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School News

Burma Army Bombards Board Exams in Mu Traw District

During the 2022-23 academic year, the Burmese army used airstrikes and fired cannons from their base into
local villages which created an environment of extreme danger and fear for Mu Traw district teachers and
students. Most schools could open for only one or two weeks in a month because of the airstrikes and bombings
which meant that studies could not be completed in full. Only a very few primary schools, located in remote less
populated jungle areas further away from Burmese army bases, were able to complete their program normally.

In response, Mu Traw education authorities held an urgent meeting In January 2023, before the final exam
(Annual exam) to analyze and discuss how they could support those schools with very low curricular completion
rates. Through these discussions, they learned that only a few schools were able to complete the entire course
work.

The Kawthoolei education board exam is based on the entire year's curriculum. Students who were not able to
complete the entire course work due to regular school closures stood little chance of success in the exams. As
such, after a long meeting, it was decided that schools in the Mu Traw district need not to implement the 2022-
23 board examination.

It was decided that annual school exams would be developed and administered by local teachers. Ongoing
aerial bombardment meant that students were forced to take shelter in the forest while taking their exams.
Local leaders did their best to prepare these forest areas to increase student comfort and safety. Students who
passed these locally developed exams were qualified to receive certificates as if they had passed the
Kawthoolei education board exams.

Despite the many challenges, students did not give up on their education. Teachers’ and education leaders’
efforts and ingenuity meant that Mu Traw schools still attained strong educational achievement. “I wish
teachers, students well during this challenging time”, said Mu Traw District Education Officer.
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School News

Hto Lwe Wah Karen Community School Activities

Hto Lwe Wah Community High School not only
provides classroom teaching, but also offers many
extracurricular activities to its students. The goal is to
provide students with opportunities to develop their
skills and knowledge beyond the classroom, and to
become helpful members of society. By involving
outside civil society organizations, the High School is
able to provide training sessions in topics such as

Rule of Law awareness, environmental awareness,

mine risk education, and agriculture.

Annual activities at the school include environmental

sustainability initiatives; monthly sports competitions

to foster community engagement; an agriculture
day; the celebration of Karen National Day; and, other
special events.

e During the environmental sustainability activity,
students plant trees on July 1st for Kawthoolei
planting tree day, as well as at other times if time
permits. Every year, the school also plans to
collect garbage from the six closest villages to the
school. This year, the school added an
educational activity to reduce the use of plastic
bags to help keep the forest clean.

e Monthly = competitions include impromptu
speeches, chain words, chain stories, songs,
poems, stories, drawings, and essays. Sports such
as football, volleyball, and cane ball are also
played. Competitions are held either in groups or
within the class, depending on the nature of the
game.

e In terms of joint activities with other villages,
students typically attend merit ceremonies,
birthday parties, weddings, and funerals to build
good relationships with the community.

e In terms of agriculture, most students plant
vegetables, but due to water issues, they are
unable to produce enough vegetables for the
school. Therefore, the school must purchase
vegetables from the market, but this still provides
students with valuable knowledge for their future
use.

e If there are any Karen National Days or special

events, teachers and students invite leaders and

guests to give speeches and share their
experiences with the students during the
ceremony.

The school also schedules meetings with parents at
least twice a year to discuss students’ strengths,
weaknesses, and future plans. Additionally, students
who stay in the dormitory watch movies and
documentaries monthly and then share what they
learned with each other.

These extracurricular activities have resulted in more
enthusiastic students who are eager to learn and
improve. Some students are not interested in
traditional classroom learning, but these activities
provide them with opportunities to showcase their
talents and learn from their peers. It is also evident
that some students possess knowledge beyond what
the teachers have taught them, making it important
to encourage them. In the future, the school plans to
host more environmentally sustainable activities and
develop relationships with other schools. The school
also encourages students to read books in the library
and share their knowledge with their classmates.
Additionally, the school is interested in offering craft
lessons to students.
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School News

School news in Hpa-an District

During the 2022-2023 school year, schools located in the
Hpa-an district operated smoothly even though teachers
and students remain frustrated about the political and
security situation. Those schools registered under Karen
Education and Culture Department ran smoothly from
the beginning to the end of the school year.

Enrollment growth in high schools in border areas causes
insufficient learning space, learning materials, and
boarding house basic living needs. However, the
education department found a way to provide the
necessary materials and also they addressed the issue
through both organizational and individual support. After
the military coup, schools under KECD didn't have any
activities and collaborations related to Myanmar
Government.

