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Karen Teacher Training
College(KTTC) Re-union and
KTWG Annual Meeting

On May 17-19, 125 people came from across
Karen State to participate in the KTTC reunion.
The aims of KTTC reunion are; to encourage
teachers to review their teaching experiences in
the field, to improve a strong net-work between
KTTC teachers and students for future corporation,
to encourage the students to keep working in
education. KTTC is a pre-service teacher
education program for Karen State youth who
agree to return to Karen State communities as
teachers immediately upon graduation. KTTC
reopened in 2005 and the first graduates completed
their studies in 2007. 30 KTTC alumni returned to
joinin the festivities. On May 20, 14 KTTC alumni
and 25 KTTC students were presented with
diplomas by the Karen Education Department
Chairperson, Saw Lahsay. TheKTTC alumni
received diplomas as they have now completed 2
years of teaching in community schools which was
part of the agreement of attending KTTC. The
KTTC students received their diploma for their
completion 2 years of studies. Saw Pah Lah, who
went back and taught in Karenni State, said," I'm
so happy that | have had this chance to come to
the reunion and meet with my former friends.
According to this program, we received the honor
certificates. During the time whilst | was teaching,
even if | faced different kind of problems, | tried to
solve them all. For this reason, | am proud of
myself and really happy with all the people here."

The following week on May 27-29, taking the
opportunity of having all of its members present,
KTWG held an organizational meeting to evaluate
all of its activities. While noting a number of strengths,
all members agreed that there were still
opportunities to improve. Currently, at the time of
writing this article, there is real fear that the Burma
Army plans an attack on the area in which KTTC
is based. Students and teachers are preparing
themselves.

Thai Education Minister Fears
NGOS'’ classroom influence

The Thai Education Ministry plans to bring all
stateless children into the formal school system
because of worries some are being taught by
unregulated non governmental organizations.
All children born in Thailand qualify for free
compulsory education but many study with
volunteer teachers attached to non-governmental
organizations. This is because of convenience of
parents’ fears of sending them to state schools.
But these volunteer teacher and NGOs are a
concern for the ministry. We have no idea what
they teach and instilin those children, the Education
Minister Jurin laksanavisit said.

®

Mr Jurin announced a plan to lure the children
into formal schooling, both public and private
institutions, after talks with security agencies which
expressed the concern that they might fall victim to
il-intentioned people hiding among good teacher
at NGOs, which could then pose a threat to national
security.

The ministry now provides an education for about
half of the 100,000 stateless children, These are
usually children of foreign labourers who have
permanent jobs in Tak, Mae Hong Son, Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai, Kanchanaburi, Samut
Songkhram and Samut Sakhon.

Another 50,000 mainly from children foreigners
who often change work, are reportedly being
taken care of by teachers from NGOs and social
foundations.

Security agencies say most teachers are
foreigners, some of whom have entered Thailand
illegally.

Children who study with these teachers do not
have a chance to learn Thai over even their mother
tongue as the teachers only school them in foreign
languages. This could be exploited by those
wanting to destroy national security, security
agencies stated.

They're allowed to teacher freely with no state
controls, Mr Jurin said, if we leave the children
with them and don’t know their exact purposes, it
may lead to a situation similar to the unrest in the
Southern Thailand.

14 New Women Leaders Ready
to Work

The new Women'’s Leadership School, organised
by KWO, held its graduation on 6™ April 2009.
The newwomen leaders are representatives from
all 7 districts, KTWG, KSNG and KSEAN. The
course, which was a pilot course this year, lasted
for 10 months.

During the closing ceremony, Naw Dah Eh Kler,
secretary of KWO, said to the graduates, “Today
you are a student, but tomorrow you will become
aleader, so you will need to think carefully about
your activities. The outcomes of your activities will
reflect upon your organisation and what women
can do for their communities. This school isn't just
for members of KWO, we hope every organisation
will send their women youth here so they will be
able to continue their studies, especially in
leadership skills.”

Naw Pyo Pyo, a graduate from the school, said,
“It is wonderful to have had the opportunity to be
in this school. | am a representative from an
organisation, but | still don’t know a lot. For
example, management skills, cooperation with
women'’s groups and women'’s protection are some
of the things | have learnt in this school.”

She added, “When the leaders give a speech |
thought what they said was true so | didn't go and
speak with them as | didn't understand the whole
situation, so | just listened. After studying here |
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realise it is important to read many books and talk
to people to know the whole situation.”

During the 10 month course, the students study
17 subjects including History of Burma, History of
the Karen Revolution, Women's Participation,
Human rights, Democracy, Public speaking, media
skills, English, Compute and Geography including
South EastAsia.

The KWO's Leadership school was supported
by the International Women's Development
Agency, with 4 full-time teachers to support the
young womens education.

UN Urges Focus on Education, as
Donors Express Misgivings

The United Nations has called on Burma's military
junta to cooperate with the international community
toimprove the state of education in the cyclone-
stricken Irrawaddy delta, but international donors
are warning that the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi
could complicate efforts to raise money for the
victims of Cyclone Nargis.

At a UN-organized donors meeting in Rangoon
on 9th June2009, a senior UN official highlighted
the dire need for improved access to education in
the region, where few school escaped the
devastation wrought by Burma's worst-ever
natural disaster.

"The international community should increase its
efforts, in cooperation with the government (of
Burma) and local organizations, in order to
promote quality education for all children and
youth," said Bishow Parajuli, the UN resident and
humanitarian coordination in Rangoon.

Around 60 participants, including heads of
diplomatic missions, UN agencies and national
and international non-governmental
organizations, attended the meeting, at which the
acute shortage of learning materials and qualified
teachers and the lack of opportunities for further
education in the delta region were highlighted.
The donor meeting was followed by a field visit to
several villages in the Irrawaddy delta on
Wednesday.

The donor representatives witnessed the limited
progress that has been made over the past year
in rebuilding schools. They also observed
children in overcrowded classrooms in schools
with nothing but plastic sheeting as walls.

"Over half a million children in the affected areas
have benefited from education support since
Cyclone Nargis destroyed and damaged over
4,000 schools, of which 1,255 completely
collapsed,” said the UN Children’s Fund deputy
representative, Juanita Vasquez.

"More efforts are required to increase education
opportunities to children, no only in the delta, but
also in the rest of the country," she added.
According to the Post-Nargis Recovery and
Preparedness Plan, some US $157 million will
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be needed by the education sector over the next
three years.

Meanwhile, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations(ASEAN), which has played a key role in
the humanitarian response to the disaster, said that
some countries considering increasing their
contribution to the recovery effort are seeking
reassurances of cooperation from the Burmese
authorities. Representatives from ASEAN met with
donor countries and international organizations in
Bangkok on the 10th June,2009.

After the meeting, ASEAN Secretary-General Surin
Pitsuwan told journalists, "We would like to seek
clarification and new assurance from the
government (of Burma) that from now onward we
will have full support, full access and we will have
full coordination in order to deliver our international
assistance to (Burma) or into delta."

Surin also said that the Burmese regime's
prosecution of democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi was affection donor sentiment.

