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Influenza Spread Causes Schools to
Close
A source from Mae La Oon Refugee camp reports that
aserious strain of influenza has spread across the camp
over the last week forcing schools to close. Saw Toe
Ma, a teacher at Mae La Oon No. 1 High School said
that, "People started to get influenza last week and
since then it has spread quickly. Children are especially
susceptible and schools are places where influenza
can spread easily and quickly. For this reason, we
have closed all schools in Mae La Oon Camp. The
time to reopen schools will depend on our ability to
contain the spread of the influenza."

There are 5 high schools, 1 middle school, 2 primary
schools, and 7 nursery schools with a total of 6901
students and 311 teachers in Mae La Oon refugee camp.

SPDC Will Send Their Teachers to

Community School

In September and October during the 2010-2011
academic year, the SPDC (State Peace and
Development Council) have asked for permission from
the local tract authority to send their teachers to Klaw
Hta school which was ran by the community.
Villagers, students and teachers can't go to the SPDC
School because the DKBA is logging the area and has
placed landmines around the school. Thra Lwee Gay
who takes responsibility of Mu Traw District as a joint
secretary and is at the same time a member of the MTT
(Mobile Teacher Trainers) said, "Since the beginning of
the school year, students and teachers have not dared
to go to school because of the SPDC’s and DKBA's
landmines. Actually, they set placed lots of landmines
around the school, but the local authority still can't find
all of them. Therefore, parents are not supporting their
children to go to school. For that reason, the SPDC has
taken advantage of the situation and is willing to build
their school in that area. First, they asked permission
fromthe local tract leader, but the local tract leader sent
the request it to the township level and township level
sent it to the district level, but they haven't give any
decision yet.”

The SPDC has the specific plan to build up the school
and give support for the students’ materials and school's
equipment and also teachers’ subsidies as well. The
SPDC will choose the teachers themselves, from their
own members.Thra Lwee Gay went on to say, “This is
a very exciting time for discussion and negotiation on
this issue. On the township and district level we have
not agreed with this pushing our Karen teachers away
and sending their SPDC teachers to build up the school.
If we are going to agree with this, it will cause a bit of a
problem for us because it means the SPDC will send
more and more of their members to take control of the
area. After that, our people will face with many kinds of
problems with the local economy. Also our children will
find it difficult to learn in an SPDC school. We already
know that if we accept this now, the situation will get
worse and worse."

Klaw Hta School is located in Mu Traw District, Bu Tho
Township, Mae Nu village tract.

KED Develops Teacher to Student Ratio
Policy

During the Karen Education Department (KED) Annual
meeting held from May 10-12, a number of important
policy decisions were taken to improve the overall quality
of education throughout Karen State. One of the most
important decisions is that schools are expected to have

aminimum ratio of 15 students to 1 teacher. This policy
will take effectimmediately. Scott O'Brien, the former
Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG)
Executive Director explains that KSEAG will follow
the new policy when providing education assistance to
schools. He said, "In terms of teacher subsidy support,
KSEAG will continue to provide teacher subsidies for
all teachers — so long as the teacher-student ratio is
met. Forexample, if a school has 4 teachers and 80
students (the ratio being 1 teacher to 20 students) then
all teachers will receive support. However, if a school
has 4 teachers and 48 students (the ratio being 1 teacher
to 12 students) then teacher subsidy support will only

be for the teacher number that fits the students (in this
case, 3 teachers). Insuch cases, the subsidies for 3
teachers will be divided evenly amongst the four
teachers. Itis the responsibility of the school committee
to choose how many teachers they will have in their
school."

The former KSEAG Executive Director went on to
explain that small schools, sometimes referred to as
‘Home’ schools, would need to attach themselves to
larger schools in the area. He explained, "Over the
past years KSEAG had seen a number of schools with
one teacher and only 8 or 9 students. While, in some
cases we understand the need for these small schools
because of distance and security reasons, itis necessary
that they attach themselves with larger schools for proper
management of the education system as well as to
meet minimum policy standards. It does not necessarily
mean that they need to send their students to the larger
school, but it does mean that they need to combine their
statistics with the larger schools statistics, share a school
number, and receive education assistance as one
school." The former director concluded by saying, "Itis
up to local school committees to decide how many
teachers their schools will have —to decide themselves
what the teacher-student ratio will be. KSEAG will
follow KED policy and provide assistance accordingly.

| think this is a good and fair policy. This year, we will
increase the teacher subsidy that we provide. For most
teachers, this will mean an increase in the amount they
receive. For schools where the teacher-student ratio is
higher than the KED policy, than this increase will need
to be divided accordingly. We need all education leaders
and teacher trainers to explain the new KED policies
clearly to school committees, teachers and parents so

that there is no misunderstanding."

KYP Post-Ten School Program
Available in Mergui-Tavoy District

On September 6™ 2010, KYP (Karen Youth
Empowerment) post-ten school was opened in Mergui-
Tavoy district by the Karen Youth Empowerment
committee and Cultural and Traditional Development
committee. The purposes of the school are to support
Karen youth to maintain their own culture, traditions,
language, behavior and build connections with the
community, and unite participants as they prepare for
work and their future lives.

Pa Doh Nay Gay Kaw who has the responsibility of
being Mergui-Tavoy's education coordinator as well as
the Youth Empowerment Program (YEP) committee
chair said, "This is the first post-ten school in our district.
We haven'thad any post ten school like it before." Also,
he added "We are hoping for the youth to be able to
participate in the community and work for the Karen
nation. Also we provide an opportunity for learning and
hopefully they will pass those skills on to the community
too."
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The core subjects taught in the school are: Karen culture
and traditions, Karen politics, Burmese politics, and Karen
history. Additional courses include: leadership and
management, law, human rights, observation and critical
thinking, community development, English and
computers. The maximum number of students is 20 and
there are currently 19 students and 3 teachers (from the
YEP committee). At this time the YEP committee are
looking for more teachers such as Karen youth leaders,
teachers from border area also from abroad. They are
also inviting volunteers from any nationality to work at
the school. Studies will take place over one year. The
first 8 months of study will be at the school and the other
4 months will be practical work in the field.

KRCEE Evaluates Mathematics and

Science Curriculum

From the 16th to 27th of August, 2010 in Mae La refugee
camp, KRCEE (Karen Refugee Committee Education
Entity) which is taking responsibility for Karen education
inthe 7 Karen refugee camps in Thailand, are reevaluating
their curriculum materials, such as in mathematics and
science. KRCEE primary education secretary, Naw
Thoo Lei Paw, said, "When we had our education meeting
in 2007, everybody agreed to evaluate the curriculum
materials each year. Also, in 2008-2009 we provided the
curriculum materials, but at this time we are reevaluating
them and considering how to improve them for the future."
During July, KRCEE had already created the curriculum
syllabus for mathematics and science for the primary
level, but the secondary level materials will be done by
the end of August.

She added, "We still have many syllabuses to do. For
the English syllabus we just finished grade 1, but for
grades 2 -12 we use the old syllabuses. Actually, our
aim is to complete the social study syllabuses for grades
1-12in October. Also the Karen syllabuses, grades 1 -
12, will be done in September.”

KRCEE has been working with ZOA(Zuid Oost Azie)
for many years in education for the 7 refugee campsin
Thailand, butin 2012, ZOAwill hand over the education
work to U-Sarn Kanae and the vocational work to ADRA.

KSEAG Completed Collecting Schools
Information

Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG) has
been collecting Karen State Schools' profile information
since August. This process is now completed and the
data has been collated. Soon, KSEAG will provide
teachers’ subsidies to the Karen State teachers for 2010-
11 academic year. Saw Kolo Htoo, a coordinator of
KSEAG said, "This year, we are planning to distribute
teacher subsidies a little earlier. Last year, we distributed
the teacher subsidy in November but we are planning to
distribute from the 3 and 4™ week of October until the 1
and 2 week of November this year."

The number of schools in Karen State increases every
year. Saw Kolo Htoo added, " The number of schools in
the seven districts has increased by thirty this year. This
shows that communities are eager to reduce illiteracy in
Karen State." The school statistics for the 2010-11
academic year will soon be available for release.

Celebrating the Wrist Tying Ceremony
Throughout the Refugee Camps and
Karen State

Karen year 15.08.2749 (26.08.2010) was the lunar full
moon day and Karen people all around the world
celebrated the Wrist Tying Ceremony. (To learn more

about Karen history click on these links) (http:/
www.burmalibrary.org/docs3/karenmuseum-01/ or http:/
Iwww.burmalibrary.org/docs3/karenmuseum-01/
History/migratory_period.htm), The wrist tying ceremo-
ny has been celebrated since at least 2017BC, when
Karen people started to move from Te Sat Mae
Ywar(Mongolia). As it was recognized as a special
day, all the schools were closed and celebrated the
Wrist Tying Ceremony. Thara Hgay Po Hai, who is a
secretary of Karen Education Department and once an
animist for 24 years said" This Wrist Tying Ceremony
was mostly celebrated by the animists. But now, all
Karen people celebrate and it is a great opportunity for
families to gather once a year, regardless of religion".
The ceremony was widely celebrated in the Refugee
camps as well. Thara Ka Lay, who is a headmaster of
No 1 high school in Noe Poe camp said, "We planned
the competition for the students on this special day to
make the students to know and respect their own culture
and customs. We set up a Poetry competition about the
Wrist Tying ceremony for grades one through six, essay
writing for grade seven to twelve and for the public,
there is an article writing competition”.

He added, "In the past, some people though that this
day was a religious ceremony, but now, it's been
changed. For me, even | though am a Christian; the
Wrist Tying day was a cultural gift that was left by our
ancestors and not religious”.

This special Wrist Tying Ceremony was also celebrated
for the first time in the KTTC (Karen Teacher Training
College) School in Ho Kay. Over 200 Students,
teachers, and local villagers all joined the ceremony for
spiritual service.

Teacher Profiles for the 2010-2011
Academic Year Collected by KRCEE
KRCEE (Karen Refugee Committee Education Entity)
is the organisation responsible for education within the
seven refugee camps in Thailand. They have recently
completed collecting the camp schools’ profiles for the
2010-2011 academic year. The number of teachers for
2010-2011 in each camp is as follows: Mae La Oon
307, Mae Ra Ma Laung 301, Mae La 468, Umpuim
219, Noe Poe 207, Dong Yan 126, and Htam' Him
176.

Thara Mu Paw Ku Thay, KRCEE in charge of operation
and administration said, “ Although more teachers
resettled to third country, we were still able to recruit
sufficient replacement teachers in time for the start of the
academic year. Therefore, | couldn't see any gaps
compared with last year's teacher profile. In fact, the
number of teachers is even increasing in some refugee
camps.”

According to the teachers’ profile collected by KRCEE
for 2009-2010, the number of teachers for each camp
last year were: Mae La Oon 281, Mae Ra Ma Laung
238, Mae La 547, Umpuim 229, Noe Poe 100, Dong
Yan 66 and Htam' Him 96. These were the teachers
who received support from ZOA.

SPDC Build New Camp Force School
Closed

Since April 2010, SPDC (State Peace and Development
Council) army built their camp and troops which located
close to Htee Wa Bway Hkee school. This has caused
a problem for the villagers who must walk close to the
camp to search for food. Village children are also finding
it very difficult because they are afraid the SPDC troops

Continues on Page 9
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Aceh, Indonesia

Aceh Province, is a special territory of Indonesia,
located on the northern tip of the island of Sumatra.
Most of Aceh’s inhabitants are Muslim and the area
is believed to be where Islam was first introduced
to Southeast Asia (around the 12th century).

No one is sure about the origin of the name “Aceh”.
Even the Acehnese language has no word which
is the same, or similar to “Aceh”. Although there is
no certainty about its actual origins, there is a
popular folktale which deals with the origins of the
word “Aceh”. The folktale explains that an Indian
princess arrived on the island of Sumatra looking
for her little sister and found her there.

The princess told the local people that the girl was
her “aci” or her little sister. Since the people were
fond of her and she behaved well, they made her
their queen, and the area where they lived was
then called “aci”. Another claim for the origins of the
name is that it comes form the Indian word “aca” or
“atca”, meaning “beautiful”,

Although Islam is the dominant religion, Aceh is a
culturally diverse area, with a variety of ethnic and
language groups. The major ethnic groups are the
Acehnese, Gayo, Alas, Tamiang, Aneuk Jamee
(descendant from Minangkabau), Kluet and
Simeulue. There is also a significant population of
Chinese, who are influential in the business and
financial communities.

Aceh has a history of political independence and
fierce resistance to control by outsiders, including
the former Dutch colonists and the Indonesian
government. Aceh has substantial natural
resources, including oil and natural gas - some
estimates putAceh gas reserves as being the largest
inthe world. Relative to most of Indonesia, Aceh is
areligiously conservative area.

Aceh struggles for independence after 1945
Shortly after Indonesia declared independence
from the Dutch in 1945, Aceh’s popular, Muslim
leader, Teungku Muhammad Daud Beureu'eh
declared war on the new government. He saw the
first president as having gone back on his word
after Aceh provided valuable financial and military
assistance against the Dutch.

Beureu’eh wanted to make Aceh a special,
autonomous province thatwould be run as an Islamic
theocracy, but at the end of the struggle, autonomy
was not achieved. Beureu'eh and his Darul Islam
movement revolted against the young nation to
establish an independent Muslim state that
recognized Sharia, (Islamic law) as the only law.
They fought the Indonesian army in a guerilla war
that continued until a peace deal granted Aceh
autonomy, but not independence, in 1962.

Many in Aceh were unhappy with this situation
because they did not receive real autonomy and
because the Indonesian Army continued to
perpetrate human rights abuses against Aceh’s
people. Fourteen years later, another separatist
movement headed by the leader, Tengku Hasan

Muhammad di Tiro, began operating in Aceh. Tiro
gave a speech on Dec. 4", 1976, that launched
the Free Aceh Movement (GAM). Many young
people, inspired by Tiro’s goal of total
independence, fought the Indonesian military in
the jungles of Sumatra. Tiro and his followers
claimed Jakarta exploited Aceh's natural resources,
but gave back little to the Aceh'’s people. ( ( More
than 25,000 people were killed in the nearly 30-
year armed conflict between GAM and the
Indonesian military.