Regarding the Kawthoolei education board - examination
in the 2022-2023 school year, it was arranged and
divided to be held in one location per township. A Hpa-an
Education representative shared that the board -
examination was successfully conducted in Hpa-an
district where there was a low intensity of conflict
between ethnic armed organizations and SAC. Similarly,
Covid -19 cases are decreasing across most of Karen
areas and as such, the probation of education services,
including related students, teachers, and community
activities, can be held without any major difficulties.

WE REACHED

Students

166, 200

KTTC's Graduates & Diplomas Village & People

829 Graduates 862 Villages
570 Diplomas 49,117 People
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| International Education News

Learning Impacts on Indigenous Children in Conflict Zones

Indigenous children living in conflict zones face
unique challenges when it comes to accessing
education. The impact of conflict on learning for
Indigenous children is significant, and the effects can
last for generations. The disruption of education
during conflict has long-lasting effects, and it is vital
that we address the issue if we want to create a
better future for Indigenous communities.

The first challenge Indigenous children in conflict
zones face is access to education. Conflict often
results in the displacement of communities, making it
difficult for children to attend school. Children may
also be forced to flee with their families, leaving their
homes and schools behind. Even if schools are
available, they may be overcrowded or underfunded,
which can impact the quality of education provided.
The second challenge is the psychological impact of
conflict. Indigenous children living in conflict zones
are at risk of experiencing trauma, anxiety, and
depression. The effects of conflict on mental health
can be long-lasting and may interfere with a child's
ability to learn. The loss of family members,
displacement, and exposure to violence can all
contribute to mental health issues that impact a
child's ability to focus and learn.

Another challenge is the cultural impact of conflict.
Indigenous children may be forced to leave their
homes and communities, which can disrupt their
connection to their culture and traditions. The loss of
cultural identity can have a profound impact on
Indigenous children and may make it difficult for
them to engage in learning. Additionally, the use of
language in education is critical for Indigenous
children, as it helps them maintain their cultural
identity. Conflict can disrupt language learning,
making it challenging for Indigenous children to
communicate effectively and engage with their
education.

The impact of conflict on Indigenous children’s
education has far-reaching consequences. Without
access to education, Indigenous children may
struggle to find employment or pursue further
education.The loss of educational opportunities can
also impact their mental and physical health, as well
as their overall quality of life. Additionally, the lack of
education can contribute to poverty and inequality,
perpetuating the cycle of conflict and violence.

There are steps that can be taken to mitigate the
impact of conflict on Indigenous children’s education.
The first step is to ensure that schools are accessible
and safe for Indigenous children.

This may involve working with community leaders and
providing resources to build and maintain schools. It
may also involve providing transportation to schools
and ensuring that schools have adequate resources
and funding.

The second step is to address the mental health
impact of conflict on Indigenous children. This may
involve providing access to mental health services
and resources to help children cope with trauma and
anxiety. It may also involve training teachers and
school staff to recognize the signs of mental health
issues and providing them with the tools to support
children.

The third step is to ensure that Indigenous children
can maintain their cultural identity and connection to
their communities. This may involve promoting
language learning and cultural activities in schools. It
may also involve working with Indigenous leaders to
develop cultural programs that help children
maintain their connection to their communities and
traditions.

In conclusion, the impact of conflict on Indigenous
children's education is significant and has far-
reaching consequences. Indigenous children in
conflict zones face unique challenges when it comes
to accessing education, including a lack of access to
schools, psychological trauma, and the loss of
cultural identity. Addressing these challenges requires
a comprehensive approach that involves working
with communities to provide access to safe and
accessible education, addressing the mental health
impact of conflict, and promoting cultural activities to
help children maintain their connection to their
communities and traditions. By addressing the
impact of conflict on Indigenous children’s education,
we can create a better future for Indigenous
communities and help break the cycle of poverty,
inequality, and violence.
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| Focus Story

1. Teaching and learning materials
distribution for the 2023-2024 academic
year

Distribution of teaching and learning materials to
the community usually takes place every year
during March and April. However, since the military
coup began in Myanmar and the unstable situation
happening in the communities, there have been
challenges to the distribution of these materials.
Thus, for the children not to fall behind in their
learning, leaders try hard to distribute them in time
before the school opens. In some of the
communities, though there were active conflicts and
difficulties with transportation, due to the hard work
and collaboration of the community leaders, KECD
and KTWG were able to distribute learning and
teaching materials successfully. In this distribution
process, different modes of transport such as land,
waterway, motorbike lane etc., are used, and for
hard-to-reach communities where there’'s no

access to roads, villagers and community leaders
carry the materials on their backs. As a result, the
materials reach the school on time, and they have
supported children in their learning.

