métﬁmqﬁc&umﬁmgﬁ ac'):ciﬁ, JBo
Karen Teacher Newsletter October 2022




oazo@xmé:or’:%meﬁ

Phru Pwgo Committees

$1085c85 00

Naw Ler Htoo Saw Kho Lo Htoo

9 QCO o 1 QCo O Q
ﬂ?ﬁqﬂloa: o?ﬁoe]o’] @ﬁ@mﬁmﬁoq
Naw Ruth Naw Hpaw Shee Wah Naw Paw Ko Lo Htoo

Acknowledgement

This newsletter is made possible through MEC with the generous support of the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO), Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT), the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, and the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this
newsletter are the responsibility of the Karen Teacher Working Group (KT'WG) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of MEC, FCDO, DFAT, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
of Finland, USAID, or the United States Government.

cnﬁogzooﬁogﬁp_ﬂ
mp8afoogderonadionimgl a¥SorimdSasSqadionapbei mbosia8Syeroncdicn MEC8§ada
B, B8cBi8osimadioadaddoe:  (BCDO),  dEBImqoi88: SlodrpShod  (DRAT),
Bed§ danadiot qI8doRd: ©d§omncd8c318 mgi8GBeimddaboime cnwd5858¢S
185080853281 (USAID) 9950065508 odipiostofioa cdSonapdedizaqronday:onidion
egzloa mpdadongderonaBionimngieroyidopSonedgdcdi. ooel MEC FCDO, DEAT ofiecd§cdan
B qd58dog (USAD) woreiBeimdSosSogieaoiadSoiupdopbiieoiéionieraydonedmnd.



BooindSee0§5 (6-19)

ooooneﬁsﬂmﬁxgﬁw:mﬁw:mﬁqﬁwﬁqﬁogcm(%ﬁgﬁ
(2) 2ppoo

Jo 03q10313d: 0219050350 ootercd o3

o BB8SqcSioiciE: orfc8BonSona’

G. V3HMENEBH52002

9. ooe3:085melomond:8ajcPenaoa

&Ygﬁoicglo’gﬁ(ﬁ@aog: (source: KIC) 06910’05501

ool ondmbdoy so0gS (0-09)

0. Bleads (Finland) orloghondogdor
0858 @o0gd (00-29)

2. mé(ﬁwqﬁelooo%:mﬁmﬁﬁtpogﬁ(ﬁ) $50:50

g:mﬁcblgéfl
Je 8§§ﬁm1xaelorﬁmﬁoooﬁzgooﬁmo&

2 J9 85 $Hdis0100180101

mp8oqqitng o055 (00— o)

2. 910:{&318&3309'8@7

Je mécgﬁcoﬁonpoﬁooﬂcbﬁo?

Qe méogﬁcoﬂoqﬂoo%mﬂab:mﬁcm oergdem
orBeBooqp af35c38co5c380008

20015 (q53035) woniay:( - J?)

2. Uﬂ:b@l@l(rglooﬁQe)wggﬁgﬂoowf)mmoﬁ(qr%:)050’]{5
ogcil—mp_gmcggmmﬁcbl&ﬁ (o0qpddbm)

ooqposiogpondagdogeaangd (J5-J9)
ooqpaacncyt (J6-Jo)

ole00$15 (o)

ool&d5a: (Je-90)

Pg.

mﬁgﬁgﬁcﬁoowﬁ Table of Contents

School News (4-7)

1. Current Situation of Education in the seven
districts.

2. Political situation during schooling period

3. Student admissibility and the needs

4.'The area situation

5.Ta Ree Poe Kwee middle school reopened as

a Kawthoolei school

International EducationNews (8-11)
1.Finland Education

Focus Story (10-17)
1.KTWG’s 25" Anniversary and Journey
2.Special talk from former leader

3. KTWG’s 25" Anniversary wishes

Traditional Knowledge (18-21)
1.Indigenous People’s Knowledge

2.Karen Wrist-tying Traditional
3.Karen traditional practices in KT'T'C student

Editorial (22-23)
1.Bridging Critical Gaps in Education:
A Karen Experience by Thara Si Ka Paw

Teacher Education (24-25)

Teacher Talk (26-27)

Poems (28)

Photo Gallary (29-30)

3



|c§ooﬁoo8§ saoozpf;

2. ox0islosiddbooonSentosiogdandaydopcnndigd(o)ord

. oquezonl, Drone 9950005 ot oD aw:drond, mdﬁm8$<b08$m1

®308r9>c01 (ﬁﬁocﬁlo?:ogﬁtf):ﬁﬁaqtf) N80 nEidencdis oogf)pjoof)
1035m8108:92522005005,H 0315015858 :001000352009H, ot
BB D APDMHEHAS. Jo Jo- Jo | | orlercdébo3iocdodbal
65005035 moneslesds 38alor S!B503S dedbaaudaden
6107108503 &: Bo:don&L MdABdonmg Bealesd oleddooison
feetes) 9@153:31@350% »H30d ﬁoog o%ﬁm&cnf%lcow ooﬁoaaéﬁoaa?ﬁ
035w c8iondBSedaBiodbmadcd. Jondianmacddog:dighalon:
35z20c818:001g:00100 MBS esleacdionsd mHercdonticnorixndadd
@8 08105005055 B35 ei0B:45 803 cnnbisaHE5:008
apzonoBoqeadiont 8::5u:d1d aBoniogdadbonwbandogdadbo(o3d
apcaosiaioogcngicotoyl $a3:0382000081031 0o orlercdzagrongd:

0’)@1(\%00500%@1()1, ?IL:@'I%LSO’)OQJS 39(@75 %5(81‘:

Jr obqﬁcﬁﬁob:oo’imﬁcﬁﬁbmﬁmogmogﬁ

JoJJ=JoR mﬁelc\o)%f)ooér%oof)m1 :Ef):ﬂooﬁcrisoaﬁbw%fx@kﬁé: ér.f)cm
@zgfméSc&, c§m$108§w§(§ 910333?:0339191031 ooﬁoo:;ql @gﬂlo’)ﬁaoﬁ
wlonopt faeddogsds 0udionsei@Hay, ghslossocmeddeacs’, oq:8:
ﬁgﬁooor% oor%célmor)r%c?:or)r%oc\%ﬁoa:ogo% dorle1e 01003 Sféooﬁ%:ooﬁoal

cbogf) bs’albséleaogiﬁc&, %531(\)1@3568(81@203:031 (Ygﬁaicgwgmguil

Pg. 4

O)(D?)@:C\%lrfﬁ@:gﬁ,(ﬁélw(QIQO:@:C\)T ql:x)oggp, 208oom, (.ﬁ(ﬂl, é%cﬁ(il,
ooorﬁooaor% c&ob%oofmgomﬁa{ﬁogﬁzgﬁ@ﬁ(g:c\%umm:é:ooﬁ oibooog

@9$ﬁm®ﬁ, @@80%1@’9(\%%@90?](\31 ﬁ:l)(%(il({aog (ﬁ(\)?@gf):)iﬁﬂgl@w:

mw%r%m& §03:3’§139<,E100(9§ oof)cawaﬁc[t):, ogr%(ﬁooorﬁoﬂ, (ﬂﬁ(‘f}

9393, 021d85adcugign & c&ondgdaddodiqn Ea8:muxiadbog
0830003 @mo%oiuba:ooﬁ @m@ﬁ%ﬁﬂ@:c& (7%(9:8?)63899’] ‘ilgC&‘

@ooof%logf)booog C\Onc&ooﬁ&%cm %ﬁﬁooﬁo',t:ooﬁhm’ﬂ@og 0503615

- B8BBU $orS00B05m0:8:0:81035:85 55 . wlaime

ooéﬁooﬁcm ﬁoogugﬁm&oo%oﬁcggb CDM coqoag('p, 39609;5

U)gl@(ﬁaﬂ s%gC\%IOSISC\O)U)ﬁC\)'I m%ﬁ(ﬁ@%?}@ﬁ(‘ggﬁﬁﬁh

Q- B8z3la85quedronigi&:onicBSmboned

1 0%300310?3085 @mﬁ@:%ﬁqﬁmﬁgmﬁm&zﬁl elc&(?ﬁoégmﬁoiﬁwlgoiﬁ

28 m(r%ﬁaﬂoéqﬁ(r%ﬁ&: Uﬁof):@logﬁ(gﬁ(@@aog 03615C013’33%§C\)10L31
08505 oo, MBiogand: oBlocdiodd orlmdsleBardondt K5op1035
oBoogBoricd: BBooubeich: mobuoilBazSel SGesiercBmcdiod
1 209D B10e358: BoneHoodapSemadsdadl. 8aobordimbus
B5angond degoniadizam,cdso103ismca mercdmndonieBisd
S Scﬁmﬁglooﬁmcfnogﬁgz Uﬁ%@moﬁ@(glc& oom:wﬁoéqﬁ(r%ﬁob:
o3 hansongueacd Sloiondieonsonspdooiongnds odHadosipiodealér
mwmsqw@cﬁtmwé’z%ﬁ@ﬁo%:%ﬁc\%h éo’ﬁ@%ﬁoo: E8:en AN SN ond
8840568 385¢Seosie85 e BBeruBanrBecBos weBwmdass
oowﬁa?‘%ﬁo?] gzoiﬁogﬁoglméﬁﬁ(f) g:(ﬁoo%comaz%ﬁom o0dsl2a8005
& (ﬁcowmocyg%@aoa:m1m$$, é%ﬁ@%1q1q1ﬁda:b@1moa:m1 (YJID_\‘%(Y]{E)
soedicnofB8EEEdmBeoS B5dE8cSL BecBES: B885aIaaS
9103: ©ad01adbmd  BHele:cnoiadba8: crlerdwad) Ewein}
021995085, 031535088:08,a55cd, o21):B, 0218538:088:a35814)
coro0a5, BBcal S:oxieB5amon BooqBusebumAlsesl Kook
@cﬁ%gﬁqﬁ ooe%ﬁ:c’au%:nﬁo?o%:c\%ﬁ%ﬁ 0358595031 (ﬁs’ams@:c%ﬁ €8s
@aooﬁogﬁcﬁgs Uﬁem%mcbloa:wr%@ﬁ0058@985%5&%10 o003 emondnetd
031085 FaamdadBSonmgi cdodedayien oqdmaBmbaradian ©@asH35
B585 22083050315:5858: onigioBamoniodScdeq 8§onsn KECD
255858585 8:05581¢ionudmacdicnonigi¢ shiead 2029535

:Df)b@ﬁ &Sgﬁqﬁmﬁogmﬁooﬁmﬁelcgiﬁc&.




| School News

1. Current Situation of Education in the Seven Districts

Since from the Myanmar military coup in February 2021,
Karen controlled areas have faced the increased conflict.
Karen communities are living with increased anxiety. Many
children are out of school because MoE schools could
not open for the 2021-22 school year. Also, many Karen
schools were fully or partially closed due to active armed
conflict during this period. The children in the areas that
not have conflict are admitted in government schools. The
schools that closed to conflict are in trouble and some are

closed. The schools that destroyed by air raid are run as

temporary in the forest without learning gap.

