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Food Shortages in Mutraw

District, More Students Leave
School

More than 5,500 villagers from 3 village tracts, Ler Mu
Plaw, Saw Mu Plaw and Pla Kho, were forced to
leave their villages and take refuge in Kay Pu and Na
Yoh Tah village tracts, after SPDC continually attacked
them in 1997. From 2006 to 2008, these village tracts
were repeatedly attacked, causing 5,286 villagers to
leave their belongings and run into the forest, becoming
Internally Displaced People (IDP). KORD (Karen Office
of Relief and Development) assistant Saw Htoo Klee
said, "Many people have been living in the forest for
many months and years, with only a few people able to
produce rice. Due to the natural disasters in 2009, their
feeding land was destroyed, leaving alot of people without
food."

According to information received from KORD, during
2006-2008 attacks in Kay Pu, Na Yoh Tah, Ler Mu
Plaw, Saw Mu Plaw, Yeh Mu Plaw and Pla Kho village
tracts resulted in 51 villages, 553 farms and 222 fields
being destroyed and 50 people were injured or killed.
People from Kay Pu and Na Yoh Tah village tract have
always been able to produce enough food for themselves
and people from Kler Lwee Htoo District and Karenni
State, but this situation changed when their villages
were attacked in 2006 by SPDC troops, destroying 18
villages and injuring over 3,000 people.

Saw Htoo Klee said, "Since 1997 when SPDC built a
carroad in the area, the village tracts can no longer live
there, so they had to move. When they reached Kay
Pu and Na Yoh Ta village tracts, the work had to be
shared so each person was able to contribute to the
amount of rice grown. Since the attacks in 2006, the
village tracts have become very narrow, with no places
to grow rice. The villagers are suffering from starvation.”
According to the KSEAG report in Mutraw District for
the 2009-10 academic year, 14 schools have closed
leaving 31 teachers and 326 students without a place to
learn. Due to the food shortage and starvation in Kay Pu
and Na Yoh Ta village tracts, the children who are
willing to attend school are unable to, and children who
were attending school have leftin order to find work, to
survive.

MTT (Mobile TeacherTrainers) coordinator Saw Mu
Htee traveled to the village in August and saw first hand
the impact of the shortages on the village. "This year,
because of the food shortages in Kay Pu and Na Yoh Ta
village tracts, about 13.19% of students have had to
leave school and find work, to survive."

Due to the food shortage and level of people suffering
from starvation in Kay Pu and Na Yoh Ta, local CBO's
(Community Based Organisations) came together in
September 2009 and formed a group called Hto Bee
Kah, to help alleviate their suffering.

Karen State EducationAssistance
Group(KSEAG) Collect School

Information

In June 2009 Karen State Education Assistant Group
(KSEAG) distributed school profile forms to local
Education leaders, to be completed within 4 months, to
comply with the KSEAG policy.

From 17t August until 12" September 2009, KSEAG
member were collecting the school profile forms, for
their school data base, from all 7 districts in Kawthoolei.

During this time, they not only collected school information
but observed the situation of the schools in Karen State.
They were also able to identify the increase number of
schools in some areas and a decrease in others.
KSEAG Assistant Saw Kho Lo Htoo said, "The reason
there is an increase in the number of schools is due to
local communities communicating and cooperating more
with each other. In the past there were only a few
KSEAG group members, limiting where we could travel
to collect the school information, including the number of
teachers and students. Schools were instructed to
complete the school profile form but we did not have
enough members to collect the information. But this year
we have more KSEAG group members, which enables
us to communicate better with local leaders, community
based organizations and education departments (KED).
Due to their hard work we have collected and organized
all the school statistics for 2009."

Karen Education Department's (KED) and KSEAG
policy states that there should be no more than 40 students
studying at primary level, KGA to Standard 2, in one
school. It also states the teacher student ratio should be
1teacherto 15 students.

There are many schools which comply with this policy
and are able to be registered as an individual school.
But there are some schools that do not have enough
students or teachers and are therefore not entitled to be
registered as an individual school. Saw Kho Lo Htoo
said, "We have negotiated with the local authority and
local education coordinators and have decided to monitor
these schools for 2 years. There is a possibility of these
schools joining a larger school, but remaining a separate
building, which will ensure they comply with KSEAG
policy."

KSEAG has provided each teacher in Kawthoolei with
asubsidy of 2,000 Thai Baht for the 2008-2009 academic
year, but have plans to increase this subsidy to 4,000
Thai Bahtin the future. Scott, KSEAG coordinator said,
"We are trying our best to provide 4,000 Baht to each
teacher, itis our dream, but at present, it is difficult for us
to find international supporters who will enable us to
achieve our goal. We will continue to try."

According to the school information collected during the
2008-2009 academic year, there were 71,157 students,
3,503 teachers and 1002 schools in Kawthoolei.
KSEAG member face many problems when distributing
the materials. Often the distance between the distribution
sites and schools is far, creating dangers for the people
who willingly transport the materials, often traveling for
over 4 days.