"They certainly mentioned the fact that it has not
helped the enthusiasm of their constituencies to
engage more actively, more fully," said Surin.
“There might be some delay, there might be some
reservation, that the issue is not separate from the
deliberation and the consideration on further
engagement.”

So far, about $300 million in relief aid has been sent
to the region, and agencies are seeking another
$700 million for recovery efforts.

Aid groups have been struggling to raise money to
help the victims of Cyclone Nargis, which hit Burma
in May 2008. The cyclone killed at least 140,000
people and left 2.4 million homeless.

Burma already receives scant overseas
development assistance- a meager $2.85 per
head, compared with nearly $50 for Sudan and
neighboring Laos.

"It would be really silly to penalize the people of this
country for actions taken by the current military
regime," said Andrew Kirkwood, the country director
for Save the Children UK.

Article taken from "Bangkok Post"

New International
University for
Burmese Migrants

In the Mae Sot area, there are many Burmese
migrant students who want the opportunity to study
higher education.

The Principal of the Tamasa University in Thailand
is leading the planning for an International University
for the migrants.

Naw Paw Ray, Chairperson of the Burmese
Migrant Education Committee, said, “If a new
international university will be available, it will be a
good opportunity for the Burmese migrants to attend,
so we welcome the plans”

Many representatives from Universities around
Thailand meet with Day Chan Ta'ssi Pah, from

®

Tamasa University, to organize the new
international university for the migrants.

It was suggested the curriculum for the university
will include human rights and democracy,
environment and traditional Knowledge, health
education and women and youth education.
Naw Paw Ray Said “It will take 3 years for the
university to be ready to open.

There are migrant students who have already
completed high school, where will they go to study?
When the university is open many students will be
ready to continue their studies.”

When the students finish university, even though
they cannot legally work in Thailand, they can at
east work with private companies and
organizations.

“BMWEC (Burmese Migrant Worker Education
Center) send students, who have completed high
school, to Bangkok University. But they have many
problems, including money, so they can only send
a few students” said Naw Paw Ray.

In Mae Ra Mat, Po Pa and Mae sot in Tak District,
there are 10000 students attending 60 schools for
migrants.

BMWEC have recorded 30,000 migrant students
who want to study, but there are not enough
schools for them.

Article taken from "Khitpyaing Journal"

Re-opening Community Library

On 27" June 2009 the Karen Teacher Training
College reopened the community library.

There were more than one hundred participants
attending the opening, including students from Kho
Kay middle school, Ma Nge Lu primary school,
KTTC and local villagers.

Before people enter the library, Saw Maw Wah,
the local village leader, cut the rope to symbolize
the library’s opening.

“This library is not only for the students because
it's based for community and so, anyone can
borrow the books or research the information as
necessary.” said Tha Taw, KTTC Headmaster.
This library has been running since 2005, but
community leaders have noticed a decline in the
number of students and villagers using the library
over the years.

As the new library opens, many hope this will be
the year when activities and events will encourage
more students and villagers to take advantage of
the library resources and enjoy reading.

“| haven't graduated yet but to improve my
knowledge and experience | need to read. Thus,
| hope everyone will take this opportunity and
read a lot”. Said Pa Ti Tha Mya, a local villager.
This library has several books including children’s
game, comic, folding, poems, myths, history,
general knowledge and English language books.
In total there are over 1,000 books in the library,
with more arriving every semester.
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Indigenous Aboriginal Education

There are many indigenous communities within the
world, with their own languages, celebrations,
traditions and culture; but one group are able to
say they were the first group of indigenous people
in the world — the Aborigines.

The Aborigines, consisting of many smaller groups
called clans, have existed for over 40,000 years.
They originated in Australia, with over 700 different
languages, and lived at one with the land, until in
1788 when the British colonised Australia. At this
time, their culture and way of life changed forever.
The British took their land and water resources,
forcing the Aborigines to move, causing them to
lose their spiritual and cultural connection with their
land. Their relationship with their land was the basis
of their spiritual life and has shaped their culture.
Australia was granted independence in 1901, but
Aborigines were still marginalized.

Since the early 1800's, many mission schools were
built to provide education to Aboriginal students,
but they weren't open long as the Aborigines were
wary of the foreigners. They saw them a threat
and were afraid they would loose their traditional
cultures and traditions. Traditional Aboriginal
education was in the form of the elders and centred
on ‘The Dreaming'’. ‘The Dreaming’ is the Aboriginal
creation story, which differs for different regions.
They believe in many gods who created the people
and environment during the creation time. Each
group believes in a number of different gods, whose
images are found in a landscape featuring, rock,
plant or animal. As there were no books, the Elders
passed the knowledge of ‘The Dreaming’ and the
ways of their people, through talking with the
younger people, sharing songs, dance, art and
storytelling. This is how the traditional beliefs have
been transmitted from one generation to the next.
Old aboriginal society was an illiterate society, the
knowledge of the land; the means of survivals,
kinship and religion were transmitted by the Elders,
not written down. They learnt from observations
and imitating their Elders actions. Their learning
was unstructured and took place within a concrete
context. Early learning and education was given
by the family. As the child matured, it was taught
religious knowledge and rituals and initiations
through verbal instructions given in a more formal
structured way by strangers. The focus of aboriginal
education was to master context specific skills.
Younger children were given few responsibilities
and were taught practical skills e.g. how to gather
food. Older children experienced a more formal
education, including different art forms e.g. painting
weapons, tools, rocks and bodies; how to engrave
patterns and symbols and pictures in to rocks and
wood:; traditional songs, poetry, stories and dance.
Through the arts, there was a connection to their
laws and by learning them they were taking more
responsibilities that were part of becoming an adult.

®

During 1910 to 1970, over 25% of indigenous
children, who were born to mixed-race parents,
were forcibly removed from their families and placed
with Australian foster families. This was done under
the belief that these children would have a better
life learning and living as a Westerner. They were
taught contempt for their cultural heritage and
therefore a lot of their culture was lost during this
period. To help keep some of their traditional
cultural knowledge, the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies
(AIATSIS) was established in 1965 to promote
Aboriginal studies and collect cultural knowledge
from all over Australia. They provide training and
access to a resource centre, encouraging more
teachers to widen their understanding of Aboriginal
traditions and language.

Aboriginal families are obliged to send their children
to mainstream Australian schools, where their
values, customs and codes of behaviour are mostly
ignored. The Australian Primary Curriculum
consists of 6 topics; English, Mathematics, Science
and Technology, Creative Art, Human Society and
its environment, and Personal development, health
and Physical Education. Through Human Society
and its environment, the children learn about
Aboriginal culture and language, reading, writing,
pronunciation, symbols and cultural characteristics.
Since the end of the 1970’s, many Aboriginal
communities have been trying to take some control
of their children’s education, as they felt there was
not enough focus on their traditional language and
culture. They started to build special schools and
advocate for the emergence of bicultural or ‘Two-
way’ schooling.

