Welcome Children Back to School
2026-2027 Academic Year

Stand With Karen Children - Walk Them Back to School.

The Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) is committed to strengthening education across
Kawthoolei (Karen State, Burma/Myanmar), but we cannot do it alone.

Right now, children in our indigenous communities face ongoing military attacks, political instability,
the aftermath of a recent earthquake, and rising living costs alongside decreasing family incomes.
These crises have made it nearly impossible for many families to meet basic needs—Iet alone invest
in their children’s education. Schools lack essential supplies. Boarding houses are overcrowded or
unsafe. Dedicated teachers go without pay.

@
G

T KTWG’s fundraising program focuses on five urgent priorities:

1) Teaching and learning materials;
2) Safe and supportive boarding houses;
3) Repairs and construction of school buildings;
4) Annual teacher subsidies; and,
_ ._ 5) Emergency support for vulnerable children
Your donation helps us respond—today and for the future. With your support, we can keep classrooms

open, support passionate teachers, and make sure every child in Kawthoolei has a chance to learn and
grow.Together, we can keep hope alive through education.
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School News

~

Mutraw District: Airstrike on Mar Mu Village
Leaves One Child Dead, Another Injured

Mutraw District — 13 December 2025: A tragic airstrike carried
out by the State Security and Peace Commission (SSPC)
struck Mar Mu Village in Bu Ah Der Village Tract, Bu Tho
Township, resulting in the death of one school-aged child and
serious injuries to another.

According to local sources, the attack occurred without
warning, directly hitting the residential area of the village. A
nursery student girl was killed by the blast, while a grade one
student girl sustained severe injuries. The injured child is
currently receiving urgent medical treatment at a nearby
hospital due to the extent of the wounds.

Community members report that the bombing has caused
widespread fear among villagers and has severely disrupted
daily life. Beyond the immediate casualties, the explosion
damaged homes and village infrastructure, hindering local
development efforts.

Residents emphasized that children’s education has been
significantly affected. Schools in the area have faced
repeated interruptions due to ongoing insecurity, making it
increasingly difficult for students to attend classes safely.

Local leaders condemned the attack, describing it as an
indiscriminate assault on civilians that violates fundamental
humanitarian principles. They warn that continued airstrikes
pose a grave threat to community safety and risk long-term
harm to the well-being and stability of the region.

Doo Tha Htu District: School Damaged in
Military Drone Airstrike

Doo Tha Htu District — 29 January 2026: At 11:45 a.m, the
military carried out a drone airstrike on Poe Wah Thi Village
School in Alu Village Tract, Kyeh Htoh Township even though
no fighting was taking place in the area. The strike hit the
school compound, damaging one of the school buildings.
Local villagers reported that the attack happened suddenly
and caused panic among students and teachers. Fortunately,
no casualties were reported, but the damage has disrupted
school activities and learning.

Community members say that this airstrike is part of a series
of attacks in Doo Tha Htu District targeting civilian areas.
Because of these repeated incidents, local people are living
with fear and worry, unsure when another attack might occur.
Residents emphasize that the continued bombing has greatly
affected daily life and children’s access to safe education in
the district.

Kler Lwee Htu District: Kwee Lah Village
Airstrike Kills One Student, Injures Three

Kler Lwee Htu District — 25 January 2026: At around 8220 p.m,
an SSPC airstrike hit Kwee Lah Village, causing the death of
one child and injuring three others.

The student who died was seven years old. The three injured
students, who study in Grade 4 and Grade 6, were taken for
medical treatment soon after the attack. Local villagers
reported that the airstrike happened suddenly and caused
fear throughout the community.

Residents say that the attack has created danger for families
living in the village and has disrupted the children’s education.
Community members are worried about more violence in the
area and the long-term impact on students and village life.
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School News

~

Mergui-Tavoy District: Airstrike Damages
School and Religious Building in Hpaw Taw
East Village

Mergui-Tavoy District = 26 January 2026: At around 4:30
p.m, the State Security and Peace Commission (SSPC) carried
out an airstrike on Hpaw Taw East Village in K'Ser Doh
Township. The attack caused severe destruction to the Hpaw
Taw East Primary and Nursery School and also destroyed a
religious building in the village.

According to a local leader, a jet fighter dropped two bomis
directly on the area, completely destroying the school
building. After the attack, villagers became deeply worried
about more airstrikes and many families moved to temporary
hiding places for safety.

Residents report that these repeated attacks continue to
interrupt children’s education and affect essential community
services. Many villagers now live with constant fear as the
situation remains unstable.

. = — = e

Mergui-Tavoy District: SSAP Airstrike Kills
Students

Mergui-Tavoy Distict: On March 9, 2026, at around 12:15 p.m,
the State Security and Peace Commission (SSPC) carried out
an airstrike on Ta Pee Lay Hko Village in Ler Mu Lah Township,
Mergui-Tavoy District. The attack caused severe loss of life and
deep fear within the community.