Tiro himself was injured in 1977 and went abroad,
ending up in Stokholm, Sweden, where he stayed
for almost 30 years.During this time, Aceh was
virtually shut off from the outside world, as armed
conflict took its toll not only on the lives of many of
Aceh’s people, but also on the island’s economy.
Although there were alternating periods of violence
and relative quiet, it was not until 2002, that the
Indonesian government initiated peace talks with
GAM leaders, but even then, there was little
progress.

While efforts to create peace were under way, a
powerful earthquake and tsunami hit Aceh on Dec.
26™, 2004. More than 200,000 people were killed
and hundreds of thousands of others injured. Both
sides then agreed to a cease-fire, to allow
humanitarian work to take place in Aceh. As aid
flowed into Aceh Province, Tiro, GAM’s leader,
proposed a new rounds of peace talks, to be
mediated by former Finnish President, Martti
Ahtisaari, a 2008 Nobel Peace Prize winner and
United Nations diplomat who helped end the war
in Kosovo. Ahtisaari brokered a peace deal that
was signed in Finland, and in 2005, Indonesian
soldiers left Aceh as independence fighters laid
down their weapons.

Acehis now governed not as a province, butas a
special territory, which gives the area increased
autonomy from the central Indonesian government,
including the power to implement local, criminal
laws, even if they go against the Indonesian
government's own laws. Aceh is currently divided
into 18 regencies, and five cities. The capital and
the largest city is Banda Aceh, located on the coast
near the northern tip of Sumatra. Some local areas
are pushing to create new autonomous areas, in
order to get more local control over politics and
development.

As part of the peace deal with the Indonesian
government, Aceh’s government received the right
to introduce Sharia (Islamic) law in its territory.
However, Sharia law is controversial and people
in Aceh disagree over which specific laws should
be introduced, and even if Sharia should be
introduced at all.

Many fear that Sharia law is undemocratic and are
unhappy that aspects of Sharia breach human rights
by discriminating against women, homosexuals,
and the cultural practices of some of Aceh’s non-
Muslim minority groups. In the process of Aceh’s
rebuilding of infrastructure and social systems, there
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are those who are mindful of the inequalities which
fuelled the former conflict. There have been some
efforts to address these inequalities. For example,
recently, poor and landless people in Aceh,
including former combatants in Aceh’s armed
struggle have been promised 2 hectares of state-
owned land per household.

Many of the large NGOs and IGOs, such as the
UNDP (United Nations Development Program)
intend to pull out of Aceh by 2012, and so such
organizations are now focussing on how to make
their programs sustainable once they've left the
region.

After suffering over 30 years of fighting and the
devastating tsunami, Aceh’s people continue
struggling to rebuild their lives and society. Most of
Aceh's reconstruction work is being done by local
people, with funding coming from many international
organizations and individuals, governments, and
the people themselves.

As homes are being built and people’s basic needs
are met, Aceh’s people are also looking to improve
the quality of education.

Education in Aceh

Education has suffered greatly in Aceh, due to the
conflict and the tsunami, with an estimated 600
schools destroyed or damaged during the conflict,
affecting the education of 55,000 children. Further,
An estimated 12,000 school teachers and 177,000
students were either killed or reported missing due
to the tsunami, and more than 2,000 schools were
destroyed or severely damaged, around 1,500 of
which were primary schools. Before the tsunami, a
network of centers had been established across
the province of Aceh.

Named the “gugus” system (roughly translated to
mean the center of a star), regional centers were
established to be a source of support for the
surrounding teachers and schools. Withina cluster,
one main school served as a meeting and training
place for teachers and administrators from
surrounding schools. Unfortunately, because of the
conflict, this system had lost support and funding
and had stopped being active.

The tsunami, was a terrible event, but it did open
up opportunities for changes in education. Because
of the work that had been done before the tsunami
—the existence of the gugus system and the growing
belief in (and support for) child centered learning,
during the process of recovery and rebuilding after
the tsunami the gugus system was started again.
Although conflictin Aceh officially ended with the
peace agreement in 2005, distrust remained
between communities and schools, which were
often perceived to represent the Indonesian
government.

Various international government organizations
including USAID and AUSAID have been working
with the government and people in Aceh to build
stronger relationships and trust between Aceh
communities and their schools. The government of

Aceh now guarantees that Aceh’s children will have
access to education, at least until secondary school
level.

Free education will also be provided for children
with learning disabilities and the government has
provided special schools for this purpose.
Alongside this, Aceh’s government has passed
regulations which state it must provide education
that has local as well as national content. Achieving
all of these goals will be a challenge.

As of June, 2010, itis estimated that there is one
teacher for every nine children in Aceh, however
many of these teachers have had poor training.
Although the process of recovery from years of
conflict and the devastating tsunami has been a
difficult one, new schools are being built and
increasing numbers of teachers are being trained.

Sources: http://wapedia.mobi/en/Acehh
ttp:/lwww.thejakartaglobe.com/news/acehs-
bloody-history-shows-fierce-desire-for-
independence/356160
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/
aceh.htm
http:/Avww.aceh-eye.org/data_files/english_format/
ngo/ngo_idlo/ngo_idlo_2008_11 00.pdf
http:/mww.mw.nl/english/article/caught-out-sharia-
police-aceh
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Acehs-
Sharia-Law-Still-Controversial-in-Indonesia-
80257482.htm! http://www.atimes.com/atimes/
Southeast_Asia/KI24Ae01.html
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/
topic.cfm?ID=4885_6204_2571 173 6598
http://www.irinnews.org/
Report.aspx?Reportld=89501
http://www.acehfulbright.org/new/
http://www.urbanedjournal.org/notes/
notes0024.html
http://www.theage.com.au/world/acehs-young-
look-to-the-future-to-rebuild-after-the-tsunami-
20100523-w3x9.html
http://aceh2day.com/?paged=2

Continued from Page 5

will shoot them when they are traveling to school.
Each month, the SPDC are increasing their military
activitiesand attacks in that area. The purpose of
the SPDC building a camp in that area is to make it
easier for them to find villagers and force them to
labor in camp as porters and as mine sweepers.
Thra Nay Kaw, who is a member of the MTT
(Mobile Teacher Trainer) and responsible for
teacher training in that area said, "I have been
there quiet a few times in the past with no problems,
but lately, | haven't been able to go there. | have
seen many parents and villagers who are afraid of
the SPDC soldiers when they must travel in that
areato look for vegetables."

Htee Wa Bway Khee school is located in Kler Lwee
Htu District, Hsaw Htee Towship.
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Danish Students Support Karen State
Schools

Operation Day's Work is a fundraising project
originally founded by Swedish students in honor
of the United Nations Secretary General, Dag
Hammarskjold, who died in a plane crash in the
early 1960's. He was very active in speaking out
for oppressed people from all over the world and
received a Nobel Peace Prize after his death. The
project was given the motto ‘Give a Day for Dag’
and has expanded to other countries, with
Denmark joining in 1985. However, even after 25
years, only 50% of the Danish population knows
about Operation Day's Work and what they do.
What began in 1985 as a fundraising event has
developed into an educational process for the
students, in which they have the opportunity to
learn and use different skills. The aim of Operation
Day's Work is to help people in developing
countries to achieve their hopes and dreams and
to inform Danish youth of the challenges facing
other countries while learning about their historical,
cultural and religious contexts. It focuses on people,
struggling under challenging circumstances to gain
a better education, but does not treat them as
‘victims'. Danish students support different education
and training projects in Africa, Asia and Latin
America, focusing on youth aged between 12 and
18 years old. At the moment, the program has 16
full-time volunteers, who serve for six-month
periods from July to December, gathering and
collating information about their chosen project in
preparation for campaigning for their project in the
Danish high schools. Danish Students have funded
many projects since 1985, including projects in
Tanzania, Mozambique, Palestine and Cambodia.
In 2009, a Zimbabwean project called ‘Breaking
the Culture of Silence’ was chosen for funding. It
focused on educating Zimbabwean youth about
their democratic rights, providing them with tools to
influence their own life and break some of the
barriers which exist within Zimbabwean society.
These goals were addressed through educating
approximately 3,000 unemployed people aged 17-
28 years old from two different areas; and raising
awareness of rights amongst parents, communities
and local authorities. It was expected that, through
this project, over 3,000 youth would be able to pull
themselves away from political violence, and use
their skills and beliefs to change their conditions of
poverty and oppression.On November 3rd 2010,
over 20,000 Danish high school students are not
expected to attend school, but instead they will
work, raising money for this year’s project. As the
program consists of students who are still in school,
they will work with an international aid agency to
implement, monitor and evaluate the project. For
2010, Burma was their chosen country, helping
students aged between 12 and 18 years old, to
gain a better level of education along the Thai-
Burma border. The project is divided into two
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sections: the Burmese migrant population in
Thailand and Internally Displaced People in
eastern Burma. Due to the complex situation along
the Thai-Burma border, Danish Students
Operation Day’s Work is currently holding
discussions with the established organizations
involved, both CBOs and NGOs, as to which
specific aspects of their programs will be funded.
KTWG (Karen Teacher Working Group) is
requesting financial support for teacher subsidies,
mobile activities and KTTC-South (Karen Teacher
Training College); whilst BMWEC (Burmese
Migrant Workers Education Committee) has
requested support for three high schools and
vocational training; and WE (World Education) has
requested support for ‘Wide Horizons’, a post-ten
school. The funds that will eventually be collected
by Operation Day’s Work will be divided between
the three organizations over a three-year period.
A process of choice

How did Burma get chosen? Danish Operation
Day’'s Work is a student’s organization and so, the
students decide which projects to work with. In
November 2009, 150 active members (all high
school students) met for the general assembly. For
this occasion, they had to vote between four different
project proposals, which had been chosen by four
Danish NGOs. The Burma project won the majority
of the votes. So for the entire year of 2010, Danish
Operation Day's Work will focus only on this project,
campaigning to get the high school students of
Denmark to work on November 3'd to collect
money for the education of the Burmese youth in
the Thai-Burma border area.

Danish students visit the border

In February 2010, the first group of Danish high
school students came to Thai-Burma border to
collect information from eligible organizations. The
group also filmed interviews to use for campaigning
back in Denmark. After a three-week visit on the
border, the group went back to Denmark with a
variety of information and footage. During the 2nd
week of August, 2010, a second group of Danish
students traveled to the Thai-Burma border to follow
up the first group’s work. They worked hard to get
all the relevant information from KTWG, BMWEC
and WE, asking in-depth questions. A two-day
workshop was held with each organization. Finally,
the Danish students went back to Denmark with
much homework to do to get enough funds for
students from Migrant area and Karen State.
Comments from the students during their
visiting to the Thai-Burma border:

"We are coming here to learn and understand
the real situation. After we go back to Denmark,
we will advocate about the situation here to the
Danish students so they can understand why they
should contributing a day's work towards this issue.
As you know, Operation Day’s Work started in

Continues on Page 15




=) %ﬂ%"%%”?"g
Traditional Knowledge

mgamméqamgcﬁ:@ﬁmsﬁsimﬁ:

deoled oy’ B8z s10008 03185001 BlorcBiew
®e135m5Bim&erconmooadionpd oo
oo gosiadionicoiosl s eicolgiodie o)
oocomaeﬁ:%f)c&. C\ﬂ?:(ﬁﬁo?oﬁb@‘élwﬁmﬁmm
B:0958:400885 61, 99dmpo0:giored syl
0p5&:0088ml¢ wlon, E:508Hmenlandcrmeh
0355 0881poicdt 00d, E:Smladicyoh
100059108:0065 005§D ero0 0310550010 10
§5<5. 028 BeraosSES8r5BesB. <3
20D &:qLera003:0183 535 B H oD
3 8:q8561813:8 06181l atdoH 55
aB500:(0g)ons g:éﬁ:b@l@gpqubbcm%@gﬁ
(o@J)mﬁﬁc&. co]gtz(f)ﬁ?oﬁb:élwﬁmﬁsgzogﬁ
SBrendiopoicoioniadiontcote oFea oy ond b

8§ pmeSaBodimoiadiedssScd.