2.0nce a year, teacher stipend
distribution

Teacher stipend distribution activity is conducted
once a year between the months of November and
December to support the teachers. Even though the
amount of stipend for each teacher is quite small, it
covers the needs of their family to some extent.

We really value and appreciate our teachers who
have selflessly served our Karen people through
educating our children. Despite getting only a little
support, they have shown their satisfaction upon
receiving encouragement from the leaders and
seeing the result of their hard work.

3.KTWG 25th Anniversary Celebration

KTWG's 25th Anniversary was celebrated on 16th
February 2023 at Ho Kay Village, which is in Bu Tho

Township, Mutraw district. The ceremony involves

honoring staff with long service of more than 5 years,
10 years, 15 years, and 25 years respectively. At this
ceremony, respected guests who are former
colleagues of KTWG and representatives from the
organizations that have been supporting KTWG
program activities came and celebrated our

anniversary. There were a total of more than 300

people who attended this ceremony.

The ceremony began with a welcoming speech from
Tharamu Naw Ler Htoo (KTWG acting Director), then
the background history and work of KTWG was told by
Thara Scott O'Brain, followed by Thara Htaw Lwe Moo

(former member of MTT) who presented the awards to
long-service staffs. After that, words of appreciation to

the honorable guests were delivered by Thara Kolo

Htoo (KTWG Deputy Director), and the ceremony was

closed by singing a Karen National anthem
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Focus Story

4. Summer Professional Development
for the community teachers

Every year between March and April, summer break,
the teacher professional development is conducted
across 7 districts of Karen State. The objective of the
training is to support and enhance the teacher's
competency in teaching. The training can last
between 7 to 21 days depending on the time spent on
different training activities and topics.

Often training venues and times must be changed
due to security concerns and poor weather. The
current situation in Karen areas remains highly
volatile. While teachers deserve a big dose of rest
come summertime, many Karen community
teachers take advantage of summer professional
development. This years' trainings had more
participants than expected. The increased number of
participants caused many challenges such as
insufficient space, difficulty in doing hands-on
activities, lecturers and large-size classes.

During the training the teachers demonstrated their
enthusiasm, participation, and efforts for the future
generation. The teachers see and feel that this kind of
training is essential for the teachers to have effective
teaching and assessment. Even though the
conducted training has so many difficulties it was
able to complete the training well because of the
support of the local leader's participation.

.'I ym

5.2022-2023 Karen Teacher Training
College (KTTC) academic year

The 2022-2023 KTTC school year graduation ceremony
was conducted and diplomas were presented to the
new teachers who had successfully completed their
three-year practical teaching experience at schools in
their respective communities. This event was
conducted twice; first, at the KTTC south-Meh Tha Raw
Khee Village, Kaw Ta Ree Township, Doo Pla Ya District
on 16 March 2023, and the second event was
conducted on 21 March 2023 at KTTC North, Hoe Kay
Village, Bu Tho Township, Mutraw district. There were a
total of 90 student teachers who successfully
graduated in the 2022-2023 academic year and 69
students received their diplomas. KECD general
secretary and KTWG director presented the diplomas
to the graduate student teachers.
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Traditional Knowledge

Indigenous education rights and initiatives in Tibet

Indigenous education rights and initiatives have been
a matter of significant concern in Tibet for decades.
Tibet is an autonomous region in the People's
Republic of China with a rich cultural heritage and a
predominantly Tibetan population. The region has a
complex history marked by political conflicts, socio-
economic disparities, and human rights violations,
including restrictions on the freedom of expression,
religion, and assembly.

In recent years, there have been several initiatives
aimed at improving the education system and
promoting the rights of indigenous peoples in Tibet.
These initiatives have been driven by the Tibetan
government in exile, non-governmental
organizations, and international bodies concerned
with human rights and indigenous rights.

One of the major challenges facing indigenous
education in Tibet is the language barrier. The
Chinese language is the official language of
instruction in schools, and Tibetan is not given equal
importance. As a result, many Tibetan children face
difficulty in understanding and retaining the content
taught in schools. To address this issue, several
initiatives have been launched to promote bilingual
education in Tibetan and Chinese. For instance, the
Tibetan Children’s Village School in Dharamsala,
Indiq, offers bilingual education in Tibetan and English
to Tibetan children from the region.

Another significant challenge faced by indigenous
education in Tibet is the lack of access to education
in rural and remote areas. Many Tibetan children
from nomadic and rural backgrounds do not have
access to schools, and even if they do, the quality of
education is often poor. To address this issue, the
Tibetan government in exile has launched several
initiatives to provide education and support to these
communities. For example, the Department of
Education of the Central Tibetan Administration has
established several community schools in remote
areas of Tibet to provide education to children who
would otherwise not have access to schooling.