The airstrike killed six students, four girls and two boys, who
were attending school at the time. Four more students, one
girl and three boys, were injured. In addition to the children,
two adult men were killed and four other adults were injured
during the explosion.

The attack also destroyed a religious building in the village,
leaving families without a place of worship and community
gathering.

This tragedy happened while children were trying to continue
their education in dangerous conditions during the ongoing
conflict in Burma. The incident also reflects a worrying pattern,
as SSAP forces continue to target education in ethnic
administrative areas, putting teachers, students, and families
at constant risk.

Community members report that life has become
increasingly unsafe, and many children now study under fear
of future attacks. The loss of young lives has caused deep
sorrow and highlights the urgent need for stronger protection
for civilians, especially school-aged children.

Doo Pla Ya District: SSPC Mortar Shelling
Damages Monastery and School Compound

On November 15, 2025, at around 12:00 p.m, the State Security
and Peace Commission (SSPC) fired more than 20 rounds of
mortar shelling into Waw Ray Township, Doo Pla Ya District.
Three mortar shells landed directly inside the Klay Hta
Monastery and school compound, causing serious
destruction to both the religious site and the school buildings.
Klay Hta Middle School and the monastery are located within
the same compound, making the area especially at risk
during attacks. One school building was completely
destroyed, while other structures, including school materials
and parts of the monastery, suffered additional damage.
According to the Karen Education and Culture Department
(KECD), the shelling affected a wide area, with more than 20
rounds landing across the community on the same day.

The sudden attack created fear and panic among families
living nearby. The school compound is an important space for
learning, community gatherings, and religious activities, so the
damage has strongly affected daily life. The destruction of
classrooms has added challenges for teachers and students,
who must now find alternative spaces for lessons.

Community leaders and education officers expressed deep
concern about the safety of children and the increasing
number of attacks targeting civilian and educational areas in
the district.
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Mu Traw District: Air Strike Destroys Mu Traw
Junior College

On April 14, 2026, during the Thingyan Water Festival, a
Myanmar military jet launched an air strike on Mu Traw Junior
College (MTJC) in Mu Traw District. The attack destroyed
several buildings, including the boys’ and girls’ dormitories, a
two-story office, a two-story library, a classroom building, an
audio building, and the school hall.

No students or teachers were injured, as the campus was
closed for the New Year holiday. According to KECD News, an
officer confirmed that the buildings were totally destroyed
and will require major renovation.

The attack highlights the continued impact of military violence
on education, even during Myanmar’'s New Year celebrations.
The destruction of Mu Traw Junior College has caused serious
concern for the local community, as the school plays an
important role in providing education to youth in the area.
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KTTC Second-Year Students Complete
Teaching Practicum in Community Schools

In January 2026, a total of 169 second two-weekar students
from the three Karen Teacher Training Colleges (KTTC)
successfully completed a t-wo week -teaching practicum in 71
community schools across Mu Traw, Doo Pla Ya, and Taw Oo
districts. The practicum is an important part of their teacher
training program, giving students real classroom experience
before they graduate.

During the two weeks, the trainee teachers worked closely with
local schools, helping with lessons, supporting classroom
activities, and assisting school staff. They practiced teaching
different subjects, managed classroom behavior, and learned
how to adjust their lessons for students with different learning
needs. Many of the students said that teaching in real
classrooms helped them better understand how to
communicate clearly and keep students engaged.

The practicum also offered opportunities for the trainees to
meet with parents and community members. Through these
interactions, they learned more about the needs of each
vilage and how schools play an important role in the
community life. This helped the trainee teachers gain a
deeper understanding of the social responsibilities that come
with being a community school teacher.

In addition, the students improved their skills in lesson
planning, organizing group activities, and managing
classroom challenges. They also learned how to work as part
of a school team and contribute to a positive learning
environment.

Their two weeks teaching experience help them become
more confident teachers who can guide young learners when
they return to their community school to support education in
Kawthoolei.

KTTC Celebrates Graduation Ceremony for the
2025-2026 Academic Year

In April 2026, the three Karen Teacher Training Colleges (KTTC)
in Kawthoolei proudly held their graduation ceremony for the
2025-2026 academic year. The event celebrated the
achievements of new graduates and diploma holders who
successfully completed their studies and teaching service.
The ceremony opened with welcoming remarks delivered by
the Chairperson, who expressed appreciation to teachers,
students, parents, and community leaders for their continued
support of education and teacher training.

An encouraging speech was then delivered by the District
Education Officer (DEO) and a local leader. During the speech,
the speakers congratulated the graduates and diploma
holders who had completed three years of teaching
internship service in their community schools. They also
encouraged the new teachers to serve their communities with
dedication, responsibility, and pride.

