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13 Schools in Ler Doh Township
Find Difficulties Collecting Their

School Materials

In January 2010 SPDC (State Peace Development
Council) troops attacked Ler Doh Township, burning
villages and schools, causing more than 2,000 villagers,
teachers and students to become IDP (Internally Displace
people). This has caused difficulties for villagers to rebuild
schools and villages in this area. Saw Wah Say,
Educational Coordinator for Ler Doh Township said |
am really upset this year, because we are now hiding in
the jungle. Also, students and parents are becoming
disconnected with each other. Itis difficult to co-orporate
with each other, as they have to struggle for their daily
life, soitis impossible to rebuild our schools and a place
to stay.”

Once a year, during the summer, KSEAG (Karen State
EducationAssistant Group) provides support for all Kaw
Thoo Lei schools, including school materials and
equipments, but the schools in Ler Doh Township have
been burntand have notbeen rebuilt yet. Therefore they
have faced difficulties when collecting their schools'
materials and equipments. “Now we are still living in
the jungle and we don't know how to organize the school
materials we received to reach us here. Firstly, we
need to find a safe place to stay and find food to live on.
That's why right now we are not able to take our schools
materials." He added.

Due to the SPDC attacks, some schools were not able
to provide end of year examinations, but some students
were able to take the exam in the jungle. Ateacher from
Mu Kee School, who wishes to remain anonymous,
said, “Some students never pass their exams. Due to
the situation, the students will be happy if we pass
everyone but we will not, because if they go to another
school and enter the higher Standard, they will not have
enough ability and knowledge to cope with the work
given. Thisis a big problem for us.”

Newly displaced people living in Ler Doh Township are
struggling to build new houses and organize food
provisions before the rainy season.

More Students Becoming Land
Mine Victims During Summer
Vacation

On 30th March, 2010, Saw Yo Poe, a 13 year old
student from Du Pa Leh primary school in Hsaw Hti
township, Kler Lwee Htoo district,was on his way to
harvest rice when he stepped on a landmine. Saw Say
Boh from KTWG reported, "It took two days to find
medical care after he stepped on the landmine. The
student is now receiving treatment and will survive.”
Another more fatal incident occurred in the second week
of February in TaAu Ni village, Bilin township, Doo Tha
Htoo district. Two children, Saw Aung Win and Saw
Min Oo, both 15 years old, were out hunting for frogs
when they found the landmine. Not knowing what the
object was, they picked it up and began playing with it.
They were killed instantly. Landmines are littered across
eastern Burma. The Committee for Internally Displaced
Karen People (CIDKP) has organized Mine Risk
Education (MRE) since 2006. However, due to the
wide and abundant use of landmines by all military
groups, the number of landmine cases continues to
increase. Saw Peter, a CIDKP's Mine Risk Education
coordinator, explains, “If there is a intensive fighting in

an area, you will see more and more land mines. We
educate villagers to mark the place that they see
landmines —not to handle them themselves. Villagers
are told to inform the village leader or village responsible
person. We also give first aid training for dealing with
landmine victims to the villagers."

During the summer vacation period, from March to May,
students are more mobile outside of the village which
increases the risk of them becoming the next landmine
victim.

Burma Army Discharge Mortars
into School, Students Killed and
Injured

A source from the District Office in Mutraw said, Burma
Army Tactical Operation Command(TOC) #2, Military
Operation Command(MOC) #21 and Light Infantry
Battalion(LIB) #387 encamped on T'ro Kyoe mountain
fired mortars into Thay Thoo Khee IDP(Internally
Displaced People) village on the 19th February at 09:47,
The mortars hit the school where 1 student was killed
and 2 students were injured.

Saw Robin Htoo, 15 years old, was killed instantly
while Saw Hsar P'trer Htoo and Saw Eh Kaw Taw,
both 8 years old, suffered an injured arm and leg.
P'doh Pah Gaw, a Minister of Forest Ministry said,
"BurmaArmy encamped their troops near IDP villages
and they discharge mortars once or twice everyday."
Thay Thoo Khee is a primary school which has 48
students and 4 teachers.

KNFEP Closes After 13 Years

Karen Northern Further Education Program (KNFEP),
which was formed in 1997 at Mae Kah Khee (Mae
Kong Kah) Karen refugee camp, closed their school on
24th February, 2010. Saw Lah Htoo, Mae La Oon
Education Head, who was also a former student of
KNFEP, said " Our school which has been running for
13 years and produced 12 graduation classes, closes
this year."

Karen Refugee Committee Education Entity (KRCEE)
has re-organized all the post-ten schools in Karen Refugee
camps along Thai-Burma Border so that they are able to
monitor school curriculum and management. Teachers
and administrators of KNFEP will continue to work for
the new school under IHE's(Institute of Higher
Education) supervision. KNFEP school ran for 6 years
at Mae Kah Khee and then moved to Pway Baw Lu
(Mae La Oon) in 2004, when the refugee camp was
relocated.

FPC Will Use IHE Curriculum
Asource fromthe DHE (Department of Higher Education)
said, FPC (Future Preparatory Course) which is based
in Htam Hin Karen Refugee Camp, will begin using the
IHE (Institute of Higher Education) curriculum at the
start of the new academic year, 2010-2011.

