Strengthening Communities, Empower
Education

Myanmar is in crisis, yet our people remain steadfast in the pursuit
of education and freedom. In Indigenous communities, learning
continues despite adversity-Classes held in hidden spaces, lessons
studied by candlelight, schools rebuilt from the ground up. KTWG
stands beside them. Together, we make education possible for
every child, no matter how remote, no matter the challenges. They
refuse to give up. You have the power to stand with them. Be the

differrence.

1671 11190 140732
Schools Teachers Students
$10 Per Child " Your
$100 Equips a Class / Generos.ity \
$1,000 Pays 2 Teachers P -

\ and Makea
$10,000 Constructs a School W
$100,000 Funds a School Cluster . l

Donation Made Through Our Sister Organization CRED
https://www.every.org/centre-for-rural-education-development
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Airstrikes and Farmland Destruction
Worsen Food Shortages for IDPs, KHRG
Reports

Kawthoolei (Karen State)- Since the 2021 coup until June 2024,
the military council has intensified aerial bombings across
Kawthoolei's seven districts, destroying farmlands and making
cultivation unsafe. As a result, internally displaced persons
(IDPs) are facing worsening food shortages, according to a
report released by the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG) on
November 15, 2024.

The report states that artillery shells are landing on farmlands,
making farming nearly impossible. Military offensives near
villages have also destroyed grazing land for cattle, further
disrupting livelihoods. Many locals live in constant fear as
airstrikes continue. Nearly one million displaced persons in
Kawthoolei are struggling to access essential medical
supplies.

Since the coup, the military has carried out at least 184
airstrikes, destroying civilian property and entire communities.
At least 67 religious buildings, 42 schools, and 14 medical
facilities have been damaged or destroyed. The attacks on
schools have left children feeling unsafe and have disrupted
their education, posing a serious threat to the future of the next

generation.

The ongoing violence continues to have devastating impacts
on the lives of civilians, making it increasingly difficult for
children to learn and for families to rebuild their lives.

Photo: KECD

Htee Chi Baw Village School in Bilin Hit by
Airstrike for the Second Time

Bilin Township, Doo Tha Htoo District — On the evening of
January 16, 2025, amiddle school in Htee Chi Baw village was
attacked for the second time by drone bombings, damaging
half of the school building. At around 5:00 PM, just as school
had ended for the day, two drones appeared and dropped
bombs. Fortunately, since classes had already been
dismissed, no students or teachers were injured. The
community had previously seen drones flying overhead but
never expected an attack. However, on January 16, 2024, two
bombs were dropped—one directly hitting the school and
causing half of the building to collapse, while the other landed
outside the village. The attack has raised serious concerns
about student safety and uncertainty over whether the school
can continue operating. Meanwhile, local villagers remain in
fear and distress, unsure of what will happen next.

Photo KECD
Htee Chit Baw School bu1|d|ng was h|t by adrone bombmg
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Over 2,000 IDPs Struggle to Return Home
Amid Ongoing Attacks in Doo Tha Htu
District

Doo Tha Htu District — Since early January 2025, over 2000
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from Meh Plee and A Sue
Chaung Village Tracts in Biling Township have been unable to
return home due to ongoing instability in the region.

Meh Plee Village Tract, with eight villages and a population of
1500, and A Sue Chaung Village Tract, with four villages and
1000 people, together account for approximately 2500
resident. However, continuous SAC military attacks have
forced the majority to flee.

The attack began near the SAC military camp in Meh Plee,
where fighter jets carried out airstrikes, frequently dropping
bombs and heavy weapons on villages. Many homes,
including those in Taung Ka Lay, where destroyed. Of the 2500
resident across the 11 villages in Biling Township, more than
2000 have been displaced, with many seeking refuge in
rmonasteries or with relatives in Kyite Hto Township.

As the situation remains unstable, displaced families face
ongoing challenges, including a lack of food, shelter, and
medical support. Humanitarion aid is urgently needed to
support those affected by the violence.

The conflict has also severely impacted education. With final
exams approaching, schools in the affected areas were
forced to conduct exams early in February, instead of the
usual March schedule. The instability continues to disrupt
learning, leaving children uncertain about their future
education.

UXO Explosion Injures 13-Year-0ld in Taw Oo
District

Taw Oo (Taungoo) District — On December 26, 2024, at around
4:00 PM, a 13-year-old boy from Htaw Ta Htoo Township was
injured when an unexploded ordnance (UXO) detonated near
a village plantation. The incident occurred when the child, who
was herding cows, went into a hut to rest. An unexploded
ordinance that had been lodged on the roof, triggering the
blast “fell from above” and exploded as he entered the hut
unbeknownst to him. The explosion left the boy injured, and he
was immediately taken to a hospital for medical treatment.
The source of the UXO remains unknown, and no armed group
has been identified as responsible. This incident has alarmed
local villagers, as the presence of UXOs poses a serious threat
to civilians, especially children. Residents fear that more
unexploded ordnance may still be in the areq, putting their
safety at risk.
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SAC Military Attacks Schools in Ler Doh
Township, Forcing Students and Teachers to
Flee

Kler Lwee Htu District, Ler Doh Township — The SAC military
has launched attacks on two schools in Ler Doh Township,
forcing students and teachers to flee and disrupting
education in the area. On January 14, 2025, SAC forces shelled
Ta Ghaw Der School, causing severe damage. Fearing for their
safety, teachers and students were forced to evacuate and
relocate their learning environment to a hidden area. On
February 4, 2025, an SAC drone bombed Taw Kay School,
completely destroying the building. The attack also damaged
teaching materials, furniture, and other school property. These
attacks have left many students without a safe place to study,
further worsening the already difficult situation for displaced
communities. Many children are now struggling to continue
their education in unsafe and unstable conditions.

Since the SAC coup, their military actions have destabilized the
country and spread fear among civilians. Bombing religious
sites and educational institutions not only lowers the standard
of living but also hinders the younger generation’s access to
knowledge.

Education must be protected from attacks to secure the future
of our children. The international community, local organiza-
tions, and all concerned individuals must act to protect
schools and ensure that every child has the right to learn in a
safe environment.