Following the speeches, graduation certificates and diplomas
were awarded to all graduates. In addition, the Karen
Education and Culture Department (KECD) presented
certificates to diploma holders who had completed the three-
year teaching internship in community schools after
graduating from KTTC. This moment marked a joyful and
meaningful achievement, recognizing the students’ hard work
and commitment to education.

In total, 169 students graduated from KTTC, including 33 male
and 136 female graduates. In addition, 93 teachers received
diplomas, consisting of 20 male and 73 female diploma
holders.

The ceremony concluded with closing remarks by a KTTC
Chairperson, who congratuloted all graduates and

encouraged them to continue working for the development of
education in their communities.

KTTC extends its sincere congratulations to all graduates and
diploma holders and wishes them continued success in their
teaching careers.
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International Education

~

International education policy
for Indigenous peoples

International education policy focuses on guaranteeing the
right to culturally relevant, bilingual, and inclusive education, as
stipulated by the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP). Key policies emphasize Indigenous self-
determination, requiring nations to support, fund, and partner
with Indigenous commmunities to control their own educational
systems, revitalize languages, and integrate traditional
knowledge.

Key pillars of international education policy
and frameworks include:

= Legal Rights and Protection: UNDRIP (2007) and ILO
Convention 169 assert that Indigenous peoples have
the right to establish and control their own
educational systems, ensuring education is
delivered in their own languages.

=p UNESCO Policy on Engaging with Indigenous
Peoples: Focuses on removing barriers to
participation, encouraging lifelong learning, and
ensuring quality, inclusive education.

=p Language Revitalization and Bilingual Education:
Policies emphasize the urgent need for bilingual
education to preserve endangered languages and
promote mother-tongue instruction.

=p Cultural Relevance and Pedagogy: Promotion of
holistic, experiential, and relational learning
methods (e.g., the "Four Rs" of respect, relevance,
reciprocity, and responsibility).

=p Self-Determination and Governance: Empowering
Indigenous communities to shape curricula, train
teachers, and manage school institutions.

However, key challenges remain in bridging the gap
between international  declarations and  local
implementation, particularly regarding funding and
systemic, long-term commitment from governments.

KOutcomes & Assessment )

* Learning objectives for ESD
& IKS

* Principles of ESD & IKS

practices

*Social justice
*Design process scenarios
reflecting indigenous

India National Education

India’'s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to integrate
indigenous knowledge systems (IKS) and promote inclusive,
culturally relevant education for tribal and local communities. It
emphasizes mother tongue instruction, curriculum integration
of traditional wisdom, and the creation of special education
zones to bridge educational gaps.

Key Aspects of the Policy for Indigenous/
Tribal Communities:

=p Mother Tongue Education: NEP 2020 advocates for
teaching in the local language or mother tongue,
particularly in early years, to preserve indigenous
languages and enhance understanding.

=p Integrating Knowledge Systems (IKS): The
curriculum includes traditional arts, literature,
mathematics, and philosophy, aiming to make
education more relevant to local cultures.

=p Inclusive Education: The policy recognizes
indigenous communities as part of Socio-
Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) and
proposes special education zones, targeted
scholarships, and gender inclusion funds.

=p Teacher Training: Teachers are trained in IKS to
better engage with indigenous students and
perspectives.

=p Vocational Education: The policy emphasizes
blending vocational education with traditional skills
to enhance employability.

+Social constructivist )
approaches
* Collaborative learning
* Indigenous perspectives
<4 (LPP, Culture, Ubuntu, CoP)
* Creative thinking skills

A
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Focus Story

~

KTWG Successfully Holds 2025 Annual Meeting

The Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) successfully
conducted its Annual Meeting from February 4-6, 2025,
bringing together staff from across all programs for three
days of reflection, learning, and strategic discussion.

The annual meeting served as an important platform to
review program implementation, operational progress, key
achievements, and challenges over the past year. Each
program team presented updates highlighting major
accomplishments and lessons learned. Presentations were
delivered by the Preservice Program, Inservice Program,
Education Assistance Program, Emergency Response
Program, Media and Advocacy, and the Finance team. The
Program Support Team also shared how they supported
program implementation throughout the year.

In addition to program updates, the meeting strengthened
organizational accountability and compliance awareness.
Sessions were conducted on Anti-Fraud, Child Safeguarding,
and Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA),
reinforcing KTWG's commitment to ethical and responsible
practices.

Key organizational policies were also reviewed, including the
Human Resource Policy, Accountability and Feedback
Mechanism Guidelines, and IT and Community Guidelines
and Policies. Staff engaged in discussions on the
Organizational Effectiveness Review (OER) and contributed to
strategic planning conversations to guide the organization's
future direction.

A total of M staff members participated in the meeting,
including 74 men and 37 women, demonstrating strong
engagement and commitment across the organization.