KSEAG members often have to travel through SPDC
sites, and over dangerous ground. This has been a
continuing problem but since the beginning of KSEAG,
all school materials and sports equipment have reached
their destinations safely and on time thanks to all the
community volunteers and members of KSEAG.

Kler Hsi Kho School Closes Due
to DKBA's Landmines

Kler Hsi Kho School is located in Mae Moie tract, Bu
Tho Township, Mutraw District. DKBA troops have
positioned landmines in the village, every night, for a
long time, forcing the school to close. They believe the
villagers have regular communications with KNU forces
and want to stop information reaching their enemies.

A Mobile Teacher Trainer, Thara Klo Wah, told Phgu
Pwgo of DKBA's activities in the eastern region of Bu
Tho Township, in Bwa Der, Kaw Pu and Pa Hai village
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tracts. They are concentrating on the eastern region
because there are many teak trees, which they will be
able to trade and build new business agreements with.
This has forced many villagers to leave their village,
escaping to neighbouring village tracts. There were
difficulties finding teachers for Kler Si Kho School because
many people have left and others are afraid of DKBA and
SPDC troops.

Thara Klo Wah said, "Now DKBA troops have stopped
laying landmines, but parents face a difficulty of finding a
teacher mid way through the school year, resulting in the
closure of the school. During the 2008-2009 academic
year, according to the KSEAG database, there were 16
students and a single teachers, teaching to Standard 2 at
Kler Hsi Kho village.

Thai Government to Provide
Education to Refugee Children

Thailand’s Ministry of Education is drawing up a proposal
for the cabinet to initiate an education system for migrant,
refugee and stateless children, according to the United
States Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI).
Weerawit Tienchainan, Director of the USCRI said that
currently the group is holding discussions with the Thai
Minister of Education.

The ministry will propose to the cabinet to start an
education system for migrants, stateless children and
refugee students from neighbouring countries. “We
discussed that the Thai government should take the
responsibility for the education of the children in refugee
camps along the Thailand-Burma border. The minister
agreed to involve refugee children in the new education
system, to be provided for every child in the country,”
Tienchainan said. Currently, education for refugee students
in the camps is being provided by non-governmental
organizations.

The Thai government has been trying to organize short
Thai-language courses but has failed to include children.
Chaiwut Bannawat, Thailand’s Deputy Education Minister
insisted that “the new education policy of Thailand will
provide every child in the kingdom with child and human
rights principles.” Chaiwut said the group includes
stateless children, who are mostly tribal children living in
the countryside, particularly in northern Thailand. These
are children whose parents are migrant workers.
Chaiwut also thanked both national and international non-
governmental organizations for taking care of these
children. However, he urged the organizations to include
local children around the camps and in the countryside,
who need support to improve their quality of life. He
added that currently, the Ministry of Education is drafting
aregulation for cabinet approval, which will provide equal
education opportunity for every child in the country so
that they can access public schooling without exception.
According to Weerawit currently there are about 70,000
refugees under the age of 18, who should be in schools.
“The Thai government’s initiative marks a significant
progress,” he added.

However, Chumpon Srisang, Director of the Education
Department inTak province said there are several learning
centres for migrant childrenin five districts of the province
near the border, which are operating illegally. While these
centres take care of more than 10,000 students in the
area, the Department of Tak Province, said in Mae Sot
district, opposite Burma’s Myawaddy, alone, there are
more than a hundred learning centres.

(ThisArticle was taken from Mizzima)

Mobile Teacher Trainers Complete
their Second Cycle in the Field

Mobile Teacher Trainers began their second cycle inthe
field in June until September. They have returned to
Hkoe Hkay area to receive additional skills and prepare
for their third cycle, beginning in October.

During their time visiting schools, they had observed
many more parents willing to be involved in their
children's education and cooperation between the teachers
and parents has improved since participating in Parental
involvement in education training held in March.

A MTT from Doo Tha Htoo District, who wishes to
remain anonymous, said, "l predicted and planned for
200 parents to attend my Parental involvement in
education training, but when | gave the training, at 3
different sites, more than 400 parents attended.”

More and more parents are becoming interested in
participating in the training, which was first organised in
2007, raising the awareness of the parent's responsibilities
for their child's education.

During the first MTT cycle, they prepared training
materials and delivered trainings, focused on lesson
presentation, parental involvement in education,
evaluation and COPE (Creating Opportunities for
Physiological Enhancement)

Thara Gay Htoo, a Mobile Teacher Trainer from Kler
Lwee Htoo District, who provided evaluation training
this cycle, said, "I planned for 38 teachers to attend my
training and was very happy to see 75 teachers there."
He added, "Before we planned the training topics we
asked the teachers if it was possible to give training,
because there are many security problems when
traveling to the site. They said they wanted the training
and as it began, more and more teachers arrived."
Mobile TeacherTrainers year is divided into 3 cycles,
February to April, June to September, October to January.