Saw Law Eh Moo, secretary of DHE said, "We are
happy FPC will be using the IHE curriculum as it will
help towards providing a standardize Post-10 education
for all refugees in the camps. It will also assist KRCEE
(Karen Refugee Committee Education Entity) in
monitoring the schools throughout the refugee camps.”
"Over half the post-ten schools in the camps are not
following the IHE framework and curriculum. Due to
this high percentage we will organize a meeting in April
with post-ten school principals and discuss how we can
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cooperate better in the future with those who are not using
the IHE curriculum.” Added Saw Law Eh Moo.

The IHE curriculum contains General English, Reading
and Writing, Social Studies, Science, Math, Karen
(compulsory), Thai or Burmese, Orientation for Higher
Education, Philosophy of Education, Physical Education
and Computer skills.

133 IDP Students Flee Attacks but
Still Sit Exams in the Jungle

133 students from Htee Nya Lee Day middle and Htee
Baw Hta nursery school who were forced to flee Burma
Army attacks in early February joined together to finish
their school year and sit their final exams under the trees
inthe jungle.

Saw Baw Boe, from the Free Burma Rangers (FBR),
said, "This is exam season, even though teachers and
students are hiding in the jungle, they still manage to sit
their exams. Perhaps, they will finish today (18th February
2010)."

He went onto to explain, "LIB (Light Infantry Battalion)
362, 363, 366, 367 and 368, which are under MOC #10,
have been attacking Kwee Lah and Keh Der village
tracts since early February. 11 schools with more than
500 students have become displaced and most of the
schools won't be able to sit their exams."

3 Dead and 1 Wounded by SPDC

Troop Whilst Returning Home

On the 22nd March, 2010, at 4:30PM, Burma Army
troops LIB 369, from MOC#10 entered Kaw Hta village,
Ler Doh Township, Kler Lwee Htu District and shotand
killed 1 woman and 2 children. The incident occurred
while Naw Pah Lah, a Ko Lu villager, was traveling
back from Ler Taw Lu after visiting her parents. Naw
Pah Lah's daughter, Naw Paw Bo, a 5 year old girl and
her friend Naw La Pwey, a 37 year old woman died
immediately. Naw Pah Lah was shot in the back as she
carried her 5-month-old son, Saw Hta Pla Htoo; the
baby was hitin the thigh. The 5-month-old child did not
die immediately, but two and a half hours after the 4:30
p.m. attack. Sourced from a Free Burma Ranger internet
report.

Kaw Mu Der School, Kler Lwer Htoo

District, Becomes a High School

In March 2010, the Village tract leader, school committee,
parents and teachers decided to extend Kaw Mu Der
School level up to Standard 10. This will be effective for
the next academic year.

The District Education Coordinator, Saw Calvin, said,
“This school has been running for over 26 years, and
during thistime there has been afluctuation in the standards
taught. This fluctuation is due to difficulties in finding
teachers and as a result of fighting in the area. At this
moment, we believe that we can provide a higher level
of education to the students."

The aim is to encourage them to study in their local area
and so not to have to travel to refugee camps to finish
their studies. Many students from all over the district will
be able to complete their High school education in their
own district. Kaw Mu Der School committee leader,
Saw Yo Shu, said, "We will try very hard for the school
to provide Standard 10 to the students. Whatever problems
arise, we will face them together to find a solution.
Students will be able to remain in their village whilst

studying, and thus enabling them to help their parentsin
the fields during the school holidays."

Saw Calvin added, "We are very happy to have this
opportunity to support Kaw Mu Der School in providing
Standard 10 to students in the area. This is the only
school in the district that provides Standard 10. We are
very proud of it. We believe the students, parents and
teachers will be satisfied with the support that we are
offering." During the 2009-10 academic year, there were
14 teachers and 253 students in Kaw Mu Der School
which provided up to Standard 9.

3 Groups of KTTC students
Graduate and Reunion

On 13th May, 2010, three groups of KTTC (Karen
Teacher Training College) students graduated with a
Diploma. The Diplomas were awarded by the Karen
Education Department(KED) Chairperson P'doh Lah
Say. The first group to graduate were the 15 students
who have just completed the two-year teacher-training
course at KTTC. The second group were those who
graduated from KTTC in May 2008 and have now
finished two years teaching in the field. The final group to
graduate were the first class to complete their training at
KTTC, who have now been teaching for 6 years.
P'doh Lah Say, the chair person of KED (Karen
Education Department), addressed the graduation
students in the opening ceremony and said, “In other
countries, when students graduate like this, their
governments are keen to value them, we also want to
show how much we value you through this graduation
ceremony. We have a wonderful opportunity here at
KTTC to train teachers and we have shown we can do
it, for this we are grateful. Once again it proves that we
don't need other foreign a accreditation since we have
our own colleges.”

The following day another significant event took place,
the KTTC Reunion. This repeated the success of last
year. The MTT (Mobile Teacher Trainer) Coordinator Th'ra
Mu Htee said, “ | feel good because we are now more
active than before. This reunion also provides us the
opportunity to build up the strength and energy of Karen
teachers who are willing to work for the future. Teachers
and students have full confidence in their fieldwork
because they see the good work we have done with
them as we have shared at the reunion. In addition, as
the township and district leaders were able to participate
atthe reunion, this gave the teachers and students the
opportunity to build up the leaders’ understanding of the
teachers' fieldwork and situation.”

Lastyear two groups of KTTC students graduated at the
same time and there was also a KTTC reunion. And so
for the second year running KTWG (Karen Teacher
Working Group) provided a reunion, an opportunity for
allto share in evaluating their work and to celebrate the
progress of the students.