There are also efforts to promote the preservation of
Tibetan culture and heritage through education. This
is important as the Chinese government has been
accused of suppressing Tibetan culture and identity
through policies such as the "bilingual education”

policy.

w

The Tibetan government in exile has established
several cultural schools that focus on teaching
Tibetan language, history, and culture to young
Tibetans. These schools aim to instill a sense of pride
and belonging in Tibetan children and promote their
cultural identity.

However, despite these initiatives, indigenous
education in Tibet still faces several challenges. The
Chinese government's policies on education in Tibet
have been criticized for undermining Tibetan culture
and identity. The Chinese government has been
accused of using education as a tool to promote the
Chinese language and culture at the expense of
Tibetan culture. Moreover, the Chinese government
has restricted access to education for Tibetans who
have been involved in political activism or are critical
of the Chinese government.

In conclusion, indigenous education rights and
initiatives in Tibet are a matter of concern for many
organizations and individuals concerned with human
rights and indigenous rights. While several initiatives
have been launched to promote indigenous
education in Tibet, there are still significant challenges
that need to be addressed. The preservation of
Tibetan culture and identity through education is
crucial for the well-being and rights of the Tibetan
people, and efforts must continue to ensure that this is
not undermined by government policies or other
factors.
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|Editorial

The education of the Karen people during the struggles

Burma has been experiencing civil wars for decades.
The civil wars that started at the same time as
independence took place in ethnic areas before the
coup and have increased again after the coup. There
are many revolutionary groups in Burma, and the
oldest and earliest ethnic armed group is the Karen
National Union (KNU). They have been fighting for
their rights and self-determination since 1949.

As the revolution continues, it has reached areas that
were under the control of ethnic armed groups, which
provided basic needs such as public health and
education departments that were divided into
branches. Among these departments, the Karen
Education and Culture Department (KECD) is an
education department of the KNU.

The Origins of Karen Education

In fact, Karen education has existed since the colonial
era. During the feudalizing system, Karen people were
not allowed to study, but with the support of
missionaries during the colonial period, they received
the opportunity to do so.

During the colonial education system, Karen people
were allowed to use their mother tongue in schools.
Most of the schools located in big cities used to teach
in the Karen language. Some of these schools are still
referred to as Karen schools by elders.

Karen Education after Burma's
Independence

Burma was granted independence by the British in
1948. After that, when the Anti-Fascist People's
Freedom League (AFPFL), the Revolutionary Council
government, and the Myanmar Socialist Way Party
government expanded and implemented education
based on the Burmese language, the mother tongues
of other ethnic groups were no longer used in school
education, including the Karen ethnic group. When
only Burmese was used in schools, it became difficult
for Karen people who did not understand Burmese to
learn. In addition, the cultures of ethnic groups were
being eroded. At that time, the Karen National Union
(KNU) implemented Karen education in areas under
their control during the revolution.

Karen Education during Civil War

Safety and security are essential for education.
Unfortunately, Karen children did not have a safe and
secure community to pursue their studies during the
civil war. They had to struggle and run for their lives
every day and could only study for a short time. Their
education was insufficient due to the ongoing conflict.
During the Four Cuts government crackdown
operation, there was a shortage of food for teachers
and students. Despite this, they found ways to
continue Karen education. The Karen resistance areas
were in the Irrawaddy Division, Bago Roma region, and
Salwin region. After retreating from the Irrawaddy and
Bago Roma, the revolutionary forces were based in
the Salwin region and were able to implement the
Karen education system properly there.

Karen Education during the NCA

Since 1947, the military government and the KNU had a
ceasefire for an extended period. They stopped
fighting briefly during leader meetings, but the conflict
resumed soon after. However, on January 12, 2012, a
state-level ceasefire was declared, followed by a
federal-level ceasefire on April 7, 2012, and the NCA
was signed with the government on October 15, 2015.
During the ceasefire, Karen education was provided in
various ways. However, international aid, which
previously did not have the opportunity to support the
government, supported the (semi-democratic)
government with high hopes for political change. As a
result, international support for Karen educational
institutions decreased significantly.

The government's uncertain education policies and
support in the form of military strategy also created
caution. The government did not actively work on
ethnic language (mother tongue-based) education
and did not show enthusiasm for recognizing the
education of ethnic schools. Therefore, the students of
the Karen Education and Culture Department (KECD)
had limited opportunities to further their education.
Moreover, due to ongoing military-political struggles,
the Karen education system did not progress as it
should have. Schools received less support,

government policy was unstable, and military support
in the form of strategy led to continued fighting in
some areas. As a result, Karen education did not
progress as it should have during the ceasefire.