Yu Loh and K'mu Loh School Re-
open

Yu Loh and K'mu Loh School are located in Brigade 3,
Moo Township, Kler Lwee Htoo District and have been
closed since SPDC began attacks in Kler Lwee Htoo
Districtin 2006. This year, after 3 years, the schools
hhave reopened.

The 2 villages are located along the border of Kler Lwee
Htoo and Taungoo Districts, and are home to a Sub-
Karen group called Moh Nay Pwa, who are traditional
Animists.

Thara Nay Kaw, a Mobile Teacher Trainers in Kler
Lwee Htoo District, recalls, "When SPDC attacked
Taungoo and Kler Lwee Htoo Districts in 2006, these 2
villages had to move and live with other villages along
the border, called Ma La Daw, Moh Ken Tha Per Koh,
Kana Zoe Bin and Th'Bwya Nyuit. As they are traditional
Animists, they wanted to return to their original villages
to celebrate traditional Animist festivals, but were unable
to do so. They therefore demonstrated, throughAnimism,
their want to return to their original villages."

As Thara Nay Kaw told Phru Pwgo in 2009, they were
able to return to their original villages, as they were
unable to live away from them any longer. When they
returned, they reopened Yu Loh and K'mu Loh School,
where their children are able to learn, once more.
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East Timor Educaton After 10

Years of Independence

East Timor, also known as the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste, is the eastern part of the island of
Timor, situated in South-East Asia, between the
South China Sea and the Indian Ocean. It has a
population of over a million, which has increased
dramatically since gaining independence in 2002,
and becoming part of the United Nations. There
are over 10 ethnic groups in East-Timor, divided
into larger 3 larger groups; Austronesian (Malayo-
Polyesian), Papuan and a small Chinese group.
Of the Austroneasian group, Tetum are the largest
group, and are found in the north coast around
Dili, the capital city.

In November 1975, East Timor declared themselves
independent, after being under Portuguese control
since the 16™ century, only to be invaded by
Indonesia 9 days later. Indonesia occupied East-
Timor, with military rule and violence, until 1999
when the United Nations sponsored referendum of
self-determination resulted in Indonesia
relinquishing control. East-Timor achieved formal
independence on 20" May 2002.

East-Timor's second president since becoming an
independent state, Jose Ramos-Horta, was a key
figure in their campaign for independence. 3 days
before Indonesia was invaded, Jose Ramos-Horta
fled his homeland and spent the next 24 yearsin
exile. Whilst in exile, he continued to fight for his
people, using non-violent methods. He met with
foreign governments and United Nations to ensure
the world was aware of the situation in East-Timor.
In 1994 he visited Manerplaw to discuss the situation
in East-Timor and get advice from the Karens. Shwe
Ya Hai, former leader of Karen Education
Department, who attended the meeting, recalls Jose
Ramos-Horta sharing negotiation skills and
explaining the process with the Karens and
supporting their cause. Later, they were to meet
again in Australia, where discussions focused on
diplomacy, at the UN level. Strong alliances were
forged withAung San Suu Kyi and the Karens and
he continues to support their cause. In 1996 Jose
Ramos-Horta and Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes
Belo received Nobel Prizes for their efforts to gain
freedom peacefully. He continues to strive to
improve his country's education and economic
situation, but knows it will be a difficult and long
process.

Formal schooling was introduced under the
Portuguese control but their investment in education
was minimal, as it was aimed at the elite of the

population, not for the ethnic minorities and rural
communities. In 1941 the government handed over
most of the education to the Catholic Church, who
organized schools, curriculum and the teachers,
with the language of education being Portuguese.
After World War Il, primary and secondary
education levels rose, but they were still low in
comparison with neighboring countries. In 1973 it
was estimated that 93% of the population were
illiterate. Few Timorese had access to education
and only 39 students attended universities.
When Indonesia occupied East-Timor they banned
the use of Portuguese language especially in
education and introduced the Indonesia curriculum
into all schools. They invested in educational
buildings, books and teacher, but most teachers in
Timorese schools were Indonesian causing
problems for both teachers and students. During
this time, primary education improved greatly, but
secondary education only made minor
developments. Through education the Timorese
culture and traditions were being repressed and
controlled.

The government introduced an assimilation policy,
where minority groups gradually adopted the
customs and attitudes of the Indonesian culture, in
education. This included using the Indonesian
language and the Pancasila ideology, which
demanded the respect for the Indonesian patriotic
symbols and the broadcasting of a new version of
history. Some Timorese refused to adhere to this
policy and in 1994 the Department of Education
and Culture published some of the text books in
Tetum language, the language of the largest ethnic
group and let 20% of the curriculum be based on
local knowledge and skills. At this time, it was
compulsory for all children up to the age of 15
years old to enroll in school, but there were no
mechanisms to enforce this rule, and many children
never enrolled.