Burma Army Shot and Wounded Ha
Toe Per Teacher

On 23February, Burma Army LIB 427 which is under
MOCH#7 entered See Keh Der village and shot Naw
Susanna, 27years old, a primary teacher from Ha Toe
Per village wounding her in the thigh while they
shot dead Saw Ta Doh Wah, her father. The

Continues on page 9
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Education Level ReachesAll
Time Low After 30 Years of
Independence

Zimbabwe, formerly known as Rhodesia, is a
country situated in southern Africa, between the
Zambezi and Limpopo rivers. It is bordered by
South Africa, Botswana, Zambia and Mozambique

' and has a population of over 12 million people.

During the late 1800's it was colonized by the British
until they gained independence in April 1980. At
the time of independence, Zimbabwe was seen as
amodel country to the rest of Africa; with high levels
of literacy and developing levels of education. Over
90% of the adult population was literate and a new
education reform was implemented to enable all
children to gain an education. After independence,
the election of Robert Mugabe, from the Zimbabwe
African National Union - Patriotic Front (ZANU-
PF) symbolized a new beginning for the people of
Zimbabwe. During the first decade of
independence, Zimbabwe could boast one of the
highest literacy rates in Sub-Saharan Africa and
be proud of their achievements. The new
government was systematically enlarging their
education system, including providing new school
buildings, teacher trainings, improving access to
resources and working in partnership with local
communities. They were committed to providing
free public education to all citizens on an equal
basis, with 7 years in Primary school, followed by
6 years in Secondary school before entering
University. Since 1988, the government has
introduced and been steadily increasing the fees
attached to school enroliment, and it currently
exceeds the charges required before
independence. This is due to decisions made by
the government and reflects the countries economic
difficulties. In the late 1990's, President Mugabe
implemented a Land Reform program, as the
majority of fertile and agricultural land was owned
by the ‘white' farmers and he wanted to give the
land to 'black’ Zimbabweans. Some people were
concerned that taking large sophisticated farms and
sub-dividing them into plots to give to people without
the means to manage them properly could be
disastrous for the Zimbabwean agricultural
economy. Farm acquisition, without compensation
for their ‘white' owners, alienated many in the
international community, and caused sharp falls in
production and rapid unemployment amongst the
labourers who used to work on the ‘white'-owned
farms.

With the eviction of over 4,000 ‘white' farmers, and
Zimbabwe's exportation of tobacco, cotton, gold
and other goods declining, amongst other factors,
the economy was becoming rapidly worse and
less stable. Inflation rates rose from an annual rate
of 32% in 1998 to an estimate of 150,000% in
2007 and a high of 231,000,000% in 2008. As of
2008, the prices of some everyday items were
doubling every 1.3 days. The government changed
the denomination of their Zimbabwean dollars, with

Z%1,000,000,000,000 being exchanged for a new
Z$1 dollar, in the hope of curtailing inflation.

As the economy rapidly declined, political violence
was increasing and food production was dropping.
This left tens of thousands of people impoverished
and destitute; with little hope for their future. But at
least the children had their education, didn't they?
Since the economic changes in 2000, education
has been under threat and teachers have been
targeted by Mugabe, as he believed they were
not strong supporters of his rule. During the last
two decades large numbers of teachers have
frequently been on strike protesting about their low
salaries; in addition the price of school uniforms
has escalated so high they have become a luxury
item and children are often unable to concentrate
on learning due to hunger.

In January 2009, teachers were paid less than the
equivalent of US$10 for the month, which was
enough to buy 10 loaves of bread. They are now
asking to be paid in US dollars, as their own
currency is so unstable, and are campaigning to
increase their salaries to meet the regional standard
of 15,000 South African rand, approximately
US$1,500 a month. Until this is accomplished,
teachers are receiving subsidies, in monetary and
food contributions, from the few parents who are
able to offer additional support.

Due to the low salaries and political tensions, there
has been a mass exodus of teachers, with an
estimated 45,000 teachers leaving teaching during
the past 10 years. In 2009, Chikowore, President
of Zimbabwe Teachers Association (ZIMTA),
estimated that 35% of teaching posts in primary
education are not filled, whilst 33% in secondary
schools. This is due to low morale within the
teaching sector and salaries declining.

The national budget for education has been
shrinking since gaining independence; in 1980 an
average of US$6 was allocated per student and
has dropped to US$0.70 in 2009. This has had
dire consequences for students and teachers. Itis
estimated that the student-textbook ration has
dropped to 1 textbook for every 10 pupils in city
schools, whilst in rural schools the ration is1
textbook for every 40 students.