‘Two-way’ learning is where the teacher respects
the knowledge, learning processes and
perspectives of another people and recognising
that they are learning about another culture and
knowledge system, at the same time as sharing
their own knowledge. It is about working together
to find the basis from which new knowledge can be
developed in away that is relevant to the learners
concerned, and can be grasped by them. (http://
www.icvet.tafensw.edu.au/ezine/year_2006/
feb_aprithinkpiece_gientzotis.htm).

Many individuals are trying to raise awareness of
the need for a ‘two-way’ education to ensure equality
for Aboriginal children, as they feel Aboriginal
studies need to be part of the curriculum not just an
‘add-on’. One such person is Mandawuy
Yunupingu, from Arnhem Land, Northern Territory,
who was the first Aboriginal School Headmaster in
Australia. He has introduced ‘science of Aboriginal
teaching’ into his school, where Western knowledge
and Aboriginal knowledge work together to ensure
his students experience a wide, balanced and
relevant curriculum. It includes a merging of 2
cultural styles and ideas. Many people feared they
would lose their cultural dominance through this
type of education system, but the students have
flourished.Recently, New South Wales published
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their Aboriginal Education and Training strategy,
highlighting the need for a shift to improve learning
outcomes for Aboriginal students and try to include
more Aboriginal youth in education. They aim, by
2012, that Aboriginal students outcomes will be the
same as or better than the outcomes of other
students. They are planning to include more
activities relevant to aboriginal culture and traditions
and provide support to those students who need
additional assistance. The Australian government
is supporting their project and has allocated $65
million, over 4 years, to ensure their aims are met.
This year, in Sydney, New South Wales, a small
group of people are reviving one of the main
Aboriginal languages. Dharug, which was the
dominating language in Sydney before the British
came, became extinct after the last known speaker
died in the late 19" Century. The language has
only survived through written records. As the
language lessons have been integrated into their
school life, children are thriving and full of
enthusiasm for additional learning, both western
and traditional.

Indigenous groups have their own language,
culture and traditions and it is important to pass the
knowledge through generations yet to come
through their education system. Over the past few
decades, areas in Australia are recognising that
Aboriginal students are at a disadvantage when
attending western schools, as the curriculum doesn't
include their traditional language and culture. As a
result, they have acknowledged the importance of
including indigenous knowledge into the school
curriculum to give every student in Australia an
equal chance of education.

Interactive Radio Program in
Solamia

Most Somali children have known nothing but war.
Said Yasin, who develops educational programs
in this African nation, is continually amazed and
inspired by students’ unquenchable desire to learn
—even under dire circumstances. On a recent visit
to the United States, Yasin reflected on the radio-
based instruction program that reaches 250,000
children and more than 7,000 teachers.

“This is a very important program for Somalis
because the country is unstable and children don’t
regularly go to school. Education is critical to the
stability of this country. Our goal is to teach children
about peace and conflict resolution and how to aim
for better things. American aid toward this effort will
have a huge impact on future generations ability to
promote peace in the world!"

Radio learning has been a very effective, low-cost
approach to solving a difficult problem. We provide
wind-up radios that don’t need batteries and don't
break easily, and once produced, the programs
can be broadcast for a long time. With little creativity,
we can reach populations that have been displaced
by the violence.

®

South-Central Somalia has been difficult to reach
because of the renewed attacks and danger. We
evacuated our colleagues from Mogadishu
because some of the reels are targeting
humanitarian workers, and there have been
kidnappings and killings. Children from here have
known nothing but war and are constantly on the
move.

In Somaliland and Puntland, which are more
peaceful, schools have few resources and
untrained teachers so the problem of educating
children in a difficult situation are pervasive. Our
project s trying to transform the classroom into a
place where children can learn and teachers know
how to manage the classroom.

We've been very successful reaching children and
training teachers in government schools in
Somaliland and Puntland. We've partnered with
organizations, including Save the Children and
CARE, and we hope to work with them to offer
radio instruction and teacher training in South-
Central Somalia id it becomes stable. Going
forward, we want to reach another 20,000 children
who are not in school and teach them life skills
about how to resolve conflict and live peacefully.
When you go into a classroom and see children
listening to the programs, they literally transform.
This is the best thing that happens to them in their
daily lives. Their faces light up and they want more.
They are eager to learn and eager for peace.”
The Somali Interactive Radio Instruction Program
(SIRIP) is funded by the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

(This article was taken from http://www.edc.org/
newsroom/articles/just_back_said_yasin, dated
October 2008)

Teacher Training at the

Grassroots

Lalao Evangeline is a curriculum coordinator for
the Toamasina Il school district in Madagascar. This
year she and a group of colleagues joined
coordinators from 5 other districts in an effort to
remake teacher training in their country. Over 6
months, they met in small clusters to gather and
analyse data on what teachers in their districts need
to know in order to become more effective in the
classroom. In a country where teacher training
has traditionally been top-down and somewhat
disconnected from classroom realities, this
grassroots initiative is transformative.

“By starting with what the teachers want to learn,
we have turned the system of teacher education
onit's head,” says EDC's Norma Evans. “No one
in this country has done it before.”

The coordinators began by collecting information
on what their teacher colleagues most needed to
learn. Project staff trained the teachers to use
software to record and analyse the data. With the

Continued on page 19




) RN T T 1]

Focus Story

52e3e3 55 qE 8ot o oo on onGEeSEes:
o:ﬁs%ﬁ%seegﬁcé:co:ﬁ

830320658 d B otopmGH 3500001535
%ﬁwﬁmﬁm@&@agmooﬁoodﬁéaﬂ o
079-0@- JOOR §§§§c81 mﬁﬁﬁmﬁo}lmoﬁ@l
£p§:0P05058Idsp PP P GLdP g
»dclanmeronico Biogan@:quod B85 oxe3S
ﬁﬁ%ﬁmdﬁ@l&%ﬁ@’]%ﬁ 008 mcg'l’:)c&o
mﬁ@@ﬁcggoo:ooﬁéﬁ%ﬁmdﬁsﬁlﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬁ%:mﬁ
oo%@lmeﬂmm@mo%ﬁgtlréggzammo%ﬁésélmé
N
2505205 g:Hel85 510005 05§D 8500
g:oboa(r%:mp_gooﬁcrﬁﬁmﬁdﬁﬁog%:mﬁcbl&%mﬁ
ogﬁog, ooﬁeln%ooﬁc\m@f}oéﬁoéﬁéﬁ, (5(0109)5
RANQOED OB
oNdedgheionichisddabeHed§ontnielé1od
w%&@ﬁoéﬁoéﬁéﬁ(ﬁcﬂﬁ@?:%ﬁc&, Q:308H
£961qLo38on0d 180 NaB 588509505555
oS'l’Sooﬁaoﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁo%:mﬁugﬁc@lo;lo%l%ﬁcoﬁ fv)
@503:39@:0)191(%08§@agmooﬁoo(e(bsél@ﬁgﬁ
cEBeEBoSeBincBsniB)oncB gheth
qco(g@él@ﬁqm’aagmooﬁoocg (®308§m19§ oéﬁ
oéﬁo')ﬁ(ﬁo):ogﬁmcﬂogl Joog) giodiarcdéront
co@qosiodScdonigdedi.
@muﬁ:b@ém’aaowmogﬁcgﬁ @bogﬁo%mwb@ﬁ
3933:5(%ﬁﬁ:nﬁb@ﬁméooﬁoﬁﬁooﬁd;ﬁﬁogbloﬁl
crﬁagﬁ0(5@90583?530:3:@ﬁmﬁe@ﬁmm’ag:ob@:
S i mpBB0q5LifionsS 55 cdu.
@cmooﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁoﬁb@lﬁﬁ@%ﬁx(ﬁ:&%ﬁw(&m1
02185650852 &:0535 eraocBsoni cooniogs
mﬁbl:;’ag{l&elmc@%oo:cmooﬁugﬁgugﬁglsfab