&mﬁ@gzogﬁei:b@’mélmmogﬁogooqﬁegr%coﬁoq

om@@ﬁmp_g(ﬁooqﬁelooc&ooﬁmeﬂﬁeaqwnc@ﬁ
agﬁ%é:mo%lbco]?:(ﬁﬁ?dﬁbélmmﬁo&gﬁm1
efid5:5018:6:0 “adlqiodiedahetsd
m%ﬁmoﬁ&iﬁc&, omooﬁ:&ﬁ@ogmﬁmwm
Hogdodaoi&ionicmomersdigdo(ogzergiods
@%L%?)C\%h mﬁoéﬁgﬁqﬁmwoelbaﬁmqaizo”)ﬁoﬁoﬁ
O35 6108 38:00950p 202 gl crnpslored eroph
Cgmqﬁch)ﬁ?@oﬁogﬁm®§§cb§, gzsgﬁeio@bcg
b, ©@8b el ad:001a3b g ool cndioo:
qﬁoﬁw:qﬁsgﬁeﬁelogﬁb:gcbﬁ, %:81%3’3100(95@16
:SC\\)§, Qmoaﬁiﬁ'@u%mﬁog?)m@ﬁeél&og:ogo
a910005 1029995 03l 25 0Pd 2 810 §5 826 0
03185oﬁoo:qﬁqgﬁmwﬁmogcpﬁ&pﬁglmﬁo;no
80(\510)18153’310)(95@85i§c81, SN0

oo, Soimape o, Sreogndioiooderonid

mﬁo?oggﬁmﬁmwﬁ@ﬁgl, 8:33%108§035@8§eﬁm1

§3501D 0N D 0R000D AT 09010 83D eR O

@ﬁ, Qiieof)ooﬁ:Dﬁq)oo@r;)cmmf?u%:m@@mﬁ
5o A:00:0qLs IC0Togo0HaIdD
e318:81c0 gneo ool cdrad 85 20:000h, oo
cotooiad:zoslcorcmo(ogonadonsionsd, &
533:080célm®§m0909§@1o?lgﬁoﬁc?ﬁcoﬁoq
205IQNO6D 3506 5B odladie
985 omslmeid ol conmon(ogcdieionod oo
AieiodSoomea i, o8oaiocedmaraedaslon
0o &:e35 9D od D w:ont 3D g S m
o, 8¢ wmeioigonsiopdogn, odtaol, oo
2, 0210AGLOBL, ol mu, gD, ooigo
R @MAHMSSivtcogroed g oicgopid
05& 8200008161035 concvod G o1&:080
chrcodigslanmaBizhoredeadigdad. o58:
9103:001080031 B EI000H 10239520l o10
dompdoniadionicorcoignoned 8 §icociasion
050580 5&1Nd. :080031000H5009858
a3 Hgod Iz N335 adisd:, d:00r858m
clogoniadSgeaoniadionicomudeiageslson
sl i 8009¢ B:0p58 05 81085
20:0208815H0e1d0lg:035poYdTNTGeD

o *°
QOle

03505208381 cpvicdionmaneagion:gied &
C\ﬂ@oqézb“cm@(iloégcn%ﬁ:%:oo%f)%ﬁoel@ﬁooﬁ
ppoedaiadaBaocdia3dadisd:, ¢ogidiay
OicoimaBioe1eH0ni08:452: 55081, ¢aandpdl
®B:c003d 8 aizcoqBze8inaighooriadt
B35500:000:, Ero0mr0HBAEa05sl 0
B8 0iooga8a3dm c:gionederon g
Biquea M mahmdasiadlgiodieogdeiiéo
:2298: Dol eI 05 d ol gs 03t @ eacos
20§apN RS M BlgHE 0dioicagnored
0PN pH ;I85> B quaaad:drdeigiod: o
056105l >BE DB gind:o8oahcndigsl
o Adeiionme:ndosoeindianodoad
modmp&8melonsgslanzmuddsoydon
0Hz8155dn.

oboomﬁoblg(%cowg?@a%:iﬁogﬁelcmodiﬁgm
gpedd08100imed RO mancud8Had:d:
o"):b“@[mmubcpubcpl, 35 b o
L. 835058001 33535850l B3Sa

§850g1, BSancdabon, [goanddonod

méago:e@cégosgmgﬁ— aé:eo?,_lQ?E

12

o, Dopeddopanoniedeadl, Bonaddéd
83595, DoNs35AB5p058B0d. PoNedHerod
?101830509181051@10\7(8:0?%5:05?)8088” a3
SBLon0d @M SMaSsdcdl. Egd5a3:0a85
aqzom:gfléwgﬁooﬁ@ﬁc?oﬁcoﬁoﬁﬁo?(ﬁoo(sﬁo’)ﬁ
20 03:9a0:qlag 3205, §00Haqa0:giupdEsav)
ool ogoogoniadioicooiamedayd o §looed
§pc8L. onicdiaonslanandigheidodem azhsd
0H® PP RSRH Wi d oA
c23slgS00nidesadiadBon w85, conve
¥300803352003:830003:0021 620010, 031
002209 0108350332909 DEDMH ST I
P op1d38sldolesmmadionigionipslgiodiod
ogzcéloo@ﬁoel@ﬁ(B:c;gl(g:e?ﬁ%ﬁé:iﬁc&, :D§
8050600’3%00?0’)(950%(\)1C\?§0’1§&%:3ﬁlg‘;0’)§
mﬁo’bﬁ%ﬁ@mmgeﬂ@:%ﬁ@:qﬁmwﬁ&, o:cgﬁoo
03:832003: 925805 610D 002001 2001 205 031

oo:soemﬁcplmcplmﬁmegﬁbwﬁo :Soor%ﬁoﬁ:n

3:8:000 8§05 5082 g5 0: 85 cr0 85 B8
cdwmleHa, mﬁaoﬁ@@ﬁcmogeﬂmﬁqﬁooﬁgoo
moghEweidiavoicsiza8onoemaBionoind
¢10103:001 gl oot $5 DM S e ud oot

20 595 0100 00 0 325 3] 23] 085 32 085 35 5

a8z ponionpd 8 madSaqadbdigslsmon
BosioSmboyarociicdelion oiogboriod]
85513lmgd0d5dcH ootz gdeichadm
808@1?;aqﬁ@Sooqgﬁc?oﬁmﬁmwﬁmmﬁé:mﬁm
iﬁc&, :%:c;'aowoélmﬁcom)@f)g:é:obiﬁqw:ﬂm
D e103:0 o031 9ot PSP o g ¢l o
cowmmﬁo@:%:ooﬁvaﬁmﬁdﬂ, ooﬁoﬁooﬁ@%. &0

. 91D 0010318505 00: 5 MO MRS S e

cqﬁmﬁoqooﬁmﬁ@b:mﬁmlmeﬂ cow@uui:oo%




oneobopadiane B> cdtenciyS condiap o col
QOIRor0H T3S gD

¢850lcnaagianigd (oo j)onoo:anigH8dooms:
o, “cb:tcbeﬁwo:x):(ﬁcf), i Germdadal

?20’3%0?@33%0)(9&’{(D(DWIO?)?)(‘QICDC\)W%COTL
05, wHE:0HE s u Sl Mo
BopdonubEahcdl. Sahabe campdmarden
O’aqooﬁdiﬁmﬁoﬂu&?%c&élmc&émt:\_%mo,?gea
o?ﬁcoﬁoqiwimwcaplm@ﬁwﬁmﬁogoﬁcé%@%lm
om:mcx?%mcymzeﬂﬁﬁc&, g:omcokt:o’)ﬁ@@ﬁliﬁ
00m38008100:1850350 00§50 DD RH B,
mﬁc@méoﬂ%:(ﬁﬁoemwogﬁooﬁelomqwcomal
B850 81ed: 81505 §56:0 B chropdeool
cowelboﬂ:fzzcr")ﬁo?@fn%ﬁomwﬁo?@oﬁo?%@gl&
mﬁ:qﬁooﬁ:yﬂ NN DD. mﬁoﬁooﬁ@%ﬁﬁc&
B, mﬁdﬁﬁmﬁvﬂiﬁc&agbmeﬂcm@(rﬁl@m
5309595, Eimpdolgiodioad gD
BB 10B:02DgH A8l LoD EsoYsdBHT
o, olcompdaolgiodiesdeidmpdm
oggmo?@mﬁ@oqooﬁmeﬂomceplcéld’nmsm:é:

cowaﬁaiﬁooﬁdﬂoowﬁtb r%%c&é:wr%c@h oo

DD gNH 15 qezoI 830005335
0500:0003: 09100071, 0 Rt ot ag o0 § cono (o9
Ud20501005 T D (0FEeIom DL, &ie
85w wlosmanonionbontol 85 slonud oo 5
01095 ool 9103:02101d gd1. 031 o [oFzon S
B, Ezolaoonadd gdioy dzo0 0o mMH on
039, 2000 BSmelogoniogionadl, 0I5
ogﬁac"):cggmzo?msgﬁogﬁmgﬁ, mﬁ(ﬁ?)oéﬁ?ﬁog
10U p88me M 32 0yloe o35 A8d
condzaBiommbocdigindioonigdeionicnsag

858181553

13

Celebrating Karen Traditional Wrist
Tying Ceremony

OnAugust 26" there were a wrist tying ceremony
in Karen State in the Hko Kay area. Many people
attended the ceremony including: the local authority,
villagers, and elders some of whom practice the
animist religion.

KTTC (Karen Teacher Training College) teachers
and students also participated in the ceremony.
Altogether 14 elders and 162 other people attended
the ceremony. For the opening speech, one of the
elders, an animist and practitioner of traditional
indigenous knowledge, talked about the spirit of
the wrist tying ceremony.

After the opening ceremony, the chair of KTWG
(Karen Teacher Working Group), Thara Mu Ler
Htoo, talked about the purpose of celebrating the
wrist tying ceremony, saying "The wrist tying takes
place only one day a year. We want to understand
better the purpose of this ceremony, how our
ancestors and elders celebrated it in the past and
how it has changed over time. We hope that the
elders who have attended this ceremony today
will share their history of the wrist tying ceremony
with us.

We also want to learn those cultural traditions that
many of us have forgotten such as traditional life
and environmental skills, traditional music and
musical instruments, weaving, basket and net
making. We want to learn how our elders created
things from the environment around them and how
they lived and helped each other in their daily
lives, and how these practices may have changed.
We don't want to lose our traditional culture, we
wish to understand it better and carry on our
traditions now and in future generations. That is
the purpose of celebrating the wrist tying ceremony
today."

A traditional elder woman from Hko Kay village ,
Nya Naw Lah Say Wah said, "We have been doing
this wrist tying ceremony in our home every year
as we are traditional people and animists and we
wish to carry on celebrating the ceremony every
year. In my opinion, there is a difference between
celebrating the ceremony at home in small groups
and in a larger group in public. And it seems like
the ceremony is changing every year. | can't explain
it exactly, but when | was small girl, my parents
celebrated it differently than the way it is celebrated
now. But, itis still celebrated in the spirit of the original
purpose.

Our parents said, ‘Even if the wrist ties are broken
the wrist tying ceremony will carry.’

Our parents taught us and encouraged us with
these words. That's why today | am passing these
words on to all of us who are at the ceremony so
thatitis carried on into the next generation. Here
we start the ceremony together and it is shared by
all of us. Butin our home we didn't usually do it like
that. Before we started, everyone was beside the
ladder and when the old people were collected,
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they started calling back their souls like a poem
and said, (Traditional spiritual) "Oh my soul come
back" "don't live in sky" "don't live in the water"
“don't live in hell" "don't live in the tomb" "oh my
soul come back come back" "come back to live with
your family" "come back to live with your friends"
“come back to eat good food and drink" and this
poem was recited by our old people. And after that,
we all wentinside and started tying wrists, reciting
the poem "youth to old people” "old people to youth"
which was a form of blessing.

Now things are different, a few years | went to a
Buddhist school for the ceremony as a nun. At the
ceremony, the wrists were tied by a great monk as
ablessing and after we ate together, but no meat,
only vegetables. When | was | small, | was an
animist until | became an adult. Actually, this is my
experience and it is my belief that the ceremony is
originally connected with animism.

Those leaders who are trying to develop Karen
society and improve Karen lives with education
have sometimes said that wrist tying is just a tradition
for animists. And some people say that wrist tying
and other spiritual traditions are just religious
practices, but in my opinion we need to maintain
and continue to practice and understand Karen
wrist tying and other spiritual traditions as important
parts of our Karen culture which connect us with
our traditional elders and ancestors from the ancient
world.’

Pu Maw Wah who is responsible for leading
battalion No. 102 said, "Now that | am really old, |
have celebrated the Karen wrist tying ceremony
so many times that | can't count them. | wish to
speak to the young generation and say that many
of the Karen traditional practices have been lost,
as we Karen now practice different religions. Also,
| dare say that many Karen people have forgotten
about the wrist tying ceremony.

When celebrating the traditional spiritual practice of
Karen wrist tying with my parents in Lu Thaw
Township many years ago, my parents told me
‘When you celebrate Karen wrist tying don't link it
with any kind of religion. Animism, or other religions
and wrist tying should be kept separate.’

Wirist tying and other traditional spiritual practices
are for all of the Karen nationality whatever their
religion, as these originate with our traditional
ancestors from the ancient world before modern
religions came into being. Just be aware that wrist
tying or other traditions shouldn’t be linked to any
religion. Traditional ways that we can keep, we will
keep, and hope all of the religions leaders from all
of the religions can be able to understand and
know about these traditions."

Pu Maw Wah concludes saying that the the most
important thing that every one of us needs to
beware of is that amongst the Karen people we
don't want any religious discrimination about
traditional knowledge and traditional spiritual ways
oflife.
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Continued from Page 11

Sweden and not so many students in Denmark
know much about it. Moreover, the government doesn't
organize this, therefore, we (the Operation ADay’s Work
board members) have to try very hard to raise awareness
aboutit."

(Marie Harup Jensaen, a graduate student and Operation
ADay's Work board member)

"Being here made me understand and hopefully | will be
able to convince highs school students in Denmark to
help and support this when | go home. As everything
gets closer, | realize how important this project is."
(Olga Juul, Operation Day's Work volunteer)

"We realized that IDP(Internally Displaced People) and
the migrant workers from Burma are the most vulnerable
when we were seeking decision to choose. It's mean
thatthey are not hopeless. These people are very strong
with maintaining their schooling even though they are
living in the worse situation. We also want to support
the people who are struggling for their.

(Emilo Dall, OD volunteer)
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Interview With Naw Paw Eh Wah

Naw Paw Eh Wah is from "Mu Village, Warm Raw
Township, Do Playa District. She has now come to No
Poe refugee camp to continue her studies. Thru Pwgo
interviewed Naw Paw Eh Wah about her history of
education, from her early studies in her village until she
reached the refugee camp where she is now.

Q- Canyou tell me a little bit about your biography?

A- My name is Naw Paw Eh Wah, I'm 17 years old,
and | have no brothers or sisters. I'm alone.

Q- Canyou tell me about your studies and what they
have been like?

A- Since, | was first able to study, | studied at my
village, called Mu village, until the 7" standard. There
was no schooling past the 7 standard in my village, so
| traveled to K'ser Poe for the 8" standard.

Q- As | know, there is a high school close to your
village. Why didn't you go to study at that school?
A-Yes, you're right, there is a high school which goes to
the 10" standard at Pa Pra village, which is close to my.
Actually, it's a SPDC (State Peace and Development
Council) high school whichis controlled by the Burmese
government. If I'd wanted to attend that school, I'd have
needed to give them an SPDC certificate showing that
I've passed school up till the high school level. But, as
you know, for us, we've finished school in our community
and our village, but to go to their SPDC school is
impossible because they do not recognize our education
system in Karen State. That's why I've chosen another
path for my future studies.

Q- How did you arrive at the No Poe refugee camp?
A-lknew that, If | just stayed in my village, | would not
have had an opportunity for further study at the high
school level and that's why my parents were trying to
looking for other options for me. Finally, | met with the
one of the Do Pla Ya education workers, who showed
me where | could attend high school, guiding me No Poe
refugee camp, which is located on the Thai-Burma border.
Q- Which grade are you studying now?

