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Education is Their Lifeline.
Support Karen teachers and students in Kawthoolei (Karen State, Burma/ Myanmar)

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD DAY
NOVEMBEER 20, 2025

Together, we can keep hope alive through education.

KTWG’s fundraising program focuses on five main priorities: 

Teaching and learning materials; 
Annual teacher subsidies; 
Repair and construction of school buildings; 
Safe and supportive boarding houses; and, 
Emergency support for children in susceptible



Early Efforts to Protect Children
The idea of protecting children’s rights began long before the UNCRC. In 1924, the League of
Nations adopted the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, written by Eglantyne Jebb,
founder of Save the Children. She believed that children should have rights to food, education, and
safety. 

After World War II, the United Nations continued this work. In 1959, the UN adopted a more detailed
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, listing ten basic rights. However, this declaration was not
legally binding. It served as a guideline for countries.

The Birth of the UNCRC
In 1978, Poland proposed creating a legally binding convention for children’s rights. This idea
gained support during the International Year of the Child in 1979, and the UN formed a working
group to draft the convention. The group included representatives from governments, UN
agencies like UNICEF, and many NGOs.

The drafting process took ten years. On November 20, 1989, the UN General Assembly adopted the
Convention on the Rights of the Child unanimously. It came into force on September 2, 1990, after 20
countries ratified it.

What the UNCRC Says
The UNCRC contains 54 articles and a preamble. It covers many areas of children’s lives, including:

The right to survival and development
The right to education
The right to protection from abuse and exploitation
The right to express opinions and be heard
The right to health care and social services 

The convention also recognizes that children are individuals with their own views and needs. This
was a major change in how children were seen in international law.

Global Support and Ratification
The UNCRC quickly gained support. By the end of 1990, 57 countries had ratified it. Today, 196
countries are parties to the convention, making it the most widely accepted human rights treaty
ever. The only UN member state that has not ratified it is the United States. 

Countries that ratify the UNCRC must follow its rules and report regularly to the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child, which monitors how well they are protecting children’s rights.

Background of UNCRC Day (World Children Day)
World Children’s Day, also known as UNCRC Day, is observed every year on November 20. This
date marks two major events in the history of children’s rights. First, in 1959, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. Then, thirty years later, on
November 20, 1989, the UN adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which
became the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history. 



UNICEF’s Role
UNICEF is the main UN agency working for children. It uses World Children’s Day to highlight issues
like poverty, education, health, and protection. UNICEF also works with celebrities, governments,
and businesses to raise funds and awareness.

For example, in 2024, UNICEF held a fundraising gala in London and launched campaigns to
support children in crisis zones like Sudan and Gaza. UNICEF also encourages schools and
communities to organize local events and teach children about their rights.

Challenges and Progress
While the UNCRC has led to many improvements, challenges remain. Millions of children still face
poverty, violence, and lack of access to education and health care. In conflict zones, children are
especially vulnerable. The COVID-19 pandemic also disrupted many of their rights, including
education and protection.

However, the UNCRC has helped change how governments and societies view children. It has led to
new laws, better services, and stronger protections. It has also empowered children to speak up and
participate in decisions that affect them.

Conclusion
UNCRC Day is a powerful reminder that children are not just future adults. They are individuals
with rights that must be respected today. The Convention on the Rights of the Child has helped
create a global standard for how children should be treated. By observing UNCRC Day every year
on November 20, the world recommits to building a safer, fairer, and more inclusive future for all
children

Why UNCRC Day Matters
UNCRC Day, also called World Children’s Day, is more than a celebration. It reminds the world of its
promise to protect and promote the rights of every child. The day is used to raise awareness,
encourage action, and give children a platform to speak about their lives and needs.

UNICEF plays a major role in organizing events around the world. These include:
Educational campaigns in schools
Public talks and workshops
Social media campaigns

In many countries, children take over roles in government, media, and business for the day. These
“kids’ takeovers” help adults listen to children and understand their perspectives.
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