagers is a few to support for their family and their children education. 

School situation 

 Schools is depend on the situation in that area a lot, so in Paan school, half of school supported by villager and half is supported by DKBA and SPDC. Half support means building, school materials and teacher support the villagers have to support. Another half is find teacher or sending teacher to school SPDC or DKBA send it. In the community it is hard for them to get assistance from outside. because SPDC and DKBA closely activity in the area . 
In December there was bomb attack in Pa-an and killed one student and wounded three other students. It’s means that the schools have no security in their schooling because of the military regime. 
Du Tha Tu district

 During September to December, SPDC and DKBA troops are more active. The villagers are in SPDC and DKBA control area. Villagers and KNU have to give to security for any organization those who supported that area. (Villagers send massage to KNU, if SPDC and DKBA come closer to the place). 
During distributing time one of our staff have to escape for SPDC in twice. Belin township is the most DKBA active. 
School situation

Half of the schools were control by SPDC and half were by KNU. School materials are  very expensive. e.g one notebook (very thin) 200 Kyat(Burmese) = 10 Baht(Thai). That’s why villager can’t support school materials, building for their children. Parents can’t support their children to the secondary level that’s why most of the children have stop their schooling in the primary level. There are

military that sep up  in the village  pretend helping school by asking villagers to build school and after school is build, they propose it to their authority for supporting those school. After their authority provide money, they used it for their own.
Taugoo

In Kaw Thay Der village, Taw Ta Htu township, Kler La Thay Thu Khee area SPDC activively moving in this area from last 2 months and until now. Force villages to construct road, clean for landmine, force men and women carrying their emanation in every day
Situation in the district

High mountain is cover this district and the farest  distance in the borderline of Thai/Burma  border. The villages are in the mountain forest, Even though the mountain is high and deep forest the SPDC troop set up their post in township and villages tract, There are 2 , main car roads that very dangerous , but you have no choice to escape. You have to cross the car roads to reach township , villages and schools ,. The land mine and SPDC attack is always occur.

School situation

 Schools are set up  by community villager . Some of the school set up close to SPDC military post. The activities of military movement are effect to schools. In that area all of the school is set up in IDP area and when ever SPDC troop come they flee away from them. 
Karen Education fund beneficial in Karen state

The Karen Education Fund supported schools inside. The community education leader distributing them according to the criteria, teacher support, student health, school material and school building.In the following this  is what school ,teacher ,and students get .For example in Du tha Tu district Htee Kaw Kee village tract Klaw Hta school ,there are 3 teacher and students and this school they got 3000 Thai baht. Teacher got 1000 b, student health, 500, school material 500, and school material 1000.

Teacher support--- (3 teachers=1000B =10000Kyat)

   They could get 2 tins of rice for three teachers. Usually one tin is between 4500Kyat and 5000 Kyat or they could get salt enough for 4 or 5 months.

Student health= (500B=81 students=5000Kyat)

             They could get half bar of washing soap for each one or a tooth brush.

School Material = (500=5000Kyt)

 They could get one pencil for each student or the school could get 10 small box of chalk to write on black board and it will enough for 2 or 3 months.