A- Now I'm studying at grade 12.

Q- Aslunderstand, in Karen State, the highest education
standard is the 10" standard, and so if you complete the
10" standard, you have finished high school completely.
But, in the refugee camp, the high school level goes until
grade 12, which you need to finish to complete high
school. So, given this, you passed the 7" standard
(equivalent to grade 9) in your village, but when you
came No Poe, you entered the 10th standard (grade 12).
How are you dealing with the change of system?

A- Actually, when | came here to No Poe to apply to
study at the school, | went together with our district
township leader, so | didn't really know what was
happening. But when | started going to school, | realized
that I was in grade 12. It's a bit different between Karen
State and the refugee camp, and at first, this confused
me, but now | know more through talking with me friends
about it. Now, | understand the differences between the
refugee camp and Karen State. For example, the 8"
standard in Karen State is grade 10in the refugee camp,
the 9" standard is grade 11 and the10" standard is grade
12.

Q- Are the subjects difficult for you?

A-The subjects are not really difficult for me because the
subjects they are teaching in the refugee camps and in
Karen State are the same. Those subjects are brought
from here to Karen State. And also, most of the teachers
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who taught us in Karen State finished their studies in the
refugee camps along the Thai-Burma border. So, they
are not so difficult or different.

Q- When you finish your studies in the refugee camp are
you willing to study further?

A- It depends on my parents, because | know that my
parents are getting old and as | am an only child, they
have no other children to take care of them. So, | need to
take care of them, it's my responsibility.

Q- What will you do when you go back to your village?
A- When | go back to my village, | will work as a
teacher if there is a position available for me.

Q- To become a teacher, you need to attend the training,
so where will you go for that?

A-There is an only one way to get teacher training in our
village, and that is through the Summer Vacation Training
(SVT), which is done in my village every summer. |'m
willing to attend that training. Also, in 2007 | already
received that training once.

Q-As | understand it, there are many things that you can
doin and around your village such as, community work,
development work, etc., so why do you want to be a
teacher?

A- The reason is | don't want to live so far from my
parents. Also, | don't have any brothers or sisters and |
miss not having siblings, and | believe that, if | teach in
the school, my students will all be like my younger
brothers and sisters. Otherwise, if my parents would
like me to continue into further study, I'l continue.

Q- Are you happy studying in the refugee camp?

A- Yes, I mean, for studying itis ok, but it's doesn't feel
like our village and our original place. And also, it's very
far away from my parents and sometime | feel homesick.
From when | was a baby until growing up, | have never
been away from my parents like this.

Q- There are many subjects that you study, which is
your favorite?

A- My favorite subject is Karen, because it's our subject,
our language and it's easy to speak and all of it makes
sense to me. Also, it gives us a brief history of our Karen
nationality and we learn many things about this. For us,
if we are studying about Burmese subjects, it seems like
history, but it makes no sense because we don't
understand it and we just try to read through it all. So, it
doesn't give us so much thatis understandable, or that
we can relate to. So, when | go back to my village to
teach, | will teach Karen subjects and Karen history.
Q- When you came to the refugee camp how did you
feel, because before that you had only lived in Karen
State?

A- If have to tell the truth, in the refugee camp, itis very
noisy for me, because so many people live here and
when [ first arrived | couldn't sleep at all because of the
noise. Also, | miss my friends and my family in Karen
State.

Q- How much s the difference in school costs between
the refugee camp and Karen state?

A- In Karen State the cost is more, because in the
refugee camp, it seems like we only need to pay half the
costs of liveng because we can get support from
(COERR) which issues us with soap, candles,
shampoo, tooth brushes and powder every month. Also,
for those who live in the dormitory, they get further
support, such as umbrellas, shoes and uniforms.

Q- What aboutrice, where do you get it from?

Continues on page 19
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Teacher Education

Using a Variety of Different
Techniques for Students

People learn in different ways. Some people learn
alanguage best by seeing it written down. Others
learn by hearing it spoken. Some people like to
experiment with new language, whereas others
like to be sure they can produce new language
correctly before they try using it. Because of this,
teachers should use a variety of different
techniques. Thatis why we have written this book.

Skills-focused Activities, which looks at ways
to improve students' reading, listening, writing and
speaking. There are sub-sections with activities
you can do before and after these task.

Pre- task Activities

Before you read Before you listen
Before you write Before you speak

1. Introduce the Topic

These activities focus students' attention on the
topic. They do this by eliciting opinions, ideas or
prior knowledge students may have about the topic.

As a teacher, finding out what students already
know or think is very useful. You can use this
information to figure out how long you need to
spend on a topic, what language they are familiar
with, and how interested they are.

1.1 Brainstorm
a. Tellstudentsthe topic
b.  Elicit what they know or think about the
topic. Write all their ideas on the board,
even if they are factually incorrect.
This could be:
- alistofitems, e.g. animals or
emotions
- alistoffactsabouta
situation, e.g. everything
they know about ASEAN or
global warming
- opinions, e.g. arguments for
and against free university
education.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge and
ideas about the topic

Practicalities: class discussion with board

1.2 Group Brainstorm Competition
a.  Students work in groups of
3-8. Each group has one writer,
who has a pen and paper. Give
groups a time limit of 2-5 minutes.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge
and ideas about the topic

Practicalities: students work in group of 3-8
b.  Groups listas much as they can about
the topic within the time limit.

c.  Get Group to read out their lists. The
group with the longest list is the winner.
Write all their items or ideas on the board
to make a class list.

1.3 Discuss the Topic
There are a few ways to do this:
- Askstudents about their own
experience.
Have you ever
seen a ghost?
Are you afraid of
ghost?
- Tellashort personal story
about the topic.
One night, | was
walking home
along the river.
Suddenly | heard
avoice, but......
- Write a sentence stating an opinion
about the topic. Elicit students' opinions.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge,
ideas and opinions about the topic

Practicalities: class discussion

Inalarge class, get students to discuss the topic
in groups.

2. Pre-teach Vocabulary

These activities look at the key vocabulary
students will need:

- tounderstand a reading or
listening text

- toperform awriting or
speaking task

If you pre-teach key vocabulary, students can
concentrate on the skill goal of the task more
easily.

- thereading, listening, writing
or speaking- without having
to spend a lot of time finding
outwhat each unfamiliar
word means.

2.1 Match the Vocabulary
Students match unfamiliar key words with:
- adefinition
- asynonym
- apicture
- gapsinatext
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Purpose: students are exposed to key words
and meanings

Practicalities: students work from the board of
worksheets

Preparation: prepare matching exercises

2.2 Elicit the Word

There are a few ways to do this:
-Mime the word. Use actions to
demonstrate

the meaning of the word:

Purpose: students remember and share the
meaning of key words.

Practicalities: class discussion
Preparation: find and draw some pictures if
necessary

Swimming Mime with arm movements

Ask: Whatam | doing?
Akey Mime unlocking a door, pointto
the key.

Ask: What's this?

-Show or draw a picture:
Global Warming Draw a picture of the
Earth with flames around it.
Love draw a heart
Often Draw a line. Mark never
at one end and always at the other.

Mark points along it:
usually, hardly ever, etc.

- Give a description of the word.
- Give a translation of the word.

Allow the students time to think. If they don't know
the work, tell it to them and write it on the board.

2.3 Concept-checking Questions
a. Write a key word on the board
b. ask basic questions aboutit, e.g.

Purpose: check that students understand

meanings of new words
Practicalities: class discussion with board

giganticis it more than 'big' or less than

'big"?(more)

key is it made of wood? (No)
Where do you use it? (in a
door)

Cassette Does it have speakers? (No)

Can you store music on it? (Yes)

Itis a good idea to concept-check all new
vocabulary, even if you have already elicited it.



3. Prediction

These activities generate interest in the task.
They get students to guess the content or
language of a text, or the language and content
involved in producing one. They are more
commonly used before reading or listening tasks.

3.1 Predict from the Title
a. Write the title of the reading or listening text on
the board.

Purpose: check that students understand
meanings of new words

Practicalities: class discussion with board

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

3.2 Predict from Key Words
a. Write key words from the text on the board.

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

Purpose: students infer content of a text from
key words
Practicalities: class discussion with board

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

3.3 Predict from Pictures

a. Show pictures from the text

or related to the text.

Some texts have pictures that you
can copy and give to the students.

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

Purpose: students infer content of a text from
pictures.

Practicalities: class discussion
Preparation: get pictures related to the text

4. Presenting a Reading Text

The most common way to present a reading text
is to show them the text — by handing it to them
on paper, telling them to read it in their textbook,
or writing it on the board for them. This is fine, but
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it can be useful to also give students a task to do
while they are reading.

4.1 Focus Questions

a. Write one, two or three questions that
can be answered from reading the text.
The questions should be general- focus on
the main ideas.

b. Students read the text and answer the
questions.

Purpose: students read to identify the main
ideas.,

Practicalities: students work from board. They
can work individually, or in pairs or groups.

Preparation: Prepare questions.

4.2 Order the Text

a. Make enough copies of a reading text

so there is one per student, pair or group.
Cutitinto phrases, sentences or paragraphs.

b. Students put the text in order.

Purpose: students read for gist and decide
sequence.

Practicalities: students work individually, or in
pairs or groups

Preparation: cut up copies of a text- one per
student, pair or group.

4.3 Identify the Main Idea

a. Write the correct main idea the text, and two or
three incorrect main ideas (supporting points or
incorrect ideas) in multiple choice format.

b. Students read the text, and identify which is
the correct main point.

Purpose: students read for gist and identify the
main idea.

Practicalities: best with a non-fiction text; an
article, essay or opinion text, rather than a story.
Students work individually, or in pairs or groups.
Preparation: prepare a multiple choice question
about the main idea

Continued from page 15

A- The problems is we are new arrivals who
entering the refugee camp so, we don't get any
rice yet, but the house owner where we take shelter
is asking for rice contributions from other people in
the camp, to help support us for a few months at
least.

Q- How many people are participating in education
in your village?

A-Inmy village, I have seen really good community
participation in education. Parents, teachers and
students are working well. Even though our village
is small, now we have education until the 9"
standard. Next year, this will be extended until the
10" standard. | appreciate that kind of participation.
Also for teacher support, the parents are supporting
them with food. Especially, for the guest teachers,
parents provide them with food regularly as well
as some of their other basic needs.

Q- How do you arrange a place to stay for guest
teachers?

A- The community cooperated together and built a
dormitory for the guest teachers, which is near the
school.

Q- Where did the teachers who teach in your
village school graduate from?

A- Most of the teachers graduated from border
area schools such as, KTTC (Karen Teacher
Training College) in Karen State and TPC
(Teacher Preparation Course) in the refugee
camps. Afew teachers are from our local community.
We still don't have any teachers who graduated
from Burma yet.

Q- For the teachers who are teaching in your
village, how do you arrange for their basic needs?
A-For each child attending school, we give one tin
of rice and 10 thousand Kyat to the school committee
to distribute to the teachers, so, if you send 2 children
to school, you need to pay 2 tins of rice and 20
thousand Kyat.

Q- Finally, can you offer some words of advice
and encouragement for the students who are living
away from their parents and studying?

A- | have seen many students who stay far from
away with their families to get an education, and
they often abandon their studies and run away.
For those people, | want to give them a few words
of encouragement drawn from my own experience
by saying | understand that when we strive to get
an education life isn't always comfortable.

Even when we have to face many kinds of
problems, we don't need to give up. We can keep
ourselves strong and fix our minds to the future, for
our parents and communities, so we are able to
move forward and achieve our educational goals.
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Reader Feedback % )

20qp l9p, ppogrerosi8E:ZeidiguaassBaBion The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
0g335p BpeBcfarqpasdortm8p(ocgodorapsiiosddE: | newsletter, wants to share certain experience, ideas and
i gietcmom fropp s cdioociand ., oosiedpE:0 | information that we hope is useful for the development
omcopana3bEqiiaBiondaBod qangis:"opeslBopoxiad | of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
sqlssloppaglogn” corosiogb b apdopeacsiciadbaqooleadisd | opinions and news to help us achieve this goal.

C\%le OC\%§ U)ﬁ(\)1§(7)&?1()8?)§0)ﬁ({)5(7ﬁ§, §OOSO?8, O)ﬁ(\%l%l
B &:oniupddiogdalé Bsasdoqonmdenimayicaqanddbor: | Please write below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
> 81gdcdi sqaddmdsoiand. olercdB&onicdSBamssl | games, poems, experiences and anything else you
058Godgpadigeion. SioidemoingbaslogioniopSasleim@:ont | believe would be useful to share in this newsletter.
oénodiEonaSiammBSdoioyoi§ssdomat. s¢f | Make sure you include your name, date and place
5908550510z pi8adl8. oxin8Siorimamamsbeaqasins | that you live when you write to us. Please use a plain
205(9)61c858:938:c81635c81B: 00 glonart.  setagqiosiog8S piece of paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
%Soogaqwﬁgm’a@wm(@ﬁ, ooﬁgloibzogz(o%o'])ﬁﬁo:)@glco@mmﬁ@a send your pUZZ|e game, please pUt the answer.

We are looking forward to hearing from you!

° ° Q oC o Qo 9
C\DS(DZYEIZO’] @mlmmam@aﬁs:oo?(rﬂl%?)m@ﬁ,

N R:000D 918§ 20q Dednondontonedecngt | KTWG P.O Box39 Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110 Thailand.
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Influenza Spread Causes Schools to
Close
A source from Mae La Oon Refugee camp reports that
aserious strain of influenza has spread across the camp
over the last week forcing schools to close. Saw Toe
Ma, a teacher at Mae La Oon No. 1 High School said
that, "People started to get influenza last week and
since then it has spread quickly. Children are especially
susceptible and schools are places where influenza
can spread easily and quickly. For this reason, we
have closed all schools in Mae La Oon Camp. The
time to reopen schools will depend on our ability to
contain the spread of the influenza."