Approximately 46% of the population is under 18
years old, and should have graduated Secondary
school; but around 80% of the children have left
school, or been turned away as they could not
afford the fees, US$5. In 2007, 85% of children
attended school, but this number has dropped to
below 20% in 2009. This huge decline, in such a
short period of time, is mainly due to unaffordable
school fees and a shortage of teachers. According
to the education department in November 2009,
50% of students have not progressed past primary
education and over 20,000 teachers have left the
country since 2006, leaving a shortage in teachers.
This has also caused a steadily decrease in adult
literacy numbers, leading to a larger number of
illiterate citizens.
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In one typical rural school in Zimbabwe, 1,115
students arrived on the first day of term at the
school, which was half finished, to start their learning.
Only 100 students had paid their fees, which had
been reduced from $10 to $2 to help struggling
parents, where the average wage is $1 a day, if
employed. Those students who had not paid their
fees were given 5 days from the start of term to find
the money; but a week later the school accountant
sent 889 students home for non-payment of fees.
Even though families are in poverty and can see
no way out for themselves, they continue to try
everything possible to ensure their children gain
some level of education. Joseph, father to Grace
and Michelle, dreams of earning enough money
to send his daughters to school, but for now they
work together digging bones from a rubbish heap
and selling them. If they can find enough bones,
and the trucks arrive on time, Joseph is able to
save enough money for his daughters to go to
school for a week, but if not, they continue working
in the rubbish heaps. "What | am doing is child
abuse really," he says. "They should not be
working like this. It hurts me but | don't know what
else to do." The government is aware of the plight
of the teachers, due to their strikes and support
from teachers unions, and the effect the current
education system is having on the next generation
of Zimbabweans. The Education Minister, David
Coltart, is aware of the hardships teachers face,
even traveling to and from school costs too much
for some, and he has requested over $450 million
from overseas agencies for schools, with the aim
of "getting the schools reopened and teachers back
to work." International agencies are wary of
financially supporting Zimbabwe due to past events.
So what is to become of the teachers and students
of Zimbabwe? Isabel, whose parents left her with
her grandparents, is a 13 year old girl who still
hopes and dreams of becoming a teacher and
helping the children of her village. But the closed
schools are not helping her dream come true. Isobel
explains, "l am in grade 7 in school. | was supposed
to write my exams before Christmas, but the
teachers were not there, so now | have to repeat
7th grade. We did not learn anything at school in
2008 because there were no resources or
teachers." This has become the situation in most
schools in Zimbabwe, with more and more children
not able to continue their education due to the
difficulties faced by their teachers.

Days before celebrating Independence Day,
President Mugabe invites children from around the
country to a children's party. This year he made a
speech to the teachers and children who attended.
The Herald, the local newspaper, reported
Mugabe saying, "To the teachers, it is with great
regret and apologies that your reward has been
nothing but a mere pittance, not worthy calling
salaries at all just allowances." He was later to be
heard saying, "Our standards have fallen, but of
course there is always room for improvement and
the hopes that things will get better."

As well as teachers living in extreme poverty, with
low salaries and self-esteem, they are also being
affected by HIV/AIDS. A study in South Africa

showed 21% of teachers aged between 25 and
34 years old are living with HIV; and in Zimbabwe
approximately one third of teachers are infected.
This has a devastating impact on the communities
and students; as teachers with HIV/AIDS will take
time off of work for illness, funerals and the
psychological effects of the iliness. When a teacher
does not attend school, students are often taught
by another teacher or left untaught. As the supply
of teachers is minimal, when one dies, it has a
significant impact on the students and whole
community; and replacing skilled teachers is
extremely difficult. Zimbabwe has lost over 80,000
teachers to HIV/AIDS and is unable to replace
them, leaving many students without a teacher.
HIV/AIDS not only affects teachers but also
students. Many children, like Esther who is 9 years
old, become responsible for family members when
the illness becomes worse. Esther has not been to
school for over a year because she has to care for
her mother, who is dying of AIDS and her 18 month
old sister. There is no support for children who
care for their family members, and they take over
the role of leader of the house; leaving no time for
school and education.

Obert is a 13 year old who has looked after his
grandmother since his parents died from AIDS. He
spends a few weeks illegally panning for gold in
an attempt to find money for his school fees. Just
one gold 'point', the smallest amount he can sell,
would earn him the $2 he needs. His family used
to be well off, working as a manager on a 'whites'
farm, but now his grandmother has to plead with
the school to let her grandson attend, "If my child
doesn't finish high school because of school fees,
my heart will break. [ will die trying to find the money."
Obert recognizes that his, "future is dark if | don't
go to school; you grow up not knowing anything."
Teachers, communities and students are eager to
learn and regain Zimbabwe's renowned education
system, and even take on extra jobs, including
collecting bones and bottles, in the hope of earning
enough to survive and provide an education/learn.
But will it make a difference to the next generation?

Continued from page 5

incident occurred when the Burma Army, in a
surprise attack, were force to become potters.
Saw Hsit Poe, who is involved in security for that
area said, “The Burma Army shoot everyone if the
villagers don't come to face them. They think that
all the villagers who run away are Karen Soldiers.
In fact, those men are afraid of carrying ammunition
for the Burma Army."

After the Burma Army shot Susanna’s father, they
bound his legs with chains and killed him outside
the village.

See Keh Der and Ha Toe Per villagers are located
in Kho Khee track, Htaw T’htu township, Taungoo
District.
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Karen Education Assistance's First
Supporter, Naw Louisa Benson,

Passes On

Naw Louisa Benson Craig died on 2nd February, 2010,
age 69, surrounded by her family and friends after battling
cancer for many years. She was born in Rangoon in
1941 to a Portugese father and a Karen mother, where
she studied until she completed Standard 10, and then
traveled to America to study at Tuffts University in Boston.
When Ssaw Ba U gyi began organizing the revolution,
his soldiers withdrew money from the Burmese
Government banks, but when they were unable to repay
it, Naw Louisa's father, Saw Benson gave Saw Ba U
Gyi the money ensuring they were not indebted to the
government. General Ne Win controlled the country whilst
Naw Louisa was studying in America, and he never
forgot that is was her father who helped Saw Ba U Gyi.
He didnt want Naw Louisa and her family to gain a higher
education or rise in power, So when she returned to Burma
after graduation from Tuffts University, he did not allow her
totravel abroad again for further studies, therefore restricting
her to study at Rangoon University.