The number of students, who did enroll, was well
below the enrollment levels of Indonesia. Often
children's education was disrupted with the need
for food and shelter, and many never attended
school at all. The gap between the attendance of
students from urban and rural areas grew wider at
higher level of education. For those who graduated
and wished to further their studies, they had to
travel to Indonesia, as there were no further
education facilities in East-Timor. Few students
studied in Indonesian Universities as they did not
want to leave their homeland and the cost of further
education kept rising.

In 1999, when 78% of the votes had been cast for
independence, Indonesian loyalists began a
rampage of destruction. Over 90% of the school
buildings were severely damaged or destroyed,
over 300,000 people were forced into West Timor
as refugees and three-quarters of the remaining
population were made homeless. The nation lost
20% of their primary teachers and 80% of
secondary teachers, as the violence escalated,
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with no hope of them returning. During the transition
period, between 1999 and 2002, the administration
created 5 objectives for education which included
restarting schools as quickly as possible, recruiting
teachers; rebuilding the administrative and
management structure of education and dealing
with a range of policy and deliverance issues.
The World Bank granted funds for school repairs
and training of teachers to help reestablish school
structures. During this time the education system
was under the control of the National Council of
Timorese Resistance, the United National Transition
administration and UNICEF collectively until local
elections were held in 2002. In October 2001, the
start of a new academic year, 240,000 primary
and secondary students, a third of East-Timor's
population, returned to school. This sudden
increase was due to a new found optimism of an
independent state, and the temporary abolishment
of school fees.

Many of the new students were from rural areas
and had never attended school before and
welcomed the opportunity to learn. At the same
time, the first Minister of Education was appointed,
Armindo Maia, who began preparing for the future
of East-Timor's education system.

One of the first decisions the new government made
was to make education a top priority for
development, and it was placed on the National
Development Plan, to help alleviate poverty and
help economic growth. There were 8 key program
goals including improving the quality of education
provided to students, expanding access to
education, promoting non-formal education and
adult literacy, encouraging the involvement in East-
Timor's culture and arts and developing a tertiary
education system.

Before independence, Indonesian was the
language of education; speaking, reading and
writing. Since independence the government
decided to return to using Portuguese as the
language of education, and include the Tetum
language (of which there are many different
dialects), which is spoken by approximately 91%
of population.

Approximately 90% of people under the age of 30
are fluent in Indonesian, and 50% of people over
the age of 30. This has caused many problems as
students have to adjust to learning in a new
language, making it difiicult for them to study, as
they are studying in their third or fourth language.
Also teachers have found the transition difficult, as
they lacked the skills for teaching in a language
they and the students were not fluent in. Portuguese
language lessons were offered to teachers, to
develop their understanding and use of the
language, but is it enough to be able to teach
competently?

The new education system implemented in East-
Timor consists of 6 years in primary school and 6
years in secondary school, but only half of the
children complete a basic education. Over the past

7 years, the population has increased due to
refugees returning to their homelands and the
birthrates increasing, causing many problems for
schools and teachers, as they are unable to cope
with the growing number of students in their class.
Due to the lack of skilled professionals in East-
Timor, scholarships to study abroad have been
introduced, to create more skilled and
knowledgeable professionals to assist in developing
East-Timor's education and health systems.
Vocational and technical courses have also been
introduced for older students to develop much
needed practical skills. Women's literacy classes
have also been established in the rural areas, to
encourage women of all ages to learn, providing
them with skills to improve their future.

Many students are being sent to Indonesia for their
education, if they have the funds, as they will be
able to continue their studies in their most fluent
language, Indonesian.

Even though schools have been replaced and
repaired, many are still inadequate for children to
learn in, with few resources. Therefore attending
school in Indonesia offers the students a better
quality of facilities and level of education.

After 10 years of independence how has the
education system developed?

East-Timor is still the poorest country in Asia and it
faces many challenges to build an effective education
system, butit has made progress. It will take time to
improve the rate of illiteracy and provide a
meaningful curriculum for all citizens.

More children are attending school and receiving
a basic level of education; teachers are being
trained to develop their skills of teaching; education
has been nationally identified as an important way
to improve the life of Timorese people and some
school materials are provided to every school, in
Portuguese and Tetum. There are also more
educational opportunities available for all Timorese
now, and recognizing the importance of education
is developing.

They are able to use the knowledge and skills
learnt from working with United Nations
organizations and Non-Government Organisations,
and are now able to use them to focus on a system
which is appropriate and useful for all the people in
East-Timor, ensuring all citizens flourish universally.
Jos Ramos-Horta never gave up his hope of an
independent East-Timor, and a peaceful life for all
Timorese people.