2. Political Situation During Schooling Period

In 2022-2023 learning period, there are more Myanmar
Army movements compared to last year. Schools near
the main roads and towns are always on alert because of
frequent fighting. The Myanmar military using air raid,
that take position, camping in the villages at Kawthoolei

are shellfire to the villages and surrounding area and
destroyed the building including schools. Because of that,
teachers, students and community are spread out to safe
places, some hiding in bomb-proof holes. So the schools
cannot operate well and some villages accept the CDM
that support teaching in community’s schools.

3. Student Admissibility and The Needs

'The coup and political crisis have left Myanmar’s education
system weakest, in shambles. Those years saw many teachers
from MoE and mixed schools leave their duties and some
students drop out and some head to the Thai — Myanmar
border for further study. Due to the political unrest that
has pushed up the price and higher inflation, some of the
parents faced challenges sending their children to school.
Many children drop out from school because of poverty,
accessibility and availability.

Regarding this, local authorities and education officers
together plan and identify priorities, and try to reopen
schools for every child in the village to access to school.
Now a few mixed schools that have closed for a year

B are now registered under KECD or becoming KECD

schools.While student numbers are down across the Karen

Pl cducation systmen, some student numbers are increasing

quickly. The quick spike in student numbers in some
schools means that, the learning materials, learning spaces,
teaching aids, exercise books, writing materials and text

books are lacking. Due to the insufficient texbooks, some

schools shared their texbooks to another schools to fill the

learning needs of students.

Some teachers from government schools which have
converted to become community managed schools faced
difficulties with KECD curricular content and teaching
methods and require training.
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| School News

4The are Situation

In 2022, the community faced the multiple challenge such
as Covid 19, political situation and the currency infliction,
the price are getting high and the commerce restriction
by military. The COVID-19 pandemic and political crisis
impact on people's livelihood, and resulted in loss of job
incomes, business, foods security for family and education
for children. Moreover, the military convoy forced the
villagers to porter, searching in the houses made insecure

to in the villagers.

5.Ta Ree Poe Kwee Middle School Reopened
Kawthoolei School

The Ta Re Poe Kwee middle school is located in the Karen
National Union (KNU) control area of Hpa-An District,
Hlaing Bwe Township, and had previously been under the
Ministry of Education. This year, the school was reopened
under the Karen Education and Culture Department
(KECD).

Ta Re Poe Kwee middle school had used the MOoE's
curriculum but has now adopted the KECD curriculum
said Saw Lessly Nyein, Township Education Officer.

Pg. 7

“The school was established by the KNU in the past.
However, it became a Myanmar government education
school four or five years ago. Then, the school could not
open for two years due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
a military coup. Since the children didn't have a chance to
attend the school, with the cooperation of local leaders and
village leaders in education, they discussed reopening the
school as a KECD school this academic year," Twoship
education officer said to KIC about that. Due to the
schools reopened under the Karen Education and Cul-ture
Department (KECD), all of the subjects, the Myanmar
subject we use in the Myanmar language, and the other
subjects of Geography, Math, History, and Science we use
in the Karen and English languages, said Padoh Lessly
Nyein. When Ta Ree Poe Kwee middle school reopened
this academic year, there are (147) students, and (9)
teachers (2 male and 7 female) present. Ta Re Poe Kwee
Middle School benefitted not only the children in the
village but also children nearby villages said by Lu Pleh
Township Education Officer.

In the 2022-2023 academic year, there are 38 schools
registered with KECD’s Lu Pleh Township office. Student
numbers have increase according to the responsible KECD

Township officer.
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| International Education News

Finland Education

Finland ranks third in the Education
Ranking by Countries in 2021, with a
total score of 1.631K. Finland has
the highest rate of high school
completion in the world. According
to the World Economic Forum’s
Global Competitiveness  Report,
Finland has the best-developed
education system in the world.

Reveredas the best education system
in theworld, Finland has meticulously
curated an apparatus for academia
and learning that is at par with almost
allcountries around the globe.

the Best Education System

1. Free Education Access (from Pre-
Primary to Higher) to Finnish
Citizens as well as to those coming
from EU/EEA countries because
education is considered as an equal
right for everyone.

2. Implementation of a holistic
teaching and learning environment
that aims to emphasise equity over
excellence.

3. No standardized testing system as
students are graded individually
with a grading system created by
their teacher. Also, overall progress is
mapped by the Ministry of Education
by sampling groups of varied ranges
of schools.

4. Finnish children begin their academic
journey at an older age, i.e. only when
they turn seven years old they com-
mence their schooling and before
that learning is made free flowing.
5.The “bar is higher for teachers”, i.e.
only master’s degree holders (from
specialised teaching schools) can opt
for teaching  positions and even
then an individual principal is
allotted to every teacher to keep a tab
on their progress.

6. Exemption from the Artificial
Parameters of Academic Progress by
removing any kind of competition
between academic institutions but

rather cooperation is made the norm.
7. Better Alternatives to the Sam-
Old Degree as those planning for a
college education can choose from
professional options, be it vocational
schools, university education or
training classes.

8. Focuses on fostering cooperation
over competition in schools byinculca
ting the skills of team work, colla
-boration and team spirit in students.
9. Emphasison foundational basics
is an important reason why Finland
has the best education system in the
world because students are provided
with the time and scope to build
the
at their own pace.

10. Only 9 years of compulsory
education is there in Finland edu-
cation system and after that students
are encouraged to find out what’s
best for them academically and
career wise.