Editorial: Poe Toe
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| Editorial

Karen education operating during Covid 19

Covid-19 has not only affected Burma but the entire
world, and Karen Education has felt the impact as
well. While schools in Myanmar have closed, KECD did
not close their schools. They continued to operate
with restrictions imposed by Covid-19 regulations.

As a result, KECD students did not experience any
interruption in their education during Covid-19, unlike
children in other regions. Despite facing challenges
and criticisms, the system of coexisting with Covid
and continuing to provide education has been very
beneficial in the long run.

Situation after the coup in 2021

On February 1, 2021, the military seized control of the
government, claiming that the election had been
fraudulent. The KNU immediately rejected the coup
and provided support to anti-dictatorship
movements as much as possible. When CDM
activists were hunted by the military, they were
allowed to take refuge in KNU-controlled areas, and
ranger training was provided to those who were
fighting.

However, the military responded with various forms of
aggression, including using airstrikes to drop bombs
on villages where civilians live. This resulted in the
destruction of Karen schools, religious buildings,
clinics, and other community-related buildings.

As a result of the renewed military tensions, the
number of Karen refugees has up to 532,671, with half
of them being children. Due to this instability, Karen's
education has been disrupted. Schools that were
opened in villages were destroyed by the airstrikes
and shelling, forcing children to study in safe forests
and mountains.

Additionally, hundreds of thousands of children who
fled the war cannot have their education was
interrupted. We will try to make the best use of
available resources to meet the educational needs of
these children.”

What does the Karen Education and
Culture Departments do?

As described earlier, there were already social and
religious groups supporting Karen education before
the start of the Karen revolution.

However, when the KNU administration was formed, a
department related to education was established to
provide education services to the public.

This department is known as the Karen Education and
Culture Department (KECD), which provides basic
education, higher education, and vocational
education services. In cooperation with KECD, the
Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) supports the
necessary skills and teaching methods of teachers for
Karen education.

After the coup, the number of people in refugee
camps increased, and those who do not want to
attend schools in Burma preferred to study at KECD
schools. During the academic year 2022-2023, KECD
opened (1,233) schools in the area, and there were
(7,946) teachers. The total number of students
studying in those schools was (109,313).

The Karen People Need Help to Standardize
Their Education

Since 1947, the educational journey of the Karen ethnic
group has been far from straightforward. They have
experienced several political and military conflicts,
and even now, airstrikes, bomlbs, and armed conflict
continue to damage schools and playgrounds,
causing destruction.

Despite these difficulties, education remains one of
the essential pillars for survival. Che Guevara, a
revolutionary doctor, once said that the main task of
the revolution is to educate. To manage the Karen
revolution effectively, it is necessary to educate more
Karen people.

It is crucial for Karen educational institutions, teachers,
and the public to support children in every possible
ways to provide access to education for more people.
However, the resources currently available for

education are not perfect, highlighting the need for
standardization and
education system.

improvement in the Karen
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Teacher Education

School Improvement Plan (SIP)

Founding School Improvement Plan (SIP)
at the school level

A School Improvement Plan (SIP) is an activity taken
on at the school level to improve the overall
education environment and outcomes. A good SIP
helps a school to run efficiently and demonstrate
positive characteristics and is achieved by the
ongoing professional development of principals,
teachers, and school workers. A good SIP provides an
effective plan with clear guidelines, including 6
domains that will support students to achieve a high-
quality education. The six domains are: effective
teaching and learning; student well-being and
protection; continuous professional development;
infrastructure safe environment; stakeholder and
community engagement; and, effective leadership
and management.

Why is SIP founded?

As KECD/KTWG's objectives for implementing SIP in

schools, KECD schools are:

¢ To decentralize and promote routine decision-
making at the school level

¢ To create effective teaching and learning
environment

¢ To promote the student learning well-being

e To increase the involvement of parents and
communities in school management, through the
development of school quality improvement
plans

e To promote the enhancement of the capacity of
principals, teachers, and school support staff to
improve the quality of education in their school

e To promote stakeholder collaboration and
involvement in the school quality improvement
plans

e To improve the infrastructure and safe learning
environment of the school for all learners

The leadership and management
capacities of teachers are important in
founding SIP

A teacher's management skills are key to establishing a
positive  learning environment and outcomes. Key

components of management are leadership, cooperation,
and student well-being.

The relation of SIP to Teachers

All 6 SIP domains relate to teachers. It is important for
teachers to hold all of these in their teaching for the
benefit of student learning.

