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Military Attack in Taungoo District Injures
and kills civilians

On July 11,2024, at 915 AM, the SAC military fired 122 weapons in
the village of Kyung Taw Kone, in the Kyaung Gyi Taung village
tract of Thandaunggyi Township, Taungoo District.

This unexpected violence resulted in severe casualties among
the villagers. A student attending a KECD school was injured in
the incident. “Tragically, the student's father was hit by the
weapon and died on the spot. Additionally, two elderly
residents of the village sustained injuries.The attack occurred
without any preceding conflict or apparent reason, further
emphasizing the brutality and senselessness of the violence
inflicted upon the innocent villagers.” said by one of the local
trainer. This unprovoked attack has shocked the local
community and raised concerns about the safety of civilians
in the area.

Flooding Due to Heavy Rains causes
Temporary School Closures

In July 2024, heavy rains and flooding affected the Hpa-An
district, leading to significant disruptions. Flooded roads in
some areas, such as Nabu, resulted in cars and trucks being
stuck while returning to Myawaddy. Consequently, several
schools had to close for a short time due to the severe
weather conditions.

The affected schools included Th'Waw Thaw, Peh Kone, Wa
Treh, Noh Nee, Waw Lay, and Keh Klah, which were closed for
two to five days. The flooding made the roads leading to these
schools impassable, preventing children from attending
classes. As a result, many students stayed home during the
school closures.

These temporary closures were necessary to ensure the
safety of the students and staff. The schools will reopen once
the flooding subsides and the roads are safe for travel again.
The local authorities are working to address the situation and
provide support to the affected communities.

SAC airstrike Destroys Building in Kler Lwee
Htu District

On May 31, 2024, at 210 pm, the SAC conducted an airstrike in
Ler Doh Township, Kler Lwee Htu District. The airstrike involved
the dropping of two bomibs, which resulted in the destruction of
the building, including the Education Office. Fortunately, no
civilians were injured in the attack, but the infrastructure
damage was significant.

The targeted airstrike caused severe disruptions to local
operations and highlighted the ongoing conflict's impact on
the Kler Lwee Htu administration’s office, and some civilian
infrastructure.

Conducted Child Functioning Data collection
in Doo Tha Htoo, Mu Traw and Hpa-an
Districts

The education assistance team has delivered training on
Child Functioning Data Collection to 100 schools in the Doo Tha
Htoo, Mu Traw, and Hpa-an districts. This training aimed to
enhance schoolteachers’ knowledge of child functioning
concepts and the data collection process within their schools.
A total of 829 teachers, comprising 209 males and 620
females, participated in this training.

The training focused on increasing awareness and under-
standing of inclusive education, highlighting its importance in
developing quality education. Participants were encouraged
to identify their values related to inclusion and understand
how to apply these values when implementing inclusion
activities in their workplaces.

Additionally, the training planned to collect child functioning
data from the 100 schools across the three districts. The
collected data will be used to advocate for the enhancement
of education quality, ensuring that all children receive the
support they need to thrive.
By equipping teachers with these vital skills and knowledge,
the training aims to foster a more inclusive and supportive
educational environment for all students in the Kawthoolei.
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Schools Participates in Kawthoolei Tree
Plantation Day

On July 2, 2024, Lay Wah Middle School participated in the
Kawthoolei Tree Plantation Day by organizing a tree planting
activity. The event aimed to promote environmental
awareness and encourage students to take part in preserving
the environment.

The Mutraw District Education Officer emphasized the
importance of environmental conservation and inspired the
children to love planting trees as a way to protect the planet.
Students, teachers, district education leaders, and staff from
the Karen Teacher Working Group all took part in this
meaningful activity.

The tree planting event was a success, fostering a sense of
responsibility and unity among the participants. It highlighted
the school's commitment to environmental sustainability and
the importance of community involvement in such initiatives.

Providing Infrastructure and Toilets to 10
schools in Mu Traw and Kler Lwee Htoo
Districts

From May to September 2024, the Karen Teacher Working
Group (KTWG) provided infrastructure and toilets to 10 schools
in Mu Traw and Kler Lwee Htoo districts. Since the SAC took
power in 2021, airstrikes have targeted school buildings,
including those in Kawthoolei areas. Consequently, some
schools in Mu Traw and Kler Lwee Htoo had to relocate to
hiding places for the safety and security of the schoolchildren.

The schools that moved to these hiding places needed
temporary shelters for learning spaces and accommodations.
Local leaders, township, and district education officers
proposed to the KECD and KTWG to assist with school
infrastructure for these relocated schools.