Military Junta's Drone Attacks Force
Civilians to Flee in Fear

Kler Lwee Htu District- On October 29, 2024, at 10:00 AM, the
military junta’s armed forces, stationed in They Ghe Lu village,
launched a drone bombing attack on Naung Kone village.
Just over an hour later, at 11:05 AM, the same troops carried out
another drone strike on Yae Le' village, destroying a
community school. The ongoing artillery shelling and drone
bombings by junta forces in They Ghe Lu village have caused
widespread panic among civilians. Residents of They Ghe Lu,
Yae Lel, and Ywa Gyi Inn villages were forced to flee their
homes in search of safety. As military attacks continue in the
region, civilians remain at risk, facing displacement and
worsening humanitarian conditions. Local communities fear
further escalation as they struggle to find secure shelter.
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Kawthoolei Schools resumed in K’'Seh Doh township (the first township able to

resume schools)

Schools resume in K’'Seh Doh township, Mergui-Tavoy
District

K'Seh Doh township, situated in Mergui-Tavoy District, is one of
the five townships and one unique region. Notably, it is the only
township involved in the activities led by the Karen Education
and Culture Department. There are two Kawthoolei schools in
the township. The schools were rebuilt in 2022 due to the
dedication and efforts of the township leaders, various
departments, teachers, parents, and school committees who
have been committed to improving the Education of Kahsar
Doh township. The first school is located beside the main road
in Htoo Maw village within the Lah Bawa area. Remarkably,
among the three townships, Kahsar Doh township saw the
rebuilding of Kawthoolei school. In 2022, among the three
townships, Kawthoolei schools were rebuilt only in K'Seh Doh
township. The first school is situated beside the main road in
Htoo Maw village in the Lah Baw area. The second school is
located in Mawpathru village in the Paw Kloo area. Both
schools are equipped with dormitories to accommodate
students and teachers. The new buildings have become a
heritage for the younger generation as well as for the broader
communities in K'Seh Doh township. Despite the challenges of
political instability, access to education has remained a
priority. We are deeply grateful for the collaborative efforts of
teachers, students, school committees, and parents, along
with the support of township leaders. The schools have been
successfully operating, restoring the reputation of Kawthoolei
education in the township due to the cooperation among our
Karen people.

After 1997, Kawthoolei Schools disappeared and fell into
disrepair until their reconstruction in 2021. Ethnic domination
has resulted in a significant loss of our language, culture, and
traditions in the K'Seh Doh area of Dawei District. Following the
start of peace talks in 2015, ethnic minorities in Myanmar were
allowed to teach their native languages and literature in
schools. However, challenges remain, and many areas still
lack the resources and opportunities necessary for effective
Karen language education.

In 2019, due to the global spread of the COVID-19 pandemic,
students faced significant challenges in continuing their
studies. Many students temporarily paused their learning, and
the learning of children and youth became a challenge in our
area as a result of the pandemic.

In 2021, the military seized power, resulting in widespread
protests and political instability, creating additional education
challenges. These struggles have impacted not only the Karen
people but also all ethnic groups in the country, fostering the
formation of resistance forces opposing the Myanmar military
coup. Among the military many human rights violations are
the infringement on the right to education, which has become
a significant concern for youth, children, and learners.

Despite the instabilities, we restored our education and culture
in the K'Seh Doh areq, Mergui-Tavoy District. After holding the
18" township congress in the township, the township leaders,
including our teachers, came together to discuss plans for the
reconstruction of the two school buildings with the backing of
community members and their leaders. The rebuilding of the
two schools was arranged in 2022 and then completed. They
are now operating under Kawthoolei's standards in the K'Seh
Doh area, and progress has been made within three years..

Why were the schools rebuilt?

¢ To provide children and youth access to education in light
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

—/9)
(-

» To create learning opportunities for students, especially as
the military has taken power, which has impacted
education in our area.

* The school was established through the efforts of the
Karen Education and Culture Department at the township
level to offer Karen people an opportunity to preserve our
culture in the Kahsar Doh area.

e |t is essential to rebuild the school based on available
opportunities to meet local needs.

Goal: — In the era of globalization, Karen education and culture
will be cherished and recognized as part of an ethnicity that
has the right to self-determination with full dignity and
capability.

Objectives - As an ethnic group, we aim to present our Karen
literature, culture, and traditions to cultivate a positive outlook
in future generations, fostering a love for our people, and

education, and encouraging leadership in  community
development.
Values

- Leadership and accountability

- Nationality, mutual respect, and equality

- Obedience, respect, and appreciation for the value of
education

- Determination and discipline

- Ambition and enthusiasm

- Commitment to education

Establishment - The two schools in the township were
established by education administrators, township leaders,
and teachers, with the support of community members for
their reconstruction: Kaw Kanyaw High School and Kahsar Doh
Basic Education High School.

1. Kaw Kanyaw High School was founded in Mawpahtru village
within the Pawklo area. The school opened for the 2022-2023
academic year, currently serving 43 students and employing
6 teachers. It features a dormitory for the accommmodation of
both students and teachers.

2. Kahsar Doh Basic Education High School is situated next to
the main road in Htoo Maw village within the Lah Baw area.
This school opened in the 2022-2023 academic year and
currently serves 187 students, employing 8 teachers. It also has
a dormitory for both students and teachers.

The schools have been operational and well-managed
despite numerous challenges. We are grateful for the support
and coordination from township leaders, department leaders,
and community leaders. They have been functioning
effectively for three years.

Although we face many difficulties, our teachers understand
the importance of education and are committed to providing
quality learning opportunities for studentsin the context of
current political instability and oppression, our teachers and
students attend classes under the threat of air strikes and
attacks. Nonetheless, they are eager to learn and are
overcoming these challenges with the support of township
leaders, battalion leaders, and their parents. Additionally,
school committees share responsibilities to ensure student
safety and to manage the schools successfully amid these
difficult conditions. The two schools are prominently located in
the K'Seh Doh area.
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International Education

Two of Alan's children were unable to access Kurdish class in
Diyarbakir, a city of 1.8 million in the mainly Kurdish southeast.
“There were enough requests, but a teacher was not
available," he said.
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Kurdish pupils denied
language lessons in
Turkey amid wider curbs,
families say

(https:/ /www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/kurdish-pupils-denied-language-lessons-turkey-
amid-wider-curbs-families-say-2024-12-04/2utm_source=chatgptcom)

ISTANBUL, Dec 4 (Reuters) - A Turkish government proposal to
end a decades-long conflict with Kurdish militants has put
Kurdish rights back in the spotlight, at a time when Kurdish
leaders say repression is rife and freedoms won more than a
decade ago have eroded.

One of those is the right to receive two hours of Kurdish
language education in school, a move introduced by Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan in 2012 as an ‘historic step” in a
country which once banned the Kurdish language outright.

More than a dozen parents, Kurdish politicians and education
experts told Reuters their children today could not receive the
language classes even in Turkey's largest cities, and not all
Kurdish families knew of the right to ask for them.

Turkey's Kurds make up about a fifth of the population,
numbering an estimated 17 million. Kurdish is the mother
tongue for most and the right to education in Kurdish is one of
their main demands.

The constitution however states, 'no language other than
Turkish shall be taught as mother tongue to Turkish citizens.”

“The Kurdish people's right to education in their mother tongue
is essential for the expression of their cultural identity and
social equality,” said Gulistan Kilic Kocyigit, chairperson of the
pro-Kurdish DEM party in parlioment.

“Education in mother tongue is essential for peace, equal
citizenship and the protection of cultural rights.”

Erdogans key ally in his ruling dllionce made a shock
proposalin October that jailed Kurdish militant PKK leader
Abdullah Ocalan end his group's insurgency in exchange for
the possibility of his release.

Previously, a peace process with the militants was started in
2012 but collapsed in 2015 and was followed by fresh violence
and a crackdown on the pro-Kurdish political movement.