Pre-Primary Education

Playing a vital role in the continuum
expandingfrom ECEC,thisstageaims
toenhancethechildren’sopportunities
forlearning and development. For the
children in the country, participation
in pre-primary education has been
made compulsory, since 2015. Also,
another significant feature of the
Finland education system under the
stage of Pre-primary education is that
the guardian of the kid must ensure
their participation in different types
of activities at this level. With the
approval of the Finnish National
Agency for Education, the National
Core Curriculum for Pre-Primary
Education guides the planning and
implementation of thecontents of
Pre-Education.

Basic Education

In the Finland Education System,
Comprehensive Schooling or Basic
Education is where the compulsory
education of 9 years begins for all the
children aged between 7 and 16. It

best foundation and basics

Pg.

strivestosupportthestudent’sgrowth
towards becoming an ethically
responsible member of society as well
as imparting them the essential
knowledge and skills needed in life.
Further, all the schools providing
basic education follow a national core
curriculum which constitutes the
objectives and core fundamentals of
varied subjects, and the local
authorities, such as municipalities
andother education providers, main
-tain the Comprehensive Schools
and often create their own curricula
as part of the national framework.

Upper Secondary Education

At the completion of the basic
education stage of the Finland
education system, students are given
the choice between pursuing general
and vocational education. General
Education usually takes three years
to complete and does not qualify
students for pursuing any particular
profession or occupation. After
completing the General Upper
Secondary Education, the students
have to take the Finnish
matriculation examination to be
eligible
universities or universities of applied
sciences for bachelor’s degrees.
The other route which students of
Finland can choose is Vocational
Upper Secondary Education and
Training in which students are
provided basic skills required in their
chosen field by allotting them to
workplacesthroughanapprenticeship
agreement or a training agreement.
The institution facilitating the
program curates a personal capability
development plan for its students,
drafting the content, schedule, and
schemes of study. After concluding
this level, the students are eligible to
opt for further studies at universities
or universities of applied sciences
to enter the higher education
stage in Finland education system.

for various educational

(Source:https://leverageedu.com/blog/finland-education-system)
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The Education and Training of Classroom
Teachers

Comprehensive school teachers for the lower stage
(grade 1 to 6) receive nearly all of their education and
training in university departments of teacher education.
The main subject for classroom teacher is education,
which altogether, consists of about seventy-five credits.
The rest of the programme consists of studies in the
different subjects to be taught in primary schools and
their respective didactic studies (thirty-five credits),
specialization in one or two of the primary school
subject(thirty to thirty five credits), and finally, general
studies, studies, studies in languages and optional
studies.

Parent’s Evenings

In Finland, schools organise joint parents’ evenings for
the parents of pupils. They are meant for all parents.
At parents’ evenings, you will get to know your child’s
school, teacher and other parents. You will also obtain

information about your child’s schooling and what takes
place at school. When you are familiar with your child’s
studies and school matters, you will be able to help and
support your child better.

Student Support

Comprehensive school students are supported in their
school work. Student counsellors talk to students about
study methods and further education. They also provide
career selection guidance.

Student psychologists and school social workers help
students in problematic situations. Teachers can provide
children with-term remedial education.

Children who have difficulty learning and concentrating
receive special needs education. Special needs groups
are smaller than regular classes.

Teachers maintain contact with parents, they arrange
meeting with parents and give parent information on
their children’s studies. Many schools keep in contact
with parents through online system.



| o2in8H B 2004
mpdadoogderaoadiont m inf) (J9) 3D

Dssodionich
Karen Teacher Worklng
.Group Timeline Infographlc

« Scott meets with ABSDF leader and Pu Shwe Ya Hai at
NHEC office in Chiang Mai (Sep)
« Agree to focus on teacher training in refugee camps (Oct)

+ KNU-ABSDF Joint Teacher Training proposal approved by
the Canadian Embassy (Dec)

X + Needs Assessment undertaken in Mae Ye Hta refugee camp
(3an)
- Begin development of teacher training curriculum based on
existing KECD one (Jan)
+ Mae Ye Hta refugee camp In relocated to Mae Kha Khee
(Feb)
» 1st SVT held in Section 1 Mae Kha Khee refugee camp (Apr)
- Agreement to continue work and to establish Mae Sariang
office (Apr)
- New proposal approved by Canadian Embassy (Oct)

- Teacher Training Curriculum Finalized and Printed

« SVT held in Mae kha Khee and Mae Ra Ma Luang refugee
camps (Mar-Apr)

= Dr. Don McCaskill facilitates ToT (Jun)

+ Rename group as Karen Teacher Warking Group with ABASDF .
no longer participating (Jun)

+ Continued development of teacher training manual

+ Karen Teacher working Group Teacher Training Manual
2 0 0 0 completed (Feb)

+ ToT held in Mae Ra Mo refugee camp (Jan-Apr)

« SVT held in Oo Dah, Mutraw District (April)

« Tst Mobile Teacher Training Cycle in 4 northern districts
(June)

« Tst edition of Karen Teacher Newsletter PHRU PWGO
produced (March)

« 2nd MTT cycle (Oct)

« KTWG opens raft office on Salween near Kho Kay and
establishes Training Center of bank of the river (Jan)
« ToT for new MTT for 3 southern districts (Jan-Mar)

Summer vacation training at Mae Kha Khee refugee capm
(March-April)
+ Proposal approved by IRC allowing for activities inside
Karen State (Month)
2 0 U 2 « KTWG website launched (May)
. « Kawthoolei Education Fund (KEF) was established. (3ul)

KTWG creates media and advocacy section which
becomes Kaw Lah Media (Oct)
First film “Karen Education Surviving” is produced (Nov)

+ Karen Teacher Training College reestablished in Kho
Kay, Mu Traw District (Jun)

+ “Karen Education Surviving” screened at Film Festival in
Pune (Mar)