Internally Displace People Rise To Over One
Million After the SAC Took Over Power In
Mergui-Tavoy District (Ref: KIC news)

Since the SAC took power, the number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) in the Karen National Union (KNU)-Kaw Thoo Lei
areq, specifically in Bridcage 4 within Bleet Dawei District, has
risen to 112,249. This increase is due to SAC's ongoing bombing
campaigns, including airstrikes. At the same time, since the
SAC took power, KIC News reported that the number of IDPs in
Ler Mu Lah Township, one of the five townships in Bleet Dawei
District, has risen by up to blpercent.

Due to the relocation, the support for food and shelter has
become insufficient for the IDPs, creating significant difficulties
for them. Currently, IDPs in the Bleet Dawei District need support
in the areas of food, healthcare, and education.

Furthermore, even if the conflict slows down, most of the IDPs
remain fearful of returning to their villages. As a result, they
continue to live in hiding, and many children are unable to
attend school. Additionally, some children have contracted
malaria and other seasonal diseases. Among the 112,249 IDPs,
KIC News reports that 48% are male and 52% are female.

Since the SAC took power, civilians in the seven districts under
KNU control have been systematically targeted. This has
resulted in the deaths of 200 innocent civilians, including 33
children. Additionally, according to a report by the KHRG
published on KIC News on July 17, 2024, 696 civilians, including
176 children, have been injured.
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' International Education

Reclaiming Heritage: Bilingual Education In Guatemala

The following article is based on Diana Pastor ‘s 2019 article found in
“www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/reclaiming-heritage-bilingual-education-guatemala”

In 1964, in the small Guatemalan village of Paxixil, a young
messenger drummed through the streets, announcing in
Maya Kiiche’ that the government required all parents to send
their children to school. My mother, who only spoke K’iche’ and
not Spanish, was both eager to learn and apprehensive. “How
can | learn in Spanish?” she wondered. “How will |
communicate what | know or dont know if | only speak
Kiiche?” This fear was shared by many children in Paxixil and
other communities where the introduction of Spanish
education marked the beginning of a broader process of
cultural assimilation.

Later, my mother moved to the city after marrying my father, a
fellow Maya Kiche'. From birth, | was educated in Spanish due
to our urban location and my father's concern about the
discrimination he faced as a child with limited Spanish skills.
My father’s strategy was effective: Spanish as a first language
facilitaoted my education and protected me from
discrimination. However, it came at a cost—I became a
monolingual Spanish speaker, losing a significant part of my
Kiche' heritage. Now, | strive to reclaim that lost cultural
richness, which was stripped away due to the educational and
social conditions of that ero, conditions that sadly persist
today.

Despite the existence of legal frameworks advocating for
intercultural  bilingual education—such as the Political
Constitution of the Republic, the General Law of
Decentralization, the Municipal Code, Government Law 19-
2003 of National Languages, and the National Education Law—
Guatemalan education for Indigenous children remains
predominantly in Spanish. The Peace Agreements and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child support an intercultural
bilingual education system, but there is a lack of political will to
implement it.

In 2016, the Constitutional Court ordered the Ministry of
Education to implement bilingual and intercultural education
in the 13 schools of Santa Catarina Ixtahuacdn, Solold. Given
that 99.7% of the municipality’s population speaks Maya
K'iche’, continuing with an education system that lacks cultural
relevance was deemed inappropriate. However, by 2017, the
Ancestral Authorities of Santa Catarina Ixtahuacdn reported
that the implementation had faced more challenges than
successes. They emphasized the need for a change in
teaching methods and criticized the use of ineffective “filler”
activities that contributed to declining student performance.

Many teachers in Indigenous schools lack proficiency in
community languages or struggle to adapt to bilingual
teaching methods due to conflicting educational materials
and a disconnect from cultural contexts. Consequently,
Spanish monolingual education is seen as the most practical
solution, despite community members’ reluctance and the
loss of opportunity for children to learn in their native
languages.

Racist ideologies established since colonial times influence
perceptions in Guatemala, where teaching in Maya languages
is often seen as a hindrance to learning Spanish and other
foreign languages like English. Many believe that bilingual
education in Indigenous languages is a setback that impedes
job prospects in a globalized world.

Language is integral to a community’s identity, transmitting
knowledge and cultural values. Systematic interruption of this
transmission erodes the cultural richness of Indigenous
communities. Guatemala’s State must not only create new
laws but also fully implement existing ones. Pedro Monroy, a
teacher and principal, emphasizes the need for diverse
educational approaches that foster confidence, skills, and
community values in children. He advocates for well-trained
personnel and effective materials to support intercultural
bilingual education.