1. Effective teaching and learning includes: an active
pedagogy with relevant curriculum and MTB-MLE
approaches and is strongly supported by the
availability of teaching & learning materials.

2. Student well-being and protection includes: child
safeguarding awareness; simple school guidelines for
non-discrimination and inclusion; support to
disadvantaged students; being a warm child-friendly
atmosphere; and, helping children to stay healthy,
happy, safe, and comfortable in their learning at
school.

3. Continuous professional development includes:
school-based mentoring for teachers and supporting
teachers to attend in-service training and summer
vacation teacher training.

4. Infrastructure and a safe environment includes: Water
(WASH facilities); separating toilets for boys and girls; safe
classrooms; and, school boundary fences.

5. Stakeholder and community engagement includes:
PTA/SMC strong and active operations; parent involvement
in childrens learning; community outreach; community
leaders’ involvement; and, community participation.

6. Effective leadership and management includes: SIP
training for school stakeholders; head teacher
leadership training; and implementation of developed
SIPs in schools As mentioned above, teachers must
understand SIP guidelines and apply them in their
workforce to help improve schools and student
learning outcomes.

Founding SIP at the school level

A School Improvement Plan helps school staff to know
how an effective school works by following the SIP
guideline created to identify and plan for the changes
a school needs in the specific way so as to fulfill the
school's objective effectively and to achieve capable
staff leading to positive learning outcomes.
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Our Karen education curriculum is quality and
comprehensive. When | studied in a Myanmar government
school, | had to memorize letters, and English pronunciation
was not taught as thoroughly as it is by our Karen education
department primary and high school teachers. Teachers at
Kawthoolei School read and teach English pronunciation
accurately. | arrived in Mae La camp in 2010. From 2011 to
2015, | attended KKBB.S.C and learned English pronunciation
perfectly, which | still use now. In Myanmar government
schools, we had to memorize a lot, but in Kowthoolei
government schools, we had to memorize less and were
encouraged to write our own understanding before being
graded. Additionally, Kawthoolei Education is of a quality
standard that matches international levels. However, one of
our challenges is that some teachers come from Myanmar
government schools and cannot speak Karen fluently,
making it difficult for students to understand. This is a
challenge we face.

Students in the borderland areas may have difficulty
understanding the Burmese language, so it is essential for
teachers to be able to read, write and speak in Karen
fluently. Students who fled from Doo Tha Htu district may
understand Burmese, and it may not be an issue for them.
However, for students who live on the Thoo Mweh borderline,
it can be difficult for them to understand. Moreover, students
who come from government schools may be better at
mathematics and understand Burmese. However, teachers
who teach in Kawthoolei government schools should be
able to read, write, and teach in Karen Language.

“Education is a powerful weapon you can utilize to transform
the world”. The leaders of great and developed countries are
educated, which is why their countries are advancing. On
the other hand, countries without education have
administrators who lack education and are unable to
develop, leaving them behind others. Without education, we
cannot bring about positive change in our communities,
countries, and the world. Therefore, young people and
students, let us value education and work hard to achieve it.
Education can help us lead a respectable life and earn the
respect of our neighbors and society. It is a beautiful crown
in our life's journey, Saw Easter Moo.
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My name is Naw Mu Nya and | live in the Hpa-an district. In the academic year of 20222 -2023, Mu Aye Pu
high school concluded successfully with excellent results. This year, the total number of students
increased to over three hundred, with half being old students and half being new students. The old
students did not face any difficulties, but the new students, who came from former Ministry of Education
(MoE) schools, faced some challenges in writing and speaking in Karen language as they only spoke
Myanmar language. Some of them felt inadequate because they struggled to learn Karen language, and
this led to a lack of motivation in their studies. They found it difficult to write in Karen and English. However,
the teachers tried their best to teach the new students to read and write better in Karen language. As the
students persevered and learned throughout the year, they gradually improved their Karen language
skills. The most challenging issue for the teachers in the academic year of 2022-2023 has been the
insufficient availability of textbooks and learning materials for students. This is due to an increase in
student numbers, with many transferring from Ministry of Education (MoE) schools.
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My name is Saw Nay Wah Htoo, | finished school at a refugee camp before returning to teach in the Karen
state. The school children showed great dedication to learning, which made me really happy to teach
them. Looking at the present situation, education has become a priority, and | am grateful for the
opportunity to share my knowledge to the best of my ability with my younger brothers and sisters.
However, fighting often breaks out in our areq, causing us to learn in fear.