The 2025 Annual Meeting reaffirmed KTWG's shared mission
and strengthened collaboration as the organization continues
working to improve education services in the communities it
serves.

KTWG Provides Photography and Basic Video
Editing Training to KTTC Communication Focal
Staff

From 28 to 30 October 2025, the Karen Teacher Working
Group (KTWG) organized a three-day technical training on
photography and basic video editing for 14 educators from
the three Karen Teacher Training Colleges (KTTC). Among the
14 participants, four serve as the main communication focal
staff from KTTC campuses in Doo Pla Ya, Mu Traw, and Taw Oo
districts.

The main goal of this training was to equip the
communication focal staff with practical skills to capture
high-quality photographs and produce simple video content.
These skills are important for documenting school activities,
improving reporting, and supporting communication efforts
within their schools and the wider KTWG network. The
technical trainers introduced participants to basic camera
functions, composition techniques, lighting, storytelling, and
simple editing tools that can be used with limited resources in
community education settings.

Throughout the three days, participants practiced taking
photos in different situations, recording short video clips, and
editing them into clear and engaging school activity videos.
They also learned how visual content can help promote
school godls, highlight student achievements, and strengthen
communication with partners and communities.

By the end of the training, the KTTC commmunication focal staff
showed improved confidence and technical ability in
producing visual materials. They can now create better
documentation and support their respective KTTCs in sharing
important updates. KTWG hopes that these new skills will help
strengthen communication and visibility for the Karen
Teacher Training Colleges in Kawthoolei.
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Education Sensitization Events Held Across
Seven Districts in Kawthoolei

The Education Sensitization Event (ESE) was successfully
conducted across all seven districts of Kawthoolei, reaching a
wide range of communities and strengthening awareness
about local education. The one-day event took place at 14
sites and involved a total of 184 villages. Altogether, 3,127
participants joined the program, including 1,747 males and
1380 females. The events were jointly organized and led by
the Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) and the Karen
Education and Culture Department (KECD).

To ensure the program ran smoothly and safely, local leaders
worked closely with district and township education officers.
They also helped invite community members, teachers,
school committees, and students to take part in the event.
Their cooperation played an important role in supporting the
success of the ESE activities.

During the program, District Education Officers gave
presentations on the current situation of Karen Education.
They also shared updates about Mother Tongue-Based
Education and the ongoing efforts to strengthen
community-based schooling. Participants then joined group
discussions, which focused on key topics such as:

1.The education situation in their communities
2.Literacy and mother-language or cultural challenges
3.The importance of cultural preservation
4.How schools can improve and future education plans
5.KECD education policies

6.The Inclusive Education

These discussions were led by KECD central staff together with
district and township education officers. Participants were
encouraged to share their ideas, concerns, and suggestions
for improving education in their villages.

In addition to discussions, the event included student
competitions such as football, volleyball, cane-ball, and
painting. Cultural activities such as traditional dances, music
performances, and demonstrations of cultural instruments
were also held, creating a vibrant atmosphere and bringing
communities together.

Overall, the ESE helped strengthen commmunity involvement in
education and promoted the value of Karen language,
culture, and local schooling.

KTWG's Participation in Co-MOOC 3 Curriculum
Development Workshop

The Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG) participated in the
Co-MOOC 3 Curriculum Development Workshop held by
Inclusive Education Foundation (Ined) from March 1to 5, 2025,
in Mae Sot. The five-day workshop brought focal persons
together from Co-MOOC's partners education service
provider organizations including three representatives from
KTWG.

The three KTWG representatives were responsible for the
Preservice Teacher Program, Resource and Training
Development, and the Program Support within the
organization. Their participation contributed to the
collaborative effort to design and strengthen the Co-MOOC 3
curriculum.

During the workshop, participants worked together sharing
their inputs to design the Co-MOOC curriculum model. The
development focused on five key areas, which will help
teachers strengthen their professional skills: Reflective
Practitioner, Critical Friends, Beyond Classroom, Digital Space
and Al, and Localizing Theory.

These areas were discussed using both local and
international perspectives. The aim is to support teachers who
want to upgrade their qualifications and apply new
knowledge in their own schools or communities. At the end of
the workshop, the team successfully gathered enough
information to create the first draft of the curriculum.

By taking part in this process, KTWG gained valuable
knowledge and experience, especially in curriculum design
and collaborative learning approaches. KTWG will continue to
share these learning opportunities with teachers in Kawthoolei
and supporting their continued professional growth through
future Co-MOOC programs.

What is Co-M00OC?