+ "Cease!Fire!” documentary Is produced (Oct)

« KTWG's first congress is held. (Sept)

+ By 2004, KTWG had established its core programming

and crganization structure

+ Since then, we have seen consistent growth, development

and improved quality

KTWG's 25-Year Timelines
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Epilogue on KTWG by Former Kaw Thoo Lei
Education Minister

The aims to form the Karen Teacher Working Group
is to raise funding to support Karen Teacher Training
Collage together with all schools and teachers in Kaw
Thoo Lei areas. Due to some funding organizations
refused to fund political related organization or arm
organization. As standard of Karen education depends
on the ability and skills of teachers, the KTWG should
emphasize greatly on upgrading the qualification and
skills of teachers. At present KTTC can offer only
diploma certificate to students who graduate from
KTTC and endeavoring to be able to offer education
bachelor degree (BED) to KTTC graduate. KTWG

is to become the arms of KECD in performing their many education activities. KTWG has been operating
successfully for 25 long years and is doing her best for her people. KTWG is fully performing education activities
and trusted to her by KECD. In the future I wish to see that KTWG is a leading education organization, working
tor Karen people, and stand for Kaw Thoo Lei and trust wealthy and reliable organization. And be ready to provide
any help to other ethnic organizations whenever they ask for educational help.
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Letter of Felicitation by
PuWin Gate (KT'WG Founder)

On the occasion of the 25% year of
the establishment of KTWG, with
proud and happiness I well wish all
the leaders and staft of KTWG.
May God be with you and keep
hiseyes upon all the staff in their
working together. During the

education department facing severe
shortages, you have rendered your
energy, effort and skill towards the
betterment of Karen since 1997
until now. So from the bottom of
my heart and I am proud of your
great achievement.
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I would like to thank Scott O’Brien,
you are not a Karen, you love Karen
people, give your time and abilities to
help our Karen people to get a better
life. I would like to say thank you so
much for helping me to have the
skill to drive the motorcycle and car
to make my life better. I never forget
the best things that you did for me
and my people. Hope to see you!
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Scott O’Brien
(Program Director)

25 years seems like yesterday. Weren't
we just in the garden deciding on
our organisations name? We didn’t
really mind about the name, we
were just thinking of any and every
way to reach Kawthoolei teachers
and students. Back then, we could
never have imagined what would
come of our efforts.

My life has been framed and blessed
by KTWG.

I am forever grateful for all
your  passion, creativity, and
commitment. Congratulations fo
every KTWG member past and
present on our 25th anniversary!
Amazing!

Pg.

Happy 25" Birthday KTWG.
Beginning from zero and after 25
years of tireless hard work made
you a full grown, fully functioning,
well established, well recognized as
a Karen Education Community
Based Organization that is now
operating throughout the land of
Kaw Thoo Lei. You are a blessing to
Karen people and we expect you to
continue your good work with full
energy and enthusiasm and giving
your very best to your Karen people.
May God guide you and bless
you. We are pleased and satisfied
with your work. Wish you all the
best of success,Long live KTWG.

Best regards,
Pu Pu Shwe Ya Hai

Naw Ler Htu
(Dierctor)

We started with a few but now we
are many not only in numbers
but also in talents and creativity.
25  years of supporting  our
Karen education and 25 years of
sharing our hardship together. The
achievements of an organization
are the results of combined efforts
of every individual. Happy 25"
Anniversary to all of you...
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Saw Ko Lo Htoo (Deputy Dierctor)

Remember your tears, discouragements, disappointments, arguments,
painfulness, dedications and your times were for your children’s education.
There are multiple obstacles that KTWG bhas to face before it gets a very
good taste of success. You all have done really great job to contribute the
successfulness of KTWG. Without your efforts and contributions, KTWG will
not be coming to this place. We all are great teams, together tomorrow we do
better than today. Congratulations and Happy 25" Anniversary to KTWG!!

///l/;

Naw Eh Hser Ku

KTWG bhas been successfully and diligently serving her Karen peaple for 25 long

years promoting Education of her people and we wish her continued success in the

years to come. God Bless KTWG

YOUARE THE PRIDE OF KAREN PEOPLE
Naw Paw Kolo Htoo @ Na Na

My warmest greeting to KITWG on its 25th Anniversary. It has been 25
years since its founding and the KTWG will not be what it is today without
the cooperation of its talented members and support of its leaders. Indeed,
1 am proud to be a member of the KTWG.

25 years togetherness, 25 years of happiness, 25 years of making dream
come true, 25 years of sharing, 25 years of trust, 25 beautiful years.

Naw Hser KKMwee Shee

Happy 25 Anniversary to KTWG

Wishing you all the best on this day! During the 25 years of your journey, you have
done amazing work and faced many challenges for our Karen future generations to
access inadequate education but you made this journey possible. May this journey
continue and bring you more achievements to come and success in the coming years.

$ieBen (ala)

o0t9001 KTWG g241005 (J9) $D 20§5d1008DSu soi01nd odlongqpond seoridionien
MBS MBaqold: cddBHooy) 0215 0dSiaBiqu odlabandaghapeadi8Scdd
wlBHgdd. mqd quér003ic1008:051 Binmna8HE: o2legoniB: odic3eneioncds
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Narin

Happy 25th anniversary of KTWG may God bless the organization and all
its members. I wish the organization grow stroger and more successful.

God bless you all with great love.
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May peace, health and happiness be with you in every walk of your life. And
may each new moment bring the best for you. All the best. God Bless you all.

