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THE HISTORY OF | &%
WORLD TEACHER DAY

World Teachers' Day, also known as International
Teachers' Day, is celebrated every year on October
5th. This special day honors teachers around the
world and recognizes their important contributions to
education and society. The history of World Teachers'
Day dates back to 1994 when it was established by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

The choice of October 5th as World Teachers' Day is
significant. It marks the anniversary of the adoption of
the "Recommendation concerning the Status of
Teachers” in 1966. This recommendation, developed
by UNESCO and the International Labour Organization
(o), sets standards regarding the rights and
responsibilities of teachers, as well as their training,
recruitment, employment, and working conditions. The
recommendation is a landmark document that
highlights the crucial role of teachers in shaping future
generations and promoting quality education for all.

Before the establishment of World Teachers' Day, there
were various efforts around the world to recognize and
appreciate teachers. In some countries, Teachers' Day
was celebrated on different dates. For instance, in
India, Teachers' Day has been celebrated on
September 5th since 1962, in honor of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, a renowned philosopher and the
countrys second President. Similarly, in Ching,
Teachers' Day is observed on September 10th.

The establishment of World Teachers' Day by UNESCO
aimed to create a unified, global observance that
would raise awareness about the importance of
teachers and the challenges they face. The day serves
as an opportunity to celebrate the teaching profession
and to draw attention to the need for more support
and resources for teachers.

Since its inception, World Teachers' Day has grown in
significance and scope. Each year, UNESCO and its
partners, including Education International, a globall
federation of teachers’ unions, choose a theme to
highlight specific issues related to the teaching
profession.

Themes have included “Teaching in Freedom,
Empowering Teachers,” and "Young Teachers: The
Future of the Profession.” These themes address
current challenges and opportunities in education and
aim to inspire actions to improve the status and
conditions of teachers worldwide.

Celebrations of World Teachers' Day take various
forms. Schools, communities, and organizations
around the world organize events and activities to
honor teachers. These may include award ceremonies,
cultural performances, and public speeches. Students
often express their gratitude by giving their teachers
cards, flowers, or small gifts. In some countries,
educational authorities and governments use the
occasion to announce new policies or initiatives aimed
at supporting teachers and improving education.

World Teachers' Day also serves as a reminder of the
ongoing need to invest in the teaching profession.
Teachers play a vital role in achieving the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, particularly
Goal 4, which aims to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all. To achieve this godi, it is essential
to address the shortages of qualified teachers,
especially in developing countries, and to provide
them with the necessary training, resources, and
support.

In conclusion, World Teachers' Day is a significant
global observance that celebrates the contributions of
teachers and highlights the importance of their role in
society. Established by UNESCO in 1994, the day is
marked on October 5th to commemorate the
adoption of the 1966 recommendation concerning the
status of teachers. Through various themes and
activities, World Teachers' Day draws attention to the
challenges faced by teachers and the need for
continued support and investment in the teaching
profession. As we celebrate this day, we are reminded
of the invaluable impact that teachers have on
shaping the future of individuals and communities
around the world.