Co-designed Massive Open Collaborations (CoMOOCs) are a
new approach to providing teacher professional
development at scale. Unlike conventional MOOCs (Massive
Open Online Courses), COMOOCs are designed together with
teachers and education professionals working in similar
contexts and aim to respond to their most pressing
educational challenges. CoMOOCs create opportunities for
sharing learning and practice and building communities of
educational practitioners working in diverse settings. They are
hubs of both intellectual and practical innovation, which
harness the extensive knowledge and experience of those
working in the field, transforming the courses into rich shared
resources accessed through an open online learning platform
or adapted for face-to-face or hybrid modalities. Visit the site
https://www.inedfoundationorg/ to learn more about

Co-MOOC and how it supports teacher professional
development.
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International Mother Language Day & Call to
Action

KTWG participated in International Mother Language Day
in February 2026. On this occasion, KTWG released key
advocacy messages to promote mother-language
education, encourage investment in mother-tongue
teaching and teacher development, and strengthen
partnerships with the Kawthoolei Education Programme.

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity

International Mother Language Day is a global reminder
of the importance of linguistic diversity and the right of
every learner to receive education in their mother
language. The day underscores the essential role
languages play in fostering meaningful education,
inclusion, and sustainable development.

The Kawthoolei education system serves as a strong
example of how mother-tongue-based education is not
only a cultural right but also a practical and effective
approach to achieving inclusive, high-quality education
in line with UNESCO'’s vision and the commitments of SDG
4.

Call to Action

Sustaining and expanding mother-tongue-based
education requires strong collective commitment and
partnerships. By supporting community-led education
systems such as Kawthoolei, stakeholders contribute to:

¢ Improved learning outcomes

¢ Reduced educational inequalities

¢ Preservation of linguistic and cultural diversity across
Myanmar

Key Advocacy Messages

e Invest in ethnic and community-led education
systems, including Kawthoolei, recognizing their
essential role in delivering equitable education in
conflict-affected and hard-to-reach areas.

¢ Invest in teachers and teaching quality through
long-term support for teacher training, professional
development, and culturally responsive pedagogy
rooted in mother languages.

¢ Remove linguistic barriers to learning, especially for
children in conflict-affected, displaced, and margina-
lized communities, to ensure meaningful and acce-
ssible education.

e Protect and promote linguistic and cultural diversity,
acknowledging language as a vital contributor to
identity, social cohesion, and sustainable develop-

KECD and KTWG Representatives Attend Peace
Education Training in Chiang Mai

Four representatives from the Karen Education and
Culture Department (KECD) and the Karen Teachers
Working Group (KTWG) attended a Peace Education
Training in Chiang Mai, Thailand, from March 30 to April |,
2026. The three-day training was organized by a partner
organization of KECD and KTWG.

The training brought together representatives from
different ethnic education systems, including Mon,
Karenni, Shan, Kachin, and Karen. The purpose of the
training was to strengthen understanding and practice
of peace education in schools.

During the training, participants discussed several
important topics, such as the peace learning framework
for training manuals, becoming a peace educator and
effective facilitator, managing conflict in the classroom,
building a culture of peace in schools, peace education
activities for teachers, and peace education curriculum
development. The organizers also invited technical
resource persons to give opening remarks on peace
education and to share their experiences in applying
peace education in practice and curriculum design.

During the training, KECD representatives shared a brief
overview of the Karen education system and its
relationship to peace education. Although Karen
education does not have a separate peace education
curriculum, it uses an integrated approach by including
activities similar to peace education within existing
school activities.

After completing the training, KECD and KTWG discussed
ways to apply suitable peace education activities within
the Karen education system in ways that are relevant to
the local context.

Awareness Raising: Staying Safe During Air
Strikes & UXO Threats

Go to page 28 for both Karen and
English versions
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Karen Indigenous Education
Overview

Karen indigenous education, led by the Karen Education and
Culture Department (KECD) and partners like KTWG, focuses on
mother-tongue-based, student-centered, and democratic
pedagogy to preserve Karen culture, language, and history
amidst conflict.

Key Aspects of Karen Education

¢ Cultural Preservation & Identity: Curriculum centers on
Karen history, language (Sgaw, Pwo), and cultural.

e Structure & Administration:

e KECD (Karen Education and Culture Department):
Operates under the Karen National Union, implementing a
student-centered approach, resisting the Myanmar
government's educational framework. KECD is an
Education’s Umbrella organization in Karen context, strike to
obtain self-determination and autonomy, advocate for
education rights, and provide teacher training and support.

« KTWG (Karen Teacher Working Group): A key organization
supporting teacher subsidy, training through Pre-Service
(Karen Teacher Training College) and In-Service (Mobile
Teacher Troiner) Programs, school manage-ment,
advocate for education rights and providing educational
materials in Eastern Burma (Kawthoolei).

o KRC-EE (Karen Regugee Committee-Education Entity):
Plays a critical role in providing education to children
displaced by conflict along Thai-Myanmar Border. It acts as
a specialized education department that manages and
coordinates schooling, ensuring the preservation of
language, culture, and educational continuity. Its also
provide teacher training and support, and advocates for
education rights.