09,53:;ooﬁC\Bl&%ooﬁogﬁcs&ooﬁelcggzq‘ﬁo}pcm

o 28 0ol ;5 25 ;b opcwr ag 85 ol @ &

%ﬁc\%lo CD](.)O’)§ﬁ075391(£§mﬁ@%®139§18§03(9§

©81550030Gi0A N &> BH0N 3550
<9§ oo ugﬁ §Lool 06;5 ool :z,gﬁ (3',’30073 )

gocd.

co%@&c%aoqcéﬁcog
qubogﬁooﬁ@gﬁ@ﬁm:rﬁsélﬁﬁoiﬁgﬁoa:osgﬁ
e:md oo o5 00163585 € e gd 3582000
Slootgddl. quapidS 388151 ed:0e5 w
mﬁcblgc%zc@élm][D_ﬂoozgﬁ‘goooﬁcnﬁ&wm‘ﬁui
305@50%:005:?3’5@0’)0’%:f)ﬁgzotbmwmgm;.ﬁ
3§§53900509§65LQ§331§§031”.
c}lc@ﬁ%ﬁgwmmm $ﬁ<72[n9105:b@'|’3“ w@bﬁ%:cb
z&ﬁ@ﬁw@§8:oé§33§91393%8:w330%:c8&6100
®§m1030306§00§ogﬁ:cgwsﬁgmwﬁﬁﬁc\%l.
03D e35dsHIB gt gD St odlopd
»S bR b gmdclonodaioisogiodsd
018358500 e5, SidsEdrggdudaBigdost
(Qﬁooﬁoilgoggﬁ é:b@ﬁ“oosa:s%ﬁoﬁo%:@ﬁm1
B2 gemScBanap tigbosbess bt
doogboedcnmeiodcacdiogagie 8ssoim
cr%ﬁésél@ﬁoc@ﬁd)ﬁoaqﬁ@']e:cmoogﬁm&({ls’a
BBomderoocdsamladboni&mpdadooqdmgql

QDT@(R@%&‘)]%ﬁQ%h

c:gcéﬁcsg:o:g:?mogge@omgmgwe@s@nm
$1<[9§coﬁelc8§:ooﬁogﬁcgmwﬁwéﬁgﬁogﬁ@eﬁﬁ
QDTU)SO)K?;’SCY)U%@l%ﬁ@ﬁmﬁ%:mﬁo&%m1d%l&)(¥%:

o eSQ ° o ° 08 Q
(SCD’ICC’:)(,EI(YE SSOJIOD(YDZO’)Qﬁ(I)ﬁcD OOZS:OOW§

gﬁoaogzsfabogﬁmﬁ@%ﬁmﬁag:&ooﬁogﬁcgsa(rﬁl
@@m@ﬁmwcﬁﬁoicplgp%ﬁc&o

$50’ﬂ1109(91c§5$ﬁ(ﬁg)é:b“cowmﬁogﬁc\%@gpﬁﬁ
oquop8a3beletcnombasga dopadi&zamod

06,5cggoazsélﬁﬁoobso(gzmﬁ:f)ﬁoo:oﬁmaqo%l
@1:3:35(@50330%:0’3@?3390056618(%zﬁﬁc&o
$ﬁs§:®oo1§qubﬁ$§(§8 cﬁgp(ﬁaaqﬁésbccﬁ“oo
oéﬁooﬁwoa(ro):&qlcm@ cLe3 200300l oA
a%gzwbsgﬁéwogﬁoéﬁoéﬁéﬁ(ﬁ@ﬁ ‘%ﬁc&.
éoooéﬁ:zfabagﬁ ﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬁﬁlmﬁw:mﬁc\%@l
cow:ceam:;w:e‘%lg:sglcbﬁ%:ooﬁogﬁ@ﬁ(&@b
09,‘5:zfaorﬁowqooﬁc\mmcblgc%ooﬁogﬁc@@o'ﬁo%

Ll

ooNdoedcacBiogene pEdSa0Igd St

mﬁ@@ﬁooﬁ@gﬁ@ﬁmdﬁ3’51@5005%:005038@9103
910)10650387)533:8:913933‘%&31, (580% s
m@ﬁ@bogﬁugﬁgbooﬁ@ﬁoiﬁg:ooﬁcbl&%cm(ﬁ
Beoreo§B5BambScd.

5%:&9:@001;5 ((}1®ﬁ$§(§8), mﬁmﬁo@“woéﬁ
:uo<|5(§839035:39609§m$1§§@m§m§03§mﬁ
cowooﬁenooﬁco1(r%ﬁoic918:oo$1§§@bogﬁooao:<§
(%Sagzooﬁ@ﬁcmooﬁs%ﬁ(ﬁm@lgoéﬁoéﬁéﬁ%ﬁo%b
b@ﬁooigao[%ooogﬁﬁﬁo?ﬁ:ﬁ@’abogﬁoomﬁtpﬁ
39wﬁoogn%:@bogﬁgﬁab:rq:@:ooﬁ%ﬁm(bogﬁ
0qd &gioniar0donslmdsodeioniercmsag
8§b@§§§c&o
wﬁg:zfabogﬁgzsfabogﬁ@ﬁalo?b%:(g%(q:mmﬁ
c°¢:(ﬁgmogzﬁﬁmbogﬁmcblgcﬁbcrﬁo%mﬁém@ﬁ
0819059103309 8D codadHzpHovs s
@85BS cammdaogdanmerosi@:ma
aoﬁéScoﬁogﬁchfamﬁogooﬁécmo%ﬁoicpu@%ﬁ

o
QoL

mw@méloggfliﬁqwﬁ 8@1m$§§:é$§m$§§§
glondeiodsoniogonidScnoimchiopboniqu
®1saooﬁcb18<§33§qﬁm<9§%§c&,

glaoﬁo;zcm@’a@ﬁqé$§8‘%§é:b“md§m5§ob(§
80303®§ :%ﬁ 0855q:0080: 001 oo &s

(o)} Q ° Q Q QO
(?(.9(‘01C\3ﬁ03103053()58050)@03103%33(}1(?(9

méago:e@cégmgmg?—c&cxﬁmcé,‘_]coe

10




11 Karen Teacher Newsletter - July, 2009

Shadimmanemdaoi o oo Sed8:
:mbo@r%$1b@§@b@9m585085®1080965(§39

9 9 o o Q. 9
O)s@ ZQOD%@:U)SG’B?)ODZC\NO)S@IO)S(\)](YL) T2 Q010

O (=] Q. 9.9 [} o Q. 9
aSHoos, mﬂmommaoowﬁx:mﬁ:calgoa:mlaom
Q.
“’lg‘iﬁm’“
220 91®11w1m1mm§ﬁoﬁo>ﬁ@q%ﬁb@ﬁay o8

&)8(\)1&)615398%%5(\%1.”