Moreover, education in Indigenous languages should include
community-specific knowledge and perspectives. The
situation in Santa Catarina Ixtahuacdn exempilifies a crucial
struggle that could inspire broader change across Indigenous
communities in Guatemala, ensuring that all children receive
quality, inclusive education.
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Research on Adaptive Teacher Competencies
Conducted by KECD and KTWG

The KECD and KTWG, as members of the Integrated Research
Training Program (IRTP), conducted research during the 2024~
25 academic year on Adaptive Teacher Competencies
related to the Teacher Competency Framework (TCF). The
aim was to explore best practices and innovative teaching
methods in challenging contexts. Findings from this research
will be used to modify the TCF, adjust Teacher Preparation
Colleges (TPC) training programs, highlight the strengths of
ethnic education teachers, advocate for accreditation, and
secure funding for teacher stipends. The targeted audiences
for this information are international donors, local actors,
implementing partners, and international education actors.
From June to July 2024, research data was collected in three
districts of Kawthoolei: Doo Tha Htu, Mu Traw, and Hpa An. This
involved schools, organizational leaders, teacher trainers,
school principals, classroom observations, and focus group
discussions (FGDs). The classroom observations focused on
the best practices of teachers across three domains:
emotional and psychosocial protection, physical protection,
and teaching and learning.
The research on Adaptive Teacher Competencies focused on
four main areas:
¢ Empowering Teachers for Quality Education in Conflict-
Affected Settings
e Exploring Varied Teacher Competencies Across Grades
and Language Levels
¢ Balancing Well-being and Educational Continuity
¢ Implementing Effective Competency Frameworks in
Challenging Contexts
This comprehensive research aims to enhance the quality
and effectiveness of teaching in Kawthoolei.

ST

Karen Teacher Working Group Hosts Karen
Wrist-Tying Ceremony in Mae Sariang

On August 10, 2024, the Karen Teacher Working Group in Mae
Sariang held its first traditional Karen wrist-tying ceremony at
its headquarters. This event, organized by dedicated staff
members, was a significant occasion to honor and celebrate
an important aspect of Karen cultural heritage.

In  collaboration with other Karen community-based
organizations (KCBOs), the group worked together to ensure
the success of the ceremony. The wrist-tying tradition holds
deep cultural significance for the Karen people, symbolizing
unity and the preservation of their cultural identity.

The Karen people came together to celebrate this meaningful
tradition. The ceremony not only strengthened the bonds
within the Karen community but also served as a powerful
reminder of the importance of preserving and promoting
Karen cultural practices. The successful gathering highlighted
the rich cultural traditions of the Karen people and reinforced
the sense of unity and shared heritage among those involved.
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Communication Trip During Child Function-
ing Data Collection (CFDC) Training in Hpa-
an and Doo Tha Htu Districts

A communication trip was conducted from the end of June to
mid-July with the purpose of collecting various stories from
our beneficiaries and building trust with community and local
leaders.

During this period, the media and advocacy representative,
along with the Karen Education Assistance team, traveled
extensively to reach schools in remote areas. These individuals
worked closely with local teachers, providing valuable training
to enhance their understanding and implementation of child
functioning concepts. This training is crucial for improving the
quality of education and ensuring that all children receive the
support they need to thrive.

The trip also focused on gathering community stories that

highlight the challenges and successes experienced by both
teachers and students in these districts. By sharing these
stories, the team aims to raise awareness about the
educational needs in these areas and promote further
support.

Building trust with local leaders was another key objective of
the trip, as establishing strong relationships with community
leaders is essential for the long-term success of educational
initiatives. The team engaged in open dialogues with leaders,
discussing the training's impact and exploring opportunities
for future collaboration.
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Karen Education and Culture (KECD) and
Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) parti-
cipated in the 4th International Conference
on Burma/ Myanmar Studies at Chiang Mai

The 4th International Conference on Burma/Myanmar Studies
(IcBMS4) took place from August 2 to 4, 2024, in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, hosted by the Regional Center for Social Science and
Sustainable Development, the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Chiang Mai University. This event brought together a diverse
group of participants, including professors, researchers,
politicians, Myanmar ethnic representatives, and other
educators.

The conference opened with a ceremony, followed by a
plenary session and a film screening. On the final day, the
Karen Teacher Working Group, in collaboration with the Karen
Education and Culture Department and Teacher Focus,
presented their research titled “Designed for Disruption: A
Comparative Case Study of Karen Teacher Education.”

This study, led by Teacher Focus, employed a comparative
case study approach to gather perspectives from various
educators and leaders in Mae La Refugee Camp in Thailand
and Hpa-an District in Karen State, Myanmar. The research
emphasized how the continuity of Karen teacher professional
development was supported through complex adaptive
systems, focusing on adaptation, feedback loops, and
decentralization.