¢ Methodology:

« Mother-Tongue-Based (MTB): Instruction is primarily in
the Karen language to improve learning outcomes, often
incorporating English and Burmese.

* Participatory Learning: Incorporates indigenous knowled-
ge (K) such as traditional agriculture, weaving, and oral
storytelling, fostering environmental stewardship.

¢ Challenges:

« Conflict & Displacement: Decades of fighting have forced
communities into isolation, disrupting schooling.

e Limited Resources: Rural areas often lack sufficient
funding, materials, and trained staff.

Key aspects of Karen education for self-
determination

By prioritizing Karen language, history, and community-
centered, democratic pedagogy, these schools foster children
critical thinking and cultural preservation. This approach aims
to empower youth and protect their rights amidst ongoing
conflicts and educational oppression.

e Cultural Preservation: The curriculum focuses on
preserving Karen identity, language, and traditional
knowledge.

e Democratic Pedagogy: KECD schools implement a
student-centered approach to learning, fostering critical
thinking and active participation.

« Indigenous Knowledge: The curriculum integrates local,
traditional knowledge systems into educational practices.

e Contextual: The work takes place within the context of
ethnic conflict in Myanmar, aiming for autonomy and the
preservation of Karen culture and identity.

Indigenous education

Key aspects of Indigenous education center on a holistic,
relationship-based approach that integrates culture, land-
based experiential learning, and community knowledge, often
guided by Elders. Key tenets include fostering identity,
incorporating  indigenous  languages/  knowledge, and
promoting reciprocity between learners, nature, and
community to support decolonization.

The impact of Indigenous education is the revitalization of
cultural identity, the restoration of traditional knowledge
systems, and the fostering of land-based, holistic learning that
strengthens community resilience.

Key impacts of Indigenous education:

¢ Cultural Revitalization and Identity Preservation: By
centering Indigenous languages, stories, and traditions
helps students build pride in their identity, which improves
self-esteem and academic success.

¢ Empowerment and Self-Determination: It supports the
right to self-determination by dallowing Indigenous
communities to control their own education systems. It
helps restore local governance and legal traditions.

» Social Justice and Reconciliation: By educating about the
realities of colonial history and promoting Indigenous
perspectives, this education plays a critical role in fostering
reconciliation, reducing racism, and dismantling colonial
structures.

Core Values of Indigenous Education

* Respect: Honoring Indigenous culture, language, and the
wisdom of Elders.

+ Relationship: Fostering connections between people, the
community, and the land.

* Reciprocity: Ensuring a two-way exchange of knowledge
that benefits both the learner and the community.

¢ Responsibility: Cultivating a sense of duty to pass on
knowledge and take care of the environment.

* Reclamation: Reclaiming traditional ways of life and
knowledge that were lost through colonization.
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Home-Based Learning: Ensuring
Education Continues in
Challenging Times

Education does not only take place inside school buildings. It
can also happens in homes, families, and communities.
Home-based learning is an important approach that helps
children continue their education when schools are closed
due to crisis, conflict, natural disaster, or public health
emergencies. It ensures that learning does not stop, even
during difficult times.

Home-based learning means that children study from home
with support from parents, caregivers, teachers, or community
members. Llessons can be delivered through printed
materials, online platforms, radio programs, television
broadcasts, or small group sessions. This flexible approach
allows education to continue in different situations and
environments.

One clear example comes from the Philippines. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, schools across the country were closed
for a long period. To respond to this challenge, the
government introduced Modular Distance Learning. Students
received printed learning modules that were delivered to their
homes. These modules included clear instructions, lessons,
and exercises that students could complete independently or
with help from their parents. In areas with internet access,
schools also used online classes. In remote communities,
lessons were broadcast through radio and television
programs.

This approach is explained by the Philippine Department of
Education, where learners use self-learning modules at home
with support from caregivers and teachers. The modules can
be printed or digital depending on students’ access. (Source:
https://sites.google.com/deped.gov.ph/culiananirps/faq) For
more information about national learning continuity plans, the
Philippine Statistics Authority also describes how Modular
Distance Learning was part of the government’s educational
response during extended school closures. (Source: https://
psa.gov.ph/content/psa-clears-conduct-distance-learning-
modalities-survey)

This example shows that home-based learning can work
effectively when there is strong coordination between schools,
families, and the government. It also highlights the
importance of flexible methods. Not every family has digital
devices or internet access. Printed modules, radio, and
television can be practical and inclusive solutions, especially
in rural or conflict-affected areas.

One major benefit of home-based learning is safety. In
unstable or dangerous environments, families may feel
concerned about sending children to school. Learning at
home reduces exposure to risk while maintaining educational
progress. It also provides emotional comfort, as children
remain in familiar surroundings with their families.