He built many friendships, including with the Karens,
and showed it is important to never give up on our
hopes and have faith in our cause. The path to
independence is never easy but there must always
be optimism and a beliefin what can change, using
non-violent methods. Karen people are able to
learn from the struggle for East-Timor's
independence, being aware of the difficulties an
independent education system in post-independent
times can be to organize and sustain.
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You will be Always with us

(The life of Th'ramu Loytee)

Th'ramu Loytee was a Karen women devoted to
improving Karen education, giving the new
generation opportunities that were not avaliable to
her. As a child she was independent person as
her mother Th'ramu Ginger remembers, "Since
she was 9 years old she was very self confident,
and independent. When she washed clothes or
cooked she did it by herself, she didn't like to depend
on others." As well as being independent, she
recognized the importance of education and always
strived to become top of her class. Even through
difficult times her desire to continue studying and
learn intensified. During her time at school she not
only learnt academic skills, but also life skills which
gave her the opportunity to develop her leadership
skills as she was always willing to lead and organize
group activities and competitions.

These skills were vital for her work in later life. She
was unable to continue studying, after graduation
high school, as there were no higher education
facilities available, therefore she continued to learn
new skills and languages independently.

In 2000 Th'ramu Loytee began working for ZOA
as a ProjectAssistant until 2006/7 when she became
Deputy Program Manager. She was quickly
promoted to Program Manager in 2008, with
additional responsibility in 2009, of Country Director.
She joined ZOA to ensure students in the refugee
camps, along the Thai-Burma border, were offered
more education opportunities and a higher level of
education. ZOA began working with KED in 1998
to develop the education system within the refugee
camps. At first this co-operation was fraught with
difficulties and over time became more productive
and meaningful. Th'ramu Loytee acted as a bridge
between the 2 organizations, ensuring everyone
worked together for the students.

Throughout her time working for ZOA her dedication
and enthusiasm for raising the standard of education
for the Karen people influenced many others. Due
to this enthusiasm and dedication she was
recognized by her ZOA colleagues and other
educational organizations, as being the 'Mother of
Education', said Th'ra Honest Roger, Operation
Support Manager- ZOA.

Th'ramu Loytee had high expectations when
joining ZOA, and aimed high as she believed
anything was possible if you tried hard enough
and could overcome barriers that arose. She
observed students in the refugee camp, who had
passed high school, but were unable to attend Thai
Universities as the Thai educational authorities did
not recognize the camp education system. This
saddened her and she aimed to improve
relationships between MoE (Ministry of Education)
and Camp Education authorities in order for the
camp education system to be formally recognized
in Thailand.

She believed not everyone was academically
minded and some students were more interested
in Vocational skills. She therefore aimed to initiate
vocational training in refugee camps for those
students, of any age, to develop their practical skills.

Throughout her time at ZOA, Th'ramu Loytee
achieved many of her aims. Before 2000 there
was no communication between camp education
authorities and the Thai MoE, with each authority
focused on their individual education systems. Over
time with Th'ramu Loytee's help, a relationship
between them developed, making the Thai
education authorities aware of what was happening
in the refugee camps. This process has been slow
but it's productive, and they are presently
discussing ways in which the MoE can recognize
the camp education system allowing high school
graduators to continue their studies.

In 2003, Vocational Training centers were
introduced to the refugee camps, in collaboration
with Thai MoE. Thai vocational trainers visited camp
and provided ToT to many teachers, who in turn
deliver the skills directly to the students. Cooking,
sewing, weaving, Auto mechanic and computer
classes are now provide in every camp along the
border, with graduation certificates provided by
the Thai MoE. Many students of differing ages,
have learnt traditional and new skills from this
program which they will be able to use to improve
their future life.

Th'ramu Loytee's achievements are due to her
dedication relationship and leadership skills.
Th'ramu Polly, Curriculum and Text book
coordinator ZOA, said, " | have worked closely
with Loytee since 2001 and she demonstrated she
loved her staff more than herself. She didn't reject
staff because of their lack of qualifications she
believed in their ability to learn and develop, and
allocated relevant responsibilities to meet their
skills."

She spent time bringing together organization from
different spectrums of education to work
collaboratory with together, to improve the
education provided in the camps. Even as a young
girl she showed signs of becoming a leader, and
over the years has developed these skills into a
show and follow technique. All of her colleagues,
friends and acquaintances responded positively
to this technique and often tried to imitate it. Tim
Moffatt, from Drum Publication Group, commented
on her leadership and management style. " | must
admit it took me a while to get use to her
management style which later, | grew to
appreciate.”

Th'ramu Ler Htoo, KTWG coordinator, describes
her as being a charismatic leader who was able to
lead with enthusiasm and confidence. At 5:00 am
on 5th June 2009, Th'ramu Loytee was traveling
to Mae Sariang when she became a victim of a car
accident, which sadly took her life.

Many people are shocked and sadden by this
incident. Th'ra Kelly, Program manager ZOA, said,
"Th'ramu Loytee has left 3 children behind, but in
reality she has left hundreds of children behind,
and friends."

She achieved so much for the Karen people
through her work with ZOA, even if she is unable
to see the final result. Th'ramu Say Naw, Deputy
Program Manager ZOA, said, " We will continue to
work towards the visions which Th'ramu Loytee
struggled to accomplish until they are achieved."
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How do Children Start Learning
Indigenous Knowledge?