Naw Louisa won the title of 'Miss Burma' in 1956 and
1958 and appeared in several films. In 1963, Naw Louisa
met General Lin Htin, commander of Brigade 5 forces
(which is now Brigade 1, Doo Tha Htoo District) who had
surrendered with Saw Hunter Tha Mwe to the Burmese
regime. Lin Htin and Naw Louisa were married a year
later in Rangoon. In 1965, Lin Htin was assassinated by
Military Intelligence whilst preparing to return to the jungle
to meet with Karen leaders, leaving Naw Louisa a widow
atthe age of 24. After his funeral, she led her husband's
followers back to Brigade 5 to continue struggling for the
revolution.

“Now | have to take the duty of leader instead of my
husband. From this moment onwards, do not see me as
a woman, see me as a man" recalls a military medic,
Saw Ei Tha, remembering what Naw Louisa told him as
he escorted her from Bo Tae, Du Yin Seik to a safer place.
Naw Louisa cherished education and promoted it to her
people. While assuming the role of her late hushand, she
also became the principal of Pa Ya Raw school; showing
her love for children and an enthusiasm for learning. Saw
Lah (not his real name), a 73 year old man from Ta Paw
village, became principal of his village's school in 1965,
the same year that Naw Louisa became principal in the
neighbouring village. He told Phru Pwgo, “When she
came back to Doo Tha Htu district, she brought enough
school materials for everyone to use.”

Naw Lousia believed the most important thing for the
future of her people was education and freedom. In 2002,
Naw Louisa, then living in the United States, became an
active supporter of the Karen State Education Assistance
Group (then known as the Kawthoolei Education Fund)
which provides teacher subsidies, school material, sports
equipment and basic health to teachers and students
throughout Karen State. This project continues to be
active in Karen communities where people suffering from
alack of food, poor security and abject poverty struggle
to provide subsidies for teachers, who themselves have
no time to farm due to their classroom responsibilities.
Without teachers the schools can not open and therefore
children would be unable to gain an education and help
develop their nation.

Naw Gay (not her real name), a former student of Naw
Louisa when she taught in Kaw Poe Plei village,
remembers, “Naw Louisa taught English perfectly. She
came to school and taught us once a week. When she
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was teaching | remember gazing at her and hoping |
would be as beautiful as her when | grew up.” Naw
Louisa travelled extensively throughout Brigade 5 and
was known, loved and respected by many people for
her leadership despite being a young woman.

Saw Ka La, who was studying Standard 4 when he met
Naw Louisa, explains, “She always said that the Karen
were late with their education. In the past, the Karen did
not focus on education. We focused on survival and our
traditional knowledge. She always encouraged us to
study hard so that one day we could help towards building
a better nation. | remember that she had 2 dogs, not
normal dogs from the area, but special dogs, called Han
Cho and Ma Nyut, she cared for them deeply.”

After Pa Yaw Raw School and village were destroyed,
students’ and teachers ran into the jungle, finding new
areas to live. Students and teachers wanted to continue
their studies. Thra Saw Lah remembers, “Pa Yaw Raw
School was destroyed, and it couldn’t continue providing
education to its students. The teachers and students
wanted to attend Ta Baw School, and as | was principal,
| accepted themall.”

Naw Louisa led Brigade 5 for a year until she left
Kawthoolei central government in preparation for resettling
to America. She moved to California and rekindled her
friendships with her university friends. She started seeing
an old university friend, Glen Craig, and they later married
in 1967, building a loving family with two daughters and
a son. Even though she didn’t always live in Kawthoolei,
she always thought about her people and how she could
help them. She continued to struggle for the freedom and
equality of the Karen and other ethnic groups. In the
U.S.A,, she was a co-founder of the Burma Forum, an
organization dedicated to empowering grassroots
Burmese people and organizations in their struggle for
human rights and freedoms. She was also on the board
of directors for both the United States Campaign for
Burma based in Washington and for the Alternative for
Burmese Children based in Seattle. The latter was the
first organization to support KSEAG. She faughttirelessly
to raise awareness of the atrocities happening to her
people in her home country. She was also involved in
helping newly resettled Karen settle into life in America.
Over the years many people have met, worked with
and been inspired by Naw Louisa. We have all gained
from her wisdom and generosity. Saw Steve Dun, a
Board of Director from United States Campaign for Burma
(USCB), worked closely with Naw Louisa over the
years warmly remembering their relationship as one of
“peaceful coexistence with mutual respect. Louisa
always wanted the Karen to be able to live in peace with
our neighbours but she fully understood how critical
‘mutual respect’ was to achieving that peace. Because,
if Burmans do not respect the Karen, or vice versa,
there can be no peaceful coexistence.”

Naw Louisa recognized the importance of connecting
organizations who were focusing on helping the people
inBurma. She believed that communication is the key
to changing the situation in Burma. She was known by
all Karen and Burmese organizations, gaining their
respect and admiration. Many young people knew Naw
Louisa's ideas and dreams, including the importance of
gaining a good education in order to help their nation.
Nant Zoya Phan, from the International Coordinator of
Burma Campaign UK said, “I first met Naw Louisa
Benson on the Thailand-Burma border around 2003 during
an important Karen meeting. Before meeting her, | had
already heard about her and her great work for the Karen

Continues on page 9
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A Letter To Karen State Education

Dear All Karen State education leaders, school
committees, teachers, and parents,

| would like to introduce myself. My name is Scott
O'Brien. | have been working with the Karen
Teacher Working Group (KTWG) since 1997 and
have also been acting as the Executive Director of
the Karen State Education Assistance Group
(KSEAG) since 2007.

| feel very fortunate and grateful to be able to work
with Karen State schools. | have always been
amazed by your Karen peoples’ struggle, under
the most difficult circumstances, to provide schooling
to your children. Your ability to organize these
schools in your own language, with your own
teachers and your own curriculum — despite Burma
Army oppression - is an inspiration to people around
the world.