There are 5 high schools, 1 middle school, 2 primary
schools, and 7 nursery schools with a total of 6901
students and 311 teachers in Mae La Oon refugee camp.

SPDC Will Send Their Teachers to

Community School

In September and October during the 2010-2011
academic year, the SPDC (State Peace and
Development Council) have asked for permission from
the local tract authority to send their teachers to Klaw
Hta school which was ran by the community.
Villagers, students and teachers can't go to the SPDC
School because the DKBA is logging the area and has
placed landmines around the school. Thra Lwee Gay
who takes responsibility of Mu Traw District as a joint
secretary and is at the same time a member of the MTT
(Mobile Teacher Trainers) said, "Since the beginning of
the school year, students and teachers have not dared
to go to school because of the SPDC’s and DKBA's
landmines. Actually, they set placed lots of landmines
around the school, but the local authority still can't find
all of them. Therefore, parents are not supporting their
children to go to school. For that reason, the SPDC has
taken advantage of the situation and is willing to build
their school in that area. First, they asked permission
fromthe local tract leader, but the local tract leader sent
the request it to the township level and township level
sent it to the district level, but they haven't give any
decision yet.”

The SPDC has the specific plan to build up the school
and give support for the students’ materials and school's
equipment and also teachers’ subsidies as well. The
SPDC will choose the teachers themselves, from their
own members.Thra Lwee Gay went on to say, “This is
a very exciting time for discussion and negotiation on
this issue. On the township and district level we have
not agreed with this pushing our Karen teachers away
and sending their SPDC teachers to build up the school.
If we are going to agree with this, it will cause a bit of a
problem for us because it means the SPDC will send
more and more of their members to take control of the
area. After that, our people will face with many kinds of
problems with the local economy. Also our children will
find it difficult to learn in an SPDC school. We already
know that if we accept this now, the situation will get
worse and worse."

Klaw Hta School is located in Mu Traw District, Bu Tho
Township, Mae Nu village tract.

KED Develops Teacher to Student Ratio
Policy

During the Karen Education Department (KED) Annual
meeting held from May 10-12, a number of important
policy decisions were taken to improve the overall quality
of education throughout Karen State. One of the most
important decisions is that schools are expected to have

aminimum ratio of 15 students to 1 teacher. This policy
will take effectimmediately. Scott O'Brien, the former
Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG)
Executive Director explains that KSEAG will follow
the new policy when providing education assistance to
schools. He said, "In terms of teacher subsidy support,
KSEAG will continue to provide teacher subsidies for
all teachers — so long as the teacher-student ratio is
met. Forexample, if a school has 4 teachers and 80
students (the ratio being 1 teacher to 20 students) then
all teachers will receive support. However, if a school
has 4 teachers and 48 students (the ratio being 1 teacher
to 12 students) then teacher subsidy support will only

be for the teacher number that fits the students (in this
case, 3 teachers). Insuch cases, the subsidies for 3
teachers will be divided evenly amongst the four
teachers. Itis the responsibility of the school committee
to choose how many teachers they will have in their
school."

The former KSEAG Executive Director went on to
explain that small schools, sometimes referred to as
‘Home’ schools, would need to attach themselves to
larger schools in the area. He explained, "Over the
past years KSEAG had seen a number of schools with
one teacher and only 8 or 9 students. While, in some
cases we understand the need for these small schools
because of distance and security reasons, itis necessary
that they attach themselves with larger schools for proper
management of the education system as well as to
meet minimum policy standards. It does not necessarily
mean that they need to send their students to the larger
school, but it does mean that they need to combine their
statistics with the larger schools statistics, share a school
number, and receive education assistance as one
school." The former director concluded by saying, "Itis
up to local school committees to decide how many
teachers their schools will have —to decide themselves
what the teacher-student ratio will be. KSEAG will
follow KED policy and provide assistance accordingly.

| think this is a good and fair policy. This year, we will
increase the teacher subsidy that we provide. For most
teachers, this will mean an increase in the amount they
receive. For schools where the teacher-student ratio is
higher than the KED policy, than this increase will need
to be divided accordingly. We need all education leaders
and teacher trainers to explain the new KED policies
clearly to school committees, teachers and parents so

that there is no misunderstanding."

KYP Post-Ten School Program
Available in Mergui-Tavoy District

On September 6™ 2010, KYP (Karen Youth
Empowerment) post-ten school was opened in Mergui-
Tavoy district by the Karen Youth Empowerment
committee and Cultural and Traditional Development
committee. The purposes of the school are to support
Karen youth to maintain their own culture, traditions,
language, behavior and build connections with the
community, and unite participants as they prepare for
work and their future lives.

Pa Doh Nay Gay Kaw who has the responsibility of
being Mergui-Tavoy's education coordinator as well as
the Youth Empowerment Program (YEP) committee
chair said, "This is the first post-ten school in our district.
We haven'thad any post ten school like it before." Also,
he added "We are hoping for the youth to be able to
participate in the community and work for the Karen
nation. Also we provide an opportunity for learning and
hopefully they will pass those skills on to the community
too."
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The core subjects taught in the school are: Karen culture
and traditions, Karen politics, Burmese politics, and Karen
history. Additional courses include: leadership and
management, law, human rights, observation and critical
thinking, community development, English and
computers. The maximum number of students is 20 and
there are currently 19 students and 3 teachers (from the
YEP committee). At this time the YEP committee are
looking for more teachers such as Karen youth leaders,
teachers from border area also from abroad. They are
also inviting volunteers from any nationality to work at
the school. Studies will take place over one year. The
first 8 months of study will be at the school and the other
4 months will be practical work in the field.

KRCEE Evaluates Mathematics and

Science Curriculum

From the 16th to 27th of August, 2010 in Mae La refugee
camp, KRCEE (Karen Refugee Committee Education
Entity) which is taking responsibility for Karen education
inthe 7 Karen refugee camps in Thailand, are reevaluating
their curriculum materials, such as in mathematics and
science. KRCEE primary education secretary, Naw
Thoo Lei Paw, said, "When we had our education meeting
in 2007, everybody agreed to evaluate the curriculum
materials each year. Also, in 2008-2009 we provided the
curriculum materials, but at this time we are reevaluating
them and considering how to improve them for the future."
During July, KRCEE had already created the curriculum
syllabus for mathematics and science for the primary
level, but the secondary level materials will be done by
the end of August.

She added, "We still have many syllabuses to do. For
the English syllabus we just finished grade 1, but for
grades 2 -12 we use the old syllabuses. Actually, our
aim is to complete the social study syllabuses for grades
1-12in October. Also the Karen syllabuses, grades 1 -
12, will be done in September.”

KRCEE has been working with ZOA(Zuid Oost Azie)
for many years in education for the 7 refugee campsin
Thailand, butin 2012, ZOAwill hand over the education
work to U-Sarn Kanae and the vocational work to ADRA.

KSEAG Completed Collecting Schools
Information

Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG) has
been collecting Karen State Schools' profile information
since August. This process is now completed and the
data has been collated. Soon, KSEAG will provide
teachers’ subsidies to the Karen State teachers for 2010-
11 academic year. Saw Kolo Htoo, a coordinator of
KSEAG said, "This year, we are planning to distribute
teacher subsidies a little earlier. Last year, we distributed
the teacher subsidy in November but we are planning to
distribute from the 3 and 4™ week of October until the 1
and 2 week of November this year."

The number of schools in Karen State increases every
year. Saw Kolo Htoo added, " The number of schools in
the seven districts has increased by thirty this year. This
shows that communities are eager to reduce illiteracy in
Karen State." The school statistics for the 2010-11
academic year will soon be available for release.

Celebrating the Wrist Tying Ceremony
Throughout the Refugee Camps and
Karen State

Karen year 15.08.2749 (26.08.2010) was the lunar full
moon day and Karen people all around the world
celebrated the Wrist Tying Ceremony. (To learn more

about Karen history click on these links) (http:/
www.burmalibrary.org/docs3/karenmuseum-01/ or http:/
Iwww.burmalibrary.org/docs3/karenmuseum-01/
History/migratory_period.htm), The wrist tying ceremo-
ny has been celebrated since at least 2017BC, when
Karen people started to move from Te Sat Mae
Ywar(Mongolia). As it was recognized as a special
day, all the schools were closed and celebrated the
Wrist Tying Ceremony. Thara Hgay Po Hai, who is a
secretary of Karen Education Department and once an
animist for 24 years said" This Wrist Tying Ceremony
was mostly celebrated by the animists. But now, all
Karen people celebrate and it is a great opportunity for
families to gather once a year, regardless of religion".
The ceremony was widely celebrated in the Refugee
camps as well. Thara Ka Lay, who is a headmaster of
No 1 high school in Noe Poe camp said, "We planned
the competition for the students on this special day to
make the students to know and respect their own culture
and customs. We set up a Poetry competition about the
Wrist Tying ceremony for grades one through six, essay
writing for grade seven to twelve and for the public,
there is an article writing competition”.

He added, "In the past, some people though that this
day was a religious ceremony, but now, it's been
changed. For me, even | though am a Christian; the
Wrist Tying day was a cultural gift that was left by our
ancestors and not religious”.

This special Wrist Tying Ceremony was also celebrated
for the first time in the KTTC (Karen Teacher Training
College) School in Ho Kay. Over 200 Students,
teachers, and local villagers all joined the ceremony for
spiritual service.

Teacher Profiles for the 2010-2011
Academic Year Collected by KRCEE
KRCEE (Karen Refugee Committee Education Entity)
is the organisation responsible for education within the
seven refugee camps in Thailand. They have recently
completed collecting the camp schools’ profiles for the
2010-2011 academic year. The number of teachers for
2010-2011 in each camp is as follows: Mae La Oon
307, Mae Ra Ma Laung 301, Mae La 468, Umpuim
219, Noe Poe 207, Dong Yan 126, and Htam' Him
176.

Thara Mu Paw Ku Thay, KRCEE in charge of operation
and administration said, “ Although more teachers
resettled to third country, we were still able to recruit
sufficient replacement teachers in time for the start of the
academic year. Therefore, | couldn't see any gaps
compared with last year's teacher profile. In fact, the
number of teachers is even increasing in some refugee
camps.”

According to the teachers’ profile collected by KRCEE
for 2009-2010, the number of teachers for each camp
last year were: Mae La Oon 281, Mae Ra Ma Laung
238, Mae La 547, Umpuim 229, Noe Poe 100, Dong
Yan 66 and Htam' Him 96. These were the teachers
who received support from ZOA.

SPDC Build New Camp Force School
Closed

Since April 2010, SPDC (State Peace and Development
Council) army built their camp and troops which located
close to Htee Wa Bway Hkee school. This has caused
a problem for the villagers who must walk close to the
camp to search for food. Village children are also finding
it very difficult because they are afraid the SPDC troops

Continues on Page 9
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Aceh, Indonesia

Aceh Province, is a special territory of Indonesia,
located on the northern tip of the island of Sumatra.
Most of Aceh’s inhabitants are Muslim and the area
is believed to be where Islam was first introduced
to Southeast Asia (around the 12th century).

No one is sure about the origin of the name “Aceh”.
Even the Acehnese language has no word which
is the same, or similar to “Aceh”. Although there is
no certainty about its actual origins, there is a
popular folktale which deals with the origins of the
word “Aceh”. The folktale explains that an Indian
princess arrived on the island of Sumatra looking
for her little sister and found her there.

The princess told the local people that the girl was
her “aci” or her little sister. Since the people were
fond of her and she behaved well, they made her
their queen, and the area where they lived was
then called “aci”. Another claim for the origins of the
name is that it comes form the Indian word “aca” or
“atca”, meaning “beautiful”,

Although Islam is the dominant religion, Aceh is a
culturally diverse area, with a variety of ethnic and
language groups. The major ethnic groups are the
Acehnese, Gayo, Alas, Tamiang, Aneuk Jamee
(descendant from Minangkabau), Kluet and
Simeulue. There is also a significant population of
Chinese, who are influential in the business and
financial communities.

Aceh has a history of political independence and
fierce resistance to control by outsiders, including
the former Dutch colonists and the Indonesian
government. Aceh has substantial natural
resources, including oil and natural gas - some
estimates putAceh gas reserves as being the largest
inthe world. Relative to most of Indonesia, Aceh is
areligiously conservative area.

Aceh struggles for independence after 1945
Shortly after Indonesia declared independence
from the Dutch in 1945, Aceh’s popular, Muslim
leader, Teungku Muhammad Daud Beureu'eh
declared war on the new government. He saw the
first president as having gone back on his word
after Aceh provided valuable financial and military
assistance against the Dutch.

Beureu’eh wanted to make Aceh a special,
autonomous province thatwould be run as an Islamic
theocracy, but at the end of the struggle, autonomy
was not achieved. Beureu'eh and his Darul Islam
movement revolted against the young nation to
establish an independent Muslim state that
recognized Sharia, (Islamic law) as the only law.
They fought the Indonesian army in a guerilla war
that continued until a peace deal granted Aceh
autonomy, but not independence, in 1962.

Many in Aceh were unhappy with this situation
because they did not receive real autonomy and
because the Indonesian Army continued to
perpetrate human rights abuses against Aceh’s
people. Fourteen years later, another separatist
movement headed by the leader, Tengku Hasan

Muhammad di Tiro, began operating in Aceh. Tiro
gave a speech on Dec. 4", 1976, that launched
the Free Aceh Movement (GAM). Many young
people, inspired by Tiro’s goal of total
independence, fought the Indonesian military in
the jungles of Sumatra. Tiro and his followers
claimed Jakarta exploited Aceh's natural resources,
but gave back little to the Aceh'’s people. ( ( More
than 25,000 people were killed in the nearly 30-
year armed conflict between GAM and the
Indonesian military.

Tiro himself was injured in 1977 and went abroad,
ending up in Stokholm, Sweden, where he stayed
for almost 30 years.During this time, Aceh was
virtually shut off from the outside world, as armed
conflict took its toll not only on the lives of many of
Aceh’s people, but also on the island’s economy.
Although there were alternating periods of violence
and relative quiet, it was not until 2002, that the
Indonesian government initiated peace talks with
GAM leaders, but even then, there was little
progress.