Naw Paw Thaw Thaw

Congratulations on KTWG's 25% Anniversary!  Wishing more success in the
incoming future. All the best for the Organisation. Wish for KTWG' 25

anniversary

Naw Starry Angel Lin

I can say that KTWG has come a long way and accomplished a lot as well.
I appreciate everyone who has made it work through thick and thin. May
KTWG continue to Grow and be a Blessing to Karen People.

Saw Eh Khu Hser

odlsagiey mpBadoogdercnadioniongl (Jg) $p $pdiec SupaBSrondmpdadaogderonad: - —
imQiqundqmdeld: quatnddioi8adimionmi. Sqrarancdioni8odion B358:6:005¢5¢ .
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Mrs.Rattanaporn

Fudusiuasuseu2sd KTWG vewssinesewsguims fkmuay fldusa Tuns vhenmavinibisiaoagu
guamemeudause Unmnlsedeltidu vsvauemu duishiin vemnviu wavvelineu gy uas
ayrlumaihnuhuiily KIWG uasesld KTWG iulnuasifeid Sifteunumahouitdy qaheiive
W 8edns KTWG ivlaluewnemsioly wisidheaems

Naw Deborah (Bee)

Happy silver anniversary. Proud of our organisation services for Karen peaple.
Twish that your organisation’s service could be the best for the Karen community

in the future.

Saw Eh Klu Moo

Congratulations for completing the 25 years milestones of standing up in our
Karen education. You (KTWG) have achieved tremendous growth. Your
services are always marvelous and appreciable for our Karen people. Happy
25" anniversary.
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| Traditional Knowledge

Pg.

Karen Traditional Practices in KTTC Student

It is very important for our new generation students to
learn about our Karen’s treasured traditional practices
which we have been practicing to generations to
generations. As we practice the cultures are waist tying
testival, wedding ceremony and formation of animism.
As we are Karen, we have to preserve our traditional
practices and cultures who have been heritage from our
ancestors. Annually, when we hold our Karen traditional
waist tying festival usually takes place at the time of
the August full moon, we invite our leaders, parents,
teachers, students and native people join the festival
and help the student and young generation understand
about our Karen culture of practicing waist tying event
which have been passed from our previous generation.
'The festival has been held to ward off the illness mostly
raining season when karen people having a difficult
time of being ill so that they reunion and tie waist to
receive blessing for their well-being and peaceful life.
We also organize theater performance competition
towards Karen traditional practices and cultures. The
aim is to help the students or learners understand about
how to respect and value our cultures which we have
been passed through on us from previous generation.
During theater competition, we also have to present
our traditional clothes which have different meanings,
time of dressing and ways of using it to the audients
who come to the show. We also present about Karen
wedding ceremony and how the ceremony was held

&
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with traditional practices. Karen couple who will get
married with graceful ceremony have to keep their
virginity till marriage. For those who do not keep their
virginity will definitely not be able to hold wedding
ceremony and they will be punished as they are breaking
the customary practices. We also hold competition
about formation of animism. This practice has been
one of the most harmful beliefs in our culture because
this can drive people into mental illness, if the rituals
were not performed appropriately. If the rituals are
braking out inside in the home, the correction must
be done immediately. If not, the family members will
be punished in harmful way. We also have traditional
beautiful Don Dance to show our talent of dancing
which is different than other ethnics. Don Dances
symbolize unity, strength, caring and loving to others.
This pestle dance is a Karen (solely animist) traditional
dance and is specifically performed during funeral
occasion. But now a day it is transformed into as a
cultural Karen dance. Bamboo poles are used instead of
pestles. Karen bamboo dance which is the most beautiful
and famous among the Karen’s dances. The dance shows
Karen people’s symbol of unity, braveness and speediness.
'The dance move gracefully while stepping in and out
the bamboo formations. Without quick move, we dare
not to perform the bamboo dance. This dance promotes
beautiful mindset and positive attitude among Karen
people and it also shows the dance is diverse than others.
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What is the Traditional

Knowledge?

Knowledge,  innovations, and
practices of indigenous and local
communities around the world.
Developed from experience gained
over the centuries and adapted to
the local culture and environment,
traditional knowledge is transmitted
orally from generation to generation.
It tends to be collectively owned
and takes the form of stories, songs,
folklore, proverbs, cultural values,
beliefs, rituals, community laws,
the local language, and agricultural
practices, including the development
of plant species and animal breeds.
Traditional knowledge is mainly of
a practical nature, particularly in
such fields as agriculture, fisheries,
health, horticulture, forestry, and
environmental management in gene

-ral.

Indigenous Peoples' Knowledge

Indigenous  peoples’ knowledge
refers to the knowledge and know-
how accumulated across generations
and tested and adopted through
millennia, which guide indigenous
societies in their interactions with
their surrounding environment. The
inherent dynamism of indigenous
people’s knowledge systems lies
at the heart of their ability to
adjust and modify their actions in
response to environmental change.
The diversity of resilience systems
and capacities to adapt to climate
change directly corresponds to the
diversity of indigenous peoples and
the different contexts they inhabit.

Indigenous peoples use their
traditional knowledge about the
environment and wildlife (e.g.
frequency of rains, flowering of
certain plants, appearance of certain
animals, mating of animals, the
incidence of pest infestation, etc.) to
determine when to plant and when
to harvest. Similarly, indigenous
peoples monitor the wind, snow,

clouds, and stars to determine what
species to plant and when and
where to plant them. Indigenous
peoples are knowledgeable about
plants, animals, and natural phe-
nomena of the ecosystems and their
surroundings. This rich know-ledge,
coupledwith theirclosed relationship
with their lands, has enabled them
to live in harmony with nature.
Distinctive expressions of indigen-
ous peoples’ practices are the
diversity of their crops and their
farming, herding, fishing, hunting,
and gathering systems. Indigenous
peoples around the world diversify
their livelihood systems in order to
cope with climate and environmental
changes.