Since 2005, KSEAG (KED, KTWG and Partners)
has attempted to support all Karen State teachers
and students. Actually, the purpose and goal of
KSEAG is not to support schools directly but to help
communities and parents to support their schools.
We want to relieve the stress and burden on
communities and to make sure that all children have
a chance to get an education.

KSEAG recognizes that most schools have been
set up by the community and it is the community’s
responsibility to support and organize them.
Communities are the owners of their own schools
—not KSEAG, nor any other outside supporter.

In May 2010, | will hand over the position of KSEAG
Executive Director to Saw Ko Lo Htoo but | will
remain close to our activities as an advisor. As|
leave this position, | would like to say a few things
to all of you.

To Education Leaders

In my opinion, the ability of a People to organize
and manage their own education system is a key
elementin the struggle towards self-determination.
Since 2001, we have seen the number of schools
jump from 525 to 1049. This is a very positive sign
but also places greater demand on you, the
leaders, to ensure that these are functional and
effective schools.

KSEAG's success is due in large part to our ability
to access, monitor and evaluate our assistance to
these schools. We rely on your sincere effort to
implement the processes and policies that we have
developed together. It is important that leaders
behave in a way that reflects the goal of equal
education assistance for all. Honesty, thoroughness
and integrity are essential characteristics of good
leadership. If problems occur in one area it affects
allareas.

To School Committees and Communities

Local communities are the owners and organizers
of schools throughout Karen State. Communities
select school committees who are responsible to
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provide a school building, to oversee the running
of schools and ensure that there is a teacher(s) in
the classroom. This has been a very difficult task
for many communities because of poverty and
security problems. KSEAG's support is meant to
relieve this burden but not to take responsibility for
your schools. The schools are yours to take care
of and KSEAG is here to support you.

To Parents

You are your children’s first and best teacher.
Many of you send your children to school when
they are of age. We know that many of you could
not send your children to school because of costs
for school materials and fees.

One of the main goals of KSEAG is to reduce these
costs by providing learning materials, sports
equipment, texts and health support for your
children while also helping out with the costs of
teacher subsidies. Schooling is an important
element in your child’s mental, physical, emotional
and social development. We hope that you
encourage and give them a chance to follow their
studies. We also hope that you stay close to the
school, talk with the teacher and participate in your
child's school education.

To Teachers

As a teacher, | understand how difficult it is to
organize a classroom and guide your students
through their learning. Teaching, anywhere, is a
strenuous and exhausting job. The fact that you
do this under such difficult conditions makes your
work heroic. | admire you, | really do. | understand
that you face disappointments and frustrations in
your work.

| understand that many of you are teaching alone
in your schools with little to no outside help. In
times when you doubt yourself or your work, please
know how important your efforts are for your
students, your communities and your People. You
are not alone. There are thousands of Karen
teachers just like you. We at KTWG and KSEAG
are behind you. Continue to strive for your best, to
refocus onto your teaching and your students, and
to try everyday to become a better and more
competent teacher.

To Everyone

Many years ago, in Canada, an Aboriginal Elder,
after listening to me talk (for far too long) about
revolution and political change, looked at me with a
knowing smile, put his hand on my knee and said,
“Revolution is everyday good living”.

By developing and sustaining your own education
system, by running your own classrooms, from a
small room on the tops of Daw Pa Ko Mountains to
the largest high school in the Gru Htu lowlands,
with your own teachers, in your own languages,
despite the oppression you endure, you are doing
revolutionary work in its truest sense.
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In January 2010, the SPDC attacked Ler Doh Township
in Kler Lwee Htu District, burning villager's homes and
causing them to flee and hide in the jungle as Internally
Displaced People (IDP). This traumatic, forced relocation
created many difficulties for the villagers including the
disruption of education, as students and teachers had to
leave school and escape to the deep jungle. To understand
the impact this SPDC attack had on education, Phru
Pwgo interviewed Ler Doh Township Education Officer,
Thara Say Wah about the situation in his township.

Q. Please tell me about the current situation of
education and its organization in your township?
A. In our township, the SPDC's activities have really
gotten in the way of making educational improvements.
Accordingly, itis very difficult to manage and sustain the
education system in our township. However, we work
our best to ensure our children are able to study every
year as much as possible. Part of our efforts involves
supporting children to attend school if their parents are
unable to support their schooling. As a result, we see
that children’s access to education in our township has
increased year by year.

Q. We heard that SPDC came to Ler Doh Township.
So, can you tell me the date of this attack and how
many battalions were involved?

A. Five SPDC battalions: 362, 363, 366, 367 and 368
came to our area in January, moving forward in stages.
First, they burnt Gwai Der Village. After that, on the 7%
February, they moved to our township office, burning it
as well. In the same manner, they burnt our secondary
school which was located in Htee Nya Lee Village.
Q. How many schools did they burn?