While efforts to create peace were under way, a
powerful earthquake and tsunami hit Aceh on Dec.
26™, 2004. More than 200,000 people were killed
and hundreds of thousands of others injured. Both
sides then agreed to a cease-fire, to allow
humanitarian work to take place in Aceh. As aid
flowed into Aceh Province, Tiro, GAM’s leader,
proposed a new rounds of peace talks, to be
mediated by former Finnish President, Martti
Ahtisaari, a 2008 Nobel Peace Prize winner and
United Nations diplomat who helped end the war
in Kosovo. Ahtisaari brokered a peace deal that
was signed in Finland, and in 2005, Indonesian
soldiers left Aceh as independence fighters laid
down their weapons.

Acehis now governed not as a province, butas a
special territory, which gives the area increased
autonomy from the central Indonesian government,
including the power to implement local, criminal
laws, even if they go against the Indonesian
government's own laws. Aceh is currently divided
into 18 regencies, and five cities. The capital and
the largest city is Banda Aceh, located on the coast
near the northern tip of Sumatra. Some local areas
are pushing to create new autonomous areas, in
order to get more local control over politics and
development.

As part of the peace deal with the Indonesian
government, Aceh’s government received the right
to introduce Sharia (Islamic) law in its territory.
However, Sharia law is controversial and people
in Aceh disagree over which specific laws should
be introduced, and even if Sharia should be
introduced at all.

Many fear that Sharia law is undemocratic and are
unhappy that aspects of Sharia breach human rights
by discriminating against women, homosexuals,
and the cultural practices of some of Aceh’s non-
Muslim minority groups. In the process of Aceh’s
rebuilding of infrastructure and social systems, there
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are those who are mindful of the inequalities which
fuelled the former conflict. There have been some
efforts to address these inequalities. For example,
recently, poor and landless people in Aceh,
including former combatants in Aceh’s armed
struggle have been promised 2 hectares of state-
owned land per household.

Many of the large NGOs and IGOs, such as the
UNDP (United Nations Development Program)
intend to pull out of Aceh by 2012, and so such
organizations are now focussing on how to make
their programs sustainable once they've left the
region.

After suffering over 30 years of fighting and the
devastating tsunami, Aceh’s people continue
struggling to rebuild their lives and society. Most of
Aceh's reconstruction work is being done by local
people, with funding coming from many international
organizations and individuals, governments, and
the people themselves.

As homes are being built and people’s basic needs
are met, Aceh’s people are also looking to improve
the quality of education.

Education in Aceh

Education has suffered greatly in Aceh, due to the
conflict and the tsunami, with an estimated 600
schools destroyed or damaged during the conflict,
affecting the education of 55,000 children. Further,
An estimated 12,000 school teachers and 177,000
students were either killed or reported missing due
to the tsunami, and more than 2,000 schools were
destroyed or severely damaged, around 1,500 of
which were primary schools. Before the tsunami, a
network of centers had been established across
the province of Aceh.

Named the “gugus” system (roughly translated to
mean the center of a star), regional centers were
established to be a source of support for the
surrounding teachers and schools. Withina cluster,
one main school served as a meeting and training
place for teachers and administrators from
surrounding schools. Unfortunately, because of the
conflict, this system had lost support and funding
and had stopped being active.

The tsunami, was a terrible event, but it did open
up opportunities for changes in education. Because
of the work that had been done before the tsunami
—the existence of the gugus system and the growing
belief in (and support for) child centered learning,
during the process of recovery and rebuilding after
the tsunami the gugus system was started again.
Although conflictin Aceh officially ended with the
peace agreement in 2005, distrust remained
between communities and schools, which were
often perceived to represent the Indonesian
government.

Various international government organizations
including USAID and AUSAID have been working
with the government and people in Aceh to build
stronger relationships and trust between Aceh
communities and their schools. The government of

Aceh now guarantees that Aceh’s children will have
access to education, at least until secondary school
level.

Free education will also be provided for children
with learning disabilities and the government has
provided special schools for this purpose.
Alongside this, Aceh’s government has passed
regulations which state it must provide education
that has local as well as national content. Achieving
all of these goals will be a challenge.

As of June, 2010, itis estimated that there is one
teacher for every nine children in Aceh, however
many of these teachers have had poor training.
Although the process of recovery from years of
conflict and the devastating tsunami has been a
difficult one, new schools are being built and
increasing numbers of teachers are being trained.

Sources: http://wapedia.mobi/en/Acehh
ttp:/lwww.thejakartaglobe.com/news/acehs-
bloody-history-shows-fierce-desire-for-
independence/356160
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ngo/ngo_idlo/ngo_idlo_2008_11 00.pdf
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http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Acehs-
Sharia-Law-Still-Controversial-in-Indonesia-
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will shoot them when they are traveling to school.
Each month, the SPDC are increasing their military
activitiesand attacks in that area. The purpose of
the SPDC building a camp in that area is to make it
easier for them to find villagers and force them to
labor in camp as porters and as mine sweepers.
Thra Nay Kaw, who is a member of the MTT
(Mobile Teacher Trainer) and responsible for
teacher training in that area said, "I have been
there quiet a few times in the past with no problems,
but lately, | haven't been able to go there. | have
seen many parents and villagers who are afraid of
the SPDC soldiers when they must travel in that
areato look for vegetables."

Htee Wa Bway Khee school is located in Kler Lwee
Htu District, Hsaw Htee Towship.
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Danish Students Support Karen State
Schools

Operation Day's Work is a fundraising project
originally founded by Swedish students in honor
of the United Nations Secretary General, Dag
Hammarskjold, who died in a plane crash in the
early 1960's. He was very active in speaking out
for oppressed people from all over the world and
received a Nobel Peace Prize after his death. The
project was given the motto ‘Give a Day for Dag’
and has expanded to other countries, with
Denmark joining in 1985. However, even after 25
years, only 50% of the Danish population knows
about Operation Day's Work and what they do.
What began in 1985 as a fundraising event has
developed into an educational process for the
students, in which they have the opportunity to
learn and use different skills. The aim of Operation
Day's Work is to help people in developing
countries to achieve their hopes and dreams and
to inform Danish youth of the challenges facing
other countries while learning about their historical,
cultural and religious contexts. It focuses on people,
struggling under challenging circumstances to gain
a better education, but does not treat them as
‘victims'. Danish students support different education
and training projects in Africa, Asia and Latin
America, focusing on youth aged between 12 and
18 years old. At the moment, the program has 16
full-time volunteers, who serve for six-month
periods from July to December, gathering and
collating information about their chosen project in
preparation for campaigning for their project in the
Danish high schools. Danish Students have funded
many projects since 1985, including projects in
Tanzania, Mozambique, Palestine and Cambodia.
In 2009, a Zimbabwean project called ‘Breaking
the Culture of Silence’ was chosen for funding. It
focused on educating Zimbabwean youth about
their democratic rights, providing them with tools to
influence their own life and break some of the
barriers which exist within Zimbabwean society.
These goals were addressed through educating
approximately 3,000 unemployed people aged 17-
28 years old from two different areas; and raising
awareness of rights amongst parents, communities
and local authorities. It was expected that, through
this project, over 3,000 youth would be able to pull
themselves away from political violence, and use
their skills and beliefs to change their conditions of
poverty and oppression.On November 3rd 2010,
over 20,000 Danish high school students are not
expected to attend school, but instead they will
work, raising money for this year’s project. As the
program consists of students who are still in school,
they will work with an international aid agency to
implement, monitor and evaluate the project. For
2010, Burma was their chosen country, helping
students aged between 12 and 18 years old, to
gain a better level of education along the Thai-
Burma border. The project is divided into two
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sections: the Burmese migrant population in
Thailand and Internally Displaced People in
eastern Burma. Due to the complex situation along
the Thai-Burma border, Danish Students
Operation Day’s Work is currently holding
discussions with the established organizations
involved, both CBOs and NGOs, as to which
specific aspects of their programs will be funded.
KTWG (Karen Teacher Working Group) is
requesting financial support for teacher subsidies,
mobile activities and KTTC-South (Karen Teacher
Training College); whilst BMWEC (Burmese
Migrant Workers Education Committee) has
requested support for three high schools and
vocational training; and WE (World Education) has
requested support for ‘Wide Horizons’, a post-ten
school. The funds that will eventually be collected
by Operation Day’s Work will be divided between
the three organizations over a three-year period.
A process of choice

How did Burma get chosen? Danish Operation
Day’'s Work is a student’s organization and so, the
students decide which projects to work with. In
November 2009, 150 active members (all high
school students) met for the general assembly. For
this occasion, they had to vote between four different
project proposals, which had been chosen by four
Danish NGOs. The Burma project won the majority
of the votes. So for the entire year of 2010, Danish
Operation Day's Work will focus only on this project,
campaigning to get the high school students of
Denmark to work on November 3'd to collect
money for the education of the Burmese youth in
the Thai-Burma border area.

Danish students visit the border

In February 2010, the first group of Danish high
school students came to Thai-Burma border to
collect information from eligible organizations. The
group also filmed interviews to use for campaigning
back in Denmark. After a three-week visit on the
border, the group went back to Denmark with a
variety of information and footage. During the 2nd
week of August, 2010, a second group of Danish
students traveled to the Thai-Burma border to follow
up the first group’s work. They worked hard to get
all the relevant information from KTWG, BMWEC
and WE, asking in-depth questions. A two-day
workshop was held with each organization. Finally,
the Danish students went back to Denmark with
much homework to do to get enough funds for
students from Migrant area and Karen State.
Comments from the students during their
visiting to the Thai-Burma border:

"We are coming here to learn and understand
the real situation. After we go back to Denmark,
we will advocate about the situation here to the
Danish students so they can understand why they
should contributing a day's work towards this issue.
As you know, Operation Day’s Work started in

Continues on Page 15
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Celebrating Karen Traditional Wrist
Tying Ceremony

OnAugust 26" there were a wrist tying ceremony
in Karen State in the Hko Kay area. Many people
attended the ceremony including: the local authority,
villagers, and elders some of whom practice the
animist religion.

KTTC (Karen Teacher Training College) teachers
and students also participated in the ceremony.
Altogether 14 elders and 162 other people attended
the ceremony. For the opening speech, one of the
elders, an animist and practitioner of traditional
indigenous knowledge, talked about the spirit of
the wrist tying ceremony.

After the opening ceremony, the chair of KTWG
(Karen Teacher Working Group), Thara Mu Ler
Htoo, talked about the purpose of celebrating the
wrist tying ceremony, saying "The wrist tying takes
place only one day a year. We want to understand
better the purpose of this ceremony, how our
ancestors and elders celebrated it in the past and
how it has changed over time. We hope that the
elders who have attended this ceremony today
will share their history of the wrist tying ceremony
with us.

We also want to learn those cultural traditions that
many of us have forgotten such as traditional life
and environmental skills, traditional music and
musical instruments, weaving, basket and net
making. We want to learn how our elders created
things from the environment around them and how
they lived and helped each other in their daily
lives, and how these practices may have changed.
We don't want to lose our traditional culture, we
wish to understand it better and carry on our
traditions now and in future generations. That is
the purpose of celebrating the wrist tying ceremony
today."

A traditional elder woman from Hko Kay village ,
Nya Naw Lah Say Wah said, "We have been doing
this wrist tying ceremony in our home every year
as we are traditional people and animists and we
wish to carry on celebrating the ceremony every
year. In my opinion, there is a difference between
celebrating the ceremony at home in small groups
and in a larger group in public. And it seems like
the ceremony is changing every year. | can't explain
it exactly, but when | was small girl, my parents
celebrated it differently than the way it is celebrated
now. But, itis still celebrated in the spirit of the original
purpose.

Our parents said, ‘Even if the wrist ties are broken
the wrist tying ceremony will carry.’

Our parents taught us and encouraged us with
these words. That's why today | am passing these
words on to all of us who are at the ceremony so
thatitis carried on into the next generation. Here
we start the ceremony together and it is shared by
all of us. Butin our home we didn't usually do it like
that. Before we started, everyone was beside the
ladder and when the old people were collected,
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they started calling back their souls like a poem
and said, (Traditional spiritual) "Oh my soul come
back" "don't live in sky" "don't live in the water"
“don't live in hell" "don't live in the tomb" "oh my
soul come back come back" "come back to live with
your family" "come back to live with your friends"
“come back to eat good food and drink" and this
poem was recited by our old people. And after that,
we all wentinside and started tying wrists, reciting
the poem "youth to old people” "old people to youth"
which was a form of blessing.

Now things are different, a few years | went to a
Buddhist school for the ceremony as a nun. At the
ceremony, the wrists were tied by a great monk as
ablessing and after we ate together, but no meat,
only vegetables. When | was | small, | was an
animist until | became an adult. Actually, this is my
experience and it is my belief that the ceremony is
originally connected with animism.

Those leaders who are trying to develop Karen
society and improve Karen lives with education
have sometimes said that wrist tying is just a tradition
for animists. And some people say that wrist tying
and other spiritual traditions are just religious
practices, but in my opinion we need to maintain
and continue to practice and understand Karen
wrist tying and other spiritual traditions as important
parts of our Karen culture which connect us with
our traditional elders and ancestors from the ancient
world.’

Pu Maw Wah who is responsible for leading
battalion No. 102 said, "Now that | am really old, |
have celebrated the Karen wrist tying ceremony
so many times that | can't count them. | wish to
speak to the young generation and say that many
of the Karen traditional practices have been lost,
as we Karen now practice different religions. Also,
| dare say that many Karen people have forgotten
about the wrist tying ceremony.

When celebrating the traditional spiritual practice of
Karen wrist tying with my parents in Lu Thaw
Township many years ago, my parents told me
‘When you celebrate Karen wrist tying don't link it
with any kind of religion. Animism, or other religions
and wrist tying should be kept separate.’

Wirist tying and other traditional spiritual practices
are for all of the Karen nationality whatever their
religion, as these originate with our traditional
ancestors from the ancient world before modern
religions came into being. Just be aware that wrist
tying or other traditions shouldn’t be linked to any
religion. Traditional ways that we can keep, we will
keep, and hope all of the religions leaders from all
of the religions can be able to understand and
know about these traditions."