EflBrcBosBonoaRongios oBiEE
erfcrriohgBbes 3 2iBasp ebeiast
éﬁ:caooﬁowcogﬁooﬁcc%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁmﬁmm%ﬁ%:qogﬁmﬁ
:;%r%(o?lgccﬂm%:mﬁmoﬁmmﬁmmaewo:@gﬁbsﬁ
s5c3.

Bre0507(1845038) 8:0" conma3Sgdadd
coﬁmﬁelc\%@oo@ﬁmﬁ:cgﬁf’gﬁ39013856(\)10%5&R
qeoquei8oniadoad@:oninpSaivpbaslea
N0pb 35095298 Gqrondgmdelornd s
oﬁ@ﬁl@ﬁmﬁm%:@ﬁoﬁmwaam?ﬁoﬁ cphadH
565001085021e358 5820010858503 da3185
qdsh8Goaopioniercdedmle:, odldionier
&:05¢lBSomoniaronndgbad.
mﬁb:cél@ﬁoaﬁc\%lagb@ﬁgcﬁm1ofﬁﬁmcﬁ@ﬁobo
25050518:075 8185002001 18 ad 202001 gl oo
ouanduiodiogdmdodaroniadadenea oy):
3585018505

¢ 8uog6:02098: "ol oot gloo: 2285 oot 65
61000115805 §Lont 05 ool e M S M a5 &:
mﬁcﬁlg(ﬁmmmwﬁiﬁc&, 03358:001 05 oph
oogd

2. omﬁﬁ(@mﬁ)moﬁ&\\)ﬁ

Jo 0353 Ed58:

2 oma@HaBE MBS 003598520l DS 0

The First KTTC Reunion

On May 17%— 19" 2009, KTTC held it's first ever
reunion. This event brought people involved in
Karen education from all over Kawthoolei with more
than 115 participants attending. The reunion was
an opportunity for past and current KTTC students,
teacher educators and education leaders to get
together and discuss Karen education and their
experiences of teaching and learning in KTTC and
in schools in Kawthoolei. This was a very special
occasion for many reasons, including the KTTC
graduation ceremony. The ceremony marked the
graduation of students completing the 2 year
program of study at KTTC, but was also a
certification ceremony for the first KTTC graduating
class (now 5™ year KTTC students). The 5" year
students are the first group of KTTC students (since
KTTC was restarted in 2005) to complete their
studies and 2 year practical teaching placement.
During the ceremony they proudly received their
KED teaching certificates, officially marking them as
fully fledged Karen teachers.

As well as eating and socialising together, during
the reunion, participants engaged in workshops
and performances to help them share their
experiences of teaching and learning and plan for
Karen education in the future.

To better understand the significance of this event,
Phru Pwgo spoke with participants who shared
their perspectives of the reunion.

Anticipation

Participants were very excited about the reunion
and had been looking forward to it. A 4™ year
student, Naw Eh Mu Say explained “I've never
had this experience before or heard anything like
this and we wanted to come and listen and get
encouragement from our leaders.” As another 4®
year student, Naw Gler Say told us, “ also wanted

to come and meet together with new people and to
see our old friends who we haven't seenin a long
time. They have been all over Kawthoolei.”
Education leaders were also interested in attending
the reunion as Saw Kennedy, Dooplaya Eductaion
Coordinator, explained “l was interested because
every year KTWG and KTTC train teachers to
work in Kawthoolei and right now we need a lot of
teachers in our area, and so we want to cooperate
with KTWG for the future.”

Meeting with other students and teachers

Along with the more formal workshops and
presentations, an important element of the reunion
was the chance for former classmates and friends
to meet together and discuss their lives and what it
was like teaching in Kawthoolei. Naw Gler Say (4"
year student), said “In our teaching we have so
many students to manage and when we meet
together, we talk about how we have managed in
the classroom and ask our friends about their
experiences.” Naw Esther, a 5" year student and
MTT explained “I hadn't seen my friends and
classmates for 2 years and when | saw them |
asked them about the funny things that have
happened to them, but also how they managed to
survive and face the difficulties teaching in
Kawthoolei.” The reunion was also a good
opportunity to meet new people. Senior students
were able to share advice and experience with
their more junior peers. As Naw Esther (5" year
student), related, “I met new students, some of them
are stressed about working in Kawthoolei and some
are not so happy because the life in KTTC can be
difficult, but | encouraged them not to give up
because if they keep going they will be teachers, a
difficult job, but an important one. | explained that if
they follow my example and persevere as students
and teachers despite all the problems they will face,
then they too will get their diplomas and become
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better prepared as teachers to deal with the
challenges of teaching in Kawthoolei.” In the same
way, 1t and 2™ year students benefited from
speaking with more experienced colleagues. Saw
Sagoo, a 2™ year student told us “Sometimes as
younger students we were a little shy to speak with
the older students, but | spoke with one year 5
student who is now an MTT and she shared how
she has been able to develop her flexibility in
working in different schools, different areas and
different situations. She helped me understand the
importance of flexibility for teachers.”

Highlights of the reunion

Although there have been other events bringing
together Karen students and teachers, the KTTC
reunion was unusual in terms of the large number
of participants it brought together and the style in
which it was run.

As Saw Sagoo (2" year student) explained
“Before, | had participated in another event which
brought teachers and students together in
Kawthoolei to participate in social exchanges and
get encouragement from education leaders. This
was fine and it was what | expected from the KTTC
reunion, but | found the reunion was even better
because we did so many workshops, performances
and presentations. It was special because we had
opportunities to speak ourselves and share
practical information about education and teaching
which was very useful.”

As Saw Sagoo elaborated “The most interesting
thing was the sharing of general knowledge and
experience from the others. We had 3 questions to
answer: 1) How should we organise the schools
2) How to improve the schools and 3) How to
develop the schools in the future.

These questions... how to set up the schools and
how to manage and follow up for the future are
very important and the discussions gave me good
ideas which will help me for the future."Concerts
and performances were not only fun for participants,

but also provided a different type of learning
experience.

Discussing this, Naw Esther (5" year student) said
“The first night's concert and performance was very
interesting because people presented in so many
different styles, with stories and skits and music and
used these as a way of showing about the
challenges they face. | learned from these.”

The sharing of experience and insight was clearly
important to participants.

As Naw Esther said “I'm a 5" year student which
means I've been working in Kawthoolei as a teacher
for 2 years. | learned so many things at KTTC, but
also many things through my work as a teacher.
The reunion gave me a way to bring these different
things...being a student and teacher, together and
share them with others to help develop education
in Kawthoolei.”

The reunion worked to inspire participants through
meetings, activities and presentations, but also
through the presence of so many current and future
Karen educators together in one place.