What are the benefits of Indige-

nous Knowledge?

Indigenous knowledge is important
for several reasons. First, local
knowledge can help find the best
solution to a development solution.
Second, familiarity can help extensio
-nists and researchers understand
and better with
local people. Third, indigenous
knowledge represents the successful
ways in which people have dealt
with their environment. In addition,
Indigenous peoples’ knowledge can
provide important insights into the
processes of observation, adaptation,
and mitigation of climate change
consequences.

Why value Indigenous knowle-
dge?

'The value of Indigenous knowledge
will lead to an understanding of how
Karen history was shaped, remember
Indigenous knowledge, and to learn
from Indigenous perspectives and
stories. Indigenous knowledge offers
diverse perspectives and provides
solutions for some of the nation's
most pressing problems. It gives
insights into Indigenous values,
worldviews, and education. Indi-

genous knowledge is the knowledge

communicate
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that helps society make decisions
about activities, such as agriculture
and education, that are acceptable to
theirlifeways. Indigenousknowledge
helps create development solutions
that are culturally acceptable to the
society being helped.

Karen Wrist-tying Traditional

Karen Wrist-Tying traditional was
referred by several names and with
various meanings. Sagaw Karen
refers to it as Thar Kee Suu, Eastern
Karen referts to it as Khaing Suu,
and western Karen refers to it as
Khaing Suu. Karen Wrist-Tying
traditional are held on certain days,
such as the first of every August unitl
the full moon days of the August
or on any other days as Lar Kaung
Khaing Suu and Western Karen
Refer to it as Lar Kaung Khaing Suu.
Karen Teacher Trainer College
(KTTC) students are celebrating
the Karen Wrist-Tying tradition at
their school with the people in the
Mutraw areas. Although the date of
Karen wrist-tying traditional is not
specified by the historical records
but is depended on the leader’s
discretions and time zone variances,
the impact of the tradition is what
matters, not the discrepancies in
the date because Karen wrist-tying
traditional is about traditional

belief and national unity. Since
it began around three thousand
years ago to this day, the Karen
traditional wrist-tying tradition has
been preserved throughout history.
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| Editorial

Bridging Critical Gaps in Education: A Karen Experience - By Si Ka Paw

When it comes to education, particu- larly in the country like Myanmar, where frequent airstrikes over the
Karen villages and armed conflicts on the ground are common, needs are both ubiquitous and treach-erously serious.
Educating young people in the conflict zone, of course, is never easy and can be complicated at best. It is
important for us to be as flexible and creative as possible in designing the programs. And, it is essential that we
are sensi- tive to the emotional and psycholo- gical state of the people we serve. We should also be respectful of
their experience since most of them, at some points in their lives, have gone through some of the most traumatic
experiences. A couple of them that this author encountered even experi- enced a “life and death” situation and
almost did not make it to this point. When the Burmese Sit-Tut conducted an airstrike in Mutraw District last
year, Naw Wah (not her real name) was helping her mother in their house. She ran outside of her house to take
cover behind a nearby tree, but by the time she heard the loud noise above, she already got hit by a splinter from a
bomb dropped from the fighter jet above. She thought we would not be able to continue her education this year,
but luckily, her mother allowed her to come to the school on the bank of Salween River and continue her education.

Itissimplyvery difficult to not think about the hardship they have endured and stick strictly to our own requirements
and deadlines. For example, we planned to open our schools during a certain month or week but the security situation
isn’t always in our control, thus we had to delay the school starting date. Sometimes, we are forced to make last minute
changes and settle with less desirable options. Although we did calculate potential risks we may encounter, the turn of
events is simply unpredictable in this kind of conflict-affected area. And yet, we must continue to strive to provide them
with some of the most essential education services, because we believe that education is their right, not an opportunity.
Karen Education and Culture Department and Karen Teacher Working Group are the two main organizations working
to provide education in the Karen State, also known as Kawthoolei. The KECD is one of the 14 departments of
Karen National Union with a mandate to provide essential basic education services all throughout Kawthoolei. The
KNU, of course, is considered like a government, especially by the people in the districts and township. District
level KNU chairpersons are called Kaw-Ray-Kho, or governor in Sqaw Karen; the township KNU chairpersons are
called Kaw-Sar-Kho, or township administrator. All basic education schools in Kawthoolei and the refugee camps
along the Thailand-Burma border are required to follow the policies and guidelines established by the KECD.