There are many ways of learning Indigenous
Knowledge from a variety of people, who live in
different places and with different social
environments. Some live in towns, in mountains
and by the sea. This article will look at how people
who live in the mountains learn and transfer their
Indigenous Knowledge. Indigenous People are
very resourceful and only need shops and
supermarkets to buy salt, as all other food types
are found within their environment. As most plants
and vegetables are not grown in gardens,
knowledge is needed to identify them in the
surrounding forests and how they can be used.
This is one of the basic knowledge requirements of
Indigenous people, along with weaving cloth. Boys
and girls living in the same family and society need
to acquire different skills from different people. Young
boys are taught by older males and young girls
are taught by older females.

Boys learning traditional skills

To achieve and acquire Indigenous skills, all
materials and equipment to complete the task need
to be found in the forests. Young boys should learn
the vital skills from the elder men in their community,
observing and copying their actions as when they
reach adulthood they would have learnt 40% of
the skills they will need to survive in their community.
For example, when a child sees an elder shooting
a bird with a bow they will try to copy their actions.
First they will make the bow from bamboo and
practice using it to shoot flies, butterflies and other
small insects. As they get older, they will develop
their technique and bow, and be able to start
shooting animals they can eat. Whilst they are
looking after cows and buffalos or working on the
farm, they will be able to start aiming at the birds.
They then progress to shooting larger birds and
animals. This is one traditional skill which boys can
use to sustain life in their communities.

Weaving for boys

Boys begin weaving at an early age, with strips of
bamboo which elders have discarded. They play
and practice with these strips until they are
successful. Young boys are amazed at the different
colours of the bamboo strips, and are pleased to
go into the forests with their parents to collect
bamboo. Most boys are enthusiastic to learn the
process of traditional weaving and to develop their
skills until they become experts.

Girls learning traditional skills

Girls who live in the mountains are usually happy
to collect food, especially vegetables and fish. When
they are 4-5 years old, they are allowed to follow
the older women a short distance from their village,
and wait until they return with fish and vegetables
for their dinner. Gradually they are allowed to follow
them to the river and are encouraged to play with
the fishinthe water. Ifthere are few fish, they pretend

afloating leaf is the fish. When they are 10 years
old they are able to catch their own fish and frogs.
Young girls follow their mothers and grandmothers
into the forest and look for specific leaves or plants.
Eventually they begin collecting a range of leaves
and plants and bringing them to their mother and
grandmother, to choose which ones are useful and
interesting, the rest are thrown away. When girls
are 10 years old, they are already aware of 50%
of the plants people usually eat, including poisonous
leaves.

Girls learning traditional weaving

In most Indigenous communities girls are the most
important people as they can cook and weave
clothes for their family and even the whole village.
Girls will learn to weave, step-by-step, until they
are able to weave beautiful patterns into their cloth.
The girls use the veins of the banana leaf to practice
their weaving skills, copying from the elders. By
the age of 10 years old, most children are able to
weave well using the veins and then progress to
using thread, using their free time to practice.
When women cut the bark of the tree, young girls
are curious about the tree, asking many questions;
until they are satisfied they know everything about
the tree. This takes time.

Traditional skills for boys and girls
Traditional knowledge, including culture, music and
poems, are passed to children from the elders in
the village, either through celebrations or direct
learning, throughout their childhood into adulthood.
Children who are interested in these concepts are
not shy and are able to understand traditional
celebrations through participation. Money is not
needed to learn traditional and indigenous
knowledge, just time.

How to maintain traditional and
indigenous knowledge?

Boys and girls need to maintain an active
relationship with their parents and community in
order to learn traditional, indigenous knowledge.
Communities need to encourage children, schools
and parents to continue practicing traditional
knowledge, demonstrating the importance of
traditional skills for the next generation. llliterate
people are also able to teach and encourage
children, as even though they are not well educated
in schools they have their own skills and expertise
which is valuable for the next generation.
Indigenous knowledge, such as dance, poem and
life-skills are very valuable for children so teachers
need to encourage them to learn. In modern times,
people ignore traditional celebrations as they are
not interested in or do not understand them, but
children need to be presuaded and motivated to
participate, to maintain their traditional and
indigenous culture. Community, parents and
teachers have a responsibility to ensure traditional
indigenous culture and knowledge is passed down
to the next generation.
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Saw Lah Htoo Thein was born in Hsaw Law Au
village in 1978. When he was 2 years old, his
parents escaped from SPDC torture and travelled
to a village a long the Salween River. They stayed
here until 1995, when they crossed the border
and entered Klo Pak refugee camp. In the following
years, they moved to Mae Ka Kee and then Mae
La Oon refugee camp, never returning to their
village. He continues to live in Mae La Oon camp
and has become the Educational Coordinator.
Phru Pwgo interviewed him about the education
system in Mae La Oon camp.