The session, attended by approximately 40 participants,
concluded with an engaging question-and-answer segment,
providing valuable insights for those involved in teacher
educaqti ing conflicts and crises.
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Arus Kualan Indigenous
School: A Journey to Preserve
Culture, Empower the Future

Education September 18, 2023 by Sari Widiati
“www.nowjakarta.co.id/arus-kualan- mdlgenous school-a-journey-to-
preserve-culture-empower-the-future
On the fertile soil of East Kalimantan, there is hope for
indigenous communities facing the challenges of forest loss.
At Sekolah Adat Arus Kualan (Arus Kualan Indigenous School),
nature is a respected teacher and the learning process is
combined with efforts to maintain Dayak culture. /Photos
Sekolah Adat Arus Kualan
For generations, the Dayak people have cherished their land,
viewing every tree, river and living thing as part of their identity.
The loss of forests in Kalimantan threatens the traditional
knowledge and way of life of indigenous peoples. Being
heavily dependent on forests for food and resources, forest
loss jeopardises well-being and cultural ties. Urgent conser-
vation efforts and sustainable practices are essential to
preserve Kalimantan's forests and safeguard its heritage for
future generations.
As Dayak communities grapple with the threat of defores-
tation and climate change, Arus Kualan emerges and focuses
on environmental stewardship. The school integrates conser-
vation teachings into its curriculum. Students are immersed in
nature through jungle treks and wildlife observation thus
fostering a deep appreciation for the interconnectedness of alll
living things.
Established in 2014, Arus Kualan has branches spread across
East Kalimantan as a beacon of cultural preservation. The
school forms a diverse community of learners who want to
preserve Dayak heritage. Over the past decade, Arus Kualan
has witnessed a growing interest in its mission, with
approximately 350 students enrolled from 2014 to 2023.
Currently, around 168 students are actively participating in the
school's transformative programmes.
Rooted in the belief that local wisdom is key in sustaining
cultural heritage, this non-formal educational institution instils
the art of dance, music, and traditional crafts to its students.
Based on the philosophy that ‘nature is a school and everyone

is a teacher’ Arus Kualan embraces learners of all ages. It also
forces and empowers children to become cultural heirs.

Like Selsi and Elis, their life journeys illustrate the profound
impact of education in shaping inclusive and sustainable
communities.

A12-year-old Selsi has found her passion in teaching the art of
playing the sampe, a traditional Dayak musical instrument.
Beyond music, she also teaches various ancient games and
the intricate art of traditional weaving.

With enthusiasm, Selsi reveals, “Arus Kualan has given me the
opportunity to learn about my culture and inspire others to
embrace our traditions. | am so happy to see my friends
learning and preserving our heritage.”

Meanwhile, 14-year-old Elis, who has strong ancestral ties, is
passionate about preserving traditional medicine. Inspired by
her grandmother, also a member of the Dayak indigenous
community, Elis passionately embraces her role as a tabib
(traditional healer).

In addition, her fluency in English moulded her into a cultural
ambassador. She always warmly welcomes guests from other
countries and guides them through the wonders of the Arus
Kualan.

“I want to bridge the gap between our cultural heritage and
the world. By sharing knowledge about traditional medicine
and arts, we can create a deeper appreciation of our identity,”
Elis says.

Selsi and Elis understand the importance of protecting their
forest for traditional medicine and community wellbeing. She
commented, “The more | learn about nature, the more | feel
connected to our cultural roots. Arus Kualan has taught me
that we are the custodians of our environment, and it is our
responsibility to protect it for future generations.”

Elis also added, “I believe that we hold the key to preserving our
cultural heritage and environment. Through direct experience
with the wonders of nature, we can foster a deep appreciation
of our traditions and the interconnectedness of all living things.”
And, realising that literacy is the gateway to knowledge and
empowerment, the school also places great emphasis on
building reading and writing skills and seeks to equip its
students with the means to become confident communi-
cators and critical thinkers. In this way, students can effectively
express their thoughts and aspirations.

They organise literacy classes for children to learn reading,
writing, even foreign languages and computers. These classes
are designed to arouse curiosity and broaden students’
horizons, allowing them to connect with the outside world.

Selsi and Elis exemplify the transformative potential of this
education. As they explore academic excellence, they sow the
seeds of cultural preservation. Their success is a testament to
the interwoven fabric of cultural heritage and personal growth
nurtured at Arus Kualan.