KTWG, on the other hand, is more like a community-based organization with a mission to improve
access to and quality of basic education in Karen State. It has also played a very important role in training
young people in Karen State to become teachers. It operates two Kawthoolei Teacher Training Colleges,
one in the south in Dooplayar District and one in the north in Mutraw District. It is a two-year pre-service
teacher training program that requires three years of practicum in teaching before the Kawthoolei teaching
credentials can be awarded. KTWG also provides support for teachers and school management training for
some of the hard-to-reach areas. Their services are quite comprehensive and motto is: education must be for all.
Last year alone, there was a significant increase in the number of students in the schools that KECD and
KTWG service. 'The sudden increase, as explained by Tharamu Ler Htoo, the head of KTWG, was due
to the closure of many schools in the mixed-control areas and the overall collapse of the education system
under the Myanmar military regime. Many Karen parents decided to not send their children to schools
run by the military regime. “They are afraid to send their kids to the cities,” Tharamu Ler Htoo said.
Hto Lwe Wah High School, a KECD school in Taw-Oo District, alone saw 90% increase in its student population this
year. In 2021, there were only 644 students, but this year the number has reached to 1155 students. But, “we cannot let
our people go on without any school or education at all, so we have to do what we can. With several decades of experience
in providing educational services for children in conflict-affected areas, organizations like KTWG and KECD are well-
positioned to expand their works. “We know how to do this but we need support from the international community.”
One of the biggest challenges these education providers encounter is recognition issue. Despite the rigorous
curriculum and years of experience they have, educational authorities Thailand and elsewhere do not recognize
their credentials. But, with the guidance from KECD, the Karen Teacher Training College establishes their own
Competency Framework for Teachers that encourages the teachers to “think systematically about their practice, learn
from experience, and model professionalism.” Other competencies include “matching and monitoring student learning
through frequent, on-going, and cumulative assessment that promotes student self-reflection and independent leaning.”
In the humble opinion of this author, every educational experience deserves recognition. It is important that
we recognize every learning experience, whether they take place in the cities or in the jungles. The same is
true for the teachers as well. These teachers volunteer in good spirit and they work very hard sacrificing the
security of their families. Without them, the whole generation of Karen people would have grown up without
any education. In fact, not only are the two organizations — KECD and KTWG - providing essential education
servi- ces but they are building critical education system in the areas that others could not easily reach. It would
not be an exaggeration to say that they are building the foundation needed for a new nation that we want to build.
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| Teacher Education

Teacher Education or

Teacher Training

Teacher education or teacher
training empowers the capacity to
equip teachevrs with the knowledge,
attitudes, behaviors, approaches,
methodologies, and skills they
require to perform their tasks
effectively in the classroom, school,
and wider community. Teacher
training is for teachers to reflect upon
their competencies, keep them up-
to-date, and develop them further.
KTWG  organization empowers
the Karen Community Teachers
through professional development
with the following training modules:
*  Know your students and support
Their Development
*  Know How to Teach
*  Know What to Teach
*  Professional Values and
Dispo-sitions of a Karen
Teacher
*  Build Partners with Parents and
the Community and
* Commitment to Professional
Growth and Development
The Karen community teacher
education training is provided twice
a year. KTWG organization is
focusing on the delivery of Teaching
Methodology, Literacy and Numer-
acy Boost, Learning Well-being in
an Emergency, Positive discipline,

Psychological ~ First Aid, etc.

Moreover, subject skills are also
delivered to teachers, including
Karen, English, Geography, Mathe-

matics,

Social Studies, History,

and Science. The subject skill
training is delivered by KECD
(Karen Edu-cation and Culture
Department)  subject  trainers.

Mentoring Teachers

Mentoring teachers is to provide
support, guidance, and advice to
teachers to enable them to enhance
their teaching skills and develop
professionally. Professional teacher
mentoring builds school culture by
supporting educators' professional
growth and psychosocial develop-
ment  across their

In-Class Observation

A classroom observation is an act
of watching a teacher's perfor-
mance in their classroom or learn-
ing  environment.  Classroom
observations are a quantitative
way of recording and measuring
teacher behavior and mastery by
systematically watching and recor-
ding them in action. A classroom
observation focuses on five domains
such as teaching strategies, lesson
planning, professional value, what
to teach, and how to teach. KTWG
conducts  classroom observations
onceayearby the KTWG field staffas

part of a teacher’s formal assessment.

careers.

Effective Classroom

Observation Feedback

Constructive feedback is provided
to each and every teacher that is

1%

Pg.

observedafterclassroomobservation.
Feedback aims to improve teacher
performance by enhancing ability,
encouraging effort, and promoting
engagement. All the evidence
collected from the observation and
the observer’s notes mediate the
teedback and discussion session
between the MTT (Mobile Teacher
Trainers) and the teacher. Through-
out this conversation, MTTs and
teachers choose examples from
the recorded behaviors and dis-
cuss them together as they relate to
what they both understood and the
interactionsappropriatetoaculturally
responsive pedagogy.  Following
this discussion, it discusses a plan to
support the teacher to continue
to develop culturally responsive
practice.

School Visits

Every year, KTWG trainers visit
Community School in Kaw Thoo
Lei for more than 1,000. School
visits aim to identify a schools
strengths and challenges. It’s the
way to get a feel for schools like
the quality of the teaching, school
facilities, ~engagement of the
students, quality of communication
and respect between students,
teachers,  administrators,  and
parents, and the overall sense
that the school offers a safe and
inspiring learning environment.
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Naw Paw Gay - Doo Tha Htu District
My name is Daw Paw Gay. I'm a teacher at Htee Poe Neh primary school. I

have 28 years teaching experience and continue my teaching until now. My goal is very f§
simple and I want my students to become educated people.

Beginning teaching isn't a smooth road, but the journey becomes a lot smoother
when you have supportive leaders, friends who are happy to share their insights, expertise &
and experience with you. The 28 years journey hasn’t been an easy one, but it has helped §
form me into passionate to become who I am today. Due to the Coup, Conflict and &=
Covid -19 pandemic, both teachers and students faced enormous challenges including &
security, travel restriction, political unrest has pushed up the price, etc. The school can’t
keep running properly for 2 years and sometimes students have to learn in a forest to be
safe form Military airstrike/ attack.

As an educator I realized that no matter what I have gone through and a child
goes through in life, no matter how angry and exhausted they can make you feel one day, each of your students
deserve the best education they can get. You may not have the skills, knowledge or enough supplies; so be creative
even if it takes a little extra time. Your students are worth it. Each child has so much potential in life and it is an
educator’s job to help that student find their potential.

During my teaching practice, my students taught me that each one learns differently and has different
capacity to process and apply information. Therefore, different activities and methods should be used during class
time. Finally, I would like to say that Karen education must be better and stronger than before. The future is in our
hands. I will serve my children to the best of my ability.
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