Saw Sagoo (2™ year student) explained “When |
was a 1% year student, there were not many other
students in our group and | didn't feel so happy. |
thought, why aren't there more young people
interested in teaching in Kawthoolei? Sometimes,
I've felt like giving up, but at the reunion | saw so
many students from years 1-5 and | got a strong
positive feeling from this. In Kawthoolei we have
few teachers because there is not so much food
and not so much school material and we face many
problems and at the reunion when | saw so many
people who are student teachers and teachers
together | got a very good feeling about teaching in
Kawthoolei and | don't want to give up.”

The reunion was also a positive experience for
the education leaders who were able to attend.
Saw Kennedy (Dooplaya Eductaion Coordinator)
discussed his impressions of the reunion “All of the
students explained their experiences, reviewed
their work from the past and made future plans.

They searched for the problems that they found in
the field and planned for how to overcome these
and promote their work. This will help us solve the
problems in our area. This is very useful for our
future work and when we have the chance it is
helpful to have reunions like this. In our area we
have a lot of teachers, but without much training
and so it is important for our teachers to see the
positive examples of the KTTC students. Now in
Dooplaya, where 1 work, most teachers know about
KTTC through meeting students who studied at
KTTC and they know KTTC students are much
better qualified than SPDC teachers.

As leaders, we can support KTTC in the future by
monitoring education and motivating our students
to study and attend KTTC."The KTTC reunion
was an exciting, inspiring and practically useful
event. Although it was over all too quickly, it was
the first of what will hopefully be many future
reunions for KTTC.

Naw Ler Htoo, KTWG Chairperson, said, “l am
very happy to see so many students and educational
leaders here at the first KTTC reunion. It has
brought us all together, giving us the opportunity to
share our experiences and ideas about education.
We have built up networks teachers who are able
to support and encourage each other, and reflect
on their work. Hopefully, in a few years, we plan to
organise a second reunion which will bring together
more KTTC teachers and educational leaders.”

With many thanks to the participants who shared
their experiences of the reunion with Phru Pwgo.
Naw Eh Mu Say (4" year student, teaching in Ee
Htu Hta Highschool)

Naw Esther (5" year students, MTT working in
Dooplaya district)

Naw Kler Say (4™ year student, teaching in Ee Htu
Hta Highschool) Saw Kennedy (Education
Coordinator, Dooplaya district)

Saw Hsa Gu (2™ year KTTC student)

Naw Ler Htoo(KTWG Chairperson)
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Are There Similarities Between
Indigenous Knowledge and

Modern Scientific Knowledge?

Itis thought the modern science books, based on recent
scientific research with scientific language, is the only
way of understanding science; but Indigenous People
also have and use their own scientific methods and
language for centuries. No-one can survive without having
some understanding of scientific processes and
languages, but not necessarily modern science. People
have developed and lived for generations before modern
science started to influence the world.

Indigenous People’s understanding of science has
developed through decades of knowledge which has
been passed down through generations. As a result they
believe their process of gaining scientific knowledge and
understanding is more beneficial to their people than
modern science. Indigenous People don't have
laboratories; they develop their understanding of scientific
processes through hands-on experience, including using
their 5 senses; taste, smell, touch, see and hear.
Using the 5 senses.

Ofthe 5 senses, taste was originally used to discover if
food was sour, bitter, sweet, spicy, bland or salty. As the
knowledge and methods were passed through the
generations, their use and understanding has developed,
resulting in additional categories of taste being
discovered. This is one example of how using organic
chemistry and biochemistry can expand the range of
categories within a subject. Modern scientists are
expanding the way they use senses to develop their
understanding of different processes, but have forgotten
to use their original sense. For example, when the
Indigenous People want to test the tamarind leaf for its
uses, they use taste, sight and touch. After they feel it
they discover it makes their skin itchy, hot and painful.
They observe the effects of tamarind on their skin and
they taste the leaf, they discover it is sour and will use it
when a sour taste is needed. Modern scientist, wearing
protective clothes and gloves, will break the tamarind
leaf down, take the liquid from it and mix it with a variety
of chemicals. They know the leaf contains 20 acids,
including Amino acid. They discover it tastes sour
because the leaf containing Arcarbic acid.

There are some similarities between the two methods,
each showing tamarind is sour and not poisonous, but
the methods are very different. If Modern scientists
experiment in their laboratories they will not identify the
taste of anything, just its' appearance, colour and shape;
but they will be able to identify its properties, carbon side
chains or carbon bodies.

The Earth is round

There is an ancient Indigenous poem which says ‘Now
and for the future we should use the methods our
Grandfathers used. The earth is rolling like a big wheel.’
Traditional knowledge is passed through generations in
many forms including poems; these are the basis of their
beliefs and understanding. They therefore Indigenous
People knew the earth was spherical, like a ball, even
when modern scientists decided it was flat. When
Colarberg stopped debating the earth was round, as no-
one would believe him, Indigenous People continued to
believe in their poem and would not be swayed by
others opinions.

The Balance of life and death

In ancient times Indigenous people believed if they ate
frogs they needed to take care of the rocks, if they ate
fish they had to take care of the water. If they didn’t take

®

care of the rocks and water the environment around
them would change and animals would die. They want
to protect the environment and animals around them,
such as Rhinoceros, Elephant, Gibbon and Pelicans,
so they will be around for generations to come. They
believe, being traditionally Animists, if the animals are
killed your spirit will die causing problems for your family
and community.

For many generations Indigenous People have looked
after the animals around them based on this theory and
belief, ensuring the animals and environment thrived.
But many people disagree with this understanding. Over
the years, people have used their beliefs and ideas in
collaboration with scientific knowledge to develop ways
to better protect the animals and environment.

People who studied science and the protection of animals,
over 10 years ago, now realise there are not enough
animals on the planet. An organisation called IUCN was
started to prevent the extinction of animals, such as
Rhinoceros, Elephant, Gibbon and Pelicans within their
environment. Indigenous People also protect these
animals, but in contrast to the NGO's, they do not need
funding as it has become integrated into their daily lives.
Both Indigenous and scientific knowledge needs to be
used in unison to ensure the best opportunities for animals
and people to continue existing together.

Global Warming

Indigenous People believe rain and hot weather have
their own seasons, but since the beginning of the 21
century it rains not only in the rainy season but during
the hot season, and there is hot weather throughout the
year. In the past they were able to tell which season it
was by looking at the birds, flowers, plants and by
listening to the animals’ sounds, but now it has changed.
They knew these changes were going to occur through
traditional knowledge and ideas told to them by their
Elders. Itisimportant to use both Indigenous and scientific
knowledge for the future and not forget Indigenous
methods, if more people want to become scientifically
educated.

There is a poem in Indigenous Communities saying
‘Hotter than the sun and cooler than ice, coming through
air will be water.” It describes how after the temperature
increases, it becomes cooler and rain will fall from the
sky. The rain will increase in intensity, bring thunder and
hail. Indigenous scientists say the earths temperature is
changing because the hot and cold aren't equal, creating
an imbalance in the temperatures. Before the modern
scientists began testing and creating theories about the
weather and Global warming, the Indigenous People
recognised what was happening around them.