Plorentina Dessy, Founder of Arus Kualan Indigenous School,
expressed her pride, “Seeing Selsi and Elis fulfill their roles as
teachers and ambassadors, gives us hope for the future. They
represent the heart and soul of Arus Kualan’s mission. These
two students, now proud teachers, are cultural catalysts. They
inspire hope and dedication in the next generation, passing on
the wisdom acquired at school.”

Plorentina hopes the school can become a model for
indigenous communities in other countries, particularly in the
Southeast Asian region, where modernisation poses a
significant threat to the survival and cultural identity of
indigenous peoples. For more information, please visit
www.yayasanaruskualan.org .



https://www.nowjakarta.co.id/category/lifestyle/education/
http://www.yayasanaruskualan.org/
http://www.yayasanaruskualan.org/
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The History of World Teachers’ Day

World Teachers' Day, also known as International Teachers'
Day, is celebrated every year on October 5th. This special day
honors teachers around the world and recognizes their
important contributions to education and society. The history
of World Teachers' Day dates back to 1994 when it was
established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The choice of October 5th as World Teachers' Day is
significant. It marks the anniversary of the adoption of the
"Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers” in 1966.
This recommendation, developed by UNESCO and the
International Labour Organization (ILO), sets standards
regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers, as well as
their training, recruitment, employment, and working
conditions. The recommendation is a landmark document
that highlights the crucial role of teachers in shaping future
generations and promoting quality education for all.

Before the establishment of World Teachers’ Day, there were
various efforts around the world to recognize and appreciate
teachers. In some countries, Teachers' Day was celebrated on
different dates. For instance, in India, Teachers' Day has been
celebrated on September 5th since 1962, in honor of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a renowned philosopher and the
country's second President. Similarly, in China, Teachers' Day is
observed on September 10th.

The establishment of World Teachers' Day by UNESCO aimed
to create a unified, global observance that would raise
awareness about the importance of teachers and the
challenges they face. The day serves as an opportunity to
celebrate the teaching profession and to draw attention to the
need for more support and resources for teachers.

Since its inception, World Teachers' Day has grown in
significance and scope. Each year, UNESCO and its partners,
including Education International, a global federation of
teachers’ unions, choose a theme to highlight specific issues
related to the teaching profession. Themes have included "---

Empowering Teachers,” "Teaching in Freedom, Empowering
Teachers,” and "Young Teachers: The Future of the Profession.”
These themes address current challenges and opportunities in
education and aim to inspire actions to improve the status
and conditions of teachers worldwide.

Celebrations of World Teachers' Day take various forms.
Schools, communities, and organizations around the world
organize events and activities to honor teachers. These may
include award ceremonies, cultural performances, and public
speeches. Students often express their gratitude by giving their
teachers cards, flowers, or small gifts. In some countries,
educational authorities and governments use the occasion to
announce new policies or initiatives aimed at supporting
teachers and improving education.

World Teachers' Day also serves as a reminder of the ongoing
need to invest in the teaching profession. Teachers play a vital
role in achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals, particularly Goal 4, which aims to ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all. To achieve this goadl, it is essential to
address the shortages of qualified teachers, especially in
developing countries, and to provide them with the necessary
training, resources, and support.

In conclusion, World Teachers' Day is a significant global
observance that celebrates the contributions of teachers and
highlights the importance of their role in society. Established by
UNESCO in 1994, the day is marked on October 5th to
commemorate the adoption of the 1966 recommendation
concerning the status of teachers. Through various themes
and activities, World Teachers' Day draws attention to the
challenges faced by teachers and the need for continued
support and investment in the teaching profession. As we
celebrate this day, we are reminded of the invaluable impact
that teachers have on shaping the future of individuals and
communities around the world.
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The Teacher is the Foundation of National

Development

When we look at the world, we see that some countries
are developed while others are still not. One of the key
differences between developed and underdeveloped
countries is education. Developed countries are often
recognized by their strong education systems, while
underdeveloped countries struggle with  weaker
education. The education in developed countries is so
advanced that people from other nations go there to
study. A good education system produces many skilled
educators, which are essential for a country’s progress.
To develop a country, it requires many educators.
Teachers play a vital role in building and advancing a

nation. Therefore, the most important factor in
developing a country is having good teachers.
Teachers play a fundamental role in fostering

understanding, knowledge, and education in society. As a
Burmese poem states, "the world's knowledge begins with
the teacher.” (ecoomélosaogo@ 3303@1&73 [gorgeoep), It is
teachers who nurture and cultivate education in the
minds of individuals. A teacher can be likened to the
finest gardener, someone who knows exactly how to care
for, plant, and cultivate their seeds. Just as a skilled
gardener understands the methods for ensuring plants
grow strong and benefit many people, teachers are well-
versed in the methods of education. They plant the seeds
of knowledge, guiding and nurturing their growth,
ultimately creating a positive impact on many lives. As
educators flourish, so does the nation's capacity for
development. A country with a strong foundation of
educators is better positioned to progress. In this way,
teachers, as the "gardeners” of knowledge, are essential
to the growth and advancement of the nation.