Q. Please explain what education is like in Mae La
Oon camp?

A. In our camp, education is changing because of
outside influences, especially the resettlement
programme. Students, teachers, Headmasters and
Education committee members are applying to
resettle, because they have lived here for many
years and nothing has changed for them, there
are no opportunities for self-development, and they
constantly face difficulties with life in the camps, with
no sense of satisfaction. Instead of solving their
problems, they are resettling to a third country,
leaving camp life behind them. Even though some
teachers remain in camp and teach, their skill and
ability level are lower than their counterparts outside
the camps. They are applying to resettle, to learn
more, continue their studies and better themselves.
The students are resettling as they are following
their parents, who applied for the whole family, to
give their children a chance to further their studies
in another country.

Q. What do you think is the main reason why people
are resettling to a third country?

A. I think itis due to the situation in Burma always
changing and the limitations in the refugee camps.
The refugee camps along the border have been
established for many years now and even though
many gain an education here, the qualification is
not recognised internationally, making it difficult for
students to study further. People who have lived
many years in the camps are unable to achieve
their aim and feel it will be better to live in a third
country rather than remain in the camps. For the
older generation, they don't want their family facing
the problems and difficulties they encountered living
in Burma and the refugee camps, therefore they
enter the resettlement programme.

Q. I'have heard some people are losing faith in the
Karen revolution, causing them to resettle to a third
country. What is your thought on this issue?

A. 1think many people are going to a third country,
not because they have lost hope in the revolution,
but they want a better future for their children, an
opportunity for self-development or a chance to
gain a citizenship indentification. Most are tired of
living in a refugee camp and want a better life in a
different country. Some people who resettle
continue to help the Karen people, either from a
new country or return to help in the camps,
supporting the struggle for freedom and a peaceful

future. This is the reason why | still feel people
believe in the revolution and soon we will be
successful. | still believe in the revolution and |
have never heard of any revolutionaries losing
their faith. | would like to say to all the people staying,
please keep thinking positively of our revolution
and all those involved in trying to bring us freedom
and peace. We have always had successes in our
revolution and itimportant to keep your faith in our
leaders and strive for an independent country with
freedom, unity and peace, like other countries.
Q. Teachers are now in the refugee camps, in
Karen State and in third countries, weakening our
network of teachers. How do you think we can
make the network stronger?

A. Allteachers in refugee camps, Karen State and
third countries need to be able to communicate with
each other, offering support, encouragement and
advice to improve our level of education. The most
important thing would be for the teachers in camp
and Karen State to be able to meet once a year to
share their experiences and the difficulties they
encounter in their everyday teaching. It would be
an opportunity for them to come together and
discuss how they could improve the education
system for our people. For the future, if we want
our teachers to be properly qualified and prepared
to teach, we need to provide them with constant
training and support. In the camps, the number of
teachers is decreasing but there are still the same
amount of students. This has caused a problem as
we don't have enough teachers for every school;
therefore we need to reduce the number of schoals,
so each school has enough teachers for the
students. Karen State and camp teachers are a
vital part of continuing our own traditional ways.
Education is one of our country’s basic needs to
ensure we achieve success.

Q. Qualified teachers are resettling to third
countries, how do you think you will be able to
replace them?

A. New teachers are filling the places of resettled
teachers, but they do not have the skills to teach
their subjects effectively, affecting the students
learning. Itis therefore important to remember these
teachers are teaching to their standard and if we
want higher level of education we need to train the
teachers we have now, to teach to that standard.
This will be beneficial to the teachers and the
students.

Q. Some students and teachers in the camps are
complaining of replacement teachers who are
unable speak Karen and teach effectively. Is this
happening in Mae La Oon?

A. In some camps there are complaints about new
teachers, there are a few in Mae La Oon. In my
opinion, if they are unable to speak the language
needed for the students they can't teach effectively.
Some students said they were afraid of not passing
their exams because they couldn’t understand the
teachers, as they spoke in Burmese. Itis also very

Continues on page 17
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Interview with Saw Lah Htoo Thein
Continued from page 15

difficult for them to communicate with these teachers
as many students don't know Burmese, and they
feel very uncomfortable not studying in Karen. |
believe these teachers are coming to the camps,
becoming teachers, in order to resettle to a third
country. Butthey are replacing leaving teachers,
'something is better than nothing'. It does give the
students who want to learn Burmese an opportunity
to study with a native speaker.

Q. If you were given the opportunity to resettle,
would you?

A. 1think if  was given the opportunity | would go,
but | don't really want to but | can't do much here.
| have lost my dream and cannot achieve my goal,
soif | do resettle | will have the chance to achieve
my goal and not live in a refugee camp. | left my
home in Karen State a long time ago and cannot
ever go back, and | have been living in different
refugee camps for such along time now | am finding
it hard to continue working here. There are no
opportunities' for me to improve myself here and |
feel as though | have fewer rights than a person
should have.

| don't know which country | am a citizen of
anymore; | have no identification, either Burmese,
Thai or Karen. I know | am Karen because all my
ancestors are Karen but | have nothing to prove it.
In my opinion, all humans are entitled to be a citizen
of country, and | want that for me and my family. |
would go to give my son a chance for a better
education, so he can achieve an internationally
recognized qualification.