A.They burnt 2 schools in Ler Doh Township, Htee Nya
Lee’s high school and Htee Baw Hta's nursery school.
Their purpose was to burn all our villages, our schools
and kill us all. However, their plans were not fully
successful because our Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) bravely counterattacked. For this reason, on
behalf of myself and all of our teachers, | would like to
show gratitude to the KNLA for protecting us bravely,
with all of their strength and heart and love for their Karen
people.

Q. How many months have students, teachers,
parents and other villagers been hiding in jungle?
A. They have been hiding in jungle for almost 3 months.
Q. In your township, were all schools relocated?
A. Yes, all 13 of our schools were relocated to the jungle
at the beginning of January.

Q. You have been on the run and in hiding since
January, so how will you manage the students’
examinations for the 2009-2010 academic year?

A. For the 2009-2010 academic year, almost all of the
schools could not hold exams because we fled to the
jungle with nothing. We were not even able to hide the
school materials we had because of the suddenness of
the attack. It was not easy to get school materials in the
jungle and therefore, most schools did not give final
exams, with the exception of Htee Nya Lee school
which managed to give their final exam in the jungle with
great difficulty.

Q. What are your plans for the students who could
not take their exams?

A. Our leaders discussed this and decided that in the
coming year they will upgrade all of the students who
could not take exams. For me, | feel very sad because
our students who worked so hard and were so tired after
spending their time studying were not in the end able
receive the fruits of their labor. For this reason, we worry
that they will face the problems in their further studies.
Anyway, | hope that everything will work out for the
best.
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Q. What are the most important things that were
lost when the SPDC burnt and destroyed villages
during their attack?

A. Many villagers lost land and shelter as well as
materials and animals which they could not hide during
the attack. For us teachers, we lost the schools where
we practice education. In a way we also lost each other
as teachers left their students and students left their
teachers during the escape from the SPDC to the jungle.
Q. As a consequence of the destruction of your
schools and loss of school materials, what do you
think will be the obstacles for next year?

A. There is a great feeling of depression and sorrow for
next year because of the schools and materials that
have been lost. We will have to rebuild again and this is
the burden we face.

Q. Have you already decided to rebuild new schools
in the coming 2010-2011 academic year?

A. Yes, we've already decided to rebuild. Because, if
we do not rebuild, where else will our students be able to
continue to study? The schools are very important for us
in our township. Therefore, we are going to put in as
much effort as we can to rebuild in unity.

Q. Do you already have school materials from the
Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG)
for next year?

A. Not yet. At present, it is very difficult to manage and
to collect those materials that were kept for us. | see
everyone is still in fear. In addition, our villagers are
putting their efforts into meeting their basic needs in areas
such as food and shelter. Therefore, they do not have
time to think about education for their children. We hope
that after everyone’s environment and shelter is sufficient
enough, we can rebuild the schools and go to collect our
school materials.

Q. What other obstacles do you foresee in the 2010-
2011 academic year?

A. At present, our homes are destroyed and we have no
schools. Likewise, we have no land for farming. We
know that we cannot support food, salaries and materials
for teachers. In previous years it was difficult, but
students, parents and school committees tried as much
as they could to support and develop our schools and
education. This year the situation is much worse. Now,
we see some teachers have already scattered, some
have fled to the refugee camps and some who came
from other cities and towns could not suffer this experience,
lost their spirit and returned to their original home areas.
However, we appreciate and thank so much those
teachers who have stayed and continue to struggle and
suffer with. We know surely that we are going face
many problems in running our schools this coming year,
but we strongly believe in education for our children and
will continue to struggle for this goal .

Q. Finally, do you want say something else about
this difficult situation?

A.lwantto say that despite the obstacles that | and my
people are facing right now, | will never retreat and
never give up. I've decided to try as hard as | can and
use the skills that | have to the best of my ability. All of
my dear brothers and sisters, | would like to tell you that
although you will know our situation when you have
read it in this newsletter, or may see it on film and can
visualize it, it is not the same as when you experience
it for yourselves. 1would like to invite you to come and
joinus and help in our struggle for education and | strongly
believe that you can do so. Finally, | would like to tell
you that our students and teachers and parents must,
like all of our villagers, search for land to live on and then
labor on this land to grow enough food to survivefarm
this land, working in the heat for survival with little time
for studying and supporting schools
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The Impact of Learning in a Second
Language

Children face numerous barriers to gaining an
education, even at primary level, due to various
factors including poverty, location and commitments
to their family. An additional reason why some
children do not attend school is because of the
language of instruction used.

Often, due to location or teacher ability, children
are not taughtin their ‘mother tongue’ —the language
firstlearnt by a person or their native language. It
has been estimated that over 200 million children of
primary age, worldwide, do not have access to
schooling in their ‘mother tongue’, and the majority
reside in countries where there is fractionalisation.
Many governments choose languages of
instruction based on their understanding of which
languages are important for the growth and unity of
their country; often this includes English.

Many educational practitioners have researched
the effects of being taught in a second language,
not the children’s ‘mother tongue’, and have
recognized some of the impacts this has on their
education and future life.

One main impact that has been identified is the
tendency for children, who are taughtin a second
language to drop out of education at an early age,
especially in rural areas.

Being taught in a second language increases the
demands on the child as a learner, as they first
need to have language acquisition skills and then
use the new language to learn literacy skills.

This is made more difficult if the language is not the
language used at home or in their daily life. Children
with a limited understanding of the language of
instruction face many difficulties academically and
socially.