We would like to set up vocational training programs for our schoolchildren, but this will require many
resources. We also need sufficient textbooks for each and every student. Most importantly, we need
peace in our area so that our children can learn effectively and freely.
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I am very grateful to have this opportunity to share my
experiences. Two years after passing Kaw Tha Blay
Learning Center (KTBLC), | taught at a community
school that | wanted to help as part of my education. |
took responsibility as a teacher where | am teaching
at the Ta Re Poe Kwee community school to develop
children's education. | contracted Covid-19 when |
started teaching, and after that, the Burmese military
seized power and oppressed Karen people in many
ways. However, | did not lose hope or become
disappointed in the face of their efforts to erase
education among our people. | tried to teach the
children to increase their education and vision, and
develop deep critical thinking skills so that we stand
shoulder to shoulder with others. After the SAC took
power, many students came from the nearyby
Ministry of Education (MoE) school, where they did not
learn the Karen mother tongue language. Therefore,
we had to teach them from a very basic level, which
was a learning experience for me but also made me
sad. In our area, we need more mother tongue
training in our community. | saw some children
despairing because they could not read and write the
Karen language. As teachers, we encouraged them
that they do not despair or feel sad about this
situation because they can Ilearn from their
experiences step by step in the future. We want our
community to develop educationally and qualify for
further education. Education is vital among our Karen
people, and our hope and strength come from our
leaders, parents, teachers, and the Karen people who
seek to develop our education.




sonoion3Ses
g&éoo 08335
SPE
D3

J- gﬁmpoomcm 189
op§1m@ee1§1cm
ssoowacoooqﬂoo
Qo105 01002618181

2. oowocmoaspooop
o0 :>oooo1oooop:>oo
0)1(\%93993039133']9,
mda8pslodano

(; ODPUDP(S)IQD]DDPC\DOD"I

O)'ICDO)'IO’)P?'LGPG°

C\)'IU)"IO133’31392D
0¢ ¢ox&

9P-§161I’.)(T{IIU)'|81(\)

3 (T)'IQ']§IOECD'I®1C\D
C\)]:DG]PO'IO'LCD:D
(TD‘«.?PG 0)181(\)391
(DU{”_ CU'I('QO)'ISé]G‘L

G. ¢ QC Q Q
00133 0)@1(\) OQJ

sooqp:D @usapo
2 10063831

S OCe
(7)1@1(\)391(7)P39P3»

o0, 95]@01(7)08?5351
@mls’apcm 1m1co
oow:noo cmoowo
8adicdioSioniendd

00. §p<9l:>elcooo1m1sﬂ
C
cmoo 010139331

@Pwﬂpsﬂ

ODP& C\)'LOD@ODS

QC Q N C
oaoomoecmooaap

2. 08?009_30%?(\)103355
C _o¢C N 0O \NC
Q10310100 L3 33IG|P
CD&)'IC\%'LOSOS%S.:?'L
Q@ 0 C C Qo
ICTloptelebtopteleM T

C Q 9
J- mommm(ﬂaﬂo@

TN C < C
9108301000100 07
2035005050307161009
2P P P\ N
QO1§O1C0IP183D

QC Q N C y
Q.UD'I('D[EC\NODGQPO?'I
BSo[FroSiorons]
o OC oc < <
CD(D'IO'LU)SSQPU)P&DP

33891%5@10)%%3)5

co
6. comed3a010181
QC Q 9C_ .o
0 oBionpdodindcot
oxeg . TR
OOPPHRIQS

oc Q NS
OO('D‘IO')@Q)]ODG’BP

cm-%?ﬂ
(KTTC)




— (@)
8 ...ML ooL O (%)
QDM CWLCD wl le - 7 WWA\\DQJ 00 MWL
G 5Bk Wil B R ol
5 g 2 o8 N EE B oD LE&ed T = 0
5 83T oes 7ofX chfg of 8 8
o ow \mw 2 O = O m N\n_lu_n_ =00 CDlMDI wLom 5 2 m m
D v on YS 3 Om Om m o vQ vQ G= - o= 90 O w O Ve m/. CDIC%H
“@ e Qe 3 n °Q A °3 °Q 09 ‘&~ 6 va 3°G S . s 2%
m 0 9 m (4] wLwC_I m \m\m °O on 20 @ SHCPOomwO = Mh|~|_
2 ‘B8 ae §B5zed SR e °Ceg 0 3 o2, 5 % 3
m o : m 3-8 |\mo = oDI CDUCDICM,. - WL W.M._‘Iww m ¥5 -
J s 2 62 @ O 900 UG S =

o~ m e v

3 o 3

(o]

3

°3

cm._

o= %0 ol o — o

@ O S C-C = o 3 _

0 mo.wmom omem._mcm 8 =459z cmowcb s o 9C cm

o 92 s 5% vR mcol\: 7 o5 @ Qoo m\e 8o E b % o

09 omLmn\W.m = Lm O ¥ O 9% C.IMDm o qeml W.