Another advantage is flexibility. Children can learn at their own
pace. Some may need more time to understand certain
subjects, while others may move more quickly. Parents can
observe their children’s strengths and challenges more
closely. This can strengthen communication between families
and teachers and build a stronger support system for
learners.

However, home-based learning also presents challenges.
Parents may not always feel confident teaching academic
subjects. Children may miss social interaction with
classmates and teachers. There may also be limited access
to learning materials. For home-based learning to be
effective, schools must provide clear guidance, simple
instructions, and regular communication. Training or
orientation for parents can also improve the quality of support
at home.

Home-based learning should not replace formal schooling
permanently. Schools provide structured instruction,
professional teachers, and opportunities for social
development. However, home-based learning is a valuable
alternative during emergencies. It ensures continuity, protects
children’s right to education, and supports resilience in
communities facing hardship.

In conclusion, home-based learning is a practical and
necessary strategy in challenging times. With cooperation
between families, educators, and community leaders, children
can continue to grow academically and emotionally. The
experience of countries like the Philippines shows that with
creativity, flexibility, and commitment, education can continue
—no matter the circumstances.
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Positive Discipline in Everyday
Teaching

Welcome to the Positive Discipline in Everyday Teaching lesson.
Understanding positive discipline empowers teachers to
manage their classrooms more effectively while creating a
supportive and respectful learning environment. It emphasizes
guiding students with love, warmth, and care rather than
control or fear.

When students feel safe, valued, and respected, they are more
engaged and better able to understand and retain lessons. A
positive classroom atmosphere encourages participation,
builds confidence, and strengthens relationships between tea-
chers and students.

In contrast, practices such as punishment, humiliation, or verbal
abuse can cause emotional harm and create fear. While these
methods may result in short-term compliance, they do not
foster genuine understanding or positive behaviour. Similarly,
physical punishment may force students to listen out of fear,
but it does not teach respect, responsibility, or self-discipline.
Positive discipline focuses instead on teaching students
appropriate behaviour, helping them understand consequen-
ces, and encouraging them to make better choices. It nurtures
not only academic success but also emotional well-being and
lifelong social skills.

Teachers can apply positive discipline through smalll, consistent
actions each day. This is especially important for students who
have experienced stress, displacement, or conflict, as they may
feel unsafe, anxious, or easily overwhelmed. A calm, predictable,
and caring classroom helps them feel secure and ready to
learn.

Create a safe and welcoming classroom by greeting students
warmly, showing care, and helping them feel valued. Establish
clear and consistent routines so students know what to expect,
which helps reduce anxiety and build a sense of security.

Use positive language and encouragement to guide behaviour
and build confidence. Model respectful behaviour through
calm communication, patience, and problem-solving, espe-
cially during conflicts.

Te]

Be patient and understanding with students affected by stress
or trauma, offering extra time and gentle support when needed.
Provide simple choices to give students a sense of control, and
focus on building strong, trusting relationships to support
positive behaviour and learning.

Teaching in conflict, displacement, or high-stress situations
requires intentional and practical approaches. The following
actions can help create a safe and supportive classroom:

e Greet each student by name, use a calm voice, and set a rule

that no one is laughed at or hurt. Arrange seating so alll
students feel included.

« Start each day the same way (e.g, greeting, short activity).

Write or explain the daily schedule and repeat classroom
rules regularly.

If a student is upset or distracted, speak privately: “I see
something is bothering you. Do you want to talk?” Give time
instead of immediate discipline.

State clear expectations: “We raise our hands to speak.” Praise
effort: “Good job trying.” Correct behaviour calmly without
shouting.

Check in with students daily, especially those who seem
withdrawn. Learn about their interests and show that you care
about their well-being.

Invite students gently: “Would you like to try?" Allow them to
pass and join later without embarrassment.

Use simple activities like asking, “How do you feel today?”
Teach students to name emotions and practice calm
breathing when upset.

Never use hitting, shouting, humiliation, or forcing students
into embarrassing actions. These harm trust and increase
fear.

Offer smalll options: “Do you want to work alone or with a
partner?” or “Which activity do you want to start with?”

Stay calm during challenges. Show how to solve problems
respectfully so students can learn by example.

Negative Impacts of Physical and Emotional
Punishment

Physical and emotional punishment can have serious and
lasting negative effects on students, especially those already
affected by stress, displacement, or conflict.

Physical punishment may stop behavior in the moment, but it
often creates fear rather than understanding. Students may
comply because they are afraid, not because they have
learned what is right. Over time, this can lead to increased
aggression, withdrawal, or low self-esteem.

Emotional punishment, such as shouting, humiliation, or harsh
criticissn—can deeply affect a child’s sense of self-worth. For
example, forcing students to engage in embarrassing or
inappropriate acts, such as making male students kiss another
student, asking them to carry a female student and run around
the school, or forcing them to drink water from the latrine, can
cause serious emotional harm. These actions may lead to
feelings of shame, anxiety, and insecurity. As a result, students
become less confident, less willing to participate, and afraid to
make mistakes.