"Optional Kurdish classes have become invisible in schools
since the end of the peace process,” said Remezan Alan, a
lecturer within the Kurdish Language and Culture department
of Artuklu University in Turkey's southeastern Mardin province.
The department was formed in 2009.

—/
(-

Asked about the classes, Turkey's ministry of education, which
speaks for schools, said, ‘it is possible for a course to be taught
if at least 10 students are enrolled.” It did not comment on the
situation in individual schools.

Education Minister Yusuf Tekin last month denied that the
state was ignoring requests from parents for the lessons or
discouraging them from asking for them. If there were not
enough students he said, it was because of a 2012 boycott of
the lessons by DEM's predecessor party, which said two hours
were not enough.

Parents want children to learn Kurdish in school so they can
read and write in the language, they say.

Hudai Morarslan, a member of teachers’ union Egitim-Bir-Sen
which campaigns for teachers' rights and educational rights,
says pupils have access to optional Kurdish classes in only 13
cities across Turkey. He is campaigning for them to be
available in Bingol, a town in the mainly Kurdish southeast
region.

Everyone is afraid to ask’ he said, adding that there is a
constant fear of being stigmatised by the state and linked to
the PKK, designated as a terrorist group by Turkey, the United
States and the European Union.

In November, Turkish authorities detained 231 people and
replaced six pro-Kurdish mayors over suspected PKK ties. The
DEM Party said those detained included its local officials and
activists.

Earlier, dozens of people singing and dancing to Kurdish songs
at weddings were detained on charges of "spreading terrorist
propagandad’, which the DEM party said showed ‘intolerance
towards Kurdish identity and culture”.

Government officials said the songs were an expression of
solidarity with the PKK and a threat to national unity.

SLOW PROGRESS

Turkey's ban on the Kurdish language was lifted in 1991
Seventeen years later, state broadcaster TRT began a Kurdish
TV channel, which some Kurds boycotted and criticised as
government propagandai.

Nevzat Yesilbagdan, 43, lives in Istanbul's Bagcilar district with
his family. He says three of his children's requests to learn
Kurdish have been denied by the school due to a lack of
teachers or an insufficient number of students.

‘Our main demand is to be educated in our mother tongue,
but an optional course is an important step towards that goal.”

A study released by Rawest Research, a think tank focused on
Kurdish issues, found in 2020 that only 30 percent of some
1500 parents were aware of the optional Kurdish courses.

Ihsan Yildiz, 42, who works in the construction sector in Istanbul,
said his 15-year-old daughter Meryem received no response
to her request for Kurdish class from her Islamic Imam Hatip
school. She then stopped asking. His children understand
some Kurdish but can't read it.

"My mother who lives with us does not speak Turkish. | translate
when my children talk to their grandmother. This is so sad.”



https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/erdogan-ally-proposes-talks-between-pro-kurdish-party-jailed-militant-2024-11-26/

¢ ©O

CD'IODCD C\)'I.a)

5910308 O’)'IOO?TI 0361591 50.(7)01

C\)'LCB (B (.ﬂ'I§ Cf)'ICDSCSO(T)Ug'LOOOg.(j'Lq?

C\)18390'| () @qul
@c\ﬂc?poomﬁ 2033 ool OJOS JOJg%ﬁsgoreﬁm 109&18@5
o0 O O ¢ 0QDC o e ¢ [ o‘i b b

09500100 C\)Soom:oo1sgpgspsmwpoo1913%wm1 eIl opjkcs)
c Q <o L o¢c

QL§PCOL. 0 POIROPAOIID cmsagﬂo (Program & Teachmcal

Director) 83@5009031@30)1035 cmoocmoopoop oo1oopo>o

cac 9 o Q
OO'IPOPDOOOoU)U{]UQ'L C\)'I(D@(YEODG]P(}I@'LODO’).;U)'I(DQ"I 3991

o C OC OC <
0)«%?0)1 O)"I@PQ)O?BPOD(Y)«.O)U{'GQI ({I?lSﬂQD'ICY)O)'IPOPO)

c Q9 < ’]ip

:>ocr3°:npm°91oomw:39m1:>apmelao 01085858500
oS1. apo)"smiw)pomg"wo 0)109(1)99095%13)50)?(3: 100
c18m0niad3, onadisloniadSoos, mdﬂwe1m§?m§®?(ﬁ:m1

Q01 910)133@00900139939939010)(9939399@9&1.
Yy QcOoC < C oC OC cac Q Q o cCc_Q <
CDK)EPOPOQP C\)'IO)KDPQ)OOD'IPOPOD(DZCDO’{IGDI Q1320:001

QC QOCeo c Q¢co Q Q_O <
ma?sé]oopoopgnmepmq C\)1U)P(\)O®Z§39338 330D 0?336‘"3

”80
=
o

le]

Ton

QLe12002302100¢)1 mﬁé:mﬁelaﬂslolpj:ngﬁﬁc&. gcﬂcmoﬁel
¢ N O¢ [~ oC 00 Q N < oc ¢
epteloslablelebticH oomoooé]q?pogoo@pasw 320F0210P0DE]
5:1%3(7)91@9,’308;30;1 mﬁ‘mqmeﬁmﬁésmﬁ‘mwﬂowﬂ cmooé;oo
¢ _Cco C C C C C Qo C N CON < ec ¢ ©o
QROZPBOGP ODICPPIIPORDIY 3§ OI10D§IIONZOIHPCOL.
3903105100018351 0650%50)158503(73:8: mﬁmqmé’lmpo:e@
moo(sp 832610¢ C(Y%%@Oﬁofeno%, (‘)%%0031-39@61031910)()1(7%, 8
< C < (o~} 0.0 ©
oS(Pulte) 0')1099:739099:1902 3: Notre Dame (é]mel 3: Kroc
o < o C c . C c C C c c e N co
0)OOI0DTBIC0DPUE  OI1GIOITIPPIIQIOIGDEPCOL.  IPOUPPI
co [~ Q c Cc o C c . C c cCcoc o O C
OPP§L JELODDPINDE OITINDIDDOPVIOOPOT GLEDASIBOOGP
3’90)%(1")50358’]‘?%01% cmoo%ooﬁooﬁ 5:1;3901 10)01:390)%&
oo?el glopc\)wg 3005 3°oo(1‘m3)|:°>085c\>35 0'31433031?901000
ope?pcm
0210850352003:000a51 320950101001 OIS0 SS0

guzgclegoo(iﬁsagﬁ:pﬁ%ﬂfoj co1?)1§1?g<25:ppé]§: mimﬁ
» (Qopogogm‘.’g:mwlm@p%pml. O'Jw?gg?p(])togcﬁufoo@p <2
ooiogppalsionadt erongropcoma3ps: oxioplgogicorenadl
C()% SN QC_C @9 ce..Q¢ 0o¢ o__¢ Q< < Q
0210500193301 COL.IEPDIROPCOICD  I5§1§OOODPIRAS3s
Qro0c318m0aI§o00s, 1rS529¢16101800658: 1SR GIOS8
nop sagommogpoowwuqm ovisleopslonieronndiaadisd
St
C o N\ C ”l o C 0L OC
001331326000 m1oopcoosfap:>am.,moq|391 910)1@1@398 i

(DS(.D'I(DC\PSEFQJO}EPOD(TJGTI C\)'IS’DS’BPC\D'I(D’IO(.DI(')I 339@100&,

mwol, 85 & m%pmcg5ﬁﬁagpmop§pc31 sgooopomop
295058?351 9190508500%3;30%(8533., 8 ooisionqrooc8as
5

18385843 sScs.