Children learn new concepts and ideas by building
on the knowledge and understanding already
attained. Learning in a second language is often
an obstacle in gaining literacy skills and developing
the knowledge and skills already learnt, and often
lead to a misunderstanding of the child’s actual
ability.

Often children repeat standards, as they have not
gained enough fluency and understanding in their
second language to pass the exam. This can lead
to low self-esteem, low confidence levels and a
desire to stop their education.

Itis often not the decision of the teachers within the
school to choose the language of instruction; it has
been dictated to them from higher authorities. Even
though they cannot choose the language of
teaching, they can offer support and
encouragement to those children who are studying
in their second language. By understanding some
of the difficulties the children face, they are able to
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offer appropriate support and assistance to ensure
students succeed and want to attend school.
There are many strategies teachers can put in
place to support children who are learning in a
second language, depending on the commitment
and ability of the teacher, parents, community and
child.

Teachers need to recognise and understand that
the acquisition of literacy skills, especially for children
learning in their second language, depends on the
relationship between the 2 languages (mother
tongue and second language).

By referring, where possible, to their mother tongue
language children are able to relate their new
learning with already understood concepts and
ideas.

It has been recognised the most productive way a
child learns a new language is by having a
transitional period where they are able to relate
the new language to their mother tongue. This may
be difficult to provide within a classroom situation,
but where possible, translating concepts or
instructions into their mother tongue can engage
the child in their learning and develop their
understanding of the new language.

Over a period of time the translation becomes less
as the child learns and understands the language
of instruction. During this time the child is able to
show their true ability and increase their enthusiasm
for attending school.

Within a classroom there is often more than one
student who is not being taught in their mother
tongue. By pairing them together, when working
and listening, they will be able to offer support and
encouragement to each other, raising their
confidence and self-esteem.

It will offer them an opportunity to discuss concepts
and ideas, in both languages, ensuring a better
understanding of the concept being taught. Make
sure both languages are used within the classroom,
and not just rely on their mother tongue, as this will
not benefit them academically or socially.
Children understand new concepts at different
rates, even when they are learning in their mother
tongue. If a child has the additional obstacle of
learning the new concept in a second language, it
will take longer for the concept to be properly
understood. Teachers need to be aware of this
and allow for extra time and support.

It has been shown, through numerous research
projects that children who are not schooled in their
mother tongue face many difficulties, academically
and socially. It will take time for a child to reach a
level of understanding in their second language
where they feel confident enough to participate in
the class and are able to display their real ability.
This will come through additional support and
encouragement from all members of the community,
ensuring they complete their education and fulfil
their potential.
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people. She encouraged me to try hard and get an
education, and to help my people. Inmediately, in her
eyes, | could see her strong determination for her Karen
people and her concern for them. She was a very
brave and great woman leader who worked tirelessly
for the development of the Karen people. She cared and
loved her people deep down in her heart. And, she also
cared about all the people in Burma. She truly believed
in democracy and the establishment of a federal union in
Burma where every one is allowed to be different but
enjoy equal opportunities. Although she had been very
far away from her homeland, her strong commitment
and determination for freedom for her people never faded
and she always worked hard for her people. She was
indeed an inspiring leader and role model for the younger
generations. Although she didn’t live to see freedom for
her people, she will remain a great leader for the struggle
of our homeland.”

Throughout her life, Naw Louisa has struggled for peace
and equality in Burma. Since her early years, as a
student at Tuffts University, she recognized the key to
change was education. She took over her husband’s
role after his assassination, determined to fight against
the injustices suffered by her people. After resettling to
America, she never forgot where she came from or her
countrymen and women.  She strived to spread the
word of the atrocities committed against them. Until her
last days, she instilled a sense of self-worth in all people
of Burma, and the belief that they should never stop
fighting to achieve the goal of a peaceful and unified
country. Her passing has left a large hole in our heart,
but her life and vision will guide us always.

Naw Louisa, we thank and love you. Restin Peace.
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Reader Feedback S )
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2qplop , popGreroBEidigusiadSialion The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
og:a3paBpmBfasqpessodimdp(ocqodosorpsiodipdiofie | newsletter, wants to share experience, ideas and
clem0m frozpediaddoodioodicnd. vodicipEiooncopeass | information that we hope is useful for the development
3p&:qué Bronad B0 qroosgis:"opsalBoparsadaglealondagl | of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
o oot oqpop ogp g0 B sqesl a8 gp S 08555 | gpinions and news to help us achieve this goal.
Q1508910855051025 M, so01aps, oicdidicier @010 d B0
BlEBreHoqonpain ingomdinidndishd. 9B | please wite below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
2p o 3G, oorcfiof B Senpaionndfoogafiael | games, poems, experiences and anything else you
o Bloidemodiorpaslogiontogppclgiontroiondipondrondorad | helieve would be useful to share in this newsletter.
$r00m0DBdN i pgperoal sefagaSpodiops ceidedl | Make sure you include your name, date and place
8, ofondpEiofimqumgpagodsiiganle)aespe:itadisdh | where you live when you write to us. Please use a
SiBiaogigioncal. - selagodiog8pabonSagepficomomant. o | plain paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
Sropropi(Bdl)gpopsicarsoneimasbonagiclcionoa. oogodu | send a puzzle or game, please include the answer.

argdapseonasimmpemddogepassacanmaiatiagopdiey | e are looking forward to hearing from you!
glooniapooddopoioncad Dl ghadi.

N R:000D 918§ 20q Dednondontonedecngt | KTWG P.O Box39 Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110 Thailand.
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