Both Indigenous People and modern scientists agree
Carbon dioxide emissions from factories, machines and
industries are effecting global warming. Indigenous People
believe a long time ago the earth was just sand and
stone, but as the temperature rose it brought winds and
storms. The earth gets its energy from the sun, which
Indigenous People call La May Ta.

Indigenous People believe global warming is not just
caused by the emission of CO%but by people not taking
responsibility for their own environment. An effect of
global warming is the change in the suns temperature,
affecting the temperature of the surface of the earth. Itis
unsure whether scientists have tested this theory yet but
in order to sustain life Indigenous knowledge and scientific
methods need to be used collaboratively.

There are many similarities between Indigenous and
scientific knowledge, both are working towards sustaining
and improving our world.
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Interview with Senior Student ‘Naw
Paw Thaw Thaw’

Naw Paw Thaw Thaw was born in 1983, in Tao Der
village, Tay Mu Der village tract, Lu Thaw township,
Mutraw district. She passed 10" standard in Tha Dah
Der in 2003-2004. She then became a teacher and has
taught in Tha Dah Der high school for two years. In
2005-06, she had an opportunity to study at Karen
Teacher Training College, where she completed the 2
years pre-service training, and then returned to Tha Dah
Der school where she teaches Geography and Math for
five and seven standards.

Q. Can you compare your teaching styles or skills
before and after KTTC?

A. Before | can say | mismanaged my class because |
didn’t know there were four kinds of student. In addition,
| didn’t know how to plan my lessons. I just knew | had
to teach and what time | had to start the class, without
preparation. | also didn't know the student’s needs or
consider them as individuals.

Q. What is your main challenge in your teaching?

A. The problem is the subject knowledge or skills that |
have been teaching. Even though | am a Math teacher
my knowledge does not cover it all. Also, other teachers
helped me with what they know but | still have some
sums that | can't figure out.

Q. I know that you passed ten standard with a distinction,
so what problems have you had in teaching Math to 5%
and 7" Standard?

A. The situation is that we have learnt from Kaw Thoo
Lei curriculums but now we have to teach by new
curriculums and so, it's becoming a problem for us.

Q. Have there been improvements in your teaching?
A. | have experienced many improvements, e.g. inthe
past, | didn't talk often to the students and parents, but not
| am building up my relationship with them. If student did
not achieve, | thought they were lazy, | didn't realize
how to find the solution as to why a student couldn't learn
in alesson. But now | know more about how to deal with
students, parents and community.

Q. What is your concern about your teaching?

A. I'm concerned about my subject knowledge, which
is not enough to be able to teaching the students
thoroughly. As a result the students are passing their
standard exams, but only just.

Q. Whatis the biggest challenge you are facing in your
teaching?

A. The higgest problem is dealing with the headstrong
students. | always think how to treat them. They become
friends with farmers, who are the same age as them, so
they don’t want to learn. Also the parents don't take
responsibility for their children after school, letting them
play on their own.

Q. Inthis case, are the parents involved in their children’s
education?

A. Inthe villages around here, | don’t know if students
parents have already attended the parent education
classes or not, but for the future | think it would benefit
them to attend the classes.

Q. Whatis your future plan?

A. Iknow myself that | don't have enough education and
knowledge yet to become an effective teacher. Therefore
| would like to study for 2 years, to increase my subject
knowledge and skills and then return to teaching. This
will enable me to a more effective teacher for Kaw Thoo
Lei children.

Interview with Pah Ti Tha Mya

Phru Pwgo sat with Pha Ti Tha Mya and talked about
the education system when he was young. Pa Tiis a
rebellious person and he was born in 1949, in Doh Hei
Der village, Lu Thaw Township, Mutraw district. He
was 8 years old when his father died, leaving him to be
brought up with his mother’s love and care, along with
his 4 siblings. 2 years after his father died, Pha Ti Tha
Mya passed 2™ Standard then left school.

Q. Can you describe the education you experienced
when you were young?

A. When | was young | really wanted to study but we
had to struggle for our daily life. Even when it was my
time to study, | couldn’t come to school. Two years after
my father died, | went to school and studied for three
years, passing 2™ Standard.

Q. Did you want to continue studying?

A. I wanted to study but my mother couldn't support me,
so | had to leave my school and help my mother on the
farm. At that time, the school in my village only taught up
to 2" Standard and if you wanted to continue studying
you had to go to Pwa Gaw or Pa-pu. For one year, it
cost 1,000 kyat to study, at that time you could buy an
elephant for 1,000 kyat.

Q. Canyou describe what your class and teacher were
like?

A. There was one teacher who taught 30 children, up to
2" Standard.

Q. 30 students and only 1 teacher, how did she manage
the problems she faced?

A. The teachers gave class work, e.g. If the teacher
was teaching 2™ Standard, she would give class work
to 1% Standard. We were all in one hall, learning together,
we did not separate into different classes.

Q. When you were young you did not get the opportunity
to study, but now there are many opportunities for students
to study, and student materials are provided for them.
But many children do not want to study, what is your
opinion about this issue?

A. These students are wasting their time. Nowadays is
the time for all children to study, as often parents only
have to contribute a few things. When | was young, |
didn't see notebooks like this, we just collected some
Slateboard and wrote on them.

Q. What do you want to say to the youth who are eager
to continue their learning?

A. They need to set up a plan themselves, including
these 3 steps; 1) Get a good education 2) Find a good job
3) Get married and start a family. | want to emphasize
that it is important to concentrate on your learning so
don’t mix numbers 1 and 3 together.

Q. You have only passed 2" Standard but you have a
lot of knowledge, what did you do to get this knowledge?
A I tried to read many books. For example, if an educated
person reads for 1 hour, | read for 5-6 hours.

Q. As you walked around in Karen territory, do you see
a difference between when you were young and now?
A. We can not compare when we were young and
present because now the education systems are better
or improving but we are losing many aspects of our
culture and traditions.

Q. You work for your people, what are the needs that
you see?

A. We need to have many educated people who have
political ideologies and high ambitions. Our youth, who
live in Karen state, have to learn and then have to work.

Continued on page 25
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Continued from page 9

results of their own research in hand, the teachers
developed professional development plans, which the
Ministry of Education will help implement. EDC will
follow the implementation of the new plans and collect
data on how successful they are. They hope to expand
the process to more districts.

Lalao Evangeline relishes the experience. “As an
educator, | was frustrated with being told what | needed
to learn,” she says. “l am finally in a position to help
teachers, principals, and area supervisors take
ownership of their learning. I've been waiting for an
opportunity to do this for a long, long time.”

Parents Listen Together

Across Madagascar, parents are meeting in small groups
to lean what they can do to support their schools and
ensure a better education for their children. 300
communities participate, forming parent listening groups
and selecting amember to facilitate. Each group received
a free wind-up radio to hear programming on such topics
as organising an effective parent teacher association,
developing transparent management systems and
monitoring student performance. After each broadcast,
participants discuss the relevance of the new ideas for
their community and consider what they can do to
enhance learning conditions for their children. Initial data
on the groups look promising.