Q. Is there anything else you would like to say?
A. 1 would like to say to all Karen's, When we dive
into the water, we need to dive until we reach the
sand, and when we climb the tree, we need to
climb it until we reach the fruit." Many people are
working for our people, giving their time and
expertise to improve the situation for all Karen's,
and they are criticized. Working is better than
sitting, doing nothing and judging other people
without doing anything ourselves.
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Parent Involvement in Education

Parents are the key influence in their child's life and
have a lot of skills and knowledge which are valuable
to schools and the students but often they are not
used. Even if the parents are illiterate or have a
low level of education, they are valuable resources
that should be utilized to provide the best future for
their child and school.

What is parental involvement in education?

Parental involvement is when a parent becomes
actively involved in their child's learning. This can
take place in a variety of ways depending on how
much time they have free and their level of
confidence in their own ability, worth and skills. For
many parents all their time is spent working in the
fields, taking care of their family and there is little
free time to become involved in their child's
education.

Some parents also feel the school doesn't need
their help, as either they have a low level of
education , they speak a different language or are
culturally different but all these factors can be
overcome by the communication which takes place
between the parents, teachers and school
members.

Some parents ask their children to work instead of
attending school, as they believe working is more
important than getting an education but teachers
and school committees are able to use their influence
and knowledge to change their perspective on
education and teach them the real importance of
education.

Why is it important for parents to be involved
in their child's education?

Itis important for parents to know about their child's
education and how the school is managed, as this
will have a lasting impact on their child's future.
They need to be aware of what is happening in
school so they can support them when they return
home.

If a child has the support and involvement of their
parents, they are more aware of the importance of
education. It raises the self-esteem of both the parent
and child when the parents are involved in their
education, as it shows they are valuing what they
are learning, doing and are preparing themselves
for a better future.

To reach higher education the children will need
the continuing support from their parents. When
children observe their parents taking part in their
education, it makes them try harder to achieve their
goals, and with their support, their attendance rate
willimprove and there is less chance they will drop
out of education.

They will know their parents believe in them
therefore they will rise to the challenge and complete
their work and homework to the best of their ability.

Parents also get a feeling of self-worth when they
are involved in their child's education, responding
to their child's reaction and responses.

Through parental encouragement, students feel a
sense of worth, with their self-esteem and
confidence increasing. Their behaviour is better
and they will be able to prepare themselves for a
better future with the support of their parents.
Through parental involvement, the teachers and
school also receive extra support and
encouragement, raising their confidence and self-
esteem. With this support teachers will feel valued
and more inclined to continue teaching, rather than
finding a different job.

How can parents become involved in their
child's education?

Schools also need to encourage parents’
participation and encourage them to be involved
as much as they can. Communication is the key to
building any relationship, and open and
encouraging communication is the most successful
way to involve parents in their child's education.
Teachers can encourage parents to come to school
and help in class, building relationships with school
members and the community. They can join the
school committee and take an active role in the
governance and decision making for planning,
developing and providing education in the school.
Parents can offer many things including sharing
their experiences and expertise, their time and
support. They are able to teach children life-skills,
cooking, nutrition, construction etc, and this need to
be valued by the school and encouraged.
Through parents teacher meetings they will be
aware of their child's progress and behaviour and
be able to support teachers with disruptive
behaviour. Inviting parents to become members of
the school committee, or take responsibility for
school activities will make them aware of their
usefulness and show they are valued.

When teachers and parents cooperate and work
together, it is easier to support the learning from
school at home. Through discussion and
questioning, parents are able to raise their
awareness of whatis being learnt and areas where
additional support is needed.

Parents can encourage their child to go to the
library, help them with homewaork, listen to them
read and read to them. They can celebrate success
and achievements the child has at school and
continually praise them when appropriate. This will
demonstrate their interest in what their child is
learning and highlight the advantages of education.
Conclusion

If parents are supporting their child's learning and
education, the child will become more aware of the
importance of gaining an education and try harder
to achieve their goals and capabilities.

This will provide them with more opportunities for
their future.

Research has shown parents who are involved
with their child's education, in whatever capacity,
are building the foundations for a better educated
child. It is therefore vital that all parents are
encouraged to be involved in their child's education.
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The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
newsletter, wants to share certain experience, ideas and
information that we hope is useful for the development
of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
opinions and news to help us achieve this goal.

Please write below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
games, poems, experiences and anything else you
believe would be useful to share in this newsletter.
Make sure you include your name, date and place
that you live when you write to us. Please use a plain
piece of paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
send your puzzle game, please put the answer.

We are looking forward to hear from you!

KTWG P.O Box39 Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110 Thailand.
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" I've learned that people will forget
what you said, people will forget what
you did, but people will never forget
how you made them feel.”

- Maya Angelou

i Warm Welcome to Zoa Refugee Care aff
KEP Workshop
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