Pu Maw Wah concludes saying that the the most
important thing that every one of us needs to
beware of is that amongst the Karen people we
don't want any religious discrimination about
traditional knowledge and traditional spiritual ways
oflife.




cogo:éoéseo:?ﬂg
Interview

o:go:écé$ggs$§ccl
81855l corcrs35¢1a08, 818051505, gD

B g5 BS oS opofcn 8588 25 03

2532 81gdadl. vugodondadBimndun:dse
oNercd@gio:a8dcnzag a8 8omadienonpd
wﬁ(gwﬁbmagmﬁooa&iﬁc&,

Bp1- B>NHEH1ED0350B:885.

d:50— WHE1818D50l8:0000:555350(07)45
‘??’C&“ wg(ﬁbﬁoo:cgﬁgoommﬁ, Q)@ﬁb@f)(}loo
aqugddi.

R MdMSunsotercdsaniond:385.
d:50— ©:a850ABS By chadigHuoe1cdosl
061208581 warBoidghomn pAdeiaro
Q Q o Q Q 9
08m@oAonsdbammbemadoaddmE: o
AWNeNBg5d. 6030265 FABDD FORVM

O)ﬁ(ng‘;%)3510305610%0)%8%5850)81%5(\9)1,

dp1- $02p5001905 2 3:0 50131 BB M8
CD]@QCOQS’LCDO‘R:%2§®8i§0%108(‘§38§m88C\e)ln
MHese3as00:33 DBV DODD.

®:501- SIS (91[95(\31@03&310)3{::%:@038%5
(§38§0?1320%1(T)Eﬁc81, 05)@51@5@5(8:00313?:0
85 508 0 ¢8 E 00 § o880 o gLoner e B cnoo
2502105085 eB1cm0:08H NS ad weiebe:
BB 55 b0 bl BeiHibotsd
B 00081 GBHTHH:dMENB550:085
0185050850 ;b mad wmbar oy caicom

ab3085:73;5(ﬁ)@ggﬁaﬁmﬁc@ﬁ@mmo&o%ﬁﬁc&,

05025— @@031@1%?)8()0@03?)(33)‘#5&\550}
8000>9:015201000:385.

LRSS wogﬁg?cmmmmc@%@o%lmaééw
C\%ﬁu%ﬁmglm%lmogmn$mo%1mnw§@ogw
8%(1)0%(\;{195:(‘)’%:%%031(808:@@96:33ﬁ:ﬁﬁ(‘f}@
81gDcdl. c1doadH3500:&:q 0050
mlqwlmﬁgmméwgbic:}r%omo}]cowmmsb:el
RBndoizBighad. cndmonivosladdwdd
aqz%ﬁ@méwﬁcrgmﬁéém&m1@@g§®(§§

c%ﬁ—(r%ﬁoogl@o%ﬁam%ﬁc&,

05025— §351<?61C\%Q10%1C\\5$),

° ° (o] Q Q
01— b@lmG‘LCOOJCDL%ﬁC\)I,

05025— :Swogﬁ@qmﬁ@og:(rgﬁ@mﬁmcgo&iﬁ
38ﬁb@l@o%lmaé:%:@?ﬂogﬁo&ogcﬁiﬁogu @@ﬁ
:)oﬁ(r%:)oﬁb?zmglo)gmﬁ@lcgo%lsgﬁbOP10J0%1
o o Q Q O Q. ° Q0
e:@(ﬂooﬁoolooo?iﬁcm, C\mmﬁ(ﬁﬁ@m@o@ﬁ@(@
o o Q Q Q ° Q _© Q o O
(ﬂoo‘r'}@cmémﬁ(ﬁw:b@lma§®mogm1®m1m1©
?SOOO%LC%:OOOGDICBJIOOS(E:£§§1®10Ji5®1@:®1
©0IEdd.
:501- Do Dd:cdiodEasl031s0H0pH0
Do den e sdwmapdosloiEon
S5, opglo M add a3 oy ez b nolcoio
:r)ﬁogﬁooql:oJiﬁc@u ém&o’)gaﬁbmﬁelcgm
0%1m1m§1:§§c81, ooogﬁg%oﬁmﬂ:@gﬁmwo
2003:0583 503 o M B0 5PN
o Q Q
Q:@Qﬁ, :ca:c—oml%?)@ﬁbmeq:oo, @ooliﬁmq:

oo:%:@@ﬁooo%l‘%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁbmg:oJﬁﬁc&,

dRl- se1cd;mdasSa3elel.

d:50- 2w a3H8: 081 g8 ad5eisHodh
nér8madonindonidcnudionsddmnd. mde
sLea3db gdoaadasSa0208m6deiehadh
QIQUOU3:0T &g HBLEModE106 DadEa D
Bqored GBS BdTmEchipeiicoadshadi.
Bp1- $61§ABOARBBdTMEGgHsMDEL
Bgzoniel.

d:1001— LoMHRIAISIWOIASL ©2IEdHw
0295 ®80e8358cmmS 58 wsiwo

o8zpilgicdemadwmbonopicysdiel.

BRI- seionmalagsodsdsmarcnieaadd.
50— wgiogomwan8E:oniadbeieddanad
ooqﬁooooovicoosgmgﬁcowomogﬁcgmmﬁb

oooogﬁﬁc&,

BRI- sMDPa0gdM2pBIsmNHBHa30
q?)ooﬁa%ﬁ(\%c&, §mcb108§®cb§,

®3901— (rﬁ@%ﬁxﬁoboo:y%cmmm?)ogﬁmﬁcﬁﬁ&
BarqBoAs3EcScdh ;oS sHocdl
o 81d 5 gug: 35 BS o cBie] BooqSosiencd
&:%ﬁé:iﬁc&, éJoo?$§%§w§508§m§mﬁo%ﬁ

Q Q o
S]ODSGICOO)U?JCOO")S»

dpl- €095 200D w305 gD s D
c&elooﬁcmqw)omaSﬁmﬁewgf)bm:ym:éﬁ@@ﬁ
mof)ﬁ:):)qr%, ofmaqﬁ, mﬁ@logﬁo:x%ogﬁmﬁel
Q%l,w§8§1@c3§3558:035c8mﬁ®§,

®3 20— wm@éﬁg:m:o:g:wgﬁwoﬁﬁmgmﬁn &
oogﬁqmmq:mcﬁwc@cﬁw(ﬁ%ﬁe:iﬁc&, qwrj)
Bonedogiaddadionmasicoieadopd glae el
wi8oreb 55 BuambeodicoSimdigivgbem

21008 weMHD:BS oot ercdf:anwoadiaddcd.

méago:e@cégosgmgﬁ— aé:eo?,_lQ?E

14

05025— §0538§(§®w§(3:73§bém81@93{1351?8
»del.

d:50- DercdoNdmiqreinedel. mHoHe:
m@ﬁo:ﬁooogmf). :,ramooélwoo:cgﬁorﬁzc%:oogﬁ
w0l 3558l 0:085cnuo8isd:dadicdigd

Q Q Q Q
0QO000D:0:8 2036%030%@0)3’2] :Dﬁo

Bopi- a3HdcohzaoylsercdmedmonigiadSe
<§1C\\)|5,

®3901— elcg?gcégméc&. O(‘DO%I@%KD?), @ﬁo
moﬁ@(‘rﬁgmo&%ﬁc&, oelcgoog@d’)%@(iloel
BeioB:0p8031858&18:0095 ol sl 850 8
m&»ﬁmgﬁ:@(rﬁlﬁﬁc@u oeu\%o;ﬁo%:oq%l(rﬁggzm
16581058101, :H0HT00N6SE 1
adoomapdslodieteonians b oy 35 o0: s
OC\BSOC\)SCD?)@QO%GSE)@ﬁObOUDﬁO%ﬁﬂ:&B(;gliﬁ
. GDCBOPIQS(D@Iagﬁcgo’)ﬁO%I%ﬁ(Dm:BﬁC\%

eﬁaﬁmégzmémmﬁéﬁ&ob&%ﬁc&,

BoRi- se3HcdancBI 8Bl omeisodopn
co1ém813998moo15§§§oraﬁoo§§cb§,

®3901— ooﬁmoqzﬁooog, U)ﬁ(ﬁ%ﬁl(f)ﬁ:‘?ﬁmﬁ@l%ﬁ
e ooubo?l:;'aSﬁoﬁ):@qwée:miﬁw@@mm

éloaogﬁf%ﬁo’)?)oagﬁmoﬁmweim(&gmoﬁ@ﬁ,

05025— §38§r§m1(35%18:§®38§(§®351@mﬁ
c0180']t§0)18@1c819838§b§cb§,

d:501- 038P BB gIdT E1Eon
oz, oe%‘p\@émgu'fwfnorﬁ%%c&(f)@cbqpmo%
Db pol Bl 0&:gimdgind:oieioncndH
@mﬁ(COERR)comz@ﬁmﬁogiémoSﬁ, ooﬁoq:éog,
ooo?g, o}, mﬁ(}lgﬁmwﬁmmqm:y%c&. @@ﬁ
91@8;50)1:)%@@oooﬁqw?:ogﬁ@ﬁ08:%533103@1&33,

85("9:, uﬁgmoﬁc&,

2daph- u?oif)u?oo:m&?cblc%:eﬁﬁooﬁ@wm&cbﬁo
d:50- $0giqud &S cdidonuHe03:000008:4)
mﬁ@gﬁcm&m&@gpwﬁn mﬁaoﬁcﬁﬁm@ﬁm:
OQ%S(}IO’)SGIO)TLC\N@’Z)ICOWU):U)C\)’]G'D(Q)SCOC\)’]G'D(Q)S

558

Bapl- 5208 aqronoicedsostvurheron
Bt o gD S B R LS WBHOD
.

$:50— 0208w MGLEAIC65 05§ 1003000
oowooﬁoiﬁmﬁoiﬁa;@;gpiﬁoooér%m1@@8§@:
gpcdl. cooni¢ehimaadoondsbeeigandmaded
50333 Do dEOAMAS.538505l00103505 835w
oNmeadadSadiomoocdgdad. oiaiedHol
206D, 206D9Dc65e103:c5: R RIRONED

o C\%ngﬁmﬁooqﬁm%103(95:&?300%:%:@8?)



3%1@1@3%@3%%:0&?1%238&381@%&O";COSCD§C01

©mNBgdd.

ssogf- spRSopsaBoniioncossss
03538:390%5&\\)5,

dra0— qqgoaggmwﬁogggﬁogﬁ@oa:oioi&og
oce)ﬁ@ﬁb(‘fj)mqﬁmc"il@(@)ﬁ:ﬁmﬁxﬁbc&agagém

oSlmUE:QQ:(‘i)mSSmOI%E)C&.

Bpi- BoogHaead5aoridsa8mqooed
£ MFBHBBVBDD.

d:50- 0320600 65wl o0l coieo § 85 add
oc")f;éﬁ, oéﬁ&ﬁéﬁmw&ﬁaowmmmc&, Crﬁ)ooqﬁ
U008 $561q1 82088345081, LovaHaITY

ogﬁcowﬁﬁoc&mmmicmegﬁgoomwﬁ,

Bopi- odlapiad b3 aoqdodme 5oty
e,

d:50- Ba0qdonod®@BI0mMDURDLE:
@ooooo@:a%@mé:d’)%mwﬁsa@gﬁ6105)0059:
65 RN 181010320050 0D §D Bl :H
058:038810161a91208 JmgHonmH0HdLr20:

J@@:@J(nco:iﬁc@u

Bopi- cdmo, QLT DDUTBDAFTID
Bb iz o8 8iopdicioned e 8lsadbE:
u;ﬁﬁﬁ@?):)’ﬂo%:;glmﬁe%lcbﬁgﬁ.

d:50— 00 0dHMH QLT MRS S5
co1220009: 8:8109:8: 0100 0D £5 05 Gz aal 02 B,
webE:odcnomgionpoiogbmdmboocded
Soapmaodogr, 03g:00185e1mdqrandsodo
DAY :enon0oiopdd, odlooimorisicoic
08§Q108§ooo?8$,

Continued from Page 11

Sweden and not so many students in Denmark
know much about it. Moreover, the government doesn't
organize this, therefore, we (the Operation ADay’s Work
board members) have to try very hard to raise awareness
aboutit."

(Marie Harup Jensaen, a graduate student and Operation
ADay's Work board member)

"Being here made me understand and hopefully | will be
able to convince highs school students in Denmark to
help and support this when | go home. As everything
gets closer, | realize how important this project is."
(Olga Juul, Operation Day's Work volunteer)

"We realized that IDP(Internally Displaced People) and
the migrant workers from Burma are the most vulnerable
when we were seeking decision to choose. It's mean
thatthey are not hopeless. These people are very strong
with maintaining their schooling even though they are
living in the worse situation. We also want to support
the people who are struggling for their.

(Emilo Dall, OD volunteer)

15

Interview With Naw Paw Eh Wah

Naw Paw Eh Wah is from "Mu Village, Warm Raw
Township, Do Playa District. She has now come to No
Poe refugee camp to continue her studies. Thru Pwgo
interviewed Naw Paw Eh Wah about her history of
education, from her early studies in her village until she
reached the refugee camp where she is now.

Q- Canyou tell me a little bit about your biography?

A- My name is Naw Paw Eh Wah, I'm 17 years old,
and | have no brothers or sisters. I'm alone.

Q- Canyou tell me about your studies and what they
have been like?

A- Since, | was first able to study, | studied at my
village, called Mu village, until the 7" standard. There
was no schooling past the 7 standard in my village, so
| traveled to K'ser Poe for the 8" standard.

Q- As | know, there is a high school close to your
village. Why didn't you go to study at that school?
A-Yes, you're right, there is a high school which goes to
the 10" standard at Pa Pra village, which is close to my.
Actually, it's a SPDC (State Peace and Development
Council) high school whichis controlled by the Burmese
government. If I'd wanted to attend that school, I'd have
needed to give them an SPDC certificate showing that
I've passed school up till the high school level. But, as
you know, for us, we've finished school in our community
and our village, but to go to their SPDC school is
impossible because they do not recognize our education
system in Karen State. That's why I've chosen another
path for my future studies.