OmL — 8 \m oo Cw QWL w o5 (o m q\ -oQ m 7= WL wo w
3 OJ\ MWC.I ‘s mc \nocm mxwl “Qud CODI O C C A o
e 9 Qu e owmlwt @1@3 ne 87 colmq@m o
. ) Mwuow c.n:O._ o g C 5 mo 23 = g C 8 2 o]

0 CO 2 m\ol. mcw %@3 Om Olowl\oo GDI\Q .loCnn.uu 09 wo Sa. b

@ ™ o — oo oo UOL_ CAJOo q w m.vl.m m Qo -
e o o 8 5 3°8 mmwca ’ _|eD|N.. wdww (73

- 3\0303 o m m\% m mmmw\ L em




FORWARDING
- MESSAGE TO
READER OI0gIN16203580005

The Karen Teacher Working Group wants to ooéor%a) ela)m.,ommqﬁs%ﬁ 0958(1)'5%1 3

share certain skills, ideas, and information w°oo1:>ooo1ool'3 m‘i‘agmgﬁmﬁoéﬁ, mﬁtﬁorﬁcqll

through this newsletter that we hope will be ooop acﬂcuoommo)(l:)smﬁpc@l ocifco%omm ﬁO’ﬁ

useful for the development of our Karen moqll 1000030959901 M3l O (\%5:}05&3
education system. We need your feedback, 001005 5035(93, 00%005 8 g?orﬁm éf;gggmoo
opinions, and news to help us achievei this goal. ool:)or)wl@uco]omoowooomo&pwoopsg 85081,

Please send us letters, stories, lesson blans, 030501991%1 1001(730, 001000 orzmoooooooolooi

games, poems, experiences, or anything else / 0P, OOK\)DOQ Q01800 (9 0010319 0206 33001 |
you believe would be useful to share in this | 32013201 C\N{?agepoooo Q01 oo%oogﬁoo
newsletter. When you write to us, please incl e 30933139010?001 ®§991jm1c§°m®pqa5| O:)D. .

your name, date, and the place where you li

We look for
l'-.-———}-.l.'_-ulll i ||.||‘

ERAFRANNARNER

. B 1 33 G'l 1$13:$CO0132 OCOT1S0s00MN1. O@TC\)’ISo
spr038:881, Gigi3ig00ie3d

' I 01 iwoomooopm@sgécm = T
LA LA L LLLLY

os%fa%sm@magnﬁ@ooﬁoé:a% o%ofnc\")%mﬁmgﬁ'

08 g 0Q SoSon . 9€ N @
3933.3 3338('7)91011(19?0109?3) 9 ?3(\)1 Q010020
BC 0 o ¢ 0o @ oC @ N Q9 N __Q
(TgoODTCTRPCDPORPOQCD'I oocmo%urzls., 3 O'I.(I,B'I.?C:‘)'D
N

38185081, 001030015 323B1990210T9 5B 0065 610-

Q By c _clU el
O. ('D&O?GOOD'I(TI)LPCDP(DPOO

°

o QC y <
J. CD(?'L(D'IO'I.O)'IORPCD

°
°
°

i) C\P’IGCD']GS

S <

G. Cf%:nqﬁomogsoa@p
Q. op8opqidrgoogd

0. OD'IODGGDZD§15

O)1§10)'|3903§1P

Sfolcele 2l oy 6 o.ﬂsaooooo:mp 3 cﬁ]a@@ﬁ

m«%l@?lﬂ%??lw 2
35'611:8 03’1@°ﬂ 3901%?30 'I. . - _'

m
N
[=]
N
>
<
=3

CDGES OD'IODOU)'@PO C\)‘183(7P Go.&)



owo&méo%ooqﬁcﬁ%ooﬁmgﬁsél ooﬁorﬁo?:og 5611&%13%1@1 mécﬁwqﬁelwcﬁzm%mﬂﬁﬁc&.
Phru Pwgo Karen Teacher Newsletter is produced by Karen Teacher Working Group

KAREN TEACHER

P.O. Box 39,
Mae Sariang,
Mae Hong Song

Contact Information:

Email : ktwghq@gmail.com
Website : www.ktwg.org
Facebook : facebook.com /ktwghome

KTTC application period
information

o The new student must contact their
township and district leader for attending
the Karen Teacher Training College (KTTC)

o New students must be approved and selected
by the township and district leaders

o The KTTC application period for new intake
of students runs from January to April

o KTTC's academic year begins in May and

ends in March
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