A teacher is a skilled gardener who carefully tends to the
garden of the nation. A good gardener knows exactly
what the garden needs, identifies any issues, and works
diligently to improve and fulfill those needs. This care
allows the flowers to grow beautifully, creating a garden
that becomes renowned both within the country and
beyond, all because of the gardener's expertise. The
gardener must consistently check and protect the
flowers from pests to ensure their healthy growth. As the
proverb says, “children are the future leaders.” The
development of a nation depends heavily on its children,
making their growth and upbringing crucial to the
country’s future. To ensure that children grow into
responsible and capable leaders, they need a dedicated
guide to nurture them. In schools, it is the teacher who
plays this vital role in shaping the future of these children.
Thus, to ensure the future leadership grows strong, the
most important figure is the teacher.

Saw B Aung , Doo Pla Ya District ,Karen Teacher College School

No matter how advanced a nation’s education system
becomes, if there is no unity and truth within the country,
progress will be difficult to achieve. Teachers are the first
to instill in us the values of unity and truth. Whenever
conflicts arise in school, we witness how teachers step in
to resolve issues, guiding students with fairness and love.
They practice no discrimination and treat everyone
equally, fostering an environment of respect and care.
Through the guidance of teachers, individuals develop a
sense of peace, righteousness, and the ability to discern
right from wrong. As these values take root in individuals,
they spread across the country, promoting unity and
righteousness, which in turn strengthens the nation’s
potential for development. In this sense, teachers can also
be seen as “cleaners” of the mind. Just as a good cleaner
removes all waste and dirt, teachers help cleanse
negative or harmful thoughts from the minds of
individuals. They are the first to help transform bad
thoughts into positive ones. Therefore, teachers are
essential in fostering unity and playing a critical role in the
development of the nation.

The teacher is the most vital planter in the nation, and the
first to lay the foundation for education. Teachers are also
the skilled gardeners who cultivate the future leaders of
the country, nurturing lives and contributing to national
development. In the minds of individuals, teachers bring
peace and unity, serving as the cleaners of the soul,
guiding students toward righteousness. In a country, the
teacher is the most essential figure. To achieve national
development, teachers are the root. Just as a tree cannot
survive without its roots, a country without teachers
cannot thrive. Even if a tree falls, it will continue to live as
long as its roots remain intact. Similarly, a nation with
teachers will continue to grow and develop. In conclusion,
the teacher is the foundation of a country’s progress and
development.Top of Form
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Interview with Teacher
Naw Paw Eh Shee on
Inclusive Education

Question: Could you please introduce yourself, including how
nmany years you have been teaching and where you teach?
Answer: My name is Naw Paw Eh Shee. | live in Htee Wah Blaw
village, and 1 am a teacher. | have been teaching for three years.
Question: Do you consider your school inclusive? Why “ yes” or “
No"?

Answer: Yes, my teaching is inclusive for all students. For
example, | teach students with disabilities, including a student
who has limited mobility in their leg and hand. We make sure not
to leave any student behind. We welcome and encourage their
participation in the educational process. | believe it is the
responsibility of teachers to ensure that everyone is included in
education.

Question: What is the most important thin by creating an
inclusive school environment?

Answer: The most important thing is ensuring that the school
environment, including facilities such as toilets and classrooms, is
flexible and accessible for all students with disabilities and those
without.

Question: Are children from socially disadvantaged environ-
ments or IDP entering the schools sufficiently prepared?

Answer: Our school is always ready to welcome IDP students
who are no longer able to study in their previous locations. We
continuously prepare ourselves to support and accommodate
students who come to live and study at our school.

Question: What can be the positive effects of the inclusive
education? What should be done?

Answer: Inclusive education benefits both students with
disabilities and those without. . Although they may differ in
physical appearance abilities, by studying together and being
given equal opportunities to participate, they experience
happiness, satisfaction, self-belief, and confidence. It helps them
understand that they are valued.

Question: What should be done in order to improve especially
Karen pupils’ education?

Answer: There are many actions we should take to develop Karen
education. In our village, support fromm community leaders is
essential in encouraging teachers, students, and parents. Village
leaders should actively participate in motivating parents to send
their children to school to promote inclusive education.

Question: What the Kawthoolei education should do?