Q- How did you arrive at the No Poe refugee camp?
A-lknew that, If | just stayed in my village, | would not
have had an opportunity for further study at the high
school level and that's why my parents were trying to
looking for other options for me. Finally, | met with the
one of the Do Pla Ya education workers, who showed
me where | could attend high school, guiding me No Poe
refugee camp, which is located on the Thai-Burma border.
Q- Which grade are you studying now?

A- Now I'm studying at grade 12.

Q- Aslunderstand, in Karen State, the highest education
standard is the 10" standard, and so if you complete the
10" standard, you have finished high school completely.
But, in the refugee camp, the high school level goes until
grade 12, which you need to finish to complete high
school. So, given this, you passed the 7" standard
(equivalent to grade 9) in your village, but when you
came No Poe, you entered the 10th standard (grade 12).
How are you dealing with the change of system?

A- Actually, when | came here to No Poe to apply to
study at the school, | went together with our district
township leader, so | didn't really know what was
happening. But when | started going to school, | realized
that I was in grade 12. It's a bit different between Karen
State and the refugee camp, and at first, this confused
me, but now | know more through talking with me friends
about it. Now, | understand the differences between the
refugee camp and Karen State. For example, the 8"
standard in Karen State is grade 10in the refugee camp,
the 9" standard is grade 11 and the10" standard is grade
12.

Q- Are the subjects difficult for you?

A-The subjects are not really difficult for me because the
subjects they are teaching in the refugee camps and in
Karen State are the same. Those subjects are brought
from here to Karen State. And also, most of the teachers
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who taught us in Karen State finished their studies in the
refugee camps along the Thai-Burma border. So, they
are not so difficult or different.

Q- When you finish your studies in the refugee camp are
you willing to study further?

A- It depends on my parents, because | know that my
parents are getting old and as | am an only child, they
have no other children to take care of them. So, | need to
take care of them, it's my responsibility.

Q- What will you do when you go back to your village?
A- When | go back to my village, | will work as a
teacher if there is a position available for me.

Q- To become a teacher, you need to attend the training,
so where will you go for that?

A-There is an only one way to get teacher training in our
village, and that is through the Summer Vacation Training
(SVT), which is done in my village every summer. |'m
willing to attend that training. Also, in 2007 | already
received that training once.

Q-As | understand it, there are many things that you can
doin and around your village such as, community work,
development work, etc., so why do you want to be a
teacher?

A- The reason is | don't want to live so far from my
parents. Also, | don't have any brothers or sisters and |
miss not having siblings, and | believe that, if | teach in
the school, my students will all be like my younger
brothers and sisters. Otherwise, if my parents would
like me to continue into further study, I'l continue.

Q- Are you happy studying in the refugee camp?

A- Yes, I mean, for studying itis ok, but it's doesn't feel
like our village and our original place. And also, it's very
far away from my parents and sometime | feel homesick.
From when | was a baby until growing up, | have never
been away from my parents like this.

Q- There are many subjects that you study, which is
your favorite?

A- My favorite subject is Karen, because it's our subject,
our language and it's easy to speak and all of it makes
sense to me. Also, it gives us a brief history of our Karen
nationality and we learn many things about this. For us,
if we are studying about Burmese subjects, it seems like
history, but it makes no sense because we don't
understand it and we just try to read through it all. So, it
doesn't give us so much thatis understandable, or that
we can relate to. So, when | go back to my village to
teach, | will teach Karen subjects and Karen history.
Q- When you came to the refugee camp how did you
feel, because before that you had only lived in Karen
State?

A- If have to tell the truth, in the refugee camp, itis very
noisy for me, because so many people live here and
when [ first arrived | couldn't sleep at all because of the
noise. Also, | miss my friends and my family in Karen
State.

Q- How much s the difference in school costs between
the refugee camp and Karen state?

A- In Karen State the cost is more, because in the
refugee camp, it seems like we only need to pay half the
costs of liveng because we can get support from
(COERR) which issues us with soap, candles,
shampoo, tooth brushes and powder every month. Also,
for those who live in the dormitory, they get further
support, such as umbrellas, shoes and uniforms.

Q- What aboutrice, where do you get it from?

Continues on page 19
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Teacher Education

Using a Variety of Different
Techniques for Students

People learn in different ways. Some people learn
alanguage best by seeing it written down. Others
learn by hearing it spoken. Some people like to
experiment with new language, whereas others
like to be sure they can produce new language
correctly before they try using it. Because of this,
teachers should use a variety of different
techniques. Thatis why we have written this book.

Skills-focused Activities, which looks at ways
to improve students' reading, listening, writing and
speaking. There are sub-sections with activities
you can do before and after these task.

Pre- task Activities

Before you read Before you listen
Before you write Before you speak

1. Introduce the Topic

These activities focus students' attention on the
topic. They do this by eliciting opinions, ideas or
prior knowledge students may have about the topic.

As a teacher, finding out what students already
know or think is very useful. You can use this
information to figure out how long you need to
spend on a topic, what language they are familiar
with, and how interested they are.

1.1 Brainstorm
a. Tellstudentsthe topic
b.  Elicit what they know or think about the
topic. Write all their ideas on the board,
even if they are factually incorrect.
This could be:
- alistofitems, e.g. animals or
emotions
- alistoffactsabouta
situation, e.g. everything
they know about ASEAN or
global warming
- opinions, e.g. arguments for
and against free university
education.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge and
ideas about the topic

Practicalities: class discussion with board

1.2 Group Brainstorm Competition
a.  Students work in groups of
3-8. Each group has one writer,
who has a pen and paper. Give
groups a time limit of 2-5 minutes.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge
and ideas about the topic

Practicalities: students work in group of 3-8
b.  Groups listas much as they can about
the topic within the time limit.

c.  Get Group to read out their lists. The
group with the longest list is the winner.
Write all their items or ideas on the board
to make a class list.

1.3 Discuss the Topic
There are a few ways to do this:
- Askstudents about their own
experience.
Have you ever
seen a ghost?
Are you afraid of
ghost?
- Tellashort personal story
about the topic.
One night, | was
walking home
along the river.
Suddenly | heard
avoice, but......
- Write a sentence stating an opinion
about the topic. Elicit students' opinions.

Purpose: activate students' prior knowledge,
ideas and opinions about the topic

Practicalities: class discussion

Inalarge class, get students to discuss the topic
in groups.

2. Pre-teach Vocabulary

These activities look at the key vocabulary
students will need:

- tounderstand a reading or
listening text

- toperform awriting or
speaking task

If you pre-teach key vocabulary, students can
concentrate on the skill goal of the task more
easily.

- thereading, listening, writing
or speaking- without having
to spend a lot of time finding
outwhat each unfamiliar
word means.

2.1 Match the Vocabulary
Students match unfamiliar key words with:
- adefinition
- asynonym
- apicture
- gapsinatext
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Purpose: students are exposed to key words
and meanings

Practicalities: students work from the board of
worksheets

Preparation: prepare matching exercises

2.2 Elicit the Word

There are a few ways to do this:
-Mime the word. Use actions to
demonstrate

the meaning of the word:

Purpose: students remember and share the
meaning of key words.

Practicalities: class discussion
Preparation: find and draw some pictures if
necessary

Swimming Mime with arm movements

Ask: Whatam | doing?
Akey Mime unlocking a door, pointto
the key.

Ask: What's this?

-Show or draw a picture:
Global Warming Draw a picture of the
Earth with flames around it.
Love draw a heart
Often Draw a line. Mark never
at one end and always at the other.

Mark points along it:
usually, hardly ever, etc.

- Give a description of the word.
- Give a translation of the word.

Allow the students time to think. If they don't know
the work, tell it to them and write it on the board.

2.3 Concept-checking Questions
a. Write a key word on the board
b. ask basic questions aboutit, e.g.

Purpose: check that students understand

meanings of new words
Practicalities: class discussion with board

giganticis it more than 'big' or less than

'big"?(more)

key is it made of wood? (No)
Where do you use it? (in a
door)

Cassette Does it have speakers? (No)

Can you store music on it? (Yes)

Itis a good idea to concept-check all new
vocabulary, even if you have already elicited it.



3. Prediction

These activities generate interest in the task.
They get students to guess the content or
language of a text, or the language and content
involved in producing one. They are more
commonly used before reading or listening tasks.

3.1 Predict from the Title
a. Write the title of the reading or listening text on
the board.

Purpose: check that students understand
meanings of new words

Practicalities: class discussion with board

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

3.2 Predict from Key Words
a. Write key words from the text on the board.

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

Purpose: students infer content of a text from
key words
Practicalities: class discussion with board

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

3.3 Predict from Pictures

a. Show pictures from the text

or related to the text.

Some texts have pictures that you
can copy and give to the students.

b. Students guess what will be in the text. Write
all their predictions on the board.

After they read or listen to the text, check which
predictions were correct.

Purpose: students infer content of a text from
pictures.

Practicalities: class discussion
Preparation: get pictures related to the text

4. Presenting a Reading Text

The most common way to present a reading text
is to show them the text — by handing it to them
on paper, telling them to read it in their textbook,
or writing it on the board for them. This is fine, but
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it can be useful to also give students a task to do
while they are reading.

4.1 Focus Questions

a. Write one, two or three questions that
can be answered from reading the text.
The questions should be general- focus on
the main ideas.

b. Students read the text and answer the
questions.

Purpose: students read to identify the main
ideas.,

Practicalities: students work from board. They
can work individually, or in pairs or groups.

Preparation: Prepare questions.

4.2 Order the Text

a. Make enough copies of a reading text

so there is one per student, pair or group.
Cutitinto phrases, sentences or paragraphs.

b. Students put the text in order.

Purpose: students read for gist and decide
sequence.

Practicalities: students work individually, or in
pairs or groups

Preparation: cut up copies of a text- one per
student, pair or group.

4.3 Identify the Main Idea

a. Write the correct main idea the text, and two or
three incorrect main ideas (supporting points or
incorrect ideas) in multiple choice format.

b. Students read the text, and identify which is
the correct main point.

Purpose: students read for gist and identify the
main idea.

Practicalities: best with a non-fiction text; an
article, essay or opinion text, rather than a story.
Students work individually, or in pairs or groups.
Preparation: prepare a multiple choice question
about the main idea

Continued from page 15

A- The problems is we are new arrivals who
entering the refugee camp so, we don't get any
rice yet, but the house owner where we take shelter
is asking for rice contributions from other people in
the camp, to help support us for a few months at
least.

Q- How many people are participating in education
in your village?

A-Inmy village, I have seen really good community
participation in education. Parents, teachers and
students are working well. Even though our village
is small, now we have education until the 9"
standard. Next year, this will be extended until the
10" standard. | appreciate that kind of participation.
Also for teacher support, the parents are supporting
them with food. Especially, for the guest teachers,
parents provide them with food regularly as well
as some of their other basic needs.

Q- How do you arrange a place to stay for guest
teachers?

A- The community cooperated together and built a
dormitory for the guest teachers, which is near the
school.

Q- Where did the teachers who teach in your
village school graduate from?

A- Most of the teachers graduated from border
area schools such as, KTTC (Karen Teacher
Training College) in Karen State and TPC
(Teacher Preparation Course) in the refugee
camps. Afew teachers are from our local community.
We still don't have any teachers who graduated
from Burma yet.

Q- For the teachers who are teaching in your
village, how do you arrange for their basic needs?
A-For each child attending school, we give one tin
of rice and 10 thousand Kyat to the school committee
to distribute to the teachers, so, if you send 2 children
to school, you need to pay 2 tins of rice and 20
thousand Kyat.

Q- Finally, can you offer some words of advice
and encouragement for the students who are living
away from their parents and studying?

A- | have seen many students who stay far from
away with their families to get an education, and
they often abandon their studies and run away.
For those people, | want to give them a few words
of encouragement drawn from my own experience
by saying | understand that when we strive to get
an education life isn't always comfortable.

Even when we have to face many kinds of
problems, we don't need to give up. We can keep
ourselves strong and fix our minds to the future, for
our parents and communities, so we are able to
move forward and achieve our educational goals.
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Reader Feedback % )

20qp l9p, ppogrerosi8E:ZeidiguaassBaBion The Karen Teacher Working Group, through this
0g335p BpeBcfarqpasdortm8p(ocgodorapsiiosddE: | newsletter, wants to share certain experience, ideas and
i gietcmom fropp s cdioociand ., oosiedpE:0 | information that we hope is useful for the development
omcopana3bEqiiaBiondaBod qangis:"opeslBopoxiad | of our Karen education system. We need your feedback,
sqlssloppaglogn” corosiogb b apdopeacsiciadbaqooleadisd | opinions and news to help us achieve this goal.

C\%le OC\%§ U)ﬁ(\)1§(7)&?1()8?)§0)ﬁ({)5(7ﬁ§, §OOSO?8, O)ﬁ(\%l%l
B &:oniupddiogdalé Bsasdoqonmdenimayicaqanddbor: | Please write below your letters, stories, lesson plans,
> 81gdcdi sqaddmdsoiand. olercdB&onicdSBamssl | games, poems, experiences and anything else you
058Godgpadigeion. SioidemoingbaslogioniopSasleim@:ont | believe would be useful to share in this newsletter.
oénodiEonaSiammBSdoioyoi§ssdomat. s¢f | Make sure you include your name, date and place
5908550510z pi8adl8. oxin8Siorimamamsbeaqasins | that you live when you write to us. Please use a plain
205(9)61c858:938:c81635c81B: 00 glonart.  setagqiosiog8S piece of paper if want to send us your drawings. If you
%Soogaqwﬁgm’a@wm(@ﬁ, ooﬁgloibzogz(o%o'])ﬁﬁo:)@glco@mmﬁ@a send your pUZZ|e game, please pUt the answer.

We are looking forward to hearing from you!

° ° Q oC o Qo 9
C\DS(DZYEIZO’] @mlmmam@aﬁs:oo?(rﬂl%?)m@ﬁ,

N R:000D 918§ 20q Dednondontonedecngt | KTWG P.O Box39 Mae Sariang, MHS, 58110 Thailand.
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