Communities report that school enrolment is up and
absenteeism is down. New parent teacher association
have formed where they didn’t exist before and existing
associations report revitalised meetings, greater
attendance and renewed agendas. Successful initiatives
include buying blackboards, desks, and doors,
renovating classroom, building teacher housing and
clearing up school grounds.

(Article taken from EDC Improving Education and
Health Worldwide, January 2008, http://www.edc.org/
newsroom/articles/teacher_training_grassroots)
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Slow Learner Education

Teachers have many roles and responsibilities within
their classroom, including being aware that every child
in their class works and learns at different paces. In
order for any student to learn new skills, they need to be
based upon already learnt skills. Some students find
learning easy and are able to build on and understand
new concepts quickly, these are called gifted students.
Some students learn at the rate of their peers, these are
called able students. And there are those who find it
difficult to understand new ideas; these are known as
less able students or slow learners. Slow learner is a
term given to students who have the ability to learn but
not at the same pace as the majority of students in the
classroom. They work at a slower pace than their peers,
take longer to understand and complete tasks, they are
unable to follow complex task and instructions, they
cannot transfer learning from one task to another, they
don't easily master skills that have rules e.g. spelling
rules or times tables and have a short attention span.
When the majority of students in the class have already
mastered a skill and are ready to move forward, there is
the possibility for slow learners to be over-looked, leading
to gaps in their knowledge and basic skills. As the gaps
in knowledge and skills increase, it becomes difficult to
learn new concepts. There are many factors which
contribute towards a child being a slow learner, but most
of them can be classified as internal or external factors.
Internal factors refer to ‘within' the student, their brain
capacity, whether their cognitive skills have been affected
by events happening within their bodies. (Cognitive skills
are the skills used to process and retain knowledge and
methods.) Some internal factors are being born early, the
mother becoming ill when they were in the womb, drugs
and medicine taking, trauma, smoking and genetics
(parents may be illiterate).External factors refer to what
is happening ‘outside’ of the student. These include caring
for younger siblings, having to work; parents do not care
if they have an education, family conflict, violence within
the family, wrong medicine given and malnutrition. Itis
important to not only recognize these slow learners but to
identify which subject they are having difficulties in. Most
slow learners are only slow in one subject area e.g.
math, reading, writing etc, and are able to learn and
understand at the same pace, rate or depth as their peers
for the other subjects.

How can teachers support and encourage slow
learners? Raising their self-esteem

Slow learners are often aware of their struggles to learn
and this can therefore lead to low self-esteem, low self-
image and anxiety. If a teacher comments negatively
every time a slow learner fails to complete a task, the
child's self-esteem and confidence will decrease. If this
continuously happens, the child will not want to attend
school and learn. To change this negative cycle, the
teacher must positively comment on what the child has
achieved, even though it may be small and difficult. This
in turn will encourage the students to learn and they will
be able to believe in themselves, believe they can learn
and achieve. All children excel at something. It is
important for the teacher to discover what the child’s
strengths and interests are and praise and encourage
these strengths. Over time, the confidence and ability of
the child will increase, leading to their willingness to
learn and try to the best of their ability.

Differentiation in the classroom

Differentiation is when the teacher plans something
different for different students to meet their individual
learning needs;it is needed to meet the learning needs of

®

every child in the class. Teachers are able to differentiate
through the level of support given to the child (working
on their own, with a peer, in a group or with the teacher);
the level of work given to the child (different text given,
only simple questioning), the teachers expectations (the
teacher could expect the slow learner to answer less
questions than their peers) and by providing opportunities
for different learning styles to happen in their classroom
(using practical resources).

Opportunities to learn in different ways

All students learn differently, they learn through seeing
(Visually), hearing (Auditory) and by doing (Kinaesthetic).
Every child has a preferred learning style and often they
learn through a variety of learning styles. Education
researchers have discovered slow learners often learn
bestthough doing, therefore itis important teachers provide
opportunities for the slow learners in their class to learn
though doing. This may involve using objects, or drawing
the letters big in the sand on the floor. Matching words,
completing sentences and using everyday objects to
reinforce a concept are some other ways of providing
opportunities for students to experience learning through
'doing'.

Concrete learning

Slow learners often need something concrete, practical
and relevant when learning a skill or concept. Concrete
refers to something real and solid, something the children
know e.g. when learning addition, instead of giving the
children numbers to add together relate it to money. This
way the children have something ‘concrete’ with which
to learn addition skills. Making the learning relevant to
their lives and environment will also increase the interest
of the child and give the child something to relate the
concept to. This will make learning more relevant for
them and it will help them to remember the ideas and
concepts. Making connections between what the children
are learning and what they already know will remember.
With concrete and practical learning, it is possible to
break the learning into manageable steps for slow
learners, giving them the opportunity to achieve and
succeed in developing and learning new concepts.
Repetition

Teachers often become frustrated when they have to
repeat an instruction or idea over and over again. For
slow learners repetition is one way of helping them
understand, as it gives them more opportunities to listen
and understand the idea and concept being taught. They
sometimes benefit not only repetition of instructions but
also work as it gives them the opportunity for the idea
and concept to be reinforced, ensuring it becomes more
concrete in their memory.

Memory skills

Slow learners often have difficulties in remembering what
they have learnt or how to apply it to different situations.
When children are not able to remember ideas and
concepts already taught to them, they will begin to lose
confidence in their ability and learning. Therefore teaching
them memory skills will provide them with additional
skills to help them remember what they have learnt.
One way is by organizing the information, maybe a
Mind-Map, in a way relevant to the child, with pictures
for visualization, and space for future knowledge.
Mnemonics are a quick and fun way for children to
remember information and words. They are like secret
codes to help children recall information learnt e.g. Big
Elephants Can Always Understand Small Elephants
represents how to spell the word because.

Itis important to remember, it is not about the students
being slow but getting them to learn to the best of their
ability.
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Continued from page 17

Also those people who live in third countries have to
learn and then join together for our people.

Q. There are a few people who said “Our old
people (leaders) lead our young people to fight for
freedom.” What is your response to this?

A. Since the beginning, in 1948, Karen people
struggled for freedom through peaceful means, not
violence. They demonstrated politely, but U Nu
said “If you need self-determination you have to
fight. We fight to protect ourselves, not to confiscate
their land”.

Q. What do you see education in the refugee camp?
A. Education system in the camps is better than our
IDP areas, but some students do not take up the
opportunity and leave their school. Some parents
also ignore the importance of education, because
they sell their rice and it becomes inadequate. In
this case their sons or daughters have to go to out
side for work.

Q. What do you want to say to your young people?
A. We now are old. We hope for a better future for
them, but if our children’s education level is not
higher than the older generations, they can not
change or improve the situation. Therefore it is
important for many children to get a higher level of
education to improve our future.
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Reader Feedback
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The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
newsletter, wants to share certain experience, ideas and
information that we hope is useful for the development
of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
opinions and news to help us achieve this goal.

Please write below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
games, poems, experiences and anything else you
believe would be useful to share in this newsletter.
Make sure you include your name, date and place
that you live when you write to us. Please use a plain
piece of paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
send your puzzle game, please put the answer.

We are looking forward to hear from you!
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