Answer: In my opinion, our leaders should establish an
organization dedicated to supporting disabled children. There are
disabled children in our community, and some parents are
reluctant to send them to school due to their disabilities. Even
when parents wish to send them to school, transportation and
accessibility issues often pose challenges. Therefore, | believe a
special facility should be created for disabled children, where they
can receive an education in an environment that
accommodates their needs.

Question: What school principle should do ?

Answer: In my opinion, the school principal should encourage
teachers and other stakeholders to understand and accept the
unique feelings and experiences of different students. If disabled
students are neglected, they may feel sad and lose confidence.
Thus, the principal should ensure that teachers care for every
student, encourage dll students, and urge parents to support their
children, regardiess of their abilities. Parents should be
encouraged to accept and nurture their children’s education.
Additionailly, the principal should support the school committee’s
efforts to enhance participation in development initiatives, such
as ensuring adequate study spaces and a school environment
that meets the needs of all students, both disabled and non-
disabled. School leaders should be aware of and prepare for
these factors to create an inclusive educational environment
where all students have equal rights and opportunities.

Question: What should be changed in families ?

Answer. Some families experience internal conflicts that
negatively impact their children, causing them to face difficult
challenges. This lack of harmony can hurt children emotionally,
making them feel unloved and uncared for. Children need love
and support both at school and at home. Therefore, families must
work on changing harmful behaviors that cause stress for their
children. In some cases, families with disabled children, such as
those with visual impairments or other physical challenges, tend
to underestimate their abilities. These parents may believe their
children are incapable of achieving anything or attending school,
which can lead to a loss of confidence in the children as they are
judged unfairly by others. If parents change their perspectives
and recognize the potential of their children, | believe all children,
including those with disabilities, would be able to attend school
and receive an education. Families should prioritize their children's
future development by finding ways to encourage and support
them. Many children want to study but cannot attend school
because their families face financial difficulties or are unable to
provide the necessary resources. It is important for parents to
change any negative mindsets so their children do not feel
burdened by these challenges and can pursue their education
with confidence.

Question: What school should do?

Answer: | understand that a school community consists of
teachers, the school principal, the school committee, other
participants, villagers, and students. The school should ensure
that everyone, including both disabled and non-disabled
students, has an equal opportunity to participate in all activities
together. Teachers should design programs and activities that
include disabled students, ensuring they can engage and be part
of the learning experience. By creating such opportunities,
disabled students will be able to participate, gain self-confidence,
understand their own value, and feel the love and support of
others. This, in turn, will motivate them further in their educational
journey.
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' Teacher Education

More Than the Classroom: The Teacher’s Wider Role

“https://www.nowjakarta.co.id/arus-kualan-indigenous-school-a-journey-to-preserve-culture-empower-the-future/ “

Teaching is a multi-faceted occupation which includes so
much more than simply creating the next lesson plan.
Teachers are part of a larger school team of staff and
sometimes the duties extend far beyond your comfort zone.
Maybe you thought that you would just be in your classroom
shaping the minds and educating the children in your care? If
that was our only job, teaching would be a piece of cake!
Below are a few possible situations where you might be put on
the spot to do things above and beyond just teaching in the
classroom.

Be The Coach

Sometimes, when a fresh-out-of-college prospective teacher
is interviewing for a position with a school district, they will ask
you during the interview if you would be interested in coaching
a sport. If you really want that teaching position, then the
answer is always yes. Schools are often in need of coaches for
their teams. And you should feel good about them asking
because that means they are strongly considering you for the
teaching spot.

You may be thinking that you have no experience in that
certain sport to offer the kids or the school to make that team
better. But sometimes it does not matter. The school just wants
to make sure you are up for the challenge, and they are
interested in whether you are a team player.

Of courseg, if you have skills in this area and are keen to make a
good impression don't forget to mention it on your resume or
application.

Volunteer Your Time

Teachers are expected to volunteer their time during the
school year. There are several circumstances that usually
come up. Parents sometimes ask for tutoring for their child
from the classroom teacher. Someone needs to watch
detention or study hall nhow and then. Perhaps another
teacher is struggling with technology, so a volunteer is needed
to assist them. This type of volunteering happens early and
often every week of the school year. And if you are a team
player, then you definitely want to volunteer before you
eventually get recruited to do it and you don't have a choice.

Once | was asked to volunteer for my school district in a
wrestling match! A small professional wrestling organization
was putting on a show to raise money for the school district.
They thought if a teacher entered their battle royal and fought
20 other wrestlers all at once, the students and their families
would go crazy for it. This would result in higher ticket sales and
more money for the district.