Both forms of punishment can damage the relationship
between teacher and student. Instead of feeling safe and
supported, students may feel threatened or disconnected. This
weakens trust and reduces their motivation to learn.

For students who have already experienced trauma, these
approaches can be even more harmful. They may remind
them of past negative experiences, increasing stress and
making it harder for them to focus, regulate emotions, and
engage in the classroom.

In contrast, positive discipline helps student understand their
behavior, learn responsibility, and develop respect for them-
selves and others. It supports both their emotional well-being
and their academic growth.
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After attending the short training provided by the Karen
Teacher Working Group, the difficulties | had been facing
gradually began to decrease. | have also gained more
confidence in Karen Education. To build this trust, those
responsible for Karen Education have been working
diligently. That is why | feel motivated to attend more
training courses provided by Karen Education.
This training was not just about teaching methods. It also
provided effective ways to solve various problems from
different perspectives. It helped us learn how to handle
other issues as well, such as family problems and social
challenges. In my point of view, “Karen Education” is not
created only for Karen people. It benefits everyone. This is
because, during our training, there was no discrimination
between Karen and Bamar; everyone was given equal
rights and opportunities. It helped us develop compass-
ion, a willingness to cooperate with one another, and to
avoid blaming each other. It encouraged us to live
together honestly and sincerely. This is one of my views
about Karen Education.
Due to the current political situation in the country not
turning out as expected, there are difficulties everywhere.
Challenges are being encountered in travel, living
conditions, and food security. Because of the political
instability, it is difficult to fully resolve these problems.
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I'm Naw Hsue La Paw. | live in Bu Tho Township, Mu Traw
District. | have been teaching for seven years now.

At this time, the educational challenges and obstacles
we face in our local area are caused by ongoing
airstrikes. Students have had to flee, relocate, and
continue their studies in the jungle. We have had to build
temporary schools and shelters in hiding places so the
children can stay safe from the enemy’s attacks and
harm.

Because the situation is so difficult, providing support for
the school and students’ teaching and learning materials
is very beneficial for the children. It also eases the burden
on parents who no longer have to worry about searching
for and buying stationery for their children. This is a great
help for both the parents and the children’s education.
These school materials that we need more of include
volleyballs, scissors, nail clippers, red ink, stapler clips,
teacher uniforms, and geography and science learning
materials. This support will increase our collaboration
among teachers and students, and we will be able to
improve the quality of our education and better support
the future of our students.
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We have been able to offer short summer training courses for
our teachers. Because of these efforts, communities have
begun to show greater interest in education and have become
more supportive. However, full trust in the current education
system has not yet been fully restored.

At the middle-school level, very few parents allow their children
to continue on to high school. Several factors contribute to this
challenge. In many villages, there is no nearby high school.
Parents often do not feel comfortable sending their children to
study far away from home. Some families cannot afford the
cost of transportation, school fees, or living expenses for
children who must study elsewhere. In other cases, children are
asked to stay home to help support the family’s livelinood or
are sent to work locally or even abroad. As a result, although
many students complete their grade level, only a small hnumber
are able to continue their education.

To improve this situation, we believe it is essential to strengthen
awareness among all community members. This includes
parents, families, religious groups, and even adults who do not
currently have school-aged children. If the community
understands that education is a basic and vital need, they will
be more motivated to participate and cooperate.

With strong community engagement and shared responsibili-
ty, we believe we can build the kind of education system we alll
aspire to, one that supports justice, peace, happiness, and
long-term development for our commmunity.
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Awareness Raising: Staying Safe During Air
Strikes & UXO Threats

In the ongoing conflict, many communities across the region

face serious risks from air strikes and unexploded ordnance

(Ux0). Civilians—including children—may be in danger not

only during attacks but also long aofter the fighting has

stopped. Sharing clear and practical safety information is

essential to reducing injuries and saving lives.

The purpose of these key awareness messages is to help

community members understand how to respond during air

strikes and how to stay safe around unexploded bombs and

suspicious objects.

Key Awareness Messages :

e Air strikes can occur suddenly, always seek immediate shelter in a
safe location.

e Stay away from windows to avoid injury from broken glass or the
impact of blasts.

® Unexploded bombs may appear harmless but can explode at any
time—do not touch or approach them.

e Children are especially at risk and must be taught not to touch or
play with unknown objects.

® [nform local authorities or responsible community members
immediately if you find suspicious or unfamiliar objects.

e Awareness and caution save lives, share this information widely
within your community.
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Send Your Donation

Karen Teacher Working Group (KTWG)

Email: hg@ktwg.org Facebook: facebook.com/ktwghome
Website: www.ktwg.org Youtube: KawLahFilms-KTWG
Office: P.O. Box 39, Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110, TH
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