23y

—On
2

) o

KTTC 0380095 (8191(8&?3903:0’)5&)88:0)%
035(8 %91(7)010%0)(953991
61@10’)161? (9(\3 w§\131ﬂq1 J0J3§p:¥301 KTTC a§pm§,l'30928

(BB, C\)1c\)wlmoasaao°oopw° oo1oo|:>mm19§33mor°>°arl.3
QLO001I0300653301, 0761310gigSdL. 3038950065 cdiet
Q oC o] C co ¢ C C N9 0 (Y oc
moaoa°sgao1mm1 cﬁ@:npooopa 14100p0IC01S¢le10R gL
oocsp oopoo" °oo1oopcu<soopm@p, m1o1ag>1qfoqjloow°oowl
(\)100101 oo1oopcooqmoao.,:°3., QLOD01006P§PCOL. KTTCOQQ
wpooupmcoympoqpo:ncm 0qe85:05055:038, 8iof 82
ooomapooop%)M

ool 8§Sas 919108539609503@5 sgooﬁoooo?wﬁmmooo
morSSmor%lorﬁoSﬁQ%egs\lﬁeracﬁ_ll oo1qmooopoga o?ooo@p
3°oo1o1991q9cq|100131°01 m?womﬁelm®p§9m1 oo1cow1c8:>o
oa.,moqlsrawlomsaoogp §8:m 1o1135]oo|:> 2103001582030
QPorme3l 19100010330155051. 33202950065 Glop1e00oT
o1o18: 0a358:00100035m0B1o0:3QLnoT co1ma8Soget

[o] C o¢Cc o¢ (S Q ¢ C Q Q Q [~)
o:110§@oo@p,3lzsgpoopm191m§1m1 oS00 et
c oc¢C oCOC o O C oC QC Q

Selslecte) 910001019900:0@']:13@19 Q0103109109103 500 81301
iFSC\%L
I [k

méc@wqﬁmaxﬁ CD'IOOﬂ'I 0’)5018(‘3&0)1885(%

Q'LO)'I'LSR (\)133385(\)1?1 g %15(\31%5 8« ﬁ&)
opPaSigpagt

ScolgPooorp Jojg 8t colgploanasy Jo jggpaeg, opSoas

G]PG'L&)('T?LO)'I(DQ1 (0] O'IO'IGQCD"I&)PCQG'LO)HCD@P &I?c

)
o]

I @ © IL

PpP3a320qSe10003:00imgT aREerRSAd10:, s85cRe1ena?
QO13IZ P01 mﬁwoﬁﬁwwﬁtﬁﬁm&@m @0%83&539101335
0319015658 001000019 c0103§(9,0c381c83901§§c01 co1oo1aop
ogeloussmsgoo (ﬁwoo(spsgpaom1m0%wao sllolicoentesi
3) oo1g°oo1wocmooao°61moo1 ol S8:00i0c8i08 con
6361033018501

0p3032065612003:05100)1 HSQje1VRSA8100: Co1DTEBSR
e1o>11m1mpoopmp:>aeaoo1é:orﬁm cmu%ﬁm&cms@mpc@

eNe o C < < (NP

%01 eommampsawpmwpii?i Qommermqs'az Q30pon

=

le)

o)

U')PO)'I@P%@IO)TL 0)1(0?@?:%‘@1 SCQUDOPCOPmPO 323 ('f20)
OP(DG’BPO'I’I@:;O’{ITICD'I 031335035@015 §3’313901§PC\)1. C

<c Q C o o < < Yy Q¢ ¢ Yy < (‘
O’JPC\)IJTSS’BI 3"OOPCDCOIDO’D'L o010 2 POO:D (\)10)10"? CDP

O’)PZDSDOQP 33 (?@U)@PS&U)1U)PU)%U)1398§§5C€I



. N\

KTWG Representative Attends Global
Indigenous Study Conference in the USA

From November 10 to 20, 2024, the Conference on Global
Indigenous Study (CGIS) was held in the United States. Thara
Saw Kolo Htoo, Program and Technical Director had the
opportunity to attend as a representative of the Karen Teacher
Working Group (KTWG). This conference brought together
diverse voices to discuss Indigenous studies worldwide. He
shared the Karen Indigenous perspective and current
situation while learning from other global participants.

The main purpose of attending this conference was to explore
collaborations that align with KTWG's mission. By connecting
with scholars and practitioners, he cimed to enhance KTWG's
approach to Karen ethnic education and advocacy.

During the trip, he met with representatives from organizations
such as Perry Township School, Burmese American
Community Institute (BACI), Pulte Institute, University of Notre
Dame, and the Kroc Institute for Peace Studies. He shared and
learned about integrating Indigenous perspectives in
education, community outreach programs, Indigenous rights,
and peace-building initiatives.

The conference provided valuable knowledge on integrating
Indigenous knowledge into research and education.
Recognizing Indigenous knowledge systems can offer
sustainable solutions to modern challenges. Thara Saw Kolo
Htoo also established relationships with Indigenous
organizations, educators, and scholars, which may lead to
future collaborations.

Additionally, the conference was a learning opportunity for
ethnic education groups from Myanmar, including Karen,
Kayah, Shan, and Kachin representatives. Their participation
strengthened gbnnections and understandiiag of Indigenous
education acrgss the world.

in Community Schools

Mu Traw District — In January 2025, 66 second-year students
from Karen Teacher Training College (KTTC) completed a
two-week teaching practicumat a community school in Tay
Mu Der Village Tract. During the practicum, the students
gained valuable hands-on experience in teaching, classroom
management, and community engagement. They learned
how to effectively interact with students, parents, and
community members, adapting their teaching methods to
real-life classroom situations.

Through this experience, the trainees also developed skills in
lesson planning, student engagement, and managing
classroom dynamics. The practicum helped them better
understand the challenges and responsibilities of being a
teacher in coommunity schools. As they return to their villages,
these future teachers are now better prepared to support their
students, create effective learning environments, and
strengthen commmunity-based education in Kawthoolei.

KTWG Provides Emergency Kits to Schools in
Mu Traw, Kler Lwee Htu, and Doo Tha Htu
Districts

In November 2024 and February 2025, the Karen Teacher
Working Group (KTWG) delivered emergency kits to schools in
Mu Traw, Kler Lwee Htu, and Doo Tha Htu Districts. These kits,
designed to provide essential supplies during emergencies,
were distributed to a total of 57 schools, benefiting 4,185
students. The kits contain important items such as first aid
supplies, food, water, and other necessary materials to ensure
the safety and well-being of students in these areas.

KTWG's efforts focus on helping schools in conflict-affected
regions, where children face many challenges to their
education. By providing these kits, KTWG ensures that students
are equipped to handle emergencies, allowing them to
continue their studies with a sense of security.

KTWG remains dedicated to its mission of supporting
education in regions facing conflict. The organization
continues to work tirelessly to provide resources and aid to
schools in need, contributing to the stability of education in
challenging environments. This initiative reflects KTWG's
ongoing commitment to the welfare and safety of children in
the Karen community.
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20th Anniversary of Karen Teachers Training
College in Kawthoolei

The Karen Teachers Training College (KTTC) was
established to provide systematic and high-quality
pedagogical training for Karen teachers. The college was
founded with the aim of enhancing teachers’ skills and
knowledge, ultimately strengthening the quality of Karen
education. Recognizing the critical role of education in
preserving Karen identity and fostering community
development, KTTC has remained committed to
equipping teachers with both theoretical and practical
teaching strategies.

The college’s curriculum covers a wide range of subjects,
including student-centered learning approaches,
classroom management, and curriculum development.
By fostering a strong educational foundation, KTTC
empowers Karen teachers to create effective and
inclusive learning environments for their students. Since
its inception, KTTC has grown not only in size but also in
impact, ensuring that Karen teachers receive the training
necessary to elevate the education system in their
communities.

KAREN TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE STATUS
(2004-2025) : :
|1145

l3j iZBE

Colleges Educators Graduates

Data Source: KTWG'’s Preservice (2024)

The first Karen Teachers Training College in Northern
Kawthoolei, located in Mu Traw District, was established in
2004. As of 2025, it has completed 20 years of service. Initially,
teachers from the seven districts attended a two-year
program, after which they served for three years in community
schools. Upon fulfilling this requirement, KTTC awarded them
diplomas. Due to local educational needs, district and
community leaders requested the establishment of another
Karen Teachers Training College in Southern Kawthoolei,
located in Doo Pla Ya District. In response, KTTC in Southern
Kawthoolei was opened in 2011 As of 2025, it marks its 14th
anniversary.

Following the 2021 coup, the Karen National Union (KNU)
regained administrative control over certain areas,
leading to the re-registration of some Ministry of
Education (MoE) schools under the Karen Education and
Culture Department (KECD), which operates under KNU
administration. Consequently, the number of schools and
students has significantly increased, creating a greater
demand for trained teachers in community schools.
However, ongoing conflicts since the 2021 coup have
posed significant challenges for teachers, especially in
Brigades 2 and 3, who struggle with travel difficulties and
rising transportation costs when attending the existing
KTTCs. To address these challenges, community leaders,
township representatives, and district authorities
proposed the establishment of another Karen Teachers
Training College in Northern Kawthoolei, specifically in -

Taw Oo District. In 2024, the KTTC in Taw Oo District was
opened, and as of 2025, it marks its first anniversary. At
present, 23 educators serve as tutors across the three
KTTCs. Looking back over the years, Karen education has
expanded significantly, improving both the accessibility
and quality of education for Karen communities. Over the
past 20 years, a combined total of 1145 graduates from
the two KTTCs have returned to their local schools,
serving as community teachers who inspire and educate
the next generation of Karen leaders. The colleges have
become beacons of hope, playing a crucial role in
sustaining and advancing Karen education amid
ongoing challenges.

As we celebrate the 20th anniversaries of the KTTCs, we
honor the dedication of the teachers, trainers, and
supporters who have contributed to their success. We
reaffirm our commitment to strengthening Karen
education and ensuring that every Karen child has
access to quality learning opportunities.

Together, we look forward to a future where education
continues to empower our people and preserve our
cultural heritage.

CoMOOC for Mobile Teacher Trainers:
Teachers Working in Conflict and Crisis
Settings

Starting from February 3 to 7, 2025, KTWG trainers
facilitated a massive open online course (coMOOC)
designed for teachers working in conflict and crisis
settings to 66 Mobile Teacher Trainers (MTTs) at the MTTs
Training Center, Hoe Kay. This 5-day training, focused on
“Understanding Education in Conflict and Crisis Settings,”
aimed to strengthen the skills of educators working in
challenging environments.

A total of 66 participants, including 48 males and 18
females, took part in this transformative learning
experience. The course covered a variety of essential
topics to support educators, such as understanding the
challenges faced by teachers, education in conflict
settings, and creating supportive learning environments.
Other key areas included understanding learners’
perspectives, social and emotional learning, and how to
respond to challenges in the classroom.

Through this training, KTWG empowers educators to
create safe and effective learning spaces for students,
even under difficult circumstances. By building the
capacity of Mobile Teacher Trainers, the program ensures
that teachers are better equipped to support their
students’ academic and emotional needs in conflict and
crisis situations. This training is an important step
towards  enhancing education in  challenging

environments.
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Traditional Knowledge

Artificial Intelligence and Indigenous Peoples’ Realities

This article has been taken and condensed from Nina
Sangma from Cultural Survival -
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-
quarterly/artificial-intelligence-and-indigenous-peoples-realities?
utm_source=chatgptcom)

The rise of Artificial Intelligence (Al) presents new
challenges for Indigenous Peoples, who have historically
been oppressed, dehumanized, and excluded from
mainstream narratives. As Al becomes an integral part of
society, it risks exacerbating existing inequalities and
violations. Indigenous identities are often defined by their
resistance to colonization and imperialism, and the
impact of Al could further marginalize these communi-
ties.

Al technology, driven by data, has become central to the
human experience. However, for Indigenous Peoples, Al's
development is another chapter in a long history of
exploitation. Corporations and States, whose agendas
are profit-driven, have rarely prioritized human rights,
and Al's governance risks reinforcing this pattern. The
values of democracy and human rights conflict with the
profit motives of corporations, and many Indigenous
perspectives are either ignored or patronized in industry
discussions.

A statement by hundreds of experts, activists, and
scholars raised alarms about Al's potential to diminish
human agency, stressing the need for inclusive, global
regulatory frameworks. Al cannot be seen in isolation—it
is built upon previous technologies that have already
embedded biases and prejudices, often with harmful
implications for Indigenous communities. Surveillance
technologies like Pegasus, used for tracking journalists
and activists, are a growing concern. These technologies
have been used to justify violence and violations of
human rights, especially in Indigenous areas.

Independent lndiﬁq_
Manipur, India. Photo co

of Makepeace Sitlh'bu'.‘ -

rnalist and Fulbrlghf schol

Governments and corporations have often used these
tools to suppress resistance, marking those who oppose
them as "terrorists” or "antinationals.” In places like India
and the Philippines, where Indigenous populations face
violent eviction from resource-rich lands, surveillance
technology is deployed to control and monitor dissent. Al
can also amplify online violence, particularly against
Indigenous women, as evidenced by the rise of disinfor-
mation campaigns, hate speech, and gender-based
violence. Al tools can spread misogyny, deepen polariza-
tion, and facilitate deep fakes, particularly targeting
women journalists in conflict zones.

Indigenous journalists are on the front lines of this battle.
Reporters like Makepeace Sitthou and Mia Magdalena
Fokno have faced online attacks, legal challenges, and
harassment. These experiences highlight the risks of Al-
generated violence and the need for safe spaces and
legal recourse. Fokno, for instance, won a case against
cyber misogyny, emphasizing the importance of legal
support for Indigenous women in the digital space.

The evolution of Al exacerbates the difficulties Indigenous
journalists face in preserving their cultural narratives and
defending their rights. As Al perpetuates existing biases,
its reliance on mainstream cultural norms marginalizes
Indigenous voices, leaving them vulnerable to exploita-
tion. The misrepresentation of Indigenous art and culture
in Al-generated content further exemplifies the threat
posed by these technologies.

In conclusion, Al presents both a challenge and an
opportunity. If not properly governed, it risks further
entrenching the systemic injustices faced by Indigenous
Peoples. The fight for rights, representation, and safety in
the digital age is ongoing, and Indigenous communities
must be at the forefront of these discussions to ensure a
just future in the age of Al. P P P
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Returning home: Resistance, resilience and reflections
of Kawthoolei

#image: muhsi-mag.webp

Whenever someone asks me where “home” is, my mind
runs in a circle — trying to figure out the best way to
answer the question truthfully without confusing them or
myself. How do | tell someone that my “home” is
Kawthoolei, an almost mythical place? How do | explain
to them that my idea of a homeland is largely
aspirational, based on cultural memory rather than lived
experience?

There was a part of me that felt uncertain about my own
sense of belonging in Kawthoolei. | was not born there,
nor did | belong to a specific district, brigade or township.

I was born in a refugee camp in Thailand, and my fluency
in the Karen language had been fractured by the
distance of migration and the influence of Western
tongues and culture. Yet, the people showed me that our
identity is not confined to physical borders — it resides in
the connection of our hearts and souls to the revolution.
Although our life experiences and environments differ,
our shared sense of identity and collective hopes for the
future created a bond that transcends boundaries.

I have visited Kawthoolei and lived there briefly, but my
experiences in my homeland are different from my
people who have been rooted there their whole lives. |
can decide to visit or leave whenever | please. They,
however, are faced with only two options: to stay or to
flee — not out of desire, but because these are the only
paths available for survival. While | have the privilege of
choice, for them, choice is a luxury they cannot afford.

Kawthoolei is engulfed in turmoil: marked by violence,
corruption and loss. While it holds deep cultural
significance for my people, it is not recognized as its own
nation and its volatile political landscape renders it more
of a dream than a tangible homeland.

Kawthoolei, meaning “Land without Darkness,” is the
name used by us, the Karen people, to refer to our
homeland, and our aspirations for self-determination
and greater autonomy. The Karen (pronounced Kuh-Ren)
people are an indigenous group to Burma (Myanmar),
primarily residing along the Thailand-Burma border. We
are one of the largest ethnic minorities in Burma—with
unique cultural heritage and history—but have faced
decades of conflict, persecution, and displacement due
to political and ethnic tensions with the Burmese
government and military.

— 19\
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By: Mu Hsi Hsi

While there is a Karen (Kayin) State, it is not Kawthoolei. It
does not encompass all the regions that hold historical
and cultural significance for the Karen people. Moreover,
the area remains contested between the Karen National
Union (KNU) — a political organization representing
theKaren people’s fight for self-rule — and the Myanmar
government, whose military junta (Tatmadaw) is the
primary perpetrator of violence in the region. The
Myanmar government’s actions have forced my people
into a defensive struggle, subjecting them to violence,
displacement and unimaginable suffering.

For me and many in the Karen community, our identity is
not just a label — it is an act of survival. Our ethnic and
cultural identity becomes a powerful form of resistance in
the face of efforts to erase our existence. Decades of
conflict and displacement deeply etched the need to
protect our heritage into our collective memory,
transforming our shared identity into a symbol of
resilience and solidarity.

While | was studying abroad in Hong Kong, | met a
Burmese student. When | spoke with her, | was struck by
her revelation: For a part of her life, she had no idea she
was of Karen descent because her parents had hidden it
from her to protect their family. After others found out she
had Karen in her blood, she began to experience
discrimination. For many Karen people and other ethnic
minorities in Burma, the truth of their identity often carries
more risks than benefits.

In Burma, Karen people are often denied identification
cards. By extension, my people are often denied freedom
of movement and access to opportunities. Yet the card
itself, which designates one as a minority, can subject
them to systemic bias and social exclusion at the hands
of the Burman maijority, stripping them of the privileges
others take for granted. This painful reality is a constant
reminder of the challenges faced by those whose
heritage is both their pride and their vulnerability.

In the last month of 2024, | had the privilege of returning
back to Kawthoolei. A few months prior, | was connected
with Naw Manger Baw, the founder of Knyaw Academy
(KA) — an organization dedicated to supporting the
development of the Karen community, and became an
ambassador for KA. We bonded over our shared
experiences of migration and aspirations to advocate for
our people. When we realized that we would both be in
Thailand at the same time, Naw Manger invited me to
join her and Moo Hsa, another Karen youth, on a journey
to visit different Karen schools and reconnect with my
heritage.

During this trip, | visited Kaw Moo Rah Junior College
(KMRJC), where | witnessed the incredible passion of the
students and teachers. Their commitment to education
and motivation to help their people were truly inspiring.
Through conversations and interactions, | learned of their
dreams to become doctors, teachers and leaders in
order to serve their communities and nation. Their
continuous determination and strength amid adversity
reaffrmed my commitment to advocating for my
people’s voices, preserving our culture and supporting
the fight for a better future for our people.



https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/gallery/2023/dec/19/amid-myanmars-longest-war-a-people-struggle-to-survive-in-the-forest
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| was also able to see Ho Kay Karen Teacher Teaching
College (North KTTC) again. It is a place close to my heart
because | worked there in the summer of 2023. Seeing
familiar faces and getting to reunite with the second-
year students one last time before they graduate was
very special to me as | had created close friendships with
them. During my brief return to North KTTC, | taught for
two days, driven by the desire to contribute to my
community and not just occupy space. When | was there,
I was able to reflect on my own positionality and reinforce
my sense of responsibility to support my people and
empower the dreams of Kawthoolei's leaders and its
future.

Between my departure from KMRJC and journey to North
KTTC, | also met with the School of Governance and
Public Administration (SGPA) and the Karen Student
Network Group (KSNG). There, | conversed with Saw Kapi,
the founder of SGPA, and representatives of KSNG,
gaining deeper insight into their efforts to foster unity
among Karen people and other ethnic minorities. |
learned more about the critical resources and support
they provide to empower their communities, including
leadership training and initiatives that promote
collaboration and resilience.

During my visit, | participated in a brief interview
conducted by a member of KSNG under the guidance of
Saw Kapi. They asked me thought-provoking questions
about why | decided to return to the motherland, my
personal goals and my educational journey to Stanford. |
explained that | wanted to return to see the situation for
myself, as living abroad and hearing about what's
happening is vastly different from experiencing it
firsthand. | felt it was important to return, reconnect with
my people and gain a deeper understanding of the
realities they face. This experience was deeply
meaningful as it allowed me to connect with individuals
who share a common vision for a stronger, united future
for our people.

Throughout my time at these different sites, | withessed
how resistance lives in the depth of my people’s hearts.
Resistance is often imagined in its physical forms —
protests, uprisings or violence — but it is so much more.
Resistance is returning to homes that have been burned
down or destroyed by airstrikes. It is planting seeds and
nurturing life in spaces that have been repeatedly
devastated, because why else would you continue to
grow life in a place if you had truly lost all hope?
Resistance is pursuing an education despite the constant
threat of airstrikes and danger; it is running through the
jungle and hiding in caves. Resistance is preserving our
culture, heritage and language, holding onto these roots
and refusing to let them wither. Resistance is choosing to
live, to endure, and to thrive despite these harsh realities
— because they cannot kill us all, and they will not silence
our voices.



Editorial

To me, Kawthoolei is more than a geographic location. It represents my people’s resilience, purpose and enduring spirit.
Even though | am physically distant from it, Kawthoolei remains an integral part of my identity, bridging the gap
between where | live and where | feel | truly belong. It is a cultural and emotional space that embodies our shared
heritage and reminds me that belonging is not defined by proximity but by the depth of one’s connection to their
people and their fight for freedom. Each time | return to Kawthoolei, | leave pieces of my heart and soul there. It is truly
an honor and privilege to know my nation and my people — one that strengthens my understanding of my identity and
purpose.

The recapturing of Manerplaw — Kawthoolei's proposed capital and the KNU's former headquarters — by KNU on Dec. 16,

2024, is a continued fight towards liberation. Their victory serves as a symbol of resilience and courage, reigniting hope
for autonomy and self-determination.

May the people’s revolution live and may we survive in the name of liberation.
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Teacher Education

Good [morning/ afternoon] teachers from Karen Schools,

Let's learn about the most fascinating and important topics in
our natural world: the forest ecosystem. What comes to mind
when you think of a forest?

Forests are not just a collection of trees. They are complex
ecosystems where plants, animals, water, and even the soil alll
work together in harmony. In this session, we're going to learn
about how forests function and why they are so crucial to life
on Earth.

We'll explore the different layers of a forest, like the canopy,
understory, and forest floor. We'll talk about the plants and
animals that live there, how they interact, and how they
depend on each other to survive. And most importantly, we'll
discover why forests are vital for things like air quality, climate
regulation, and biodiversity.

Sample way to teach Forest Ecosystem

To creatively teach about forest ecosystems, consider
engaging learners through interactive activities like a “forest
scavenger hunt" to identify plants and animails or creating a
"forest food web" model using local resources, encouraging
them to see the ecosystem’s interconnectedness.

1. Introduction to Forest Ecosystem

Provide an overview of the forest ecosystem and its
components.
¢ Key Concepts:
o Abiotic Components: Sunlight, temperature, soil, water,
air, and minerals.
o Biotic Components: Producers, consumers,
decomposers.
Activity:
¢ Picture Introduction: Use a series of pictures to introduce
the forest ecosystem. For exqmple
o Apicture ofa fores
(cqnopy, under

2.Forest Ecosystem Components

Abiotic components are the non-living factors that shape the
environment and influence the living organisms in the forest.
These include:
Abiotic Components:

¢ Sunlight: Importance for photosynthesis and energy flow.

e Temperature: Influence on forest types.

¢ Soil: Role in plant growth and humus.

e Water: Supports plant and animal life.

¢ Air:Role in respiration and photosynthesis.

¢ Minerals: Essential for nutrition in the food chain.

Activity:
¢ ForestLayers and Energy Flow: Show pictures of the
different layers of the forest (canopy, understory, forest
floor) and ask students to identify which plants and
animals might be found in each layer.

* Assessment: Ask students to explain energy flow and the -

- role of each component (producers, consum
Mposers) through the forest. .

3. Biotic Components of a Forest Ecosystem

The biotic components of a forest include the living organisms
that interact with each other within the ecosystem. They can
be classified into producers, consumers, and decomposers.

A.Producers

e Green Plants: The primary producers in a forest are trees,
shrubs, grasses, and other green plants. These plants
capture sunlight and convert it into energy via
photosynthesis.

o Examples: Oak trees, pine trees, ferns, mosses, and
grasses.

B.Consumers

Consumers rely on producers (plants) for food. They are
categorized into three groups:
1.Primary Consumers (Herbivores):
These animals feed directly on plants.
o Examples: Insects (caterpillars), small mammals
(rabbits, deer), birds (pigeons).
2. secondary Consumers (Carnivores):
These animals feed on primary consumers (herbivores).
o Examples: Foxes, lizards, spiders, toads.
3. Tertiary Consumers (Apex Predators):
These are the top predators in the food chain, feeding on
secondary consumers and sometimes primary
consumers.
o  Examples: Tigers, lions, eagles, vultures.

C.Decomposers
» Decomposers break down dead organisms and recycle
nutrients back into the ecosystem.
o Examples: Fungi, bacteria, and microorganismes.
o Role: Without decomposers, nutrients would not be
returned to the soil, and new plants could not grow.

g —
- Secondary Consumer
sy
®

> P

Decomposer ? ,
\ - Secondary Consumée¥ .

Ecosystem of Forest )

Decomposer

Activity:
 Build aFood Chain or Web: Use flashcards with pictures of
forest orgonlsms (trees, animals, fungi) to create a food
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Teacher Education

4.Key Concepts: Tropical Forests and
Rainforests

Provide an overview of tropical forests and rainforests as

specific types of forest ecosystems.

Tropical Forest Ecosystem:

e Lush, green forests near the equator with high rainfall,
warm temperatures, and dense vegetation.

e Home to diverse species of plants, animals, and
insects.

Rainforest Ecosystem:

¢ A specific type of tropical forest, characterized by
continuous rainfall and distinct layers.

¢ Layers: Emergent layer, canopy, understory, forest
floor.

|Activity:

« Picture/slide Presentation: Show pictures of tropical
forests, highlighting the layers (emergent, canopy,
understory, forest floor) and the plants/animols that
live in each.

o For example, show pictures of tall trees for the
emergent layer, sloths for the canopy, frogs for the
understory, and fungi for the forest floor.

¢ Discussion: Use the pictures to discuss the
importance of rainforests in terms of biodiversity,

oxygen production, and climate regulation.

5. Learning Activities

ctivity T: Rainforest Layers Exploration

nderstand the different layers in a rainforest and the
lants/animals found in each.

¢ Instructions:
o Use a set of pictures for each layer of the rainforest
(emergent, canopy, understory, and forest floor).
o Ask students to identify which animals/plants live
in each layer.
o Have students label the layers and then match
pictures of animals or plants to each layer.

mergent layer: Tallest trees, eagles, monkeys.
anopy layer: Trees with broad leaves, sloths, birds.
nderstory: Shorter plants, frogs, insects.

orest Floor: Mushrooms, decomposers, ants.