It ended with me performing in front of over a thousand
people on a Saturday night in a wrestling ring. As a teacher,
you never know which circumstances you will be placed in
and what you will be asked to do!

Be a Public Speaker

Many teachers will tell you that speaking in front of a
classroom of kids is one thing, but getting up in front of a
roomful of adults is something entirely different. So if your
public speaking skills need a bit of help, make sure you seek it
out before Welcome to School Night, school assemblies, and
other times where you will be placed in front of a lot of people
at a moment’s notice!

A Role Model for the Community

As a teacher, you may have already noticed that once you are
out and about in the community, all eyes are upon you. Maybe
it is former students that are watching you and wanting to say
hello. Sometimes it is the parents of the kids at school who
notice you. Whatever the case, you always have to conduct
yourself appropriately.

Being an educator means also being a role model for
everyone around you. It is a duty that should not be taken
lightly. Some of your students may not have adequate
parental figures in their lives, so by just being a good person in
and out of the public eye, you are influencing more kids than
you will ever know. There are extra things that go along with
being a teacher, and we may be placed in uncomfortable
situations, but it is not anything that we cannot handle
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and-conditions/how-to-keep-your-kids-fit-during-weather-changes/
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Teacher Talk

» e — =\ Naw Aye Kyi
\ = Doo Tha Htoo District
SN

The current situation poses significant challenges for
teachers, who face a variety of difficulties. Conflicts and
inequalities occasionally arise between groups or individuals
due to the limitations in schools, resources, students,
teachers, and the overall education system. There are times
when we require the support of our leaders to help resolve
these issues by facilitating communication with the
community, thereby preventing conflicts between teachers
and parents.

Many school principals are quite young and could improve
their leadership skills and help their schools grow by getting
more management training. So they need more
management training for that. Moreover, to ensure a
smooth and effective learning process, it is essential to
provide sufficient textbooks for both teachers and students.
In order to maintain teachers’ motivation and encourage
their long-term commitment, increased financial support is
also necessary. | am highlighting these concerns because |
believe one of the most significant challenges, we face is the
difficulty in recruiting enough teachers at the start of each
school year.

.‘ J‘L .
; _ Naw Moo Ra
Doo Tha Htu District
.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the leaders,
teachers, and facilitators for providing us with this valuable
training on "Inclusive Education." This training has equipped
our teachers with diverse methods for effectively teaching
children, which is highly beneficial for our work. It has also
fostered  stronger relationships  between  schools,

encouraging knowledge sharing. Additionally, we have
gained valuable insights on improving the relationship
between teachers and students. This is extremely useful for
our teachers, and we look forward to learning more about
how to support children with difficulties in speaking and
listening.
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Saw Soe Hpaing
Doo Tha Htu District

As a leader managing this process, our teaching team
received Child Functioning Data Collection training on 12th
July 2023. This training has provided us with numerous
benefits. It has helped us understand the many difficulties
and challenges that teachers face in the school
environment.

As teachers, we strive to do our best and remain committed
to our work, despite the obstacles we encounter. This
perseverance becomes a strength for the students. To
ensure children grow up receiving a quality education, we,
as teachers, must prepare ourselves in various ways to teach
effectively. Furthermore, teachers need to develop the skills
to recognize students' abilities and lead in a manner that
ensures equal opportunities for all students.

Given the unstable situation in the country, the Child
Functioning training has been particularly valuable for me,
as well as for all teachers, in fostering an inclusive
educational environment.

Naw Su Su Aye
Mergui-Tavoy District

My name is Naw Su Su Aye, and | have been teaching at Thu
Lei Plaw School for the past three years. Currently, many
villages and children are facing challenges in accessing
quality education due to the unstable situation in our
country. Despite these difficulties, it is heartening to see our
leaders working hard to build and prepare schools for our
community. We deeply appreciate their dedication and
vision to ensure that Karen children receive an education
and are not left behind compared to others. As a teacher, |
had the opportunity to attend a short training, which |
found incredibly beneficial. This training helped us gain a
deeper understanding of teaching methods, which we have
since applied to improve our classroom instruction. | am
grateful to our leaders for organizing such a valuable
training program for Karen teachers, as it has significantly
enhanced our teaching practices.
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FORWARDING MESSAGE TO READER

The Karen Teacher Working Group wants to share certain skills, ideas, and information through this
newsletter that we hope will be useful for the development of our Karen education system. We need your
feedback, opinions, and news to help us achieve this goal.

Please send us letters, stories, lesson plans, games, poems, experiences, or anything else you believe
would be useful to share in this newsletter. When you write to us, please include your name, date, and
the place where you live. We look forward to hearing from you!
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KAREN TEACHER WORKING GROUP
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