Emergent Layen <
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ctivity 2: Virtual Rainforest Tour
Explore the rainforest ecosystem through a virtual tour.
* Instructions:

o Show a series of pictures from a virtual rainforest

tour (using pictures from actual rainforest tours).

o Discussion Questions:
» "What animals are important to the rainforest
ecosystem?”
= "Why is the rainforest called the ‘lungs of the
Earth™®"

 Interactive Exercise:
» Students research a specific animal/plant and
present how it fits into the ecosystem

|Activity 3: The Importance of Rainforests
| earn why rainforests are crucial for the planet.
 Instructions:
o Show images that highlight the importance of
rainforests:
= Rainforests absorbing carbon dioxide,
producing oxygen, and regulating climate.
= |Images of diverse species in the rainforest.

o Discussion: Ask students to brainstorm why
rainforests are vital to Earth’s well-being.

o Activity: "Save the Rainforest” poster—Students
design a poster or write a short paragraph about
rainforest preservation using the images as
inspiration.

6. Additional Exercises and Tools

* Interactive Quiz: Create a quiz using Quizizz about
rainforest layers, decomposers, and the importance of
rainforests. Sample questions:

o "What are the four layers of the rainforest?”

o "What is the role of decomposers in the rainforest?"
o "Why are rainforests important for the environment?"

. N

—/or\
\ & o

7. Conclusion and Reflection

 Discussion:
o Ask students to share the most interesting things they
learned about rainforests.
o Encourage reflection on why we need to protect
rainforests and how students can help.
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My name is Naw Gay Khu Moo, and | am a teacher at Htee Pha
Htaw School. The teacher subsidy we receive is incredibly
helpful in fulfiling our basic needs and supporting our
children's access to further education. It also motivates us to
work towards an effective education system. Although our
school has been upgraded to a high school for almost two
years, we face challenges due to insufficient textbooks for both
students and teachers. Another challenge is there is no
enough cooperation among our colleagues, which we need to
address to reinforce unity among us. We are inspired by the
support provided by our leaders, which greatly benefits our
students, school committees, parents, and teachers. We also
hope that our leaders will visit our school and community to
offer suggestions for improvement.
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The barrier we have recently faced is the SCA military fire
weapon in our village, and we are worried about the situation.
Our village is located near the Myanmar military base, and
military aircraft frequently fly over us. When the aircraft passes
often, the teachers and students cannot concentrate in class.
Therefore we arrange teaching classes in the nearby forest.
Once, the SAC troops came to the village looking for food and
fired upon us. Because of such sudden actions, we remain
aware and adlert to the situation. Despite focmg many
challenges, we are dedicated to our work to ensure our
generation has access to education. | would love to suggest to
our leaders that they arrange teacher training every year so
we can upgrade our skills and effectively share the knowledge
we gain.
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We have been facing many challenges amidst the current
political instability. Previously, our school operated under the
SAC government, but after the coup, we were recognized by
the KEDC and now operate under their supervision. Some
parents disagree with our decision, expressing concern that
once students pass Grade 4, they may not have access to
further education. As a result, some parents are reluctant to
send their children to school. As the principadl, | frequently meet
with parents to educate them on the importance of education
for their children. In addition, mobile teachers and section
leaders also help raise awareness about the significance of
education in our communities.

We currently face additional barriers such as financial
burdens, inflation, and natural disasters. Some students share
the stress of their parents and are afraid due to the unstable
working conditions of their parents, leading to absenteeism,
which complicates our teaching efforts. Children also hesitate
to attend school if there are warnings of conflict. Furthermore,
the turnover of teachers has made it challenging for us to find
replacements. To address these issues, we offer classes on
weekends when conditions allow, which leaves our teachers
with little time to rest. Despite these challenges, we remain
dedicated to our work and continue to persevere.
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The teacher subsidy we receive is incredibly helpful to us. The
teaching materials provided also greatly alleviate the burden
on parents. The annual teacher subsidy has been extremely
beneficial for my family. When | receive this subsidy, | use it to
purchase essential household items like basic food and rice.
Our village has been facing economic hardship and daily
food shortages, so the support from our leaders is invaluable
to me and my family.
Recently, we have faced significant barriers, such as the
military conducting air strikes, which creates a climate of fear
during our classes. Additionally, we lack sufficient school
facilities, and we wish to repair the broken ones. However, due
to the financial difficulties faced by students’ parents and the
community, we have not yet been able to make these repairs.
Despite these challenges, we are committed to doing our
best. The organizations that have supported us provide Oﬁe
and strength. Your assistance has significantly reduced t
burden on both parents and the school committees, and we
hope you will continue to support us in the future.
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After | graduoted returned and became a teacher at
KawMuPor Dae village for four years. | would like to say that
education is essential, and | chose a teaching job because |
can nurture a new generation that can read, write, and even
become leaders in their communities for a better future.
Before | received troumng, I misused the teacher’'s authority
and made the unintentional mistake of violating the rights of
the students. After undergoing training, | realized what | had
done, and this experience has been extremely beneficial for
my career. Now | know how to manage a class and how to
prepare lessons for effective teaching. As teachers, we must
always learn to stay current with new knowledge and adapt
our teaching methods to become qualified professionals with
strong qualities.

The barrier that we recently have faced is the SCA military
firing weapons and conducting air strikes due to political
instability. This has made us fear and become barriers that we
can hardly overcome. But we still have our leaders who always
sup ort us. Therefore, we are keen to coordinate with them,

whenever we ask for advice, they help us

Our country is not free yet. Therefore we must be united and
work as people with different experiences. We can not deny it.
We must write our history for our new generation. Finally, | want
to say every organization that supports us including the
leaders and all my colleagues, never gives up. We still need
your encourogement and pieces of advice for our future work.

'Saw Eh Htoo Wah (Teacher)
Doo Pla Ya District

We face challenges due to the local situation, including ethnic
conflicts and political instability. These issues make it difficult
to maintain a stable learning environment. It is important for
us to have ongoing support and training to address these
challenges and continue providing quality education.

I hope that there will be more training sessions in the future
and that trainers will visit our school regularly. This will help us
stay updated on effective teaching practices and adapt to
our changing environment. With continued support and
training, we can overcome these challenges and provide the
best education possible for our students.
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equipped and ready to learn.

Your donation will provide notebooks, pens, teaching
and learning materials, and other necessary supplies,
giving these children a solid foundation for their
educational journey

SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

2 The Kawthoolei School is dedicated to creating safe
- g‘; and nurturing learning environments for Karen children.
AN Your contribution will help maintain school facilities,
= V improve infrastructure, and provide a conductive space
5770l for children to learn and grow.
i

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS

Karen teachers often face financial challenges due to
limited resources and support. Despite these obstacles, they A
continue to demonstrate unwavering dedication and * *
commitment to their students' education.

Your support ’rhrough the teacher subsidy help alleviate \,
their financial burdens, enabling them to focus on their §
teaching responsibilities